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TRAVELS 

THlOUGH  THE 

tJNitfiD  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA,  &c. 

JN  THE  YEARS  1795^   1796,  AND  1797. 


PASSAGE  FROM  CHARLESTON  TO 

NORFOLK. 

THERE  do  hot  frequently  occur  oppor- 
tunities of  obtaining  a  paflage  from 
Charleflon  to  Norfolk:  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced  to  ^dmit  of  travelling  on  horfe*- 

m 

back  through  Northr-Carolina,  and  making  in 
that  ftate  a  fufBciently  long  ftay  to  acquire  good 
itiformation.  After  having  waited  a  week 
for  a  veflel  to  convey  me  to  Virginia,  I  had 
engaged  a  birth  in  a  floop :  but  my  Charlefton 
friends  thought  it  too  much  encumbered 
with  paflengers  to  allow  of  my  being  conve- 
niently accommodated  on  board,  befides  its 
being  iiidifFerently  equipped  ;  and  Mr^  Gl'ant, 
Nqi..  IL  B  one 


TRAVELS    THROiraH 


one  of  thofe  gentlemen  from  whom  I  had  ex* 
perienced  the  greateft  civilities  at  Charlefton^ 
invited  mc  to  give  the  preference  to  a  fmall 
veffel  that  was  configned  to  him^  which  be- 
longed to  one  of  his  friends  at  Norfolk,  and 
which  was  to  fail  in  two  days.     This  veffel 
was  not  to  be  laden,  to  carry  no  other  paffen- 
gers  than  the  owner's  nephew  and  myfelf, 
and  to  take  us  in  three  days  to  Norfolk.    Al- 
though I  difliked  the  veffel  on  account  of  her 
fii^all  fize,  as  fhe  was  but  of  twenty-nine  tons 
burden,  yet  the  advantage  of  the  other  cir- 
cumftances    counterbalanced  that   objedion, 
and  I  thankfully  accepted  the  offer :  but,  in- 
flead  of  failing  at  the  expiration,  of  two  days, 
fhe  was  delayed  fix  day^  longer ;  iaftead  of 
having  no  cargo,  fhe  wias  laden  with  caiks  of 
rice  even  to  the  very  cabin  z   inilead  of  a 
fmgle  fellow-paffenger,  there  were  four ;  in> 
ftead  of  being  a  good  failer,  fhe  was  as  flow 
fls  a  Dutch  dogger:   the  captain  was  igno- 
rant, lazy,  carelcfs,   and  unacquainted  with 
the  difficult  coaft  of  North-Carolina* 

At  length,  after  having  encountered  the 
moft  fcrious  dangers  on  the  fhoals  of  Cape 
Fe«r  and  Cape  Lookout,  which  we  ought  to 

liave 
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have  left  at  the  diftance  of  thiny  miles  ;  af* 
ter  having  had  one  of  our  mafts  four  timel 
fhattered  by  the  feverity  of  the  weather ;  after 
having  run  aground  during  the  night  on  a 
bank  in  ChefapealoBay,  fropi  which  wc  ex- 
tricated  ourfelves  with  difficulty  at^  th«  ex* 
p^nce  of  four  hours'  fevere  labour  ;  after 
Jiaving  efcaped  ftom  feveral  other  perils  to 
which  the  ignorance  and  negled  of  cur  cap* 
tain  had  expofed  us ;  and  after  a  moft  un^ 
pleafant  voyage  of  eleven  days,  we  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  20th  of  May. 

Thus  it  often  happens  that  the  event  is  far 
from  corre^po^ding  with  the  meafures  plan<» 
ned  by  prudent  fprefight :  but  inconveniences 
and  dangers  are  nothing  when  they  are  pa^T* 
ed ;  and  thofe  attached  to  fea-voyages  leave  a 
lefs  ftrong  impreffion  on  the  mind  than  any 
other.  Befides,  on  fea,  danger  does  not  fub- 
jeft  the  paflenger  to  any  laborious  exertions : 
for  in  that  fituation,  beyond  all  others,  hq  i$ 
compelled  to  acknowledge  himfelf  fubjedJ  to 
the  fway  of  uncontrollable  neceflity.  His 
condition,  however,  is  not  on  that  account 
the  more  agreeable;  far  from  it:  but  it  afford^ 
a  fort  of  melancholy  cQnfoUtioa  to  a  man. 

B  2  already 
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already  fatigued  with  untoward  events,  and 
predifpofed  to  bear  with  patience  thofe  fur-* 
ther  croifes  of  which  he  is  deftined  to  be  the 
Ijjport. 

On  my  paflage  L  learned  that  our  little. 

veffel  'bclonffed  ^  Colonel  H  *  *)*  *,•  the 
Britifh-  confiil,  and  principal  of  one  of  the 
moft  opulent  commercial  houfes  in  Norfolk, 
which,  hftwever,  does  not  bear  his  name,  but 
that  of  his  nephew,  Thomas  H**** :  for  by 
the  laws  o£England,  and  thofe  of  every  nation 
who  wifh  that  the  duty  of  their  emvoy  ihould 
be  the  primary  6bje<3:  of  his  attention,  a 
conful  is  not  allowed'  toxaffry.  on  any  fpecies 
of  commerce  in  the  country  where  he  is  em- 
ploffid. :  ]^ut  Colonel  H  **  *  *-,  likefo  many 
mher^i  thns  eludes:  that  regulation,  and  em- 
ploys his  capital  •  on:  his:  own  account  under 
the  fiiTO  of  his  nephew,  ^ which  h^  direds  as 
completely  as  if  he  were* the  avowed  princi- 
pal in  the  bufinefs.  It  was  with*  Mr.  Morgan 
-—who  is  not  the  colonel's  relative  as  'Mr. 
Grant  had  informed  me,  but  one  of  the  per- 
fons  employed  under  him  for  the  •  affairs  of 
the  confulate — ^that  I  failed  :  and  from  his 
converfation  I  had  a  new  opportunity  of'  ob- 

•  ferving 
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ibrvtng  how  iinifofmly  all  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed by  *he  *  ♦  ♦  *  mintfby^  and  all  fuch 
as  have,  imbibed  their  prmdples,  fpeak  of  the 
Americans  widi  averfion  and  eontempt.  Such 
^.A,  difpofiuc^on  their  pact  feems  as  fittle  likely; 
to  fiiiBtih  motiyes  that  fhould  render  palatar 
hie  the  late  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  as 
Che  articles  of  the  treaty  itielf. 

Since. the  revcdutioni  *  *  *  *  has  nomi- 
xuted,  fot  her  confuls  in  the  United  States, 
Ammcans  whp  had  been  prqfcribed  in  their 
native  country  for  haying  taken  part  in  op* 
pofition .  to  the  caufe  of  independence ;  ihe 
has  fent  thither,  as  her  minifters,  men  the 
moft  violent  in  their  opinions,  and  in  their 
dKcouries  s^nft  the  American  nation.  In 
the  midft  of  peace  (he  ieizes  her  Ihips,  and 
prcfles  her  Ikilors  ;  (he  renews  thefe  outrages 
with  additional  violence  at  the  very  moment 
of  concluding  the  treaty  of  alliance ;  and  the 
American  government  tcftifies  no  refentment 
of  fuch  proceedings.  When  we  fee,  as  is 
the  cafe  at  the  prefent  period,  that  morality 
and  honefty  are  utterly  difregarded  in  poli- 
tics, it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the  condudt  of 

B  ^  *  *  *  it- 
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*  *  *  *  in  -this  particular ;    but  that  of  the 
American  rulers  is  wholly  Unaccountable. 

In  failing  out  of  Charleflon-Bay,  we  crofled 
the  bar  by  the  north  paflage,  near  SuUivan^s 
Ifland :  this  is  the  narrowed  and'  ihalloweft 
of  all  the  paflages ;  but  it  was  more  than 
fufficiently  deep  for  our  piupofe  :  we  had  a 
good  pilot  on  board :  and  thus  with  perfefl; 
fafety  we  abridged  our  courfe  by  a  dozen  of 
xnUes*  A  few  days  before,  a  (hip  from  Ja- 
maica,  a  valuable  prize  taken  by  a  French 
privateer,  had  been  loft  through  the  miA 
management '  of  a  drunken  pilot,  who  ran 
her  aground  in  conducting  ]ber  through  the 
middle  paffage,  which  is  the  deepeft  of  alK 
The  nature  of  the  fand  which  compofes  the 
bank  is  fuch,  that  in  a  few  hours,  it  fwallows 
up  whatever  touches  upon  it,  and  that  the 
fhip  in  queftion,  from  which  only  a  few  bales 
of  coffee  could  be  ikv^dj  totally  difappeared  in 
twelve  hours,  hull  and  mafts,  fo  that  not  a 
veftige  of  her  was  any  longer  to  be  dif- 
covered. 


•  I 
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ENTRANCE  INTO  ELIZABETH-RIVER., 

Thofe  veflcU  which,  as  was  the  cafe  with 
ours>  are  bound  for  Norfolk,  fteer  to  the  lef; 
after  they  have  pafled  between  Cape  Henry 
and  Cape  Charles,  which  form  the  entrance 
of  the  ChefapeaL  On  Cape  Henry  is  eredl* 
ed  a  fort  which  is  feen  from  a  great  diilance. 
Behind  it,  and  oppoiite  to  the  entrance  of 
this  vafl  bay,  and  ^  little  to  the  left,  is  Hamp» 
ton*Road.  We  approached  within  fight  of 
it  in  order  to  gain  Elizabeth-River,  afteic 
having  pafled  by  the  mouths  of  James  and 
Nanfemond  RiverSc 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA.— NORFOLK  AND 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Norfolk  is  built  on  Elizabeth-River,  at 
nine  miles  from  the  fpot  where  it  difcharges 
its  waters  into  the  bay.  In  the  intervening 
fpace  there  are  few  houfes,  and  thofe  few  al- 
moft  all  prefent  a  wretched  appearance.  An 
*rimoft  uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  pines  are 
the  only  objed:  which  meets  the  voyager's 

B  4  eye. 
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eye.  Erancy  Ifland  lies  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  river  at  a  fhort  diftance,  above  its 
mouth.  Two  points  of  land,  which  ap- 
proach within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  each 
other  in  front  of  Norfolk,  are  ftrengthened 
with  forts  which  are  capable  of  fuccefsfuUy 
defending  the  entrance.  That  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  is  in  better  condition  than  the  other, 
which,  however,  might  be  fpeedily  repaired^ 
and  at  no  great  expence. 
"  The  town  of  Norfolk  was  entirely  burned 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  by  order 

of  Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  at  that  time  go- 

■■  •  

Tcrnor  ©f  Virginia  for  the  king  of  England* 
Not  a  fingle  houfe  remained  (landing :  and 
the  damage  was  eftimated  at  a  million  and  half 
of  dollai:s.  The  En^ifh  who  now  inhabit 
the  town,  afliamed  of  that  a£t  of  barbarity, 
affert  that  Lord  Dunmore  gaire  orders  only 
for  the  burning  of  the  watehoufes  on  the 
wharfs,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  de- 
&nce  of  the  place,  and  t}|iatjt  was  the  Ame- 
ricans themfelves  who  burned  the  remainder 
of  the  town  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
fefety  of  the  legiflature  of  Virginia.  It  is  ndt 
forgotten  bow  a  few  years  ago  the  Jacobins 

.  ip 
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Sp  France  faid  that  the  ariftocrats  were  them-» 
felves  the  perfpns  who  fet  fire  to  their  own 
cbdteau^*  Party-animoiity  prompts,  men  to 
advance  the  grofleft  a^furcUues,  and  caufes 
them  to  be  believed  even  by  thole  who  re- 
Ijite  thenu-^M^akind  are  every  where  the 
fame : — an  obfervation,  of  which  the  truth  is 
^niverially  acknpwledgfsd^ 

Portfmoiith,  a  fmall  aflemblage  of  houfet 
on  the  opppfite  fide  of  the  river,  did  not 
ihare  in  the  conflagration  of  Norfolk.  From 
its  fituation  it  feemed  entitled  to  expedt  all 
the  commerce  of  Elizabeth-River  :  at  its 
<}uays  the  gre^teft  depth  of  water  is  found : 
at  the  highefl  tides,  it  is  there  twelve  feet 
4eep,  whereas  it  is  only  fix  at  Norfolk :  the 
pump-water  at  the  former  place  is  not  brack- 
ifh,  as  at  the  latter :  the  foil  on  which  the 
town  is  built  is  more  dry,  and  the  air  more 
falubrious.  But,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  the  inhabitants  being  incenfed  againft 
the  Englifh,  refufed  to  admit  any  merchant 
of  that  nation,  or  any  new-comer  whofc 
political  principles  were  liable  to  fufpicion. 
To  this  rancorous  difpofition  was  attributed 
a  political  motive  of  a  lefs  generous  kind — 

an 
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an  ipprcheniion  on  the  part  of  the  American 
merchants  who  had  remained  at  Portfinouth, 
Idft  the  new  traders  who  might  come  to  fettle 
among  them,  fhould,  by  the  advantage  of 
bringing  in  greater  capitals  than  they  them*- 
&Ives  poflefTed,  be  enabled  to  outdo  them  in 
the  line  of  commerce. 

However  this  may  be,  the  confequencc  has 
been,  that  the  inhabitants  have  removed  to 
the  oppofite  fide  j  that  Norfolk  has  been  re- 
built, and  that  its  trade  is  twenty  times  more 
confiderable  than  that  of  Portfmouth :  nay, 
the  few  merchants  who  ftill  refide  in  the  lat- 
ter town,  purchafe  at  Norfolk  aimoft  all  the 
articles  that  conftitute  their  cargoes,  and  fome 
of  them  even  have  their  compting-houfes 
there. 

Portfmouth,  which,  in  a  very  great  fpace, 
contains  at  prefent  only  about  a  hundred 
houfes,  and  whole  ftreets  run  in  very  ftraight 
lines,  wears  the  appearance  rather  of  a  town 
recently  traced  out  than  of  one  already  built. 
A  fmall  market  is  held  there,  but  it  is  in- 
differently fupplied :  there  is  alfo  an  epifco- 
palian  church,  a  tolerably  handfome  building, 
in  which,  as  in  all  the  churches  of  Georgia, 

Carolina, 
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CMbKm,  aa4  Virg^,  a  peculiar  fttdon  b 
•Hotted  to  the  negroeft,  who  ate  not  aUowcd 
to  ndi^  with  the  whites. 
-  At  die  ciofe  of  the  year  ^hty-thiee  thei^ 
^Hftttnotytt  twelve  houfes  rebuilt  at  Nbr« 
folk  r  atpreleat  th6  -Miiiber  is  between  ieTca 
And  eight  hundred.  It  it  one  of  the  uglie^ 
Inoft  inegular,  and  inoft  .filthy  towns  that 
can  auT^-wbere  be  foundL  .The  houiet  ai« 
low  and  unfightlj,  almoft  all  confiru£l:ed  of 
wood,  and  ereded  without  any  attentioa  to 
make  theiii  regularly  line  mth  och  other ; 
not  twenty  of  them  are  built  of  brick«  The 
Sheets  are  unpaved :  the  town  is  furrounded 
.by  fwamps;  the  naftinefs  and  flendi  which 
.^▼aU  in  it  are  exceflivc,and  add  to  die  na« 
tural  infalubrity  of  the  fituation,  and  of  the 
climate  which  is  extremely  hot.  The  magi- 
ilrates,  it  is  faid,  have  fometimes  attempted 
to  introduce  into  the  place  a  greater  degree 
of  order,  and  efpecially  of  cleanlinefs :  but 
thcfe  regulations  have  not  been  attended  to  ; 
and  nobody  is  any  longer  willing  to  a.Q.  as 
jnagiftrate. 

From  thcfe  concurrent  fources  of  unhealthi- 
nefs  it  refults  that  difeafes  are  habitual  at 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  in  fummer  and  autumn^  and  that 
malignant  epidemics  are  there  frequent  Laft 
year  the  yellow  fever  is  faid  to  have,  carried 
off  there  five  hundred  perfoas  from  a  popu- 
lation  of  four  thoufand.  Three  hundred  died 
at  the  time  the  diftemper  prevailed  ;  the 
others  fell  vidims  to  its  confequences.  The 
inhabitants  of  Norfolky  even  thoie  among 
them  .who  are  the  moft  opulent,  £mcy  that 
the  ufe  of  wine  and  ftrong  liquors  fumifhes 
them  with  .a  prefervative  againft  the  infalu- 
brity  of  the  climate  ;  and  they  make  liberal 
ufe  of  the  remedy.  Previous  to  the  war,  th^ 
town  is  fkid  to  h^ve  contained  eight  thou- 
iaiid  inhabitants. 

Norfolk  carries  on  a  ccMifiderable  trade 
with  Europe,  the  Antilles,  and  the  Northern 
ftates>  Her  exports  are  wheat,  flour,  In-^ 
dian  corn,  timber  of  every  kind,  particularly 
planks,  flaves,  and  fliingles,  fait  meat  and 
fifli,  iron,  lead,  flax-feed,  tobacco,  tar,  tur^ 
pcntine,  hemp.  All  thefc  articles  are  the 
produce  of  Virginia,  or  of  North-Carolina, 
which  latter  ftate,  having  no  fea-^ports,  or 
none  that  are  good,  makes  her  exportations 
principally  through  thofe  of  Virginia. 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  is  the  only  port  for  the  fouthem 
part  of  this  extenfive  date  ;  for,  as  no  vefl'cis 
a.bove  the  burden  of  a  hundred  or  a  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  can  go  up  to  Pcterfburg  or 
Richmond,  the  produce  of  the  back  country 
which  is  brought  to  thofe  places  by  land, 
is  for  the  moft  part  fent  down  in  lighters  to 
Norfolk,  whence  it  is  exported.  Thus,  this 
port  almoft  fingly  carries  on  alt  the  commerce 
of  that  part  of  Virginia  which  lies  fouth  of 
the  Rappahannoc,  and  of  North- Caroiina 
far  beyond  the  Roanoke. 
i'-  j^Htfey-aig ii[r^jpn^<iirferitfng>*»ail, i»M A^ 

Wo^'it^  wii^''Albenu]4e^ound^  <^  the  micr 

Pafkotank,  and  which  will  thus  confiderably 
fiiorten  and  faciKtate  the  communication  be- 
tween North-Carolina  and  Norfolk.  Thig 
canal,  to  which  the  two  legiflatures  of  North- 
Carolina  and  Vit^nia  have  feverally  given 
their  fant^on,  is  carried  on  by  fubfcription : 
it  is  three  years  fmce  it  was  begun ;  and  in 
three  years  more  it  is  e:q>ed:ed  to  be  finiflied. 
It  is  to  be  twenty-eight  miles  in  length,  and 

to 


t4  TRAVELS  THROrrOK 

to  run  through  a  foil  which  is  faid  to  be  veiy 
favourable  for  the  purpofe,  and  eafily  worked. 
Kve  miles  of  it  are  already  dug  on  the  Vir- 
ginia fide,  which  I  examined  with  fome  care, 
and  thought  very  well  executed :  the  fgitic 
length  is  alfo  dug  on  the  fide  of  North-Caro* 
Una.  The  Difroal-Swamp  has  lefs  folidity 
than  any  other  which  I  have  ever  yet  feen  : 
but  the  earth  which  is  dug  for  the  paiTage  of 
the  canal,  hardens  in  the  air,  and  makes  an 
excellent  dike. 

What  muft  appear  very  furprizing,  is,  that^ 
for  this  canal  which  already  feems  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  forwardnefs,  no  levels  have  been 
taken.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  number  of 
locks  may  be  fteceflary,  and  even  whether  any 
will  be  requiiite :  confequently  it  is  impoflible 
to  afcertain  what  may  be  the  expence  of  com- 
pleting it,  or  even  whether  the  fuccefs  of  the 
undertaking  can  be  depended  on.  It  i^  thus 
almoft  all  the  public  works  are  carried  on  in 
America,  where  there  is  a  total  want  of  men 
of  talents  in  the  arts,  and  where  fo  many 
able  men,  who  are  perhaps  at  this  moment 
unemployed  in  Europe,  might  to  a  certainty 
make  their  fortunes  at  the  fame  time  that 

they 
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they  were  xendering  eflential  ferviee  to  tlie 
oauntiy. 

The  expoitations  from  Norfolk  amounted, 
ia  l/gi,  to  19O28J80  doUars^-^in  17029to 
1, 147,414 — itk  t7g3,tO  1,045»525 — in  1704- 

to  1,68/^1  O^-^in  1/05,  to  I,g34,827««-and 
already  to  l,08B,1 05  dolbjrs  for  the  GrSt 
quarter  of  the  current  jear  (l /OO)*  When 
we  confider  the  increafe  in  the  exports,  fer 
fom^  ycart  hack,  we  mttft  i^coHed  that  tbe 
difference  Ss  much  more  confidet:abIe  in  the 
value  thatf  ia'^tbe  quantity.  Thfe  neceffidea 
of  Burope  have  more  than  doubled  the  price : 
and  aldiough  it  be  certainly  a  fad:  diat  the 
clearing  of  new  grounds  augments  the  quan-; 
turn  of  produce,  that  augmentation  bears  no 
proportion  to  the  difference  of  vahie  prefented 
by  the  tables  for  three  years  back,  font  in 
from  the  different  cuftom-houfes.  In  giving 
a  combined  view  of  the  details  of  the  export- 
ation of  the  three  principal  articles  of  the 
produce  of  the  country  for  the  laft  five  years, 
I  fumifh  an  additional  proof  of  my  aflertion. 
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I  cannor  fubjeft  the  amount  of  the  general 
eilimates  to  the  fame  comparifon  as  thofe-pf 
the  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  timber. 

Exclufive  of  the  flour  exported  from  Nor- 
folk, there  is  drawn  from  the  ftate,  througl^ 
that  and  '  other  ports,  a  great  quantity  of 
wheat,  which  is  taken  by  the  merchants  of 
Philadelphia  and  NewrYork,  or  the-  millers 
.of  Brandiwine,  who  manufadure  it  into  flour 
which  they  export  to  J£urope.  Good  mills 
^re  not  very  cohimon  in  Virginia;  and  the 
want  of  capitals  to  eredl  a  fuflficient  number 
of  them  does-not  allow  the_  y irginians  to  en- 
joy the  great  advantages  arifing  from- .  the 
.pfianufadure  of  flour,  which  they  have 
Vitherto  refighed  to  the  other  ftates.  The 
Itigh  price  of  yrheat  this  year,  and  the  hope 
that  it  wouW  rife  .ftill  "higher,  have  kept  in 
Virginia  axoiifiderable  quantity  of  that  com- 
piodity :  and,  in  confequehce  of  this  fpecula- 
fion,  which  the  preftnt  ftate  of  the  market 
ihews  to  have  been  ill-founded,  the  planters 
and  the  millers  have  on  hand  a  greater  ftock 
of  the  articl^e  than  they  have  ever  had  in  the 
preceding  years  at  the  fame  feafon. 

The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  the 

tonnage 
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tonnage  of  the  different  /American  ports  i  ita 
increafe  is  in  great  meafure  ^ing  to  the  cir« 
cumfl^uice^  of  the  w^r^  w%ch  render  the 
American  bottoms,  the  only  vehicles  that  af- 
ford any  tolerable  fecurity  for  the  tranfporta* 
tion  of  thoffe  articles  of  American  produce  of 
\vhich  Europe  and  the  colonies  ftand  'm  needf 
and  confine  in  ^heir  own  peats  the  a^erchant 
{hips  of  France,  England^  Holland,  &:c.  until 
the  return  of  peace.  Ten  years  ago,  Norfolk 
could  not  reckon  teiit  large  veiTels  of  her 
own ;  whereas  at  prefent  flie  poflefles  fifty  of 
that  defcription,  exclusive  of  fifty  others  of 
fmaller  fize  particularly  employed  in  the  trade 
to  the  Weft- Indies*  Under  the  name  of  Nor- 
folk are  to  be  underftpod  Norfolk  and  Portf- 
mouth;  forthofe  two  places,  though  otherwife 
diftindl,  conftitute  but  a  fingle  port  of  entry, 
and  are  both  fubjed:  to  the  fame  cuftom- 
houfe*  The  prefent  tonnage  of  Norfolk  is 
15,507  tons,  exclufive  of  the  veflels  employed 
in  the  coafting  trade. 

The  danger  of  fmuggling  which  might  be 
carried  on  by  vefTels  coming  firom  foreign 
countries,  and  difcharging  their  cai"goes  in 
James  or  York-River,  induced  the  congrcfs 

C  2  to 


^o  cna£t  a  laxr  prohibiting  veflelg^  b6\md^  t* 
Richmond,  Pcterfburg,  or  York-Town,  from 
entering  thofe  rivers  without  having  on  board 
a  cuftom^-houfe^officer,  whom  the  captain 
comes  or  fends  for  to  Norfolk:.  This*  pre- 
caution, which  operates  as  a  partial  check  on 
that  illicit  trader  does  not  however  entirely 
reprefs  it ;  loid  I  have  been  ^ured  that  it  id 
i(^rried  ofn  to  a  eontiderabl^  amount  along 
'the  fliores  of  the  Chefapeak,  notwithftahdiirg 
the  vigilance  of  two  ifmall  veflels  belonging  to 
the  govemmeat  of  the  Union*,  which  are  conr^ 
ftintly  cruifing  with  a  view  to  prevfent  it. 

The  eaqportation.  of  tobacco  frbin  Norfolk 
has,  by  the  diminution  of  die  culture  of  that 
article  in  Virginia^  been  feduced  above  one 
third  within  the  laft  five  years.  In  1703,  it. 
amounted'  to  1 5,002  hogfheadis — in  1 79^,  M 
1 1,052—- and  in  1705,  to  Q^qOS.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  am  accurate  ftatement  of 
the  quantities  exported  in  1 791  and  1792. 

Many  Englilh  commercial  houfes  are  ef- 
tablilhed  at  Norfolk;  and  the  merchants  of 
tifiat  nation  hate  the  Americans  here  as  welt 
as  throughout  ahnoft  the  whole  of  the  United 
States.     They  break  out  into  iaveftlve8>  and 

are 


^elaviih  of  contemptuous  exi»^jO[io9S»  agalnft 
Abe  country  which  enriches  them.  We  ought 
jaever  to  wonder  at  the  cfie&s  of  prejudice 
and  paflion :  yet,  xa  order  to  account  for  this 
prepofterous  conduct,  it  is  neceflary  to  r^ 
xolled  ihat  the  generality  of  tho&  metchanta* 
who  are  >but  the  agents  of  different  houfes  4Q 
England,  are  men  utterly  deilitute  ^  educar 
ttion :  fear  the  bettcx  lort  of  Er^liih  merchant^ 
(leflabliihed  in  America  are  not  guilty  of  fuch 
^lameable  condud;. 

The  animofity  t)f  the  £i\gliih  nxercliants 
refidiqg  at  Norfolk  is  further  ^exai^perated  hy 
the  prefence  of  a  conful  who  Is  a  native  of 
.America^  a  loyalift,  who  bore  amw  againft 
his  country  during  the  war  between  .the  co- 
4onies  and  Britain,  and  who,  in  addition  to 
;the  politics  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  feels  the 
fpur  of  perfbnal  refentment  for  the  confif- 
cations  he  has  fufFered.  Public  opinion  how* 
ever  is  unanimous  in  his  favour  with  refpe6l 
to  his  conduct  in  the  war,  which  was  very 
different  from  that  of  leveral  officers  who  {9 
ftrikingly  derogated  from  the  hopourablp 
character  which  the  Englilh  nation  is  gene- 
rally allowed  t£)  poffe&. 

C3  This 
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This  year  England  procured   frorti  Vir- 
ginia  a  number  of  horfes  to  mount  the  ca- 
valfy  which  fhe   propofed   to   fend   to   the 
French  iflands  j  and  thofe  fupplies,  which  at 
every  former  period  had  always  been   con- 
iidered  as  warlike  ftores,  were  by  the  Ame- 
rican miniftry  accounted  ordinary  merchan- 
dize :  confequently  their  exportation  was  au- 
thorized by  law,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  French  conful.     But  fortune 
has  not  proved  fo  favourable  to  the  Britifh 
plans  as  the  council  of  the  United  States  • 
for,  of  four  hundred  horfes  already  fhipped 
off,  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  lived  to  reach 
the  plaice   of  their   deftination,  and  arrived 
there  in  bad  condition.     A  veflel  which  had 
about  a 'hundred  on  board  did  not  prefer ve  a 
fingle  one  of  the  number.     The  precautions, 
taken  for  the  traiifportation  of  three  hundred 
more  thkt  yet  remain  at  Norfolk,  being  the 
fame  a4  thofe  adopted  with  refpeft  to  the 
foi'mer,  the  fame  refult  muft  inevitably  enfue ; 
and  the  fame  will  probably"  be  the  fate  t)f  five 
hundred"  others  now  purchafing   in  North- 
Catolina.   *     * 
If  the  circle  of  Engfifh  merchants  and  the 

creatures 
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creatures  of  the  coiiful  at  Norfolk  indulge  in 
angry  inveftive  againft  the  Americans  and 
the  party  attached  to  France,  the  merchants 
and  other  members  of  the  community  who 
have  embraced  the  contrary  party,  fupport 
with  equal  warmth  :  fo  that  nought  but  divi- 
fion  reigns  at  Norfolk  in  confequence.  Bilt 
the  prevailing  opinion  there  is  in  favour  of 
the  French.  This  warmth  of  aninfiofity,  as 
much  as  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate, 
retards  the  increafe  of  Norfolk,  where  few 
new  merchants  cortie  to  fettle,  .notwithftand- 
ing  its  advantageous  fituation  for  commerce^ 
It  cannot  however  be  doubted  that  the  temp- 
tation  held  out  by  the  hope  of  making  a  for- 
tune will  fooner  or  later  counterbalance  thofe 
inconveniences,  as  it  has,  in  the  cafe  of  thofe 
merchants  who  are  already  fettled  there,  pre- 
vailed over  the  probability  of  difeafes. — I 
have  every-whcre  heard  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  mentioned  with  great  refpeft, 

In  all  Virginia  there  is  but  a  fingle  bank 
eftabliftied — that  of  Alexandria,  which  con- 
fequently  affords  to  the  commerce  of  Norfolk 
no  other  aid  than  that  of  its  paper,  which  in 
every  part  of  the   (late  is    accepted  as  cafh, 

C  4  when 


94  TEAVELS  THEOUGH 
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when  indorfed  with  a  good  name.  In  Nor-r 
folk  there  ?ire  not  mjuiy  opulent  houfes,  very 
few  whofe  commercial  enterprizes  are  of  con^ 
iiderable  magnitude,  bqt  fevgral  that  carry 
on  trade  to  a  more  limited  extent* 

Agriculture  can  hardly  be  laid  to  exift  in 
Norfolk-Cpupty,  or  in  that  of  Princefs  Ann, 
vrhich  borders  pn  it.  Thefc  two  counties  da 
indeed  produce  fome  Indian  corn:  but  the 
lands  would,  from  their  nature,  require  great 
attention  and  labour  to  render  them  prpduc«» 
tiye  of  gpod  props,  efpecially  along  the  bor-» 
ders  of.  the  Chefapeak  and  the  fea-coaft. 
The  landed  property  is  much  divided;  and 
the  inhabitants,  who  in  general  are  not  in  very 
cafy  circumftances,  devote  themfelves  rather 
to  the  felling  pf  timber  than  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  fpil.  Scarcely  does  the  fi^e  pf  their 
gardens  exceed  half  a  fcore  perches :  they 
cut  down  trees  on  their  own  l^nds  an4 
wherever  elfe  they  find  them  pf  any  value  j 
and  they  fquander  their  whole  earnings  on 
ftrong  liquors,  as  is  the  pra<iiice  with  all  thofe 
who  lead  that  kind  of  life.  Yet  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  gaining  above  a  dollar  per  day^ 

4?duaio»  b?i4g  wade  fPr  the  conveyance  of 

th? 
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the  timber  to  the  river*  fide ;  and  the  expence 
of  thi«  traafportation  is  about  one  half  of  the 
Talue  of  the  article  thus  tranfported.  Thift 
timber  is  purchafed  by  merchants  at  Norfolk^ 
who  derive  a  confiderable  profit  either  from 
t^e  employment  or  refale  o£  it. 

The  plantations  in  the  interior  parts  of  thelb 
counties^  being  fomewhat  better  cultivated 
than  the  borders  of  the  fea  or  of  the  rivers, 
fumifh  the  Norfolk  market  with  ialt  beef  and 
pork  in  fuffioent  <juantity  even  for  exporta^ 
tion* 

In  all  theie  parts,  land  is  fold  at  from  fix 
to  feven  dollars  per  acre ;  and  often  the  value 
of  the  timbec  which  it  offers  for  the  axe 
amounts  to  four  or  five  times  the  price  of  the 
original  purchafe. 

From  eighty  to  ninety  veffels  of  different 
dimenfions  are  annually  built  at  Norfolk. 
The  price  of  building  is,  for  the  hull  on 
coming  from  the  hands  of  the  carpenter^ 
twenty-four  dollars  per  ton  forthofe  of  above 
a  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  Ready  for  fea, 
they  coft  from  forty-feven  to  fifty  dollars  per 
ton.  The  prices  have  rifen  above  one  fourth 
during  the  laft  three  years.    The  fhipwright's 

wages 
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wages  arc  two  dollars  and  three  quarters  per 
day.— Veflels  of  inferior  dimenfions  are  much 
cheaper.  A  confiderable  number  of  them^  are 
fold  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  great  advantage* 
— Thefe  fmall  veffels  are  cohftruaed  for  quic}c 
failing :  but  this  port,  in  common  with  afmoft 
^  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  labours  under  the 
inconvenience  of  worms  which  attack  the  vef- 
fels from  June  to  September,  and  do  them 
material  injury. 

The  vicinity  of  Norfolk  is  abundantly  pro- 
dudtive  of  workmen  of  every  kind— of  failors,' 
of  feacaptaiiis— and  Virginia  is  not  in  this 
refpe£t  dependent  on  the  Northern  ftates,  as 
are  Carolina  and  Georgia.  There  is  at  Nor- 
folk a  tolerably  good  fchool  for  boys,  but  it 
is  lately  eftablifhed :  it  is  what  is  commonly^ 
called  a  grammar-fchooli  Forty  dollars  per 
annum  is  the  fum  paid  for  each  pupil.  There 
18  no  fchool  for  girls,  except  thofe  where  they 
learn  to  read  :  and  fuch  parents  as  wifh  to  give 
their  daughters  any  further  education,  fend 
them  to  Williamfbiu-g  or  Baltimore. 

The  courts  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
the  police  of  the  city  and  its  environs  are 
held  at  Norfolk ;  the  county *court  is  held  at- 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  another  town  about  eight  miles  diA 
tant  from  the  fortnet.  The  prifons  are  fmalU 
and  ill  conducted :  there  is  no  walk  for  the 
prifoners  :  thty  are  fed  by  the  jailor,  who  re- 
ceives for  each  a  fhilling  per  day.- 

The  market  at  Norfolk  is  held  every  day, 
but  it  is  not  well  fumi/hed.  The  beef,  how* 
ever,  is  better  here  than  at  Charlefton :  it 
cofts  ten  pence  the  pound  ;  mutton,  veal,  &c* 
a  (hilling ;  flour,  fourteen  dollars  the  barreL 
A  common  workman  is  paid  a  dollar  per  day^ 
befides  his  hoard.  The  cord  of  fire-wood 
cofts  three  dollars ;  hickory-wood,  half  a  dol- 
lar additional.  The  hire  of  a  negro  is  from 
eight  to  ten  dollars  per  month.  The  medium 
rate  of  iioufe-rent  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  The  price  of  lots  in  the  town  is  from 
nine  to  ten  dollars  the  foot  in  front,  on  a 
depth  of  feventy  feet.  Fifh  is  very  abundant 
in  the  river  and  the  bay.  The  Virginia  cur- 
rency is  fix  {hillings  to  the  dollar,  ten  dol- 
lars making  three  pounds. 

Mr.  Plume,  a  native  of  .Ireland,  an  adive 
and  intelligent  man,  who  fettled  at  Norfolk 
before  the  American  war,  conduds  there  a 
tannery  and  rppe»>walk,  in  which  he  employs 
•    '  as 
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iA  woilcmen  his  own  negroes*  He  manufae« 
^Fcs  to  a  large  amount,  fumlfhes  a  great  part 
of  the  cordage  ccmlAimed  in  the  port,  and 
fends  his.  ieathw  to  every  part  of  America* 
Lie  procurer  almoft  all  his  hemp  from  the 
back  parta  of  Virginia  j  the  remainder  he  de- 
rives &om  Ruflia.  The  latter,  without  being 
ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  is  more  eafily 
wrought,  and  more  readily  receives  the  dreff- 
ing.  The  country  fupplies  Mr.  Plume  nearly 
with  a]l  the  hides  he  has  occafion  for:  he 
neverthelefs  gets  fome  from  the  heretofore 
£panifh  part  of  Saipt-^Domingo^ 

It  was  intended  that:  Norfolk  ihoitld  build 
.  one  of  the  fix  frigates  of  which  the  United 
States  had  dtctermined  to  compoie  their  ma* 
line :  but^  fublequent  confiderations  having 
influenced  tlie .  Congre£}  to  adopt  the  jrefolu* 
tion  of  reducing  the  number  to  three  inflead 
of  fix  that  were  voted  two  ycax»:  ago^  the 
.other  three  fri^tes  have  been  countennandedi 
That  which  was  to  lia:ve  been .  bmlt  at  Nor^ 
folk  i^  among  the .  number  of  the  ktter  ^  i:t 
was  begun  at  Gofpoit,  a.  fmalL  4ip^ndcmj 
of  Portfmouth^  where  there  are  dock-^ygrds 

for  i^e  conftnidion  of  >the  ]axffx&  yeS^t^M^  :  I 

hav9 


faivt  feels  the  hegimnhg  of  the  intended  cook 
firudioa :  only  the  kedi  and  f<Mne  of  die  pxin«- 
dpal  riba  are  put  toge^ber :  but  the  timber 
neocflarjr  for  (ompledng  the  work  is  ahnoft 
entirdj  cdleded  cm  the  fpot,  where  it  Set 
without  workmen  and  without  protedioa. 
It  18  ooofidendy  aflerted  that  this  oclUOjcm 
of  finetimber,  wfaieh  haaaiot  been  procured 
witiboot  pcmfiderafcle  trouble^  and  efpechdhf 
an  encHinous  expence,  ia  goii^  to  be  fkitL  it 
mighty  €me  would  tfaiidt,  be  much  more  ad^ 
vanta^eoufly  prefcnred  for  die  ufe  of  the 
United  States,  who  appear,  by  this  order  for 
its  &}e^  di4>ofed  to  prcckde  themfelves  from 
even  the  pofQbility^  of  reverting  to  their  for« 
mer  lefbhitio  A«      .    : 

The  eotmnuolcadon  between  Norfolk  and 
Ponfmouth  is  continual ;  it  is  carried  on  by 
fix  row-boats  belonging  to  a*  company,  and 
by  tiiree  Ibows  in  which  hcnies  and  carriages 
are  conveniently  ferried  over.  The  fare  for 
each  pa&nger  is  one-fixteenth  of  a  dollar : 
but>  on  paying  ^x  dollars,  a  perfon  may  be- 
come free  of  the  paffage  for  twelve  months- 
Thefe  boats  are  managed  by  negroes  belong** 
mg  to  the  .company »     It  is  not  an  uninterefi*^ 

ing 
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ing  obfcrvation  to  remark  that  one  of  thofe 
negroes,  named  Semes,  aged  from  thirty  to 
five  and  thirty  years,  has  learned  to  read  and 
write  by  his  own  unaided  exertions;  Hi^ 
converfation  announces  folid  good  fenfe^  to- 
gether with  an  eameft  delire  of  inftrudion : 
and,  after  having  feen  him,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
adopt  the  opinion  jof  thofe  who  refule  to  al- 
low the  negro  race  any  coiifiderable  portion 

of  intelledt. 

All  the  country  about  /Norfolk  is  level, 
without  any  elevation.  The  width  and  beau* 
tiful  forms  of  Elizabeth-R  iver— the  little  town 
of  Portfmouth  oh  the  oppofite  flhuore— the 
great  number  of  (hipping,  fome  at  anchor, 
fome  at  the  wharfs,  fome  under  repair,,  fome 
building,  enliven  the  profped,  imd  render  it 
tolerably  plcafmg :  but,  without  thefe  accef- 
iaries,  it  would-be  dulh and infipid  'The  na^ 
vigation  of  fifteen  miles,  which  muA  be.  per- 
formed in  order  to  reach  the  beginning  of 
the  Difmal-Swamp  canal,  lies  through  a 
country  equally  flat,  where  the  houfes  arc 
thinly  fcattered,  fmall  and  mean  in  appearance, 
and  fituate  each  in  the  centre  of  a  fmall  patch 
of  cleared  ground  not  exceeding  ti/i;o  or  three 

acres* 
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acres.  All  along  Elizabeth  River  and  the 
creeks  which  flow  into  it,  ate  built  great  num« 
bers  of  fmall  Tcflels,  which  are  almoft  all  in- 
tended  for  fale  at  Philadelphia. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  at  Norfolk  is 
bbhilantly  Tariable^  as  is  the  cafe  in  many 
other  parts  of  America.  It  frequently  hap* 
pens  that  in  the  lame  day.  the  diverfity  of 
two  orthree  feafons  is  experienced.  The 
eafterly  and  nbrth-eafterly  winds  render  the 
weather  cold  even  in  fummer :  from  every 
other  point  the  wind  is  accompanied  with 
burning  heat.  At  Norfolk,  as  in  almoft  every 
other  part  of  America,  fpring  is  unknown. 
The  heat  begins  to  be  felt  at  ap  early  fea- 
fonj  and  at  the  commencement  of  April, 
peafe,  beans,  thom-bufhes,  and  even  rofe- 
trees,  are  in  bloom. 

In  every  part  of  America  through  which 
I  have  hitherto  travelled,  the  obliging  civilities 
I  have  experienced  have  invariably  proved 
how  falfe  and  groundlefe  are  thofe  prejudices 
which  the  French  and  Englifli  fo  obftinately 
entertain  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Americans. 
Were  I  in  this  inftance  to  form  my  ideas 
from  my  own  perfonal  experience  alone,  they 

alfo 
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a^b  might  in  like  manner  be  branded  witif 
the  appellation  of  prejudice  :  but  I  have  found 
my  opinion  corroborated  by  diat  of  every  tra^ 
veller  whom  I  h&ve  had  ^an  opportunity  of 
ieeing,  and  who  thought  proper  to  judge  for 
himfel^    uninflu^ced   by  partiality.      The 
friendly  reception  given  to  travellers  in  Ame- 
rica^  efpecially  by  thofe  to  whom  they  come 
recommended,  is  not  confined  to  a  dinner-^ 
the  ufuai  return  for  letters  of  introdudion : 
it  is  common  to  meet  men,  even  men  of  little 
leifure,  who  devote  to  you   as  great  a  por- 
tion of  their  time  a:s  you  think  proper  to 
engrofs-r-who  feek  for  the  means  of  rendering 
your  ftay  agreeable — ^and  .this  without  com-' 
pKment,  vntfa  an  appearance  of  fincerity  and 
iatisfadtion  which  faves  you  from  being  em- 
barrafTed  by  their  complaifanpe,  ^  and  maket 
you  fed  it  each  jaoment   more   and  more 
agreeable.     As  to  me,  who  think  my&lf  by 
no  means  addi^ed  to  exaggeration,  and  who 
am  far  from  being  an  admirer  of  every  thing 
I  fe^  in  America,  I  confefs  that  I  feldom  quit 
a  place  where  I  have  made  any  ftay,  without 
thinking  and  acknowledging  myfelf  bound  to 
tntertain  a  fenfe.  of  gratitude,  of  which  I  carry 
.  away 
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away  with  me  a  refolutioa  of  fooner  or  later 
proving  the  fincerity.  Major  William  Lind- 
fey,  Commiflioner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  is,  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  the  individual 
with  whom  I  have  the  moft  particular  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied.  He  is  a  man  recommended 
by  limplicity  of  manners  and  goodnefs  of 
heart,  and  is  held  in  univerfal  efteem*  I  am 
perfonally  indebted  to  him  for  information 
on  a  variety  of  fubjefls  ;  and  to  his  amiable 
difpofition  toward  me  I  am  further  indebted 
for  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  fuch  inform- 
ation as  he  could  not  himfelf  furniih  me 
with. 

There  are  three  churches  in  Norfolk :  one, 
-  Proteftant-epifcopalian,  which,  like  all  the 
others  of  that  fefl:  in  Virginia,  is  fubjedt  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  Biftiop  of  WilHamfburg; 
.•mother  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
the  clergyman  derives  his  powers  frofll  iVIr. 
.  Carrol,  Bifliop  of  Maryland  :  the  third  is  a 
Meihodift  church,  in  w^ich,  as  in  all  others 
of  that  denomination,  there  is  an  abundance  of 
grimaces,  howliiigs,  and  contortions. 

To  the  port  of  Norfolk,  above  any  other 

in  the  United  States,  came  the  grcatefl  nimi- 
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ber  of  colonifts  efcaped  from  Saint-Domingo 
at  the  commencement  of  their  troubles.  The 
principal  caufe  of  that  choice  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  convoy  which  failed  from 
Cape  Francais  after  the  conflagration  of  the 
town,  put  into  Hampton- Road.  Norfolk 
lies  twenty  miles  from  the  road  :  and  the 
warmth  of  the  climate,  the  flavery  of  the 
negroes  which  left  it  in  the  power  of  the  re- 
fugee colonifts  to  employ  thofe  whom  they 
had  been  able  to  bring  off  with  them>  and 
the  kind  reception  which  the  inhabitants 
gave  to  the  ill-fated  fugitives,  fixed  them  on 
the  fpot.  Private  fubfcriptions  railed  in  all 
the  towns  of  Virginia,  together  with  further 
fums  voted  by  the  ftate  legiflature  and  by 
Congrefs,  afforded  the  unfortunate  French 
inconteftable  proofs  of  the  benevolence  and 
gcnerofity  of  the  Americans.  The  people  of 
Norfdfk  fliowed  themlllves  very  warm  ad- 
vocates of  the  French  caufe ;  and,  among 
feveral  teftirnonies  wliich  they  difplayed  of 
that  difpofition,  the  following  deferves  to  be 
quoted.  The  French  convoy  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  Chefapeak  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  northern  part  of  America :  a  report  was 

circulated 
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circulated  that  the  friends  of  *  *  *  *  intended 
to  fend  a  pilot-boat  to  Halifax  to  give  intel- 
ligence of  their  departure  to  the  Englilh  fleet ; 
and  that  very  night  all  the  pilot-boats  were 
unrigged. 

The  number  of  French  refident  at  Norfolk 
has  confiderably  diminiihed.  They  have  dit- 
perfed  through  the  other  parts  of  America, 
where  there  is  hardly  a  town  that  does  not 
reckon  fome  of  their  number  among  its  inha- 
bitants. 

I  had  great  pleafure  in  meeting  at  Norfolk 
my  friend  Monfieur  Guillemard  whom  I  had 
left  fick  at  Philadelphia ;  but  we  are  once 
more  to  feparate,  and  to  meet  again  at  Rich- 
mond. 

HAMPTON. 

A  wherry,  employed  in  tranfporting  the 
mail  from  Norfolk  to  Hampton,  whence  it  is 
forwarded  by  land  to  Richmond,  is  the  ufual 
conveyance  for  paflengcrs  who  intend  to  pur- 
fue  that  route.  In  good  weather,  the  pafTage, 
which  is  about  eighteen  miles,  is  performed 
in  two  hours  :  we  were  ten  hours  in  crofling, 
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for  \v;mt  of  wind  :  and  as  the  tide  was  low 
when  we  arrived  at  Hampton,  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  June,  our  negro  failors  miffed  the 
jUirrow  channel  which  leads  to  the  town,  and 
io  completely  llranded  us  on  a  bar  which 
choaks  up  the  entrance  of  the  creek,  that  w^e 
were  obliged  to  gain  Hampton  in  a  boat. 
This  place  is  a  fmall  village,  which  the  dif- 
cult  entrance  of  its  creek  will  prevent  from 
ever  becoming  more  confiderable. 

Hampton  is  the  only  place  where,  on  pro- 
ceeding from  Norfolk,  a  perfon  can  debark 
who  propofes  to  travel  by  land  through  this 
part  of  Virginia.     The  arrival  of  the  Rich-  . 
mond  ftage  three  times  a  week,  and  the  re- 
lidence  of  a  few  pilots  who  were  induced  to 
choolc  this  fpot  for  tlie  place  of  their  abode 
on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Chefapeak,  give  to  this  petty  village 
fome  little  {hare  of  aftivity,  though  indeed 
it  is  very  little.     The  inn  here  is  deteftable, 
and  we  could  find  in  it  but  two  fmall  beds  to 
accommodate  five  paffengers  of  us  who  ar- 
rived together.      It  is  faid  to  be  in  contem- 
plation to  ere£t  a  more  convenient  one  :   fo 
much  the  better  for  thofe  v\"ho  may  come  after 

us. 


KORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  S7 

US.  Fortunately  we  were  to  quit  this  abo- 
miivable  lodging  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  and  it  was  already  eleven :  hence  this 
uncomfortable  night  was  foon  paft.  But  there 
was  not  a  fmgle  morfel  of  bread  to  be  ex- 
pelled previous  to  our  departure ;  and  I  flood 
in  very  great  need  of  fome. 

Heretofore  there  was  a '  cuftom-houfc 
eftablifhed  at  Hampton.  The  exportations 
amounted,  in  17i)l,  to  1,393  dollars — in 
1792,  to  4,901— in  1793,  to  11,789 — in 
]79^to  11,917.  In  I705,v  this  cuftom- 
houfe  was  united  with. that  of  P^orfolk. 


YORK-TOWN. 

The  road  from  Hampton  to  York-Town 
runs  all  along  through  woods.  The  patches 
of  cleared  land  are  yet  rare  and  inconfider- 
able  in  this  diftridl*  One  meets  however 
with  fome  fields  of  Indian  corn,  meadows, 
crops  of  rye.  Spots  of  feveral  acres  are  feen 
enclofed  with  fences,  which  are  even  fome- 
times  well  executed  by  means  of  a  mound 
of  earth  a  couple  of  feet  in  height,  forming 

D  3  a  kind 
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a  kind  of  wall,  on  which  are  planted  ftakes 
that  are  afterwards  interwoven  with  pine- 
branches.  But  in  traverfmg  America  the 
traveller  cannot  refrain  from  alking  in  his 
own  mind  why  the  people  do  not  plant  quick 
hedges,  which  afford  a  better  fecurity,  and 
are  at  the  fame  time  an  ornament  to  the  lands. 
.  The  foil,  in  the  whole  of  this  tradt,  ap- 
pears not  bad,  though  by  no  means  of  the 
firft  quality.  The  moft  common  trees  in 
the  woods  are  the  pine,  the  oak,  the  beech, 
and  the  hickory.  I  have  feen  fome  of  con- 
fiderable  height.  The  country  is  flat.  The 
ground  however  is  thirty  feet  higher  than 
the  river  at  York-Town  :  yet  the  road,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  fmall  rifings, 
has  to  the  view  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
abfolutely  level  plain. 

York- Town  is  the  place  where  terminated 
the  American  war — where  the  French  effec- 
tually aided  the  Americans  to  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  England — and  where  Britifh  pride 
was  a  fecond  time  feverely  humbled. 

I  have  gone  over  the  part  of  the  country 
that  had  been  occupied  by  the  encampments 
and  the  ^orks  of  the  allied  armies :  it  was  quite 

familiar 
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familiar  to  me  from  the  plans  of  it  which  I 
had  often  examined.     It  is  now  difficult  to 
difcover  any  veftiges  of  the  batteries,  of  the 
parallels,  even  of  the  two  redoubts  fo  bril- 
liantly carried  by  the  American  and  French 
grenadiers  under  the  command  of  Meffieur^ 
de  la  Fayette  and  de  Viomefnil.     The  earth 
has  preferved  the  traces  of  them  no  better  than 
many  American   heads  would  now  wifh  to 
retain  the  remembrance.     Some  of  the  Britifli 
intrenchments  in  front  of  the  town  are  more 
diftindtly  recognizable.     But  the  only  really 
exifting  monument  of  that  memorable  ficge  is 
General  Nelfon's  houfe,  the  moft  conliderable 
edifice  in  the  whole  town,  and  which,  until  a 
few  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  fiege, 
was  Lord  Cornwallis's  head-quarters.     That 
great   houfe,    which   is   built   of  brick,   and 
which  at  that  period  had  been  recently  erefted, 
is  pierced  in  every  direction  with  cannon- 
Ihot,  and  bomb-fhells ;  and  the  furrounding 
fpot  of  ground  every -where  difplays  ftrong 
traces  of  their  ravages.     That  houfe,  which 
General  Nelfon  negleded  to   have   fpeedily 
repaired  after  the  fiege,  has,  fmce  his  death, 
devolved,  together  with  the  reft  of  his  pro- 
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perty,  to  his  three  fons  ;  and  they  not  agree- 
ing  as  to  the  difpofal  of  the  houfe,  it  remains 
unrepaired.  This  confequence  which  is  de- 
trimental to  the  interefts  of  his  family,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  advantageous  to  the  town, 
inafmuch  as  it  preferves  there  a  curious  mo- 
nument of  an  event  which  proved  decilive 
in  favour  of  American  independence,  and 
which  at  any  period  would  be  honourable 
to  any  nation,  i^fter  the  furrender  of  York- 
Town,  the  Congrefs,  in  palfing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  American  and  French  armies 
which  had  thus  brought  the  war  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  gave  orders  for  the  eredtion  of  a  monu  - 
ment  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that 
tranfad:ion.  The  monument  is  not  even  yet 
begun.  Such  negligence  is  inconceivable, 
Ihameful,  and  unaccountable.  The  prefent 
difpofition  of  the  American  government 
toward  England  does  not  .admit  of  a  fuppofi- 
tion  that  they  have  at  this  time  any  thought 
of  erefting  that  monument, 

York-Town,  where  we  arrived  on  the  third 
of  June,  does  not  prefent  any  other  objedl  of 
curiofity.  It  is  a  fmall  and  tolerably  well 
built  village,  where  the  Englifh,  contrary  to 

their 
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their  ufual  pradlice  during  the  American  war, 
deftroyed  no  houfes  except  fuch  as  impeded 
their  defence.  Its  population  confifts  of  eight 
hundred  perfons,  of  whom  two  thirds  are 
negroes.  It  is  agreeably  fituated,  commanding 
a  fine  profpcft  of  the  majeftic  ftream  of  York- 
River,  which  Gloucefter-Point,  that  lies  oppo- 
fite,  narrows  here  to  two  thirds  of  a  mile, 
but  which  above  and  below  the  town  is  two 
miles,  wide. 

York-Town  carries  on  no  trade :  but  the 
inhabitants  fay  that  forty  years  back  it  was 
the  emporium  of  all  Virginia.  It  fupplied 
with  European  commodities  all  the  (hops  and 
ftores  of  the  moft  diftai\f  towns  ;  and  it  was 
the  port  where  the  planters,  who  at  that 
time  fold  tlieir  tobacco  direftly  to  the  Englifh 
merchants,  were  accuftomed  to  fhip  it.  Be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary- 
war,  there  were  ftill  fix  or  feven  fhips  annually- 
loaded  there  for  England.  Since  that  period 
its  commerce  has  been  uniformly  on  the  de* 
cline ;  and  it  has  now  dwindled  to  nothing. 
Norfolk  and  Baltimore  export  all  the  produce 
of  York-River,  and  furnifh  the  town  with 
European   goods.      The  inhabitants  are  of 

courfe 
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courfe  deftitute  of  employment  i  fome  of  the 
number  retail  fpirituous  liquors  ajid  a  few 
fluffs :  others  call  themfelves  lawyers  and 
juflices  of  the  peace.  In  general  they  have 
at  fome  diflance  from  the  town  fitiall  farms 
to  which  they  every  morning  pay  a  vifit. 
But  thefe  occupations  not  engroffing  much 
of  their  attention  or  their  time,  the  inhabi- 
tarits  of  York-Town,  who  live  together  on 
terms  of  the  greatefl  harmony,  much  more 
afliduoufly  employ  both  the  one  and  the  other 
in  dining  together,  drinking  punch,  and  play- 
ing at  billiards.  To  give  a  fomewhat  higher 
zefl  to  this  monotonous  round  of  life,  they 
often  change  the  place  of  their  meetings. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  in 
Gloucefler-p'County,  are  annually  built  a  con- 
lidaable'  number  of  veffels. 

York-Town  is  the  capital  of  York- County, 
which  contains  a  population  of  about  fix  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  of  whom  above  one  half 
are  flaves.  The  town,  notwithflanding  the 
'decay  of  its  commerce,  has  a  cuflom-houfe, 
to  which  are  fubjeft  feveral  little  ports  in 
the  vicinity.  The  value  of  its  exportations 
was  99,8 1 1  dollars  in  the  year  1 791—1 5  4,466 

iq 
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in  1792 — 31,002  in  lyQi—T/'/i)  in  I  TO*— 
and  3,060  in  1795. 

I  dined  with  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
■who  compofe  the  fociety  of  York-Town,  at 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Clarkfton,  to  wliom  I  had 
letters  of  introduftion.  Doflor  Griffin,  to 
whom  I  had  alfo  a  letter,  was  ablent  from 
town.  He  is  faid  to  be  a  man  of  informa- 
tion. I  found  in  Mr.  Clarkfton  and  all  the 
others  a  very  obliging  difpofition,  a  great 
defire  to  do  every  thing  which  thcv  could 
conceive  likely  to  prove  agreeable  to  me ; 
in  fliort  I  obll-rvcd  in  thcin  all  tiic  charac- 
teriftics  of  an  honeft,  fmiplc,  and  frank 
hofpitality.  Kvery  individual  among  them 
prei'ervcs  ;in  honourable  remembrance  of  the 
French  troops,  on  account  of  their  exemplary 
conduft  as  v.xU  during  the  fiege  as  during  the 
fpace  of  fomc  months  which  inter\'ened  be- 
tween the  termination  of  the  fiege  and  their 
departure  for  France.  The  name  of  Marshal 
Rochambeau  is  here  held  in  high  veneration. 

There  is  no  regular  market  at  York-Town  : 

each  perfon  furnHhes  himfelf  with  meat  in 

the  belt  manner  he  can  ;  and  they  are  fetdom 

unfupplied  with  it.     Beef  coils  from  three  to 

four 
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four  pence  the  pound ;  mutton  and  Tcal  fix 
pence  j  other  articles  in  proportion.  Fifli 
is  here  abundant,  and  almoft  for  nothing. 
The  higheft'  rents  in  the  town  are  from  eighty 
to  a  hundred  dollars.  Flour,  an  article  which 
it  is  diflScult  to  procure,  cofts  at  prefent 
fifteen  dollars.  Although  the  air  of  this  place 
be  infinitely  more  falubrious  than  that  of 
Norfolk,  the  inhabitants  neverthelefs  fre- 
quently experience  intermittent  fevers  in 
autumn. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

The  inhabitants  of  York-Town  being  pre* 
eluded  by  the  narrownefs  of  their  circum^ 
dances  from  keeping  horfes^  of  which 
however  they  often  (land  in  need,  one  or 
two  perfons  have  fome  for  hire  in  that  little 
town,  confiding  of  only  about  fifty  houfes. 
I  there  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  one 
to  convey  me  to  Williamfburg,  where  I  ar- 
rived on.  the  fourth  of  June. 

The  road  from  York-Town  to  Williamf- 
burg is  in  many  parts  agreeable :  the  country 
is  fome.vhat  more  hilly  j  and  cultivation  is 

a  little 
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a  little  more  common.     New  fettlemients  are 
feen  which  are  tolerably  well  begun  ;  and 
the  pieces  of  new-cleared  land  are .  in  almoft 
every  inftancc  furroundcd  with  ditches  well 
made  and  well  fbdded :  but  the  houfes  uni- 
formly  exhibit  a  mean  appearance,  and  their 
inhabitants  betray  ftrong  fymptcms    of  po- 
verty.      A  long  tradl  of  woodland  is  here 
alfo  to  be  paffed,  where  no  cultivation  is  fecn  ; 
but  where  the  oak^  the  hickory,  the  liqui4- 
ambar,  the  faflafras  tree,  grow  with  vigour, 
and  feem  to  indicate  a  good  foil.     The  cattle 
here,   as  in  Carqlina,  are  conftantly  in  the 
woods :  they  are  poor  and  ill-favoured,  and 
of  a  bud  breed.     They  are  fed  in  the  ftable 
during  a'^few  weeks  previous  to  their  being 
killed. — In  all  this  tradl,  land  is  fold  at  four 
or  live  dollars  the  acre. 

Williamfburg  is  fituate  in  a  plain  five  miles 
from  York-River,  and  at  the  fame  diftance 
from  James-Riven  Two  creeks,  which 
empty  themfelves  into  thofe  great  rivers,  ap- 
proach within  two  miles  of  the  town  on  each 
fide,  and  are  there  navigable.  It  is  by  means 
of  thefe  creeks  that  the  commodities  of 
Europe  arrive  from  Ric^n^ond,  Norfolk,  and 

fometimcs 
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fometimes  Baltimore,  to  furnifii  the  ftores  in 
the  town>  which  are  in  general  indifferently 
lupplied.  . 

Before  the  revolution,  Williamfburg  was 
the  capital  of  Virginia :  but  at  that  period 
the  legiflature  chofe  Richmond  for  the  place 
of  their  meeting,  as  being  more  diftant  from 
the  fea-coaft  ;  and  they  have  fmce  eftabliftied 
themfelves  there.  This  removal  has  reduced 
Williamfburg  to  a  village.  Every  perfon 
who  was  conneded  with  government  has 
followed  the  lc;5iflature  to  Richmond ;  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  is  annually  de- 
creafmg  at  Williamfburg  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  York-Town.  The  prefent  popu- 
lation is  about  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred 
fouls,  of  whom  above  one  half  are  negro 
flaves. 

A  flate-houfe,-  of  which  one  part  ferves  for 
the  fittings  of  the  diftri<9:-court,  bears  the 
name  of  ^'  the  Capitol/*  It  is  a  tolerably 
handfome  brick  building,  but  is  falling  to  ruin^ 
A  marble  flatue  of  Lord  Botetourt,  one  of  the 
governors  of  Virginia  junder  the  former 
fyflem,  whofe  condud:  had  entitled  him  to 
the  refped  and  attachment  of  the  Virginians, 

ftands 


SOKfE  AKl&tCA.  CAHADA,  &C.  47 

ftands  in  the  •pedRjU  of  Uus  QqHtol:  bu^ 
it  18  in  B  diafigurad  ftate.  The  lower  daft 
of  the  inhatntants  of  WiUUmibuxg,  aduated 
by  revolutionary  ammoftty,  confidered  as  an 
a£t  of  hom^  to  liberty  every  infuh  oflfetied 
to  that  monument  ereded  -by  gratitude  m 
hpnour  of  a  former  lord ;  and  in  conie- 
quence  they  ihamefully  mutilated  it.  The 
inicription  engraven  on  the  pedeftal,  ex- 
preffing  the'  grateful  fenfe  of  the  people  of 
Viig^nia,  and  which  the  popiUacc  did  not 
deftroy, .  foimB  a  ftrildng  coatraft  with  the 
indignities  which  the  Hatue  has  experienced, 
and  honourably  vindicates  the  memory  of 
Lord  Botetourt. 

This  Capitol  terminates  a  ftreet  of  a  hundred 
and  fixty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  quaitera 
of  a  mile  in  length,  at  the  oppofite  end  of . 
which  ftands  the  college.  This  eftablilhment, 
founded  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  . 
flill  bears  their  names.  Its  incq^e,  before 
the  revolution,  was  fixam  feventeen  to  eighteen 
thoufand  dollars :  at  prefent  it  is  reduced  to 
three  thouiand  five  hundred.  .  It  arofe  partly 
from  duties  on  the  exportation  of  tobacco 
and  fevenl  other  comooditiefl,  and  partly 
from 
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from  land.     The  duties  fell  to   nothing  iii 
confequence  of  th^  unlimited  freedom  of  the 
export  trade :  the  twenty  thoufand  acres  of 
land  have  alone  remained :  thefe  are  let  out 
on  long  leafes  of  two  or  three  lives,  and  are 
all  in  "a  ftate  of  cultivation.      Another  fmall 
duty,  on  the  furveying  of  land,  concurs  with 
the  rent  ariling  from  thofe  twenty  thoufand 
aa*es  in  compofmg  that  fcanty  income  of  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  the  le- 
.  piflature  does  not  feein  inclined  to  augment. 
Mathematics,  natural  and   moral  philofo- 
phy,  natural  and  civil  law,  with  the  modern 
languages,    conflitute    the  whole  round   of 
inftrudion  given  in  this  college.     The  pupils 
are  not  fent  thither  before  the  age  of  fifteen, 
and  generally  fpend  two  years  in  purfuing 
the  different  courfes  of  ftudy.  One  is  aftpniflied 
to  learn  that  not  one  of  them  lives  in  thofe 
vaft  buildings  deftined   for  their  reception, 
but  that  tijey  are  difpcrfed  through  the  dif- 
ferent  boarding-houfes   in  the   town,     at   a 
diftance  from  all  infpedion.     Bilhop  Madifoa 
who  is  prefident  of  this  feminary,  and  the 
-Other   profefTors,    who    together    with  him 
definitively  make  all  the  regulations  refpedl' 

ing 
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iog  tJbtt  iiitefnal  pdke  of  the  college,  a0ert 
that  It  hat  been  proved  hy  experience,  that 
good  order,  peace»  and  even  the  fuccels  of 
their  ftudies  are  more  eSedually  promoted 
by  tluft  reparation  q£  the  ftudents^  than  by 
then:  being;  united  together  within  the  fame 
walk/  alB  the  common  efieds  of  fuch  union 
werie  frequent  quanfela  and  preconcerted  mu- 
tinies* .On.  hearv^  their  reafonings,  one 
would,  be  tempted  to  think  that  they  have 
paid  greater  regaJrd  to  their  own  eafe  than  to 
the  interdt  of  the  youth  entrufted  to  their 
care,  whom  ibri&  watchfulnefi,  good  nuuiage* 
ment»  and  attentions  proportioned  to  their 
age,  would  have  as  effi^&ually  kept  in  good 
order  at  Williamiburg  as  in  every  other  col* 
lege  in  the  world. 

The  ftudents  pay  fourteen  dollars  to  each 
profeflbr  whofe  courfe  of  leflbns  they  attend : 
their  board  and  lodging  coil  them  from  a 
hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  dollars : 
confequently  the  expence  to  their  parents 
amounts  to  about  a  hundred  and  fixty  or  a 
hundred  and  feventy  dollars  a  year.  Exclu-' 
five  of  thefe  emoluments,  each  profeflbr  re- 
ceives the  annual  fum  of  four  hundred  dol* 

Vol.  III.  E  lar^ 


50  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

lars  from  the  funds  of  the  cftablifliment. 
Bifhop  Madifon  occupies  the  chair  of  na- 
tural and  moral  philofophy,  and  has,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  profeflbrial  falary,  two  hundred 
dollars  more,  ^s  prefident. 

The  internal  adminiftration  of  the  college 
is  entrufted  to  the  care  of  the  profeflbrs,  who 
are  nominated  by  a  board  of  eighteen  vifitors 
chofen  throughout  the  whole  ftate.  The 
houfc — ^like  the  generality  of  thofe  in  Wil- 
liamfburg,  York-Town,  and  even  Norfolk-— 
is  kept  in  very  indifferent  condition.  The 
college  is  not  fufficiently  opulent  to  make  the 
rcquifite  annual  repairs  ;  and  whenever  it  be- 
comes neceflary  to  undertake  fuch  as  are  in 
any  wife  confiderable,  it  is  aided  by  the  legi- 
flature.  It  poffeffes  a  library  tolerably  well 
furnifhed  with  claflical  books  :  it  corilifts  al- 
moft  entirely  of  old  books,  except  two  hun- 
dred volumes  of  the  fineft  and  beft  French 
produdlions  fent  as  a  prefent  by  Louis  XVI. 
at  the  termination  of  the  American  war,  but 
which  a  merchant  at  Richmond,  who  was 
commiflioned  to  forward  them  to  the  college, 
fuffered  to  lie  forgotten  in  his  cellars  atnid 
hogiheads  of  fugar  and  caiks  of  oil,  untit^ 

when 


when  at  length  he  did  forward  them,  they 
were  totally  fpoiled.  The  funds  of  the  col- 
lege do  not  allow  any  addition  to  their  llbm-- 
ry,  which  moreover  is  very  ill  kept  in  point 
of  order  and  cleanlinefs. 

The  legiflature  of  Virginia  is  faid  to  enter- 
tain the  defign  of  founding  a  new  college  in 
a  more  central  part  of  the  ftate :  but  it  i3 
not  known  whether  that  of  Williamfburg  ra 
to  be  taken  as  the  ground-work  of  the  in- 
tended eftablifhment,  or  fufiered' to  continue 
on  its  prcfent  footing  and  left  to  its  own 
fcanty  refources,  while  the  new  college  ihontd> 
be  liberally  endowed. 

There  is  befides  at  Williamfburg  an  Uof- 
pital  for  lunatics,  which  is  fupported  from, 
the  public  treafury.  It  is  a  fine  building  ; 
but  in  it  the  unfortunate  maniacs  are  rather, 
abandoned  to  their  wretched  ftate  than  fub- 
jefted  to  any  treatment  which  might  tend  to 
theh  recovery.  From  the  obfervations  made  . 
in  Virginia  on  maniacal  complaints^  the  prin- 
.  cipal  caules  afligned  for  them  ar€  enthufiaftic 
devotion  and  fpirituotis  Uquorsj  and  it  ap- 
pea:rs  that  fuch  as  arife-  from  the  latter  of 
thefe  caufes  are  lefs  difficult  of  cure  than 
.   ■    '■  E  3  thofe 


52  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

thofe  which  owe  their  origin  to  the  former. 
There  are  only  fifteen  lunatics  of  both  fexes 
in  this  hofpital,  which  is  capable  of  con* 
taining  thirty. 

The  foil  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamfburg  is 
tolerably  v^ell   cultivated  :    but.  here,   as  in 
other  parts  of  Virginia,  each  proprietor  pof- 
fefles  fo  great  an  extent  of  land,  that  he  cul- 
tivates but  a  fmall  portion  pf  it.     The  or- 
dinary  rotation   of  culture  here,  is — Indian 
corn — ^next  wheat  or  other  grain- — then  three 
or  four  years  in  fallow,   during  which  the 
crops  of  grafs  furnifh  the  cattle  with  good 
fuftenance.      After    this     reft  •  of   three  or 
four  years,  the  ground  is  again  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner*     The  lands  thus  managed 
yield  from  eight  to  twelve  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  or  from  twelve  to  fourteen  of  In- 
dian corn.     Thofe  few  fpots  that  are  ma- 
nured with  dung  produce  double  that  quan- 
tity.    In  the  immediate  environs  of  the  town^ 
the  land  in  general  is  indifferent }  it  fells  for 
feven  or  .  eight  dollars  the  acre.     The  beft 
fpots,  efpecially  thofe  which  are  fituate  near 
creeks,  bear  a  higher  price,  as  far  as  twelve 
dollars ;    but  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 

while, 
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while,  in  almoft  every  other  part  of  Americai" 
the  price  of  land  has  encreafed  three  and  four 
fold,-  in  thefe  lowtrr  parts  of  Virginia  il  has 
received  no  augmentation  dLiving  the  lull 
twenty  years. 

At  Williamfhurg  a  regular  market  is  hcIJ, 
and  the  prices  are  the  fame  as  at  York-Town. 
A  pair  of  oxen  fit  for  the  plough  are  fold  foij 
forty  dollars.  They  are  fmall  and  indifferent. 
Sheep  are  in  tolerable  plenty  j  but  they  are 
of  an  inferior  and  ugly  breed.  Their  wool 
is  valued  at  about  a  quarter-dollar  the  pound. 
The  difference  in  the  demand,  rather  than  iti 
the  quality,  fometimcs  caiifes  a  fmall  varia- 
tion in  the  price. 

The  ftate  taxes  are  not  confiderable.  J,  A 
fliall  fpejk  of  them  more  at  large,  when  I 
have  had  fufficient  opportunities  of  procuring 
more  complete  iirforrjiatiou  on  the  fubjeft. 
The  town-rates  are  nothing;  there  being 
neither  pavements,  nor  public  buildings,  nor 
bridgee,  to  be  Vept  in  repair  :  the  hcavieft 
rale  is  that  for  the  fijftenance  of  the  poor. 
Eish  iuMiie-keeper  contributes,  for  himfelf 
aod  for  eich  of  his  negroes  above  the  age  of 
iixtBCQ  years,  iialf  a  dollar  for  that  purjtofc. 
,  .  ;  E  3  Tlie 
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The  futn  total  of  thefe^contributions  is  diftrl-  ' 
buted  by  the  overfeers  of  the  poor,  under 
the  infpe6iion  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  to 
fuch  families  as  are  deemed  to  ftand  in  need 
of  affiftance.  Thefe  receive  from  twelve  to 
thirty-fix  dollars  per  annum,  according  to 
their  yet  remaining  ability  to  work  or  their 
total  incapacity  for  labour. 

In  a  country  where  it  is  eafy  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence  and  to  make  fome  referve  for 
old  age — in  a  country  where  population, 
being  extremely  produ6tive,  conftantly  fup- 
plies  each  family  with  fbme  young  branch 
capable  of  fupporting  it-— one  can  hardly  feel 
inclined  to  beftow  his  approbation  on'  a  tax 
whofe  inevitable  tendency  is  to  perpetuate 
and  even  to  create  idlenefs  and  improvi- 
dence :  and  it  might  perhaps  with  reafon  be 
faid,  that,  in  this  pretended  charity,  there  is 
a  greater  portion  of  vanity  and  indolent  In- 
attention than  of  genuine  beneficence  and 
enlightened  policy.  It  was  firft  introduced 
into  Virginia  becaufe  it  was  edablifhed  in 
England  :  it  has  maintained  its  ground  here 
becaufe  a  tax  of  this  kind  is  not  cafily  re- 
formed— becaufe  it  is  fupported  by  habit-— 

and 
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and  becaufe,  moreovcrt  in  a  country  whera 
fldvery  prevails,  and  where  the  pofTeflion  o£ 
the  foil  is  vefted  in  fo  few  hands,  that  clafs . 
of  whites  w|}o  do  mot  poflefs  landed  pro- 
perty are  more  indigent  than  elfcwhcre. — 
The  negroes  have  no  fhare  in  tliis  public 
charity^ 

iiJVfr.  Andrews,  mathetnatical  profefTor  in 
the  college,  and  Bi(hop  Madifon,  did  me 
the  honours  of  the  town  with  that  obliging 
poUtenefs  which  I  have  been  habitually  ac- 
cuftocned  to  experience  in  America.  With 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  I  had  become 
acquainted  at  Norfolk  ;  to  the  Bifhop  I  had 
letters.  In  the  two  days  which  I  fpent  at 
Williamfburg,  they  introduced  me  to  the 
chief  part  of  the  fociety  of  the  place,  which 
appears  very  much  united,  and  to  confift  of 
well-informed  men.  Bifhop  Madiibn  is  him- 
felf  a  man  of  confiderable  knowledge  in  na- 
tural philpfophy,  chymiftry,  and  even  polite 
literature.  His  library,  much  lefs  numerous 
than  that  of  the  college,  conlifts  of  a  more 
choice  fele(flion  of  books,  eipecially  of  thole 
relating^to  the  faiences.  He  annually  ?..:::- 
ments  his  collection  by  tlitJ  additi.  ;:   . 

E  4  i:iv,ii: 
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moft  efteemed  fcientific  and  new  publica- 
tions. To  him  the  public  are  indebted  for 
meteorological  obfervations  very  accurately 
made  in  different  parts  of  Virginia,  and  to 
which  he  has  devoted  much  time. 

The  inhabitants  of  Williamlburg,  if  we 
except  the  profeflbrs  and  the  judges,  have 
t]ot  much  more  opulence  or  employment 
than  thofe  of  York-Town  :  they  have  as 
frequent  meetings  as  the  others  :  but  it  ap- 
pears that  they  live  lefs  *'  freely/*  as  the 
country  phrafe  expreflcs  it-^that  is  to  fay, 
they  drink  lefs  wine  and  fpirits. 

All  the  remarks  I  have  hitherto  heard  on 
the  fubjefl:  of  politics  in  Virginia  are  in 
direft  oppofition  to  the  idea  that  had  been 
given  me  on  that  head  in  the  northern  ftates. 
The  general  opinion,  it  is  true,  is  evidently 
againft  the  treaty  :  people  would  have  wifli- 
ed  that  it  had  never  taken  place,  or  at  lead 
that  it  had  been  made  on  better  terms— that 
the  prefident's  inftrudlions  had  been  more 
faithfully  followed— -that  he,  yielding  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  his  firft  impulfe,  had 
fent  it  back  to  England  without  communi- 
eating  it  to  the  fenate :  nor  is  it  thought 

here 
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iiere  that  a  war  would  hive  been  the  am^ 
iequence.of  fuch  a  ftep*  But^  from  the 
then  ezifting  ibte  of  tb^  bufinefs^  it  woqUL 
have  been  matter  of  jcotiivden^le  t^gret  to 
them  that  the  opinion  of  the  of^pofitioa-partj 
in  the  late  congrefs  had  prevailed  refpefiing 
the  non-ajpprotJfriation  of  the  ftmds  ntcefikrj 
for  carrying  it  into  execution  ;  and  they 
feem  fiitisfted  that  the  long  debates,  wii^h 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  difkpprobatidu '  widl 
which  the  treaty  was  received,  have  teriiu«>» 
nated  in  the  tnanner  that  thej  did. 

As  I  advance  farther  into  the  couMry,  I 
fhall  become  -better  acquainted  with,  tht 
general  opinion.  I  have  great  plcafure  id 
obferving  that  the  French  army  is  here  re- 
membered with  veneration  ;  it  partly  te^ 
mained  here  for  fcveral  tnonths;  ainl  each 
individual  recollcfts  with  imcrcft  and  gra* 
titude  the  particular  officer  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted.  Above  all  the  others, 
mohiieur  de  Rochambeau  and  the  baron  de 
Viomefiiil  have  left  an  honourable  remem- 
brance of  themfelves  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants :  and  whenever  the  converfation 
perfonally  turns  on  the  individuals  of  that 

army— 
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army -— whether  generals,  commanders  of 
corps,  or  aides-de-pamp— it  appears  that  the 
judgement  which  has  been  formed  of  them 
here  was  dictated  by  great  benevolence,  la- 
gacity,  .and  juftice. 

JOURNEY  TO  RICHMOND. 

Of  all  the  inconveniences  attending  the 
public  carriages  in  America — and  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  inconveniences  is  great — one  of 
the  -moft  mortifying  is  that  they  almoft  in- 
variably run  over  the  v^ry  worft  parts  of  the 
country  through  which  they  travel.  The 
roads  are  generally,,  and  with  good  reafon, 
laid  out  in.  the  drieft  foils,  confequently  ip 
the  fppts  which  are  the  leaft  adapted  for 
cultivation.  In  the  Ipace  of  fixty  miles 
which  I  yefterday  travelled  from  Williamf- 
burg.  to  Richmond,  I  did  not  fee  twenty 
houfes;  and  fuch  as  I  fa w  were  mean  and 
vv  retched.  A  few  fields  of  Indian  corn  oc- 
c  i  onally  met  my  fight,  and  fome  new- 
.  :  .1  cc!  grounds  of  confiderable  extent,  but 
i  '  :\  iiijgle  field  that  was  tolerably  well 
c.   ivaad,    whereas    I    am   affured,    that, 

within 
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within  four  miles  on  each  fide  of  the  road, 
the  lands'  are  good  and  the  plantations  nu- 
merous. A  few  hills,  however,  occur  on  the 
way :  and  when  a  traveller's  eye  has,  like 
mine,  been  near  three  months  fatigued  by 
that  unvarying  uniformity  of  flat  fands  and 
ftagnant  marfhes,  a  hill  proves  a  fburce  of 
enjoyment :  he  excufes  its  aridity  in  confide- 
ration  of  its  being  a  hill:  and  when,  with 
the  diverfity  and  animation  which  thJ« 
change  In  the  face  of  the  country  gives  to 
the  profpeft,  he  combines  the  idea  that  he 
has  now  reached  the  boundaries  of  that 
nicphitic  ftagnation  which  engenders  and 
propagates  all  fpecies  of  maladies  with  fuch 
fatal  rapidity,  his  enjoyments  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  eye  alone. 

Crowded  in  the  ftagc  by  «cn  pafl«ngen 
and  thcff  baggage,  we  <^  not  ^Tr'wt  it 
Richmolif}  before  eleven  o'clock  at  irigh^ 
though  we  had  let  out  from  WiUtanaAurg 
at  eight  in  the  morning ;  the  rain,  which 
^has  been  abundant  during  the  laft  twodays, 
having  rendered  the  rodds  very  t^.  ' 

TOWN 
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TOWN  OF  RICHMOND. 

m 

The  pofition  of  Richmond  is  truly  agree- 
able. The  lower  town,  whicli  is  fituate 
along  the  bank  of  James-River,  lies  be- 
tween that  fiver  zt^  a  tolerably  high  hill : 
but  the  greater  .part  of  the  houies — thofe 
indeed  of  alttioft  every  perfon  who  is  not 
engaged  in  trade — ^are  built  on  the  hill» 
which  commands  a  profpeft  of  the  river, 
uAA  whence  the  view  embraces  at  once  the 
iHands  formed  by  its  waters,  the  extenfive 
Valley  through  which  it  flows,  and  the  nu« 
merou9  falls  by  which  its  Aream  is  broken. 
On  the  o{^(ite  (ide  of  the  river,  the  coun* 
try  rifes  in  a  gentle  acclivity ;  arid  the  little 
but  well-built  town  of  Mancheftcr,  envi- 
roned by  cultivated  fields  which  a^e  onia* 
inented  by  an  infinite  number  of  trees  and 
dotted  with  fcattered  houfes,'  embelU(hes 
the  fweet,  variegated,  agreeable,  and  ro* 
mantle  perlpeftive. 

The  Capitol  is  ereded  on  a  point  of  this 
hill  which  commands  the  town.  This  edi- 
fice, which  is  extremely  vaft,  is  conftrufted 

ou 
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QQ  the  plan  of  tfa«  ^  .^Vf^i^n  Qparn^*'  «t 
Nafinesy  but.  qq  a  xQiich  more  extenfive 
fcale.  The  attics  of  the  Mailbn  Quarree 
have  undergone  an.aiteratkm  in  the  Capi- 
toU  to  fuit  them  for  the  convenience  of 
the^  public  offiqe^  ^f  ewcry  denomination, 
whiQb,  thus  per&^ljr  fecure  againft  aU;«c>- 
*cid.90t8  frpm:£re,  lie  within  reach  of  th^ 
tribunals^  the  cxecytive  cotipcil,  the.gQ* 
V4qrnor,  the,  general  aflcmbly,  who  all  fit  ia 
tbe,Cap]tol|.  and  draw  to  it  a  great  ajBSu£ 
of  people,  .  This  buildingt  which  is  entirely 
of.brickyis  notyet.  coated  with  plafter:  the 
columns,  tjt^c,  pilafiers,  are  deftitute  of  huf^ 
and  capitals:  but  the  interior  and  exterior 
cornices  are  finiflied,  and  are  well  executed. 
The  rcfk  will  be  completed  with  more  or 
Icfs  fpeed  :  but,  even  in  its.  prefent  un- 
finifhed  flate,  this  building  is,  beyond  com« 
parifon^  the  dneft,  the  moft  noble,  and  the 
grcate{l»  in  all  America.  The  internal 
diilribution  of  its  parts  is  extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  de- 
{lined.  It  was  Mr.  JefFei;fon  who,  during 
bis  embaily  iu  France,  fent  die  model  of 
it.    Already  it  is  faid  to  have  coil:  a  hundred 

and 
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and  fcventy  thoufand  dollars  ;  and  Bfteen 
thoufaiid  more  are  the  eftimated  fum  re^ 
quifite  for  completing  it  and  remedying 
ibmc  defedls  which  have  been  obfervcd  in 

« 

the  conftru6lion. 

In  the  great  central  veftibule,  which  is 
lighted  by  a  kind  of  dome  contained  in  the- 
thickncfs  of  the  roof,  has  lately 'been  placed 
a  ftatue  of  George  Wafhington,  voted,  tea 
years  fmce,  by  the  general  aflembly  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  addition  to  the  fentimcnts  of  gra- 
titude which  they  felt  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  America,  that  body  entertained  more* 
over  a  particular  afFedion  for  him,  together 
with  the  pride  of  having  him- for  their  coun- 
tryman. Since  that  period  the  prefident 
has  acquired  new  claims  to  thfe  general  a[)- 
probation  and  efteem.  If  he  be  chargeable 
with  fome  errors  in  ad minift ration,  as  I 
think  he  is,  neverthelefs  his  devotion  to  the 
public  weal  and  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions cannot  even  be  fufpe6led  :  yet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  at  the  prefent  moment  the 
aflembly  of  Virginia  would  be  inclined  to 
vote  him  fuch  an  honour  :  at  leaft  it  is  cer- 
tain that   the   fame   unanimity  would-  not 

prevail 
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prevail  on  the  occafioli.  This  ftatue  was 
executed  by  Houdon,  one  of  the  firft  fculp- 
tors  i}i' France.  He  tindertook  a  voyage  to 
America  five  or  fix  years  fince.  for  the  ex« 
'prefs  purpofe  of  making  a  baft  of  the-  pre» 
fident  from  the  life.  Although  the  flatue 
be  beautiful,  and  difplay  even  a  noblne^s 
iti  the  compofition  and  alikene&in  the  fea- 
tures, k  does  not' bear  the  ouurksof  Hou* 
don's  talent:  one  cannot  trace  in  it  the  hand 
of  him  who  produced  the  celeftial .  Diana 
which  conftitutes  the  chief  part  of  that  ar« 
tift's  reputation. 

Near  this  flatue  of  the  prefident  flands  a 
marble  buft  of  monfieur  de  la  Fayette,  voted 
at  the  fame  time  by  the  aflembly  of  Virginia, 
and  alfo  Carved  by  Houdon,  but  with  greater 
difplay  of  ability. 

The  papulation  of  Richmond  amounts  to 
fix  thoufand  perfons,  of  whom  about  one 
third  are  negroes.  This  -  town  has  pro- 
digioufly.  increafcd  during  the  years  which 
have  elapfed  fmce  the  legiflature  chofe  it  for 
the  place  of  their  fittings  :  but  within  the 
laft  two  or  three  years  it  has  remained 
flationary.     A  few  years  back^  a  conflagra- 

ti  ni 
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tion  conftimcd  almoft  all  the  Itfwer  part  of 
the  t6wn«  This  accident  indugled  the  in- 
habitants to  rebuild  in  brick  not  only  the 
houfes  confumed,  which  had  been  of  wood, 
but  alfo  fcveral  others  which  the  owners* 
fears  wilhed  to  prcferve  from  the  fame  ca- 
lamity. At  prcfent  there  are  few  wooden 
houfes  at  Richmond. 

The  trade  of  this  town  confifts  in  the 
purchafe  of  the  country  produdions,  the 
number  of  which  is  confined  to  wheat,  In- 
dian com,  and  tobacco — and  in  felling  at 
fecond  hand  the  articles  of  domcftic  con- 
fumption,  which  are  generally  procured  from 
England.  The  number  of  merchants  who 
carry  on  a  <lire61:  commerce  with  Europe  is 
inconfidcrable :  they  keep  their  fliips  at  Nor- 
folk ;  the  river  not  being  navigable  for  thofe 
of  large  fize  higher  up  than  City- Point,  at 
the  diftance^  by  water,  of  fixty-fix  miles  be- 
low Richmond.  They  therefore  fend  the 
produce  of  the  country  in  fmaller  veffels  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  eafily  find  opportunities 
of  completing  their  cargo,  if  needfuL  The 
generality  of  thefe  merchants  are  only  the 
agents  or  partners  of  Englifh  houfes  :   the 

others 
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Hitman  hanlly  carry  on  any  other  than  the 
comroiflion  trade,  which  maj  be  confidered 
ju  the  real  hufiuefs  of  the  place. 

It  19  from  the  merchants  of  Richmond 
or  Peterfl>urg  that  thofe  of  Norfolk  moft 
commonly  purchaie  the  grain,  flour,  and  to- 
bacco, which  the  latter  export^  and  which 
the  former  have  purcbafcd  at  firft  hand. 
The  country  produce  is  paid  for  by  the  mer* 
chants  in  ready  money  or  at  (hort  credit : 
they  even  frequently  obtain  it  on  cheaper 
terms  by  furnifiiing  the  planters  with  an  ad- 
vance of  money  on  their  crop.  The  Rich- 
mond merchants  fupply  all  the  {{ores  through 
an  extcnfive  traft  of  back  country.  As  they 
have  a  very  long  credit  from  England,  they 
can  allow  a  fimilar  indulgence  of  fix,  nine, 
or  twelve  months  to  the  Ihopkeepers  whom 
they  fupply,  and  from  whom  they  always 
derive  a  confiderable  profit,  which  is  ftill 
further  increafed  when  they  cxafl  payment 
in  country  produce. 

Almofl  all  the  merchants  of  Richmond 
have  ihops  for  the  retail-trade.  They  all 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe ;  a  trade 

VoL.m.  F  which 


which  often  provtt  tititrilfly  ^roBft^fe'l^ 

them.  ••        - 

There  are  felitr  bpiiltnt  toeithiahtsiit  f^lcb* 
thbird  ;  ffil!  Tdwcff  in  'eafy  ^cihinrhftJuitfes  ; 
^nd'  if  fe  •ft6^  difBetilt  inatter  to  iSnd   good 

iidt^sirlfeur  ahd  '•five  pdi-  teht^'irioiittii 

%ut  pe6pte  biVe  liot  Ijcffe,as'inithe  prmajf^ 
towns  of  AftHericd;  the  Tcfcnirrte  df"' putting 
ttdf^  licAes  irffo  tlifc  b*rik  i^'atcbrilittrfly -thk 
kind  of  traiiSc  is  'hefe  ftf tJch  itfofc  Itid^ttlre. 
*r1ie  "idgdl^idteftift;  df  ittcmey,  wbich  5s  oiifff 
Uve  per  cepf  per  "annutn,  ttfgKthfir  i»^ith  tn<i 
fcarcjty  oif  ijitie^^cJthfe'  ^Wrfal  Writ  of 
confidence,  render  k  diffitolf  t6  *  (JbtsUtt 
indhey  on  loan. 


••  •*  *•*  .'  •« 


RICHMOND  CANAL*      .,    ;  -;; 

The   fails   of    James-Riyer, '  which  loh- 
(Irufted  its  navigation  from  tKe  di{fance '  of 

feven  'miles  above  Richmond,  heretofore  inv* 

te  ... 

pofed  a  nficeflity  of  employing  land-carriage 
for  that  I'pace.  At  present  a  canal,  running 
parallel  with  the  courfe  of  the  river  for 
thofcfeven  miles,  conneSs  tlie  coromunica- 
tion  by  water,  and  opens  a  navigation  which 

extends 
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extends  without 'interruption  two  hundred 
tnik$  atkrve  Ridhmoiid*  This  canal^  aU 
ready  neitrly  finifhed,  will  be  entirely  com-*, 
pteted  during  the  prefent  year,  excepting 
the  bafin,  which  the  dire£lors  prc^ofe  to 
form  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  of  ft 
much  greater  dzc  than  (cems  neceflary  for 
the  trade  of  Richmond  on  any  feaionablc 
fiippoiition  of  its  future  encreafe.  The  locki^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  canal  are  crefted :  they 
are  (impk,  and  the  gates  are  eaiily  managed 
by  one  or  two  men,  but  might  be  rendered 
fiill  more  eafy  in  their  movement.  Thefe^ 
being  three  in  clofe  fuccefiion,  raife  the  boats 
to  an  elevation  of  feventeen  feet.  Others 
will  be  required,  if  it  be  intended  to  carry 
the  canal  as  far  as  Rocket,  a  mile  below 
the  town,  beyond  which  point  vcflels  of 
forty  tons  cannot  come  up  on  the  Richmond 
fide  :  on  the  other  fide  veflels  even  of  greater 
burden  can  come  up  almoft  oppofite  to  tb< 
town.  The  extenfion  of  the  canal  to  Rocket 
has  for  its  obje6t  to  facilitate  the  dire(5t  tranf- 
portation  of  the  back-country  produce  to 
City-Point,  and  fo  on  to  Norfolk.  By  this 
mean,  thofe  commodities,  which  otherwife 
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its  cafe,  which  is  opened  for  the  purpofe  i  it 
is  examined  in  every  direftjon  and  in  every 
part,  ih  order  to  afcertain  its  quality,  its 
boccvogeneity,  its  purity ;  it  as  rcjedted  as  un^f 
&t  for  exportation  if  ^auydefe^  is  perceived. 
|n  iti  or^  if  no  objedion.  appear,  i(  is  pror 
jjouia(jed,t;Q  }^  exportjjHe.:  It  is  then  rcr 
.jHaokcd.  in  ,^s  hogihead,  which  is  ^branded 
.-^^ith  a^hot  itQiXj  milking  the  pUce  of  iivp 
ipeifiioit  and.  the.  quality  igf  the  contents; 
Itftf r  which^  it  i«  lodged  in  the  i^rehouies 
i)f  thj&- in^e^nit  there  to  await  the  difpof^l 
of  the  planter,  who  rqpeiy^s  a  certafipate  gf 
|b^.  p(irticukr&,  ferving  at  the  fame  tim?  43 
|in  acknpwl(5dgemciit  of  the  depofitt  l^ia 
t>y  felling  this  ^*  tobaccpwnotc'*  to  tb^finw- 
ehant  that  thft  planter  fejls  bis  tobaqcQ, 
The  purchjifert  on  vipwing  the  note,  is  aiS 
wcU  acquainted  with  the. article  as  if  he 
had  himfelf  inipc^led.it.s  and  he  has  only  to 
iend  the  ootp  and  transfetr  to  tbq  Aore  wh^e 
the  tohaecQ  lies,  and  it  isr  in^mediately  d^^ 
Jivcrcd  out  to  his  order.  The  tohacpo  is 
pftcn  feiit  hy  the  planter  Himic^f  to  the 
warchoufeft  of  a  different  infppi^on  fron^ 
^9t.  where  Iw  has  it  i)ifpq<3:e4>  either  becaufe 

he 
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l|cr  tUnks  them  more  oonTeduint  to  the 
Meurker,  or  for  bdber  |>rivate  tseafons^  This 
lia|fip6M  at  the  warah^u^es  of  the  Richmond 
infpe&ioiii  whic&  annually  receive  numbert 
cff  bogflieadi  that  have  been^m^ofited  elfiu 

'^  The  mfpt&hn-^for  theFe* are  two  kiieaftin 
infpe£lion — receive  as  infpe&tonr-fee  addk 
lar  and  half  per  hogihead :  from  the  fums 
hence  arifing  they,  receive  their  falaries, 
which  vary  from  a  hundred  to  two  hundred 
Mii'flftlf  <ldthps  per'  aimuin,  aeeording  to 
the  mipdrtadfiee  .of  .the  office .  whae  the^  ar^ 
ofnployed:;  /Tise  refidue«.of  the  iafpedioaT: 
fees  ooaftituteaia  part  of  the  revenues  of  t]»4 
ttate* ; .  I      ■  1 1     i    : 

•.Every  other  fpebies  of  produce  deAine4: 
for  exportation  is  alfo  fubjedt  to  infpediosDt 
as  flour,  hemp,  tar  ^  but  thefb  articles  do  aol 
feem  to.  undergo  the  famefeypre  fcrutipy 
as  the  tobacco*  For,  at  Philadelphia,  for 
inflanct,  the  Virginia  flour,  notwithftanding- 
i«.  being  branded  with  the  mark  of  *♦  fu- 
peifinci'''  is  fubjedlcd  to  a  new  ihfpedion. 
The  merchants  of  Virginia  attribute  this  re- 
intjpedion  to  commercial  jealoufy  qn  the  part 

:-:  F4       .  of 
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of  Philadfil{Aia  :  but  tbo'c .  ^exifts  in  reali^' 
£)  prodigious  a  di£ferepce  between  the  flour 
hitherto  manufadured  at  Richmond^,  and 
that  from  the  mills  of  Fennfylvania  and 
Delaware^  that  the  former  is  conftantlj 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  trade  at  half  a  dollar, 
atfd  fbmetimes  even  at  a  doUw  vid  half^ 
Imirer  than  the  l^tterr 


MILLS* 

•       .  .... 

-  I  have  ieen  one  of  the  two  mills  at  Ridi^ 
roond  :  it  ftands  below  the  falls  of  the  river, 
receives  a  great  power  of  water,  and  toms^ 
lix  pair c^ ftones.  It  is  a  fine  mill^andunites 
the  advantages  of  all  the  new  inventions; 
but  it  is  *  ill .  conilmded  I  the  cogs  of  the 
wheels  are  clumfily  executed :  it  is  moreover 
liot  iiifficiently  roomv.  It  nevertheleis  cofts 
a  yearly  rent  of  near  fix  thouiand  dollars 
to  Monfieur  ChevaUer,  a  Frenchman  from 
Rochefort,  heretofore  dinedor  of  the  French 
paquets  to  America,  and  now  fettled  in  Virv 
ginia.  This  mill  is  generally  employed  in 
private  manufadure,  and  ieldom  works  fisf 
the  public  |  when  the  latter  is  the  cafe,  the 

terpis 
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C0rcns  for  grinding  are  five  bu(hels  for  each 
barrel  of  flour*  Moniieur  Chevalier  and  hit 
partners  are  in  the  conftant  habit  of  fpeca^ 
lating  on  the  moment  when  they  ihiiUfendi 
their,  flour  to  market.  Their  fpeculations 
have  hitherto  proved  yery  advantageous  tm 
them  :  but  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  a 
material  loft  fr^m  a  late  fpeculatioti  which 
determined  them  two  months  (ince  to  refbfe 
the  offer  of  thirteen  dollars  per  barrel,  in 
liopes  of'  obtaining  a  ftill  better  price.  At 
the.preient  moment  they  could  not  find  a 
purchaier  at  above  ten  dollars* 

MANNERS  AND  LAWS. 

Society  here  difplays  the  charafteriftics  of 
fimplicity  and  honefty  :  neverthelefs  it  is 
not  linked  in  the  bond  of  unity.  The  men 
who  belong  to  oppofite  parties  feldom  vifit 
each  other  2  but,  when  they  happen  to  meet, 
they  treat  each  other  with  all  the  politenels 
and  civility  of  well-bred  people. 

The  party  oppofed  to  government — that 
is  to  fay,  the  party  wifhing  for  a  change  in 
the  exifting  conftitution,  a  reftridlion  in  the 

executive 


iC3f€^ive  power—bas  here  nw^y  zealous 
a4b«€ftts.  This  party  would  pvdknAa  their 
Awn  the  i!^w  Fronchi  copAitatiua,  fuch  «f 
it  ia:  4fid»  fi:Qm  tibe:  percoaneucy  of  that  coiw 
fiitMitiffcjjpL  Fraoce,  they  derive  encourage* 
4ifie;Dt;  If&efTed  a  chaoge;  ia  the)  conftitidion  of 
Ihe^liltirt^d  States.  -:    r 

.  The  party  in  the  Englifli.  intereil  confidcff 
the,  fuppoct  of  the  EugUfli,  conftitiition,  even 
svith  aU  4t9  exiftijag  abufea,  as  the  mean  of 
QVerthrowintg  .the  preTent  . coqftittxtion  o£ 
France^  aiid  fvibAituting  ia  its  ftnd  a  nxM 
narchy;  and  Alifo  as  a  circumfbance  caica^ 
lated  to  gratify  the  defirc  which  they  evi- 
dently manifeft  of  coaferrii\g,  a  great  ad- 
ditional ffrength  on  the  executive  power  of 
the  United  Statejsr^as  well  a^  the  dofire,.  not 
kfs  real  ihowgh  lefs  openly  avowed,  of  feeing 
9  hereditary  monarchy  eftabliflied  ia  thia 

eountiry. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes  there  ia  an 
intormediate  ciafs  whofe  fentiments  arc 
marked  with  moderation.  There  are  alfo> 
i>me  extravagant  cnthufiaiH  who  blindly 
embraoe  the  French  or  the  EngliOi  partyi 
without  any  uherior  political  confideration^ 
:;  and 


tmd  merely  through  tntereil  or  paCGon.  The 
comm^cial  body^  for  inftance,  at  Kichmondt 
as  akaoft  every- where  clfe,  are  eicelufiyeJjr 
attached  ta  England,  becaufe  it  is  with  hor 
they  have  all  their  dealings,  and  have  no 
pioCpe£t  of  credit  or  profit  except  by  her 
means ; .  and  at  Richmond,  as  in  nearly  aQ 
the  trading  towna,  the  commercial  body  ea« 
joys  a  certain  degree  of  fuperiprity.  During 
^he  ht^  diicuiliQii  of  the  treaty  in.Coiigreis» 
the  majority  of  .this  town  informed  their 
repreien^tives  in  the  national  legiflature 
that  they  wiihed  them  to  vote  for  its  ratifi*' 
cation^  I  have  feen  all  forts  of  companyt 
and  in  none  have  I  heard  the  prefidcnt  men* 
tioned  oiherwife  than  in  terms  of  refpe£t. 

Mr,  Edmond  Randolph,  heretofore  fecre^ 
tary  of  ftatc  to  the  Union,  and  become  fo 
famous  in  confcquenceof  Monfieur  Fauchet's 
letter,  follows  here  the  profeffion  of  a  lawyer, 
to  which  he  had  devoted  all  that  part  of  his 
life  that  was  not  employed  in  public  affairs^ 
He  has  great  practice,  and  (lands  in  that 
refpeft  nearly  on  a  par  with  Mr.  J.  Mar* 
{hall,  the  rooft  efteemed  and  celebrated 
Cou^feljor  in  this  town. 

The 
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The  profeflion  of  a  law3rcr  is  here,  as  in 
every  other  part  of  America,  one  of  the  moft 
profitable.  But,  though  the  employment  be 
here  more  conftant'than  in  Carolina,  the 
praditioner's  emoluments  are  very  far  from 
being  equally  confiderable.  Mn  Marihall 
docs  not  from  his  praftice  derive  above  four 
^or  five  thouiand  dollars  per  annum,  and  not 
even  that  fum  every  year.  In  Virginia  the 
lawyers  ufually  take  care  to  ihfift  on  pay- 
ment before  they  proceed  in  a  fiiit :  and  this 
cuftom  is^  juftified  by  the  general  difpofition 
of  the  inhabitants  to  pay  as  little  and  as  fel- 
dom  as  poiBble.  I  have  beard  phyficians 
declare  that  they  do  not  annually  receive 
<me-third  of  what  is  due  to  them  for  their 
attendance;  that  they  have  fbme  of  thele 
debts  of  five  and  twenty  years*  ihmding ; 
that  their  claims  are  frequently  denied ;  and 
that,  in  order  to  recover  payment,  they  arc 
obliged  to  fend  writs,  carry  on  law-futts,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

The  derangement  of  affairs  occafioned  by 
cxpences  exceeding  the  bounds  of  income, 
mod  efpecially  by  gaming — and,  above  all, 
the  want  of  delicacy  relulting  from  that  dc« 

rangement 


m9SeinffP£HP^/E<i<a  tbebahtt  of  duolcing 
lightl)^.  of!  d^btA— |fV%.  !^  caufes  of  tbU  ims 
jnpralenilersijr.tluiigii)  ^ditis  ip  (mxwde- 
gr^e  encpi(i^ge4.byjlie  lawt  of.the  fiat^ 

Qtber  wnmovabfejproperty  foi;  ^^^fm^ 
of  ^ebu.  This.]^w,  whkk  tht  Virgioifuii: 
i»yt  tfaii^  .onginally  derived  ftom  £DgUo4» 
im  been  p^elerved  by  tbeia  in  all  thcro^ 
foriDt.  ;W^iph  tbeyT  hayp.  ipade  ia  t^ieij^.^l;^, 
.  Goje,  and.lws-jbe^ajpceleiiy^by  themjaloBf^ 
Sl^es  and  movable  property  are  ieizable: 
but  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  mauners 
of  the  country  may  readily  conceive  how 
great  the  faciHty  of  making  a  feigned  fale  of 
them :  and  then,  by  holding  them  as  hired^ 
they  are  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  feizure. 
Gaming  is  the  ruling.paffion  of  the  Vir- 
ginians :  at  pharo,  dice,  billiards,  at  every 
imaginable  game  of  hazard,  they  lofe  con-, 
fiderable  fums.  Gaming-tables  are  publicjjr 
kept  in  almofl  every  town,  and  particularly 
at  Richmond.  Yet  a  law  of  the  ftate^ 
enaded  no  longer  ago  than  in  December, 
)7P2,  exprefsly  prohibits  all  games  of  ha-, 
zard,  all  wagers  ^t  horlc-races  or  cock-figbtf,: 

'of' 
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>  of  which  the  Virginians  are  paflionately  foml 
-Hforbids  the  lofing  of  more  than  twentf 
dollars  at  cards  within  four  and  twenty  hoorft 
«^— places  all  the  holders  of  banks   on   the 
footing  of  vagabonds— ordters  the  jaftices  of 
the  peace^  on  the  flightefl  infoitnationy  •  to 
enter  the  places  where  they  are   held,  to 
break  the  tables,  feize  the  money,  &c*  &c* 
Nevcrthelcfs,  to  the  prefent  hour,  the  greater 
nun^ber  of  thofe  who  enaded  that  law— Kif 
the  prefent  legiflators,   the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  the  other  magiftrates— are  affi- 
duous  in  .their  attendance  at  thofe  feats  of 
gambling.      The    bank-holders   arc   every- 
where received  and  acknowledged  as  *'  gen- 
tlemen ;**  and  thieir  profeffion  is  envied^  as 
being  a  very  lucrative   one.     The  part  of 
this  law  which  is  (aid  to  be  the  moft  punc* 
tually  executed  is   that  which  cancels  the 
debts  contrafted  at  the  gaming-table,    and 

* 

prohibits  the  payment  of  them. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  witnefs  fcenes  of 
bloodlhed  at  thefe  gaming-houfes.  Since 
my  arrival  here,  a  young  man,  of  a  family 
of  confequence  in  Virginia,  fancying,  in  his 
impatient  heat  at  a  billiard-party,  that  he 

had 
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%ad  Ttafdn  to  be  A^thfied  ttrith  the  be> 
"haviotfr  of  a  fflaricer  whom  he  thought  de- 
ficient in  due  irefpc6t  to  him, — after  dit 
thargirig  a  volley  of  abufe  on  the  man  Who 
•with  touch  difficulty  bore  it — thruft  him 
through  the  body  with  a  kind  of  cutlafs 
which  iie  wore  by  hisfiJe.  "  The  marker  did 
WtiJre  in  confcquefice  of  the  wound:  but, 
tyen  if  he  had,  the  young  man  would  have 
cq'ulalty  cfcaped  profecution.  The  latter  has 
quitted  the  town  for  a  few  days,  and  wfll 
Ihoitly  reappear,  and  refume  his  ufual  pur- 
Tuits,  as  if  he  had  been  abfeitt  oiily  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health ;  although  riobody  denies 
the  Commiffion  of  that  public  a6l,  or  attempts 
to  palliate  it. 

The  law  againft  inoculation  is  more  rigidly 
enforced.  It  prohibits  every  pcrfon  froiii 
having  himfelf  or  any  of  his  family  inocu- 
lated without  permiffioa  obtained  from  all 
the  juftices  of  the  county,  who,  on  his  peti- 
tion, are  to  aflemble,  and  enquire  into  the 
motives  of  his  requeft,  its  neceflity,  its  pro- 
priety. If  they  acquiefce,  their  permiflion, 
which  is  to  be  given  in  writing,  is  ftill  of  no 
avail:  that  of  all  the  neighbours  for  two  miles 

round 
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round  is  moreover  required  |  and  the  refuial 
of  afingle  one  preyents  the  iuoculation. 
Any  ph>ficiaj^  who  (hould  prefume  to  inocu* 
]at(^  withouf  thefe  precfi^utions,  would  fee 
punifhed  hy  .a  fine  of  ten  thoufand  dollars. 
Whoever  is .  accidentally  attacked  by  the 
fniall-pox  h  carried  to  a  lonely  houie  in  the 
middle  of  the  woods,  and  there  he  receives 
medical  affiftance.  .^,1/  the  village,  the  town, 
the-diftrid,  -to  \vhich.he  belongs,  catch  the 
iftfefiion,  thefe  places  are  cut  off  from  all 
con^munication  with  the  reft  of  the  country, 
and  are  permitted  to  have  recourfe  to  inocu- 
lation :  otherwife  it  is  never  allowed ;  for  it 
is  eafy  to  perceive  that  the  faculty  of  obtain- 
ing permiflion  for  the  purpole  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  county 
and  the  general  confent  of  the  neighbours, 
in  a  country  where  prejudices  receive  fuch 
additional  ftrength  from  the  law,  is  a  niere 
illufion, 

^    m 

People  are  often  heard  to  murmur  againft 
this  abfurd  law  :  yet  it  is  punftually  obeyed : 
and  nobody  can  allege  as  a  pretext  for  this 
prejudice,  that  the  Virginians  are  afraid  of 
**  tempting  God/'  as  was  the  cant  of  our 

priefts 
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prieils  in  France,  who,  in  this  inftance  as- 
in  many  others,  have  done  all  the  mifchief 
in  their  power.      Thofe  who  are  aflced  a 
reafon  for  fuch  a  regulation  adduce  'the  fear 
of   propagating    a  dangerous    difeafe   with 
which  they  aflert  that  Virginia   has  never 
been  otherwife  than  partially  and  accident- 
ally infeded.     They   repeat   the   aflertions 
which  in  Europe  had  long  proved  a  bar  to 
the  exteniion  of  that  admirable  difcovery.: 
They  fay  that  the  praftice  of  .inoculation^ 
by. rendering  the  difeafe  more  common,  in-  , 
creafes  the  number  of  its  vidims  far  beyond 
what  nature  intended  ;   that  inoculation  is 
itfelf  full  of  dangers;    that   the   attendant 
expences,   which   are   confiderable,  do   not 
lie  within  the   ability  of  the  poor  (for,  in 
Virginia,  as  elfewhere,  fome  popular  reafon 
muft    be    given),    &c.    &c.    &c.       One  is 
aftoniftied  to  hear  from  the  mouths  of  en- 
lightened men  thefe  arguments  which  the 
old  women  of  Europe  have  long  ceafed  to 
repeat. .   Population  does  not  fuiFcr  a  greater 
decreafe  in  Pennfylvania  or  the  other  Ame- 
rican ftates  where  inoculation  is  permitted, 
than  in  Virginia  where  it  is  prohibited  :  on 
Vol.  III.  G  tlic 
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the  cbntrary,  it  daily  incrfeafes.  This  entire 
iialation  of  the  place  where  the  fmall-pox 
bfeaks  out,  fuch  as  the  laws  of  Virginia  pre^ 
fcribe,  cannot  be  carried  into  efFeft  with  all 
the  conditions  neceflary  to  render  it  iklutiry. 
May  not  the  infeftion  be  conveyed  by  the 
pbyiicians^  whom  the  law  does  not  fubjeft 
to  quarantine  ?  And  might  not  the  neceffary 
expences  of  inoculation,  which  are  known 
to  be  fo  moderate,  be  confined  by  the  pro- 
vident attention  of  government  to  a  fum 
which  no  family  fliould  fcel  burdenfome  ? 
To  all  thcfe  palpable  truths  no  folid  anfwet 
is  given :  yet  the  advocates  of  inoculation 
are  far  fiY)m  having  any  hope  of  being  abl6 
to  efFc^  an  alteration  in  the  law. 

I  have  heard  alleged,  as  the  real  motive 
f6r  the  regulation,  the  fear  entertained  by 
the  planters  of  being  obliged  to  inoculate 
their  negroes,  if  the  praftice  of  inoculation 
fhould  become  Co  general  as  to  render  that 
precaution  neceffery  to  J^referve  them  from 
the  danger  of  its  epidemic  ravages.  It  is 
difficult  to  credit  fuch  a  reafon,  when  the 
«xpence  is  fo  trifling,  when  the  procefs  is  fo 
(iafy,  and  when  befidcs  they  are  in  the  habit 
:  of 
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of  not  paying  their  phyiicians.  The  xnoft 
probable  caufe^  are  heedleiTQe&y  want  of  re- 
fiedioo,  and  cuftom.  Yet  the  firft  right  of 
man,  that  of  preierving  his  own  life,  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  Gothic  legidation.  Political 
iydenas  too  often  refemble  iyftems  of  reli^ 
gion :  each  man,  according  to  his  private 
ipfiereft,  frames  one  for  himfelf,  which  is 
cpmpofed  of  the  grofTeft  abfurdities  and  the 
moft  glaring  contradictions;  and  his  con* 
fcjience  becomes  gradually  accuftomed  and 
reconciled  to  it« 

The  civil  laws  of  Virginia  have  ftruck  me 
a$ -wifely  ordained.  That  which  relates  to 
perfons  dying  inteflate,  divides  the  property 
equally  among  the  children — affigns  to  the 
noother  one  third  of  the  whole — andcondu<5ls 
with  great  forefighi;  and  juftice  the  divifion 
of  the  fortune  of  the  deccafed  in  default 
of  children,  wife,  father,  mother,  brother,, 
fifter,  &c.  But  the  freedom  of  teftamentary 
devife  is  allowed  to  fubfift  in  unbounded  lati- 
tude ;  and  the  manners  of  the  counta*y  almoft 
univerfally  incline  the  teftators  rather  to  fol- 
low the  ancient  cuftoms,  than  to  regard  the 
iatentioiis  ^f  the  more  recent  law  :   the  con- 

G  ?  fcquence 
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fcquencc  of  which  is  that  the  eldeft  Con  in- 
herits almoft  the  whole  property,  and  the 
males  are  provided  with  fortunes  at  the  ex-  • 
pence  of  the  females. 

■  ■ 

The  llavc-laws  are  much  milder  here  than 
in  any  of  the  -other  countries  through  which  • 
I  have  hitherto  travelled.     Juftice,  I  grant,-: 
is  not  the  fame  for  the  mafter  as  for  the 
flave,   for  the  white   man  and  the  black.' 
Legiflation  is  always  partial  in  this  inftance  ; 
but  that  partiality  is  a  cruel  and  almoft  un- 
avoidable confequence  of  the  admiflion  of  • 
flavery ;  and  this  truth  ought  alone  to  be 
Ibfficient  to  occafion  its  abolition  among  an 
enlightened  people  who  retain  any  idea  of- 
morality.     The  Virginians  have  gone  farther 
in  reforming  the  barbarity   of  the  ancient 
laws  refpefting  flavery,  than  any  other  people 
of  the  United  States — perhaps  than  any  other 
niition  upon  earth  where  flavery  prevails  in 
full  force. 

In  1772  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  peti- 
tioned the  king  of  England  to  authorize  the 
governor  to  give  his  fanftion  to  a  law  pro- 
hibiting all  further  importation  of  negroes 
into  the  province:  and  his  refufal  to  grant- 

their 
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^ttt  iT4tieft"iS  dne^of  the  giievanfces  <ka 
'  which  the  nioft  bitter  complaints  ard  made 
againft  his  Brioih  majeAy  in  the  preamble 
to  the  liew  confHtution  framed  in  iTTVi 
■  Acecnrdingly  an  u€t  forbidding  all  future 
ia]^>ortati6n  ^  of  negroes  into  the  ftate  was 
one  of  the  6t&  hws  pafled  by  the  legifla^. 
tare  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  conftittt^ 
fion*  t 

:-  A  negro  who  raiieshis  hand  againft  « 
white  man  is  acquitted  if  it  be  proved  that 
he  has  done  it  in  felf-defence. ;  otherwiie 
•he  receives  thirty  lafhes.  The  (lave-  ii 
judged  by  five  juflices  of  the  peace^  whofe 
unanimous  voice  is  requiSte  to  pa(s  (entence 
of  death.  Slaves  are  called  upon  to  give 
evidence  on  the  trials  of  other  (laves  in  cri- 
minal caufes  ;  but  they  are  cautioned  by  the 
judges,  that,  if  their  teftimony  be  proved  falfe, 
their  ears  will  be  cut  off.  No  man  who 
is  in  the  flighteft  degree  intereftcd  either  for 
or  againft  a  negro  is  allowed  to  fit  in  jvdge« 
ment  on  or  give  evidence  againfl  htm.  If 
juflice  difpofes  of  the  periba  of  a  negro^  the 
owner  is  paid  the  full  value  of  his  dave ;  a 
regulation  which  renders  the  maflers  le&  in« 

Gs  dined 
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clined  to  fcreen  tb<Hr  ilaves  ffom  the  fevcHtf 
of  the  lawa. 

Xh^  courts  pf  juftice  in  Virginia  are  in- 
fiumerable.  The  cofts  of  law  are  not  con-» 
fidcrabld:  and  in  confequence  litigation,  is 
frftquent*  Suits  for  the  recovery  of  debts  oo* 
Cflpy  above  one  half  of  the  titnc  allotted  fi>r 
tlw  feffions.  The  beft  proved  debt  cannot 
be  recovered  within  a  {hotter  period  than 
eighteen  months  :  and  it  oftdn  happens  that 
feveral  years  are  not  fufficient  to  put  the  cre- 
ditor in  pofTeffioa  of  his^  right.  The  natural 
averiion  to  the  payment  of  debts  finds  in 
chicSsinery  a  thoiifand  means  of  gratify mg 
itfelf :  and  on  that  head,  here  as  well  as  in 
every  other  country,  the  manners  of  the 
people  aid  and  flreogthen  the  refources  of 
chicanery. 

Difputes  refpe6ling  the  title  to  lands  are 
alfo  one  of  the  moil  frequent  caufes  of  law* 
fucts.  '         * 

The  criminal  code  is  nearly  the  feme  here 
as  in  the  other  ftatcs  which  have  not  followed 
the  laudable  example  of  Pennfylvania  :  it  i$ 
even  (bmewhat  milder.  It  is  with  pain» 
however,  that  one  obferves  that  the  foreigner 
,  "  ;  who 
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who  iodcnts  himfcif  as  *  a  Servant  is  liable  • 
tq  the  punidimeat  of  the  whip  for  various 
cfieac^s,  even  thofe  which  only  concern  hia 
I9ft{ktr'6  ifervice.  The  other  puniihments 
arei  ^B  ^liewb^re,  hangings  whipping,  bun^r 
ing  in  the  hand,  &c.  * 

TIbe  fiate  of  Virginia  has  no  public  debt^ 
except  a  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  which 
Oie.  was  found  debtor  to  the  Union  on  the 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  ilates  with 
th^  general  government — and  a  claim  of 
between  three  and  four  millions  of  livres^ 
made,  on  the  part  of  France,  by  M onfieur  de 
Beauinarchais,  for  arms  and  military  flores 
of  every  kind,  furniflied  to  her  during  the 
war.  The  people  here  have  the  juftice  to 
allow  the  Jpodnefs  of  thofe  fupplies,  and  the 
abfblute  neceflity  of  them  at  the  time  when 

*  Since  the  writing  of  this  journal,  the  legiflaturc  of 
Virginia,  on  the  2 2d  of  December  1796,  pafled  a  law, 
that  now  lies  before  me,  by  which  the  punifhmcnt  of 
death  is  folely  confined  to  cafes  of  premeditated  murder» 
All  odier  crimes,  even  jthat  of  high  treafon,  are  punifliable 
piily  by  confinement  for  a  fliorter  or  a  longer  term* 
At  length  the  Pennfyivania  fyftem,  refpefting  the  penal 
code  and  the  management  of  prifons,  is  now  eftabliflicd 
hi  Virginia. 

G  4  they 
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they  were  fen t :  they  even  acknowledge  the 
greater  part  of  the  debt ;  neverthelefs  they 
do  not  feem  difpofed  to  give  any' fonnal  deed 
of  acknowledgement ;  the  ftate  being  as  little 
inclined  to  the  payment  of  debts  as  the  ih- 
dividuals  who  compofe  it. 

The  ftate  even  poffefTesa  capital  which  is 
eftimated  at  above  fixty  thoufand  dollars. 
But  this  capital,  which  is  daily  encreafing, 
^nfes  from  a  fource  that  muft  fooner  or  later' 
be  produftive  of  difturbance :  it  is  the  grants 
of  land,  '  Purfuant  to  an  exifting  law,  the 
.  Aate  difpofes  of  vacant  lands  at  the  rate  of 
two  cents  per  acre,  or  twenty  dollars  for  a 
thoufand  acres ;  which  is  the  ufual  proportion 
of  thofe  grantSi  To  obtain  fuch  grants,  it 
is  fufBcient  to  declare  that  thf/ lands  for 
which  application  is  made,  and  of  which 
the  boundaries  are  defcribed  in  the  petition, 
have  no  owner :  whereupon  the  ftate — that 
is  to  fay,  the  laud-office,  which  in  this 
inftance  reprefents  the  ftate — 'grants  a  war- 
rant, or  an  order  for  a  furvey.  The  grantee 
has  his  grant  furveyed  by  the  ftate  furveyor : 
it  is  regiftered ;  and  a  very  moderate  annual 
tax  which  he  pays  for  his  land,  fecures  to 

him 


§ 


hitn  the  poflfeffion  of  it;     But  it  frequeotljr 
'  Ittppba^that  (^  applications  2xtxsaA€ 

}aj  itYtt^  pipt^msifbr  -tho  iame  laiid-^«^«iot 
prtexfely  for  the  &me  tra6l  bounded  by  th6 
fame  limit9-^->^t  for  a  trad,  in^iicb,  having 
difiereftt  boubdaries^  includes  a  greatec  or 
lefler  part  of  ^t  already  granted ;  of  wftick' 
the  remainder  is  included  in  another  'fimilar 
application*  Thefe  again  fall  under  othcn 
cf  the  ikme  kind  in  endle&  fucceffion  ;ib 
ihat  the :  fame  identical  acres  are  oAea 
daitxied  by  five  or  fix  grantee^  or  even 
more*  .     i .  .      ! 

-  The  ftato  does  not  warrant  to  the  grantee 
thalt  the  lands  have  oot  already  been  granteli '; 
it  is  his  bufinefi  to  acquire  fuch  infbrmatioa 
as  ihall  fecure  to  him  the  future  pofleffion  of 
the  property.  But,  in  an  uninhabited  country, 
with  a  fingle  office,  where  lands  belonging 
to  the  flate  at  large  (without  any  fubdivifiona 
into  townfliips  or  counties)  are  granted,  it  is 
impofiible  to  acquire  the  necefTaiy  informal 
tion;  and  men  of  the  mofl  upright  inten- 
tions are  often  deceived  on  the  occaiion. 

The  fpeculatprs  find  their  account  in  this 
obfcurity:  and  in  this  kind  of  fpcculation^ 

which 


which  is  very  prevalent  in  Virgini*,  the  in- 
habitants of  Fen^rylvania   and  the   oth^r 
northern  ftates  take  ft  deep  ihare«  The  ilate 
alfo  derives  a  pifoi^t:  from  thefe  double  or 
triple  fales^  by  the  tnone^  thence  fKrcruing^. 
But,  befidcs  that  it:i$^  the  diMy  of  a  govern--^ 
mont   to  prefcrve  thie  gOvefOiod  from  im** 
poiition,  and  ft  ill  nniore  to  abftain  from  alL 
participation  in  the  fraud— rit  is -eafy  to  forefee 
that  a  time  will  come  when  the  grantee^  of 
tibflfit  lands,  mortified  at  iieeijig  themfelves 
thii&duped,  andincenfcd  by  a^^efuial  on  the 
part  of  government  to  refund  their  money,^ 
will:  carry  into  that  couiitry  a  i^lqw  germ  of 
difeontent^  and  coof^qijentlyvof  diftytrbauce/ . 

:This  ftate  of  a£feirjs,is  geiierftlly  knovyn 
at  prcfenit :  and  acc^Midingly  Vir^iiu^a  lands^ 
arc  fallen  into  difercdit.  The  quantiity  isr 
iinmenfe:  the  :co\irfifr  o£  afl^uji^.'fnigr^tioa 
tends  rather  to  dij3nimlh  thaa.kicreafe  the; 
population  of  Virgiftta :  thi^;  the  periq^ 
vt^cti  the  uncultiwit^,  lands,  of  .which  there 
are  very  extenliYe.  tr^s,  ih^L^otoc^  tp  bfi 
inhabited.  Is  much  farther  difl^ot  there  than 
in  iaiy  -other  iUtQpf  |i)ie  Union.*..  JJ^an while 
pKtty  nomcrQus  ^e^sftands  are,  already  aiade 

:.:..;  to 
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to  the  court  which  is  appointed  to  take  cog-* 
nizance  of  fuch  affairs ;  but  that  courts  barely 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  oldeft  titks,  pro* 
nounces  the  money  to  b^  abfolutely  loft 
which  the  fecond  or  third  grantees  have  paid 
to  the  ftate  for  their  lands,  and  to  the  fun* 
vcyots  for  the  expences  of  furveying.  Thefe 
laft  fums  amount  to  double  the  price  of  the 
pnrchaie,  that  is  to  fay,  to  four  cents  per 
a<*re. 

From  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
ftate  of  Virginia,  it  follows  that  the  burdens 
impofed  on  the  citizens  are,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  by  no  means  heavy.  The  duty 
on  the  infpedion  of  tobacco  tends  to  render 
them  ftill  lighter.  They  confift  of  five 
(hillings  on  every  hundred  pounds  eftimated 
value  of  lands,  divided  into  four  claflcs  (and 
the  lands  are  always  eftimated  below  their 
real  value)—- two  dollars  and  one  twelfth 
on  every  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol* 
lars  eflimated  value  in  city-lots — one  (hil- 
ling and  eight  pence  on  each  flave  below  ♦ 

*  Au'iejjgus  in  th«  French.  Is  it  not  a  fault  of  print  £br 
fu^eJfuSf  above  f 

the 
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the -age  of  twelve  years,  except  thoie  who 
are  e^iempted  from  taxation  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  place  on  account  of  their  infir- 
mities— 3.  fum  ^oti  each  flallion,  whether 
horfe  or  a{s>  equal  to  the  price  demanded 
for  his  covering— four  pence  for  eveiy  other 
horfe,  ipare,  or  mule — ^forty  ihillingS  for 
every  ordinary  licence — fifty  dollars  for  each 
billiard-table— fix  ihillings  per  wheel  on 
every  four-wheeled  carriage,  except  phaetons, 
and  waggons,  which  pay  but  four— and  ten 
ihillings .  per  wheel  on  every  two-wheeled 
carriage.  Such  are  the  taxes  voted  in  tl^e 
laft  feffion  for  the  ej^pences  of  1 796.  They 
vary  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  lefler. 
amount  of  public  expenditure  ordered. 

Independent  of  thefe  taxes,  there  arc 
duties  impofed  on  proceedings  in  the  fu- 
preme  court — on  transfers  of  certificates  of 
the  furveys  of  land — on  certificates  and  con-r 
tra6ls  drawn  by  notaries— on  certifiqates 
given  by  the  county  courts  or  thofe  of  the 
towns — and,  finally^  on  certificates  paffing 
the  great  feal  of  the  ftate.  The  valuation 
of  the  lands  was  made  in  1781  and  1782, 

and 
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^d  is  permanent.     Lands  recently  granted 
by  the  ftate  are  fubjefl  to  the  tax. 

The  Iheriffs  in  the  different  counties  arc, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  colleftors  of  all  the 
taxes.  They  arc  annually  nominated  hj 
the  governor  of  the  ftate,  from  a  lift  of 
three  juftices  of  the  peace,  drawn  up  by 
the  county-courts.  They  cannot  be  con- 
tinued in  office  above  two  years.  They 
muft  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
tboufand  dollars.  They  receive  a  commit- 
fion  of  five  per  cent  on  the  fums  by  them 
<}olle6ted.  The  commiffioncrs  (generally  two 
in  each  county)  who  aflefs  the  taxes,  receive 
d  dollar  per  day  during  the  time  they  devote 
to  that  bufinefs.  The  duties  on  judicial  pro- 
cefles  are  received  by  the  connty  clerks,  and 
by  the  officers  who  iflue  them. — Every  im- 
migrant artifan  who  arrives  in  the  ftate 
enjoys  during  five  years  an  exemption  from 
cv/cry  other  tax  except  that  on  land,  if  he  fol- 
lows a  trade. — ^The  taxes  being  light  are 
well  paid  in  Virginia.  The  feizure  of  mo- 
vable property,  and  even  of  (laves,  enfurcs' 
the  regular  colledion  of  all  the  funds. — ^Thc 
^xpences   of  the   government   of  Virginia 

annually 
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annually  Amount  to  a  hundred,  and  fixtjr^ 
thoufand  dollars* 

The  counties  unpofe  no  taxes  unlefs  when 
they  have  bridges^  prifons,  or  court-houfes,  to 
buikL  In  fuch  cafes  the  lands  at  the  value 
eilimated  for  the  flate-taxes,  apd  the  negroes^ 
are  taJcen  as  data  by  which  to  regulate  the 
temporary  impofitions  which  are  deemed  ne- 
ccffary.— I  have  ilrcady  remarked  that  the 
roads  are  made  and  repaired  by  the  labour 
cf  the  inhabitants* 

■  -  The  town-taxes  are  in  general  confined  to 
tbofe  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor..  At  Rich- 
mond ^hey  enoBface.  a  variety  of  objefts:. 
they  are  impof^  on  carriages,  and  the  let^ , 
ting  erf  houies ;  they  comprize  moreover  an 
impofition  of  two  (hillings  per  head  on  ne-^ 
groes  above  iixteen  years  of  age,  &c.  but 
th^y  do  not  ia  any  particular  wear  the  fea» 
tures  of  an  arbitrary  capitation-tax,  from 
wfa^  {everal  of  the  other  flates  are  not 
CXC:mpt,  / 

The  flate  of  Virginia,  like  inoft  of  the 
other  ilates  of  the  Uriion,  is.  unprovided  with 
^ms  for  her  militia,  and  cannon  for  her 
artillery^     The  late  affembly  has  ordered  a 

yearly 
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fciirly  pfuvifioa  t&:be:fliadc  of  f(Mr*thd||i94i^ 
ftftad  <^  fthaa/widi  miUtar/ «c«outDeiti€|Qt% 
Uf4  teb  pieces  of  cattBon.  Each  artiUcrf 
^ot&paftyiB  to  have  rone.  The  magasBiiif 
for  their  rbc^iod  is  appointed  to  be  att 
PoiAt*ol^Pork  on  Jame&^River;  aqd  the 
ai-im  are  fabricated  ai  JNew^Xrondon  ia 
Bedibrd-County. 

A  wife  law  of  VirguiSib  inteaded  to  afi 
(Ml  the  eleAora  as  a  ftimnlus  to  (tttend  the 
numerous  eledtons  held'in  this  ftate^  iubjefia 
to  a  double  tax  all  thoft-  who  ab&tit  them-- 
felv^s  on  fuch  occa6oii6,  ^unlefe  they  caa 
plead  ill  health  as  their,  apology. 

There  hats  not  for  a  confiderable  time  beea 
any  eftablifliment  of  free  fchools  in  Virginia^ 
Every  thing  remained  to  be  done  in  that 
re(pe<9: — the  divifion  of  counties  into  fchooK 
diftri6ts — organization  of  their  adminiftra- 
tion— -ereftion  of  fchool-houfes,  &c.  A  law; 
of  the  twcnty-fecond  of  December  177^, 
has  provided  for  all  tbefc  obje^te  with  pni* 
dence,  fbreiight,  and  confummate  judgement. 
Some  years  however muft  yet  elapie  before 
ilich  eftabliihments  can  take  place  in  every 
part  of  the  Aate ;  but  the  foundations  aro 

already 
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already  laid:  and  wc  may  anticipate  the 
period  when  the  (yHiem  of  gratuitous  public 
education  will  flouriih  in  Virginia  for  the 
whites,  as  it  does  in  Maflachufctts  and 
Cbnncdicut  for  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia,  framed  in 
1 77O,  eftabliflies  the  fame  divifion  of  powers 
as  the  conftitutions  of  the  other  ftatcs.  Each 
of  the  counties,  which  are  eighty-eight  in 
number,  fends  two  members  to  the  houfe  o£ 
delegates :  Norfolk,  Williamiburg,  and  Rich- 
mondi  which  are  privileged  towns,  fend  one 
each.  They  are  .  elefted  annually*  .  The 
qualifications  for  eligibility  are,  that  the 
candidate  poflefs  the  rights  of  a  citizen  of 
Virginia,  and  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years. 

The  {enate  is  compofed  of  twenty-four 
members-— two  for  each  diftrift ;  the  ftate. 
being,  for  this  fingle  purpofe,  divided  into 
twelve  imaginary  diftrids.  The  fenators  arc 
cleftcd  for  four,  years;  and  one  quarter  of 
their  number  annually  vacate  their  feats. 
The  age  of  twenty-five  years  is  required 
for  eledlion  into  the  fenate.  The  eleSors 
muft  poflfefs  a  hundred  acres  of  uncultivated 
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hnd,  or  tWetity-five  acres  under  cultivatidb^ 
or  a  Itouie  or  lot  to  atowir.      i-  m.: 

-  T&6  gaictxiorf'  the  evieotttive  couhoil 
(without  whoie  concurrence  he  can  (do 
Itothiiig),  nhe  Jttdjsps  of  the  fuprenae  coiirt, 
tfa»  attorn^-^gcntffal,  the  treaiurer>  the  direct 
toi^  bf  the  land^-office,  and  the  comoiander 
ia  chief  of  the  militia^  are  chofen  by  ballot 
f)y  ix>th  hoQfes*  i 

'  -^The  governor  is  ele£tcd  forixie  year,  and 
Cahuot  continue  in  office  above  •  three  ynn[ 
in  ieyen.  1l^  executive  council  -is  oom-^ 
pofed  of  eight  members^  twa  of  whom  are 
removed  every  three  years  by  a  ballot  of 
both  houfeSy  and  are  not  re«*eligible  during 
the  three  years  next  enfuing.  The  prefident 
of  the  executive  council,  who  is  eledled  by. 
the  council  itfelf,  a6ls  as  governor  of  the  ftate 
in  cafe  of  the  deaths  incapacity^  or  abfence^ 
of  the  governor. 

The  judges  continue  in  office  during  good 
behaviour.-~The  treafurer  is  appointed  only 
for  one  year,  but  is  re-eligijble. 

The  juftices  of  the  peace  arc  propofed  by 
the  county-coiirts  to  the  governor,  who  ap- 
points them  without  the  .power  of  rejection. 
:  Vol.  III.  H  The 
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The  fubordiixate  officers  of  juftice  are  opr 
minatcd  by  the  courts  to  which  they  belong, 
and  the  conihibks  by  the  juftices  of  the 
peace* 

The  go\'erQor  cannot  give  his  opinion  oq 
the  laws :  he  cannot  grant  a  pardon  with* 
out  tlie  content  of  his  counciL  Of  all  the 
ftates  of  the  Unioii»  Virginia  is  that  in  which 
the  go\Tn)or  poilcifes  the  leail  power,  and 
the  lalartcs  of  oflke  are  the  lowcil.  The 
public  fundionaries  here  recehx  rery  (lender 
remunetations :    and    accordiogl?    emploT- 

lucnts  are  babimallT  rctuied  bv  the  vcrr 

•  •  « 

men  who  are  bell  qxaU&cd  lo  hold  tbem^ 
but  whi%  bv  acoepting  tbtai»  m^ould  loie  a 
CQoddcnhte  portioa  ot  the  inconcur  whka 
fliey  cm  eenvc  thxa  tiie&r  paitefiiocis,  amd 
who  thiKs  could  lay  up  m  idervtt  tor  toe 
elbfeiilhaittit  ct  tbetr  ttarilrs> 

Ttti:$  cvcmtutK»>  r;&raed  durts^  t!ic  war 
witk  :iie  mcocrMcacttij^  k  preceded  fc j  a 
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Bach  county  has  a  monthly  court :  four  or 
five  counties  conflitute  a  diflri£l,  where  zre 
held  the  circuit-^coufts^  the  general  courts 
orphans*  court,  chancellor's  courts  &C4  &c% 
The  Virginians  are  unanimous  in  afferting 
that  the  feats  of  judges  are,  with  a  few  ex* 
ceptions,  very  ill  filled :  and  among  the  ex- 
ceptions they  mention  the  poft  of  chancellor^ 
held  by  Mr.  Whyte,  who  enjoys  the  general 
efteem.  Thofe  who  are  better  quali^ed  to 
fill  the  places  of  judges  refufe  them  becaufc 
they  are  laborious  and  produ6tive  of  little 
profit. 

Perfeft  freedom  of  religion  is  allowed  by 
the  laws  of  Virginia :  but  few  nations  ard 
kfs  addi£led  to  religious  praftices  than  the 
Virginians.  At  Richmond  there  is  no  church# 
Prayers  are  fometimes  read  in  the  Capitol, 
in  one  of  the  halls  deftined  for  the  legiflature : 
and  then  they  are  read  by  an  epifcopalian 
clergyman,  becaufe  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  members  of  that  profeffion  are  more 
numerous  than  the  others.  Meetings  of 
anabaptifts,  methodifts,  and  even  quakers^ 
are  more  regularly  held,  but  in  private  houfes, 
as  none  of  thofe  fe£ls  have  any  public  builds 
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ing  appropriated  to  the  pra&ice  of  their  re* 

The  colonization  of  Virginia,  or  rather 
its  firft  fcttlcment»  dates  from  the  jear  1584, 
at  which  period  Queen  Ehzabcth  granted  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  the  property  of  all  the 
lands  he  could  dilcover  beyond  the  leas,  un- 
inhabited bj  any  Chriftian  nation.  This 
property  extended  to  the  dillance  of  two  hun* 
dred  leasees  from  anv  hahitatioos  which  the 
new  colony  might  ellablifli  within  fix  years* 
The  queen  reierved  for  herfelf  only  a  fifth 
part  of  the  produce  of  any  gold  or  filver 
mines  which  might  be  diicovered.  It  was  in 
the  ifle  of  Roanokcj  which  now  ooniiitutes  a 
part  of  North* Carolina,  that  the  new  iettlers 
fini  landed :  and  hence  they  aftenn^ard  pro- 
ceeded to  Hatoraik  in  the  bay  ot  Cheiapeak. 
This  eiiabiifliment,  which  was  not  aided  by 
any  public  afliftance  firom  England,  already 
coil  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  forty  thou^d 
pounds  fterling.  He  was  therefore  obliged 
to  form  a  partnerihip  with  IThomas  Smith 
and  other  adventurers,  to  whom,  in  return 
for  confidence  fimis  of  money  received  firom 
themj  he  granted  an  miliauted  trecdoip  of 

trade 
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tradcand  a  fhare  iii  the  proprietorfhip.  But 
in  1003  Sir  Walter  was  arredicd  by  order  oP 
the  EngUfli  coupt;  and  it  has  never  fince 
been  known  what  became  of  thefmall  number 
of  coloniib  at  that  time  fettled  in  hi»  im-> 
menfe  grant. 

From  the  misfortunes  of  Sif-  Walter 
Raleigh  fbme  rich  proprietors  and  merchants 
odf  London,  who  were  jealous  of  hi^pdOTeffion; 
conceived  the  idea  that  he  had  no  longed 
any. claim  to  it:  and  this  opinion  received 
.  confirmation  from  the  condu<ft  of  kin^ 
James^  who,  by.  letters  patent,  granted  to  Sir 
Thomas  Gates,  the  Earl  of  Salifbary,  and 
fome  others,  for  themfclves  and  dieir  heirs, 
all  the  lands  of  Virginia,  to  the:  extent  of 
two  hundred  miles  north  and  Ibuth  of  Point 
Comfort,  together  with  the  adjacent  iflands 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  the  coaft,  &c.  &c. 
This  company  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  *^treafurers  and  company  of  adven- 
turers and  planters  of  the  city  of  Ix)ndon 
for  the  firft  colony  in  Virginia.'*  This 
patent,  iflued  in  lOdQ,  granted  and  allowed 
freedom  of  commerce  with  England,  ex* 
emptibn  from  all  taxes,  and  the  rights  of  an 
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EnglKh  fiibjea,  to  every  pcrlbn  bom  in  the 
new  colony.  The  council,  which  was  to  fit 
in  London  for  the  direchon  of  the  enterprize, 
was  cbofen  by  the  nomination  of  the  com* 
pany.  Never  was  pateut  granted  in  inch  ex- 
tenfive  latitude. 

The  Indians,  as  in  every  other  inftance, 
^ffifted  the  rifing  colony :  they  had  fhown 
themielves  equally  kind  and  hotpitable  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh :  bat  here  alio,  as  every- 
where elie,  they  in  the  end  became  objeds 
of  perfecution  ;  and  wars  between  them  and 
the  colonifts  (hook  and  difturbed  the  new 
lettlement. 

ft 

In  1621,  a  fort  of  conflitution  had  been 
given  to  the  colony  by  the  company  who 
were  its  proprietors*  This  ccxiftitution  ap- 
pointed an  annual  afiemUy  compoied  of  two 
xeprefentatives  from  each  town,  plantation, 
or  hundred — a  privy  council  nominated  by 
the  eompany — and  a  governor,  aUb  of  their 
nomination,  who  ^oSdkd  a  negative  on  the 
laws  propofed  by  the  aflembly. 

In  1G22,  Charles  the  Firft,  diflatisfied  with 
^  condud  of  the  company,  took  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colony  into  his  own  hands, 

in 
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in  violation  of  the  charter  granted  by  his 
predcccflbr,  which  deprived  him  of  that 
right.  This  change  of  maftcrs,  however, 
did  not  afFcft  either  the  rights  or  the  opinions 
of  the  colonics. 

It  was  under  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft  that  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax  ob- 
tained a  difmembcrment  of  the  jurifdidtion, 
government,  and  territory,  cf  Virginia. 

In  lfl50,  after  the  depofition  of  that  prince, 
the  Englilh  parhament  forbade  the  colonies 
to  carry  on  any  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions:  and  this  was  the  firft  flep  in  that 
prohibitory  {yAcWj  of  which  the  fupport  and 
the  confequences  have  fince  been  attended 
with  the  lofs  to  England  of  her  colonies  in 
North  America. 

The  colony  of  Virginia  for  feme  time  re- 
fufed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Crom- 
well and  the  republican  parliament :  but  in 
l05l  the  colonifts  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
received  from  parliament  a  new  charter  con- 
firming them  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
former  rights,  except  the  poifeffion  of  that 
portion  of  their  territory  antecedently  granted 
to  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax.     But,  after 
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the  reftoration  of  royalty  in  England,  the 
fucceeding  kings  paid  no  greater  refpcd  to 
this  charter  than  Charles  the  Firft  had  (hown 
to  the  former.  The  aflcmbly  was  now 
divided  into  two  houfes  :  appeals  were  car- 
ried from  the  tribunals  of  Virginia  to  Lon- 
don :  the  prohibition  of  fordgn  trade  was 
again  enforced — the  territory  of  Virginia 
diminifhed — the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
thrown  into  prifon,  tranfported  to  England, 
&c,  &c. 

Virginia,  thinking  herlelf  more  feverely 
aggrieved  by  England  than  any  other  of  the 
American  colonies,  was  one  of  the  firft  to 
take  a  part  in  the  revolution :  and  no  one  of 
the  ftates  made  more  vigorous  efforts,  ex- 
pended greater  fums,  or  difplayed  more  fignal 
energy,  to  accomplifh  that  happy  obje6l. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  RICHMOND.— 
MANCHESTER.— JOURNEY  TO  PE- 
TERSBURG. 

The  bridge  that  Unites  Richmond  to  Man* 
chefter  is  one  of  the  worft  and  moft  dangerous 
of  all  poflible  bridges.      In  its  length  it  is 

divided 
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divided  by  two  iflaads :  but^  from  one  end 
to  the  4Dther,  it  is  nothing  better  than  an 
irregular  aflemblage  of  unjoined  unfaftdned 
planks  laid  upon  joifts  which  bend  in  con- 
fcquence  of  their  length,  and  which  them* 
felvcs  reft  on  piers,  partly  of  wood  partly  of 
ftoiie,  the  tottering  remains  of  a  fbmewhat 
better  bridge  that  was  deftroyed  a  few  years 
fince  by  an  extraordinary  iwell  of  the  river. 
Thcfe  remnants  of  the  former  piers  are 
moreover  of^  unequal  height,  fb  that  this 
bridge  poffefles  every  imaginable  chara<5):er* 
idic  of  infblidity.  It  is  called  a  temporary 
bridge,  becaufe  the  people  talk  of  building 
another :  but  the  fame  thing  has  been  faid  (cr 
the  laft  five  or  fix  years,  during  which  period 
the  paflage  has  continued  in  its  prefcnt  ftate* 
There  are  not  even  any  funds  pointed  out 
for  that  objedi;  and  it  would  require  confider* 
able  fums  to  ere6l  the  intended  bridge  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  fecure  it  againft  thofe 
annual  freflies  which  are  very  powerful,  and 
which  acquire  additional  violence  in  pafling 
the  falls,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  bridge 
ftands.  Thofe  yearly  fwells  of  the  river, 
particularly  at  the  clofc  of  winter,  rife  from 

tWCliiy- 
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twentf-fire  to  thirty  fed  in  height. — ^In  ad* 
dkim  to  its  other  defcAs,  this  wretched 
bridge  is  unprovided  with  rails  or  parapets : 
and  not  a  year  pafies  without  witn^ing 
ibme  melancholy  accidents  in  conieqncnce. 

Mancheiler  is  a  very  neat  little  village, 
well  built,  and  fianding  on  a  very  gentle  de» 
clivity.  Gardens  and  trees  abound  within 
it,  and  it  prefents,  as  I  have  before  obfcrved, 
a  beautiful  proiped  from  RichnuMid.  Bat 
the  country  over  which  a  tij^veUer  pa£^ 
on  his  way  firom  Manchefter  to  Peterfburg, 
h  flat,  and  for  the  moft  part  tiarren :  very 
little  culture  appears ;  but  an  almoft  uninter- 
rupted fucceffion  of  woods,  broken  however 
by  here  and  there  (bme  fields  which  yield 
four  or  five  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  or 
from  eight  to  ten  of  Indian  com.  Theie 
fields  are  never  manured ;  hardly  evto  are 
they  ploughed;  and  it  feldom  happens  that 
their  owners  for  two  focceffive  years  exa£t 
from  them  thefe  (canty  crops. 

Oiborne's,  at  the  difhince  of  fifteen  miles 
from  Richmond,  is  the  only  village  on  the 
road.     It  is  fituate  on  the  bank  of  a  river 

which  winds  in  numerous  masanders*  From 

Ofborne's 
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Olborne's  to  Pcterfburg,  the  face  of  the 
country  continues  the  fame  :  it  prefents  in-- 
deed  a  fomewhat  greater  number  of  log«> 
houfes,  but  every  where  exhibits  the  features 
of  lazinefs^  ofJgnorance,  and  confequently 
of  poverty.  Although  a  great  part  of  thefc 
lands  be  naturally  bad,  neverthelefs,  with 
greater  induftry  and  more  j  iidicious  manage- 
ment, they  might  be  cultivated  to  ad- 
vantage ;  for  they  produce  trees  of  tolerable 
height  and  good  quality. 

PETERSBURG. 

Pcterfburg  is  built  on  the  Appomattox. 
At  the  town  and  ten  miles  below  it,  this 
river  is  but  four  or  five  feet  deep.  The 
veflels  therefore  which  can  come  up  to 
Peter{burg  are  ftill  inferior  in  point  of  ton- 
nage to  thofe  which  can  go  up  to  Richmond. 
Broad-bay,  eight  miles  below  Peterfburg,  is 
the  place  where  the  veflels  are  loaded. 

The  trade  of  Pcterfburg  is  fimilar  to  that 
of  Richmond  :  but,  as  this  town  lies  nearer 
to  North-Carolina,  it  receives  a  greater 
quantity,  than  the  other,  of  the  produce  of 

that 
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that  flate^  fuch  as  wheats  tobacco,  fait  pro- 
viHons,  and  fome  hemp.  Its  exportations 
are  for  the  fame  reafon  more  confiderable 
than  thofe  of  Hichmond^  although,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  produce  it  receives  is  in-* 
ferior  in  quality.  Tobacco,  for  inftance, 
which  fells  at  Richmond  foi*  fix  or  fcven 
dollars  the  hundred  weight,  does  not  fetch 
quite  five  at  Petcrfburg,  The  caufe  of  this 
difference  is  the  fuperiority  of  the  foil,  and 
it  is  faid  alfo  of  the  cultivation,  in  the  lands 
on  the  banks  of  James-River  and  to  the  right 
of  it,  where  grows  the  tobacco  that  is  almoft 
cxclufively  carried  to  Richmond.  The  price 
of  tobacco  has  experienced  a  rife  of  two  fifths 
within  the  lafl  two  or  three  years,  becaufe 
the  increafed  price  of  wheat  has  induced  the 
planters  to  appropriate  to  the  culture  of  that 
grain  confiderablq  tra6ls  of  liand  which  were 
before  devoted  to  the  raifing  of  tobacco,  and 
the  two  lafi:  crops  of  this  plant  have  more- 
over been  very  indifferent. 

Flour-mills  are  more  numerous  at  Pe- 
teiibi^rg  and  in  its  vicinity  than  at  Rich- 
fpondj.  buUvifsiiye  may  judge  of  the  flour 

ki^JT.lhat  of  which  they  make 

the 


NORTH  AMEKICA,  CAHADA,  &C.         iOO 

the  bread  that  is  eaten  in  the  beil  houfes 
and  even  at  the  tables  of  the  mill-owners 
it  nouft  be  very  fav  inferior  to  that  of  .Phila- 
delphia. It  is  not  white ;  and  the  millers 
fay  that  good  wheat  is  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured. The  grain  which  I  have  feen  of  the 
prefcnt  crop— for  the  harveft  is  every-whcre 
nearly  iiniflicd— is  fmall  and  light.,  Ncver- 
thelefs  the  flour  fells  at  thirteen  and  even 
fourteen  dollars ;  and  the  millers  of  Pe- 
terfburg,  expe^ing  a  further  encrcafc  in  the 
price,  paid,  two  months  fiuce,  fo  high  as  two 
dollars  and  half  per  buflicl  for  wheat,  cvca 
for  very  confiderablc  quantities.  The  in- 
telligence from  Europe,  however,  threatens 
them  with  a  prodigious  difcouut  on  the  ex- 
pcdcd  profits  of  their  fpeculation ;  fiiice 
there  has  lately  arrived  at  Boflon  a  veflel 
which  had  failed  from  Norfolk  in  February, 
and  which  has  brought  back  to  America  her 
cargo  of  three  thoiifaiid  barrels  of  flour,  for 
which  fhe  could  not  obtnin  above  eight  dol- 
lars per  barrel  either  in  France  or  England. 
That  article  has  recently  been  fold  for  feven 
and  half  at  Alexandria  and  Norfolk. 

At  Pcterfburg,  as  well  as  at  Richmond,  the 
mills 
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mills  arc  upon  a  good  conftruSion.  Five 
buflicls  of  wheat  yield  a  barrel  of  firft  flour : 
fix  arc  required  to  produce  a  barrel  of  fupcr- 
finc  flour,  exclufivc  of  the  fecond  flour,  the 
pollard,  and  bran.  The  mlllerV  claim  is  one 
eighth;  fbmetimes,  when  bufinefs  is  dull 
with  him,  he  contents  Himfelf  with  a  tenth. 
By  the  way,  it  appears  that  the. dexterity  of 
the  Virginian  millers  in  making  the  moft  of 
their  grift  is  in  no  wife  inferior  to  that  of  the 
millers  in  Europe. 

PeteriOburg  is  a  tolerably  neat  little  town, 
built  along  the  river-fide,  only  two  ftrcets 
deep,  and  a  mile  atid  half  in  extent,  on 
a  hill  of  pretty  rapid  elevation.  Blandford, 
which  is  now  united  with  Pcterfburg  into 
one  corporation,  is  the  part  which  is  more 
remarkable  for  elegant  and  well-built  houles. 

Society  at  Peterfburg  appears  polite,  oblig- 
ing, and  hofpitable.  Political  opinion,  divided 
here  as  cvery-where  elfe,  is  by  a  great  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  oppofition.  This  differ- 
ence of  fcntiments  however  is  lefs  produdlive 
here,  than  at  Richmond,  of  difunion  between 
the  individuals  of  oppofite  parties.  Colonel 
Peachy,  Dofltof  Stone,  Mr.  Euftis,  brother  to 

my 
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my  friend  DoAor  Eoftfe  of  Bofton,  Major 
Gfl>bon«  Mr.  Csmpbelli  are  the  peiibns  m 
whofe'  compaiij^i  have  ofteneft  been  dttring 
my  (h6rt  Any  in  ihistown.  The  laft-men- 
tjoned  gentleman  has  lately  married  Made» 
mpilelle  de  la  Pwtei  a  French  lady,  niece  to 
Monfieur  de  Ttibeuf,  who^  after  having  iet-^ 
tied  about '  three  years  fince  in  the  back 
country  of  Vir^ia,  was  there  murdered  by 
two  IriiQimen,  who  (uppoied  him  to  be  po^ 
fcfled  of  a  great  deal  of  money* 

The  prices  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  are 
nearly  the  fame  here  as  at  Richmond :  and 
Pbterfl>urg  is  equally  deftitute  of  churches* 

PRESQU'lLE,  Mr.  DAVIES  RANDOLPH'S 

PLANTATION- 

At  Peterfburg  I  had  met  Mr.  Davies 
Randolph^  for  whom  I  had  a  letter;  and, 
in  confequence  of  his  invitation,^  I  went  to 
his  houfe  and  there  fpent  a  day.  He  lives 
at  City-Point  or  Bermuda- Hundred,  the 
place  where  the  river  Appomattox  diicharges 
its  Aream  into  James-River.  Here  the 
water  is  .fufficientjy  deep  ta  admit  ihips  of 

any 
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any  tonnage :  and  this  in  the  .place  where 
the  larger  veflels  difcharge .  their  cargoes 
into  lighters^  and  thus  forward  to  Richmond 
and  Peterfburg  thp  merchandise  which  they; 
have  brought.  City-Point  is  the  ipot  where 
the  cuftom-houfe  is  eflablifhed  fcfr  thoie  two 
places.  If  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Pe- 
tcriburg  had  been  erefted  .  at ;  Gity-Point^ 
their  commerce  would  have .  been  more 
confiderable,  their,  in tencourfe  with  Europe 
more  dire6l,  and  Norfolk  would  not^  as  now 
is  the  cafe,  have  engroflcd  almoft  jthe  entire 
trade  of  that  pwt  of  Virginia^  But  City-: 
Point  lies  low,  and  is  furrouaded  byTwamps;. 
The  air  in  the  vicinity  is  not  Salubrious;  and, 
in  all  probability,  the  detriment  which  thp; 
inhabitants  muft  havefuflferea  m  point  of 
health  would  have  been  fufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  advantage  of  fuperior  opulence. 

'At  a  half-mile  from  the  cuftom-houfe 
ftands  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Davies  Ran*- 
dolph,  in  one  of  thofe  long  windings  which. 
James-River  forms  in  this  part:  from  which 
circumilance  it  is  that  this  plantation  bears 
the  name  of  Prefqju'ile  (or  Peninfula). 

t  Mr.  Davies  Randolph  is  fully  entitled  to 

the 
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the  reputation  which  he  enjoys  of  being  the 

beft   farmer   in    the   whole    country.       He 

« 

poffeffes  feven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  of  which  three  hundred  and  fifty  are 
at  prefcnt  fiifceptible  of  cultivation  ;  the  reft 
are  all  fwampy  grounds,  which  may  pro- 
bably be  drained  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
but  which  have  not  yet  undergone  that  pro- 
cefs.  Eight  negroes  (of  whom  two  are  little 
better  than^children),  two  horfes,  and  four 
oxen,  cultivate  thofe  three  hundred  and'fifty 
acres,  which  he  has  divided  into  fields  of  forty 
acres  inclofed.  Of  thofe  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  only  forty,  which' are  fubdivided 
into  fix  portions,  are  alternately  dunged 5  the 
remainder  never  has  been  fo. 

The  common  rotation  of  culture  in  the 
country  is,  Indian  corn,  wheat,  fallow,  and 
thus  again  in  regular  fucceflion.  The  lands 
produce  from  five  ,to  eight  bulhcis  of  wheat 
per  acre,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of  Indian 
corn,  according  to  their  quality.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph has  deviated  from  this  fyftem  of  culture 
on  his  eftate :  that  which  he  purfues  is  as 
follows — Indian  corn,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  fal- 
low ;    and   he   raifes   from    ten    to  twelve 

Vol.  IIL  I  bufliels 
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bufliels  of  wheat  per  acre,  and  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-five  of  Indian  corn.  The  rife  in 
the  price  of  wheat  has  induced  him  to  vary 
the  rotation  of  his  crops,  and  to  fubflitute 
that  of  wheat,  oats  or  rye,  wheat,  two  years' 
fallow.  By  puriiiing  this  method,  he  reaps 
from  thirteen  to  fixteen  bufhels  of  wheat. 
He  feparately  cultivates  the  Indian  corn  in 
one  or  two  fields  according  to  his  former 
rotation.  He  has  proved  by  experience  that 
manuring  with  dung  triples  the  produce. 
His  lands  are  good ;  and,  compared  with 
the  reft  of  the  country,  they  are  kept  in 
very  excellent  condition,  though  very  in- 
(MfFcrently  in  comparifon  with  the  moft 
ordinary  hufbandry  of  Europe.  He  keeps  no 
cows  except  for  the  purpofes  of  the  dairy, 
and  to  furnifh  him  with  calves  for  his  own 
confumption.  His  cows  are  very  fine,  and 
of  his  own  rearing.  His  labouring  oxen  are 
of  a  fmall  breed ;  and  it  is  thought  in  the 
country  that  thoTe  of  larger  iizc  could  not 
fta&d  the  heat.  He  purchafes  thofe  labour- 
ing oxen  at  thirty  dollars  the  pair.  Mr. 
Randolph  feeds  thirty  iheep,  but  merely  for 
/  of  his  own  table. 

He 
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He  declared  that  eacli  of  his  negroes  lad 
year  produced  to  himi  after  all  expenced 
paid,  a  net  fum  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
although  he  fold  his  wheat  for  no  more  than 
a  dollar  the  bufhel.  He  expefted  that  they 
would  this  year  have  cleared  him  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each  :  but  the  fall  in  the  prices 
of  produce  will  difappoint  his  hopes. 

The  fituation  of  his  houfe  gives  him  alfo 
the  means  of  annually  felling  eight  or  nine 
hundred .  dollars'  worth  of  fifh— fturgeon, 
ihad,  and  herrings,  which  he  falts. 

His  fwampy  grounds  fupply  him  with 
abundante  of  timber  for  fuel  and  fences :  but 
they  produce  a  ftill  greater  abundance  of 
noxious  exhalations  which  prove  a  Iburce 
of  frequent  and  dangerous  difeales.  Mr, 
Randolph  is  himlelf  very  lickly ;  and  his 
young  and  amiable  wife  has  not  enjoyed  one 
month  o^  good  health  fince  (he  firft  came  to 
live  on  this  plantation •  Accordingly  Mr* 
Randolph  intends  to  quit  it,  and  remove  to 
Richmond,  where  moreover  he  has  frequent 
bufinefs  in  confequence  of  his  office,  which 
is  that  of  marfhal  to  the  ftate-  He  wifhes  to 
fell  this  plantation,  which,  in  the  worft  years, 

I  2  has 
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has  brought  him  in  eighteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  which,  for  the  laft  two  years,  has 
yielded  hira  three  thoufand  five  hundred.  It 
is  in  very  good  condition  :  but  he  cannot 
find  a  purchafer  for  it  at  the  fum  of  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  which  he  demands.  This 
fadt  turniflies  a  proper  idea  of  the  low  price 
of  land  in  Virginia.  I  have  been  aflured, 
that,  although  i'otnc  of  the  lands  have 
(doubled  their  value  during  the  laft  twenty 
years,  a  much  greater  portion  have  fallen  in 
their  price- 

BERMUDA-HUNDRED— EXPORTA- 
TIONS  FROM  RICHMOND  AND 
PETERSBURG. 

During  my  ftay  at  the  houfe.  of  Mr.  Da  vies 
Randolph  I  had  an  opportunity  of  learning, 
with  fome  degree  of  minutenefs,  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  exports  from  Bermuda- 
Hundred  or  City-Point,  the  emporium  and 
cuftom-houfc  of  the  two  towns  of  Richmond 
and  Peterfburg.  I  received  the  details  of 
particulars  from  Mr.  Kelt,  the  coUedlor  of 
the  cuftoms  at  that  place. 

Statement 
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REMARKS    ON    THE     FOREGOING 

TABLE. 

In  the  column  offlour^  the  feconds  and 
even  the  pollards  arc  included  with  that  of 
the  fii*ft  quality. 

From  the  different  ftatements  included  in 
the  above  table,  it  refults, 

1^.  That,  during  the  laft  five  years  and 
half,  the  feveral  articles  have  individually 
rifen  more  or  lefs  in  price,  but  all  in  general 
\try  cbnfiderabjy, 

2^.  That  the  exportation  of  tobacco  has 
undergone  a  diminution  of  one  half,  in  point 
of  quantity ;  but  that  the  article  has  doubled 
in  value. 

3^.  That  the  quantity  of  flour  has  ex- 
ceflively  diminifhed,  at  leaft  fa  far  as  regards 
the  direct  exportation:  for  it  is  certain  that 
the  greateft  quantity  is  exported  by  the  way 
of  Baltimore. 

4°.  That  the  exportation  of  wheat  has 
dwindled  to  nothing :  a  circumftance  which, 
cxclufive  of  the  fame  common  caufe  that 
has  contributed  to  diminilh  the  exportation 

of 
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of  flour,  has  moreover  for  its  particular  rea« 
£bn  the  number  of  mills  which  are  daily 
ere£ied  in  Virginia. 

RETURN  TO  RICHMOND— FURTHER 
OBSERVATIONS  ON  THAT  TOWN. 

Monfieur  Guillemard  had  accompanied  me 
to  Prefqu'ile ;  and  we  returned  together  by 
the  fame  road  which  we  had  travelled  on 
the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins^  commidioncr  of  the  loan- 
office  of  the  United  States-r— Monfieur  Che- 
valier, his  brother-in-law,  of  whom  I  have 
already  made  mention — Dodor  Maclue,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  a  phyfician  of  high  re- 
pute, and  a  well-informed  man — Governor 
Brooke — Mr.  John  Marlhall — Mr.  Campbell 
— Do6lor  Foulchie,  with  whom  the  afeirs 
of  one  of  my  friends  brought  me  acquainted 
— Meflrs.  Brown  and  Burton,  Englifli  mer- 
chants— are  the  perfons  with  whom  I  was 
moft  frequently  in  company  at  Richmond. 
The  political  opinions  of  thofe  feveral  gen- 
tlemen are  extremely  differcjit :  but  i:i  tiiC 
focial  cifclc  there   prevails  amoi>g  them   a 

1  4  dfgrcc 
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il^grr(*  of  politenefs  which  would  prevent  a 
ftiangcT  from  perceiving  that  difference  if 
he  Were  not  prcvioufly  apprized  of  it. 

There  are  no  doubt  at  Richmond,  as  in 
every-  other  part  of  Virginia,  a  certain 
number  of  individuals,  who,  diflfatisSed  with 
the  commercial  treaty,  carry  their  refentment 
of  it  to  an  cxceffive  length,  and  would  wifli 
for  fu(5h  a  change  in  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States  as  fhould  render  it  more  demo- 
cratic :  but  I  have  never  heard  even  the  mofl 
violent  of  that  clafe  exprefs  a  wifli  for  fe- 
paration  or  difunion  :  and  indeed  it  mud 
be  confefTed,  that,  under  the  prefent  me* 
diocrity  of  wealth  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
the  paucity  of  her  population  in  proportion 
to  her  extent,  and  her  backwardnefs  in 
point  of  agricultural  improvement,  the  in- 
habitants could  not  reafbnably  entertain  a 
define  of  fuch  an  event. 

Mr.  J.  Marfliall,  confpicuoufly  eminent  as 
a  profeflbr  of  the  law,  is  beyond  all  doubt 
one  of  thofc  who  rank  higheft  in  the  public 
opinion  at  Richmond.  He  is  what  is  termed 
a  federalift,  and  perhaps  at  times  fomewhat 
warm  in  fupport  of  his  opinions,  but  never 

exceeding 
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exceeding  the  bounds  of  propriety,  which  a 
man  of  his  goodnefs  and  prudence  and  know- 
ledge Is  incapable  of  tranfgrefling.  He  maj 
be  confidered  as  a  diftinguifhed  chftra€ter  ia 
the  United  States.  His  political  enemies  al« 
low  him  to  poffefs  great  talents,  but  accufe  ' 

m 

him  of  ambition.  I  know  not  whether  the 
charge  be  well  or  ill  grounded,  or  whether 
that  ambition  might  ever  be  able  to  impel 
him  to  a  dereliflion  of  his  principles — a 
condudl  of  which  I  am  inclined  to  di(believe 
the  po{nbility  on  his  part.  He  has  already 
refufcd  feveral  employments  under  the  ge- 
neral government,  preferring  the  income 
derived  from  his  profedional  labours  {which 
is  more  than  fufficient  for  his  moderate  (yftem  ^ 
qf  economy),  together  with  a  life  of  tran- 
quil cafe  in  the  midft  of  his  family  and  in 
his  native  town.  Even  by  his  friends  he  is 
taxed  with  fome  little  propenfity  to  indo- 
lence: but  even  if  this  reproach  were  well 
founded,  he  neverthelefs  difplays  great  fupe- 
riorlty  in  his  profeffion  when  he  applies  his 
mind  to  bufincfs. 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  RICHMOND  FOR 
THE  MOUNTAINS.  DOVER  COAL- 
MINE. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  Guillemard  and 
myfclf  fet  out  for  the  mountains ;  Monticello, 
t  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Jefi^erfon,  was  the  ob- 
jeft  of  this  part  of  our  journey.  MefTrs. 
Graham  and  Havans,  merchants  of  Rich* 
mond^  and  owners  of  a  coal-n^ine,  were  fo 
kind  as  to  conduft  us  thither.  This  mine 
is  fcarcely  wrought.  Several  pits  have 
been  funk,  and  relinquilfhed  again ,  in  hopes 
of  difcovering  coals  of  a  fuperior  quality,  and 
in  greater  abundance,  in  other  places.  It  ap« 
pears  to  be  very  rich,  and  to  form  a  part  of 
the  fame  bed  which  is  found  in  the  environs, 
and  has  been  worked  for  many  years  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river.  But  thcfe  gentlemen, 
who  are  neither  chemifts  nor  mechanicians, 
are  content  to  grope  their  way  without  ap» 
plying  for  advice  to  more  enlightened  men ; 
for  there  is  not  one  perfbn  throughout 
America  verfed  in  the  art  of  Working 
mines  *. 

*  The  Duke  muft  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  natives  ; 
for  many  Europeans,  (killed  in  the  working  of  mines,  have 
certainly  emigrated  to  America.        Tranjlator* 

ence. 
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This  is  one  of  the  objofls,  iix  regard  to 
which  literary  ibcieties  might  render  them* 
felves  extremely  ufeffil  ia  the  UAited  States. 
They  might  eafily  iufert  in  the  public  papers 
extraAs  of  the  beft  works,  written  in 
£nglifh»  French, .  and  German,  on  this 
icience^  which  has  been  brought  to  fuch 
perfection  in  Europe.  N^  would  it  be  an 
arduous  talk,  to  hold  on  this  head,  as  on  all 
fiibjedls  of  univerfal  utility,-  a  correipondence 
with  men  of  letters  in  Europe*  The  pub* 
lication  of  this  correfpondence,  would  in- 
troduce into  America  a  knowledge  of  the 
progreis  and  difcoveries,  made  in  the  fcience 
of  mines,  and  all  the  unpleafant  trouble 
and  ruinous  expence  of  fruitlefs  experiments 
would  be  prevented. 

MefTrs.  Graham  and  Havans  employ  about 
five  hundred  negroes  in  this  mine,  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  farm,  in  the  province  of 
which  it  is  iituated.  In  the  lowed  ground 
the  vein  runs  one  hundred  and  twenty'feet 
below  the  furface,  and  is,  in  general,  twenty- 
four  feet  thick.  The  ground  from  the  fur- 
face  down  to  the  vein  confifts  of  a  good  red 
and  yellow   clay,  interfperfed  with  ftone, 

eafily 
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«     * 

^\^N  S   i^luoible  to  duft.     The  vein  is  en- 
wK^jvisl  \\\  II  Imall  layer  of  imperfeft  flate, 
^^\\  icftn  on  a  bed  of  granite ;  a  circum- 
<UuvT|  which,  in  the  opinion  of  my  friend, 
Mu  Ivuillemard,    mufl  puzzle  all  the   na- 
turftlills  of  Europe.    The  coals  of  this  mine, 
und  indeed  of  all  thofe  which  have  hitherto 
been  opened  in  this  country,  are  very  fmall, 
And  the  moft  iblid  pieces  which  can  be  ob- 
tained  crumble   into   duft  at   the   flightcft 
(hock,  fo  that  they  are  more  adapted  to  be 
ufed   in  the  forges  of  fmiths,   than  to  be 
burned  in  grates.     Some  veins,  it  is.ftippofed, 
contain   more  folid  coals ;  if  this  fhould  bo 
the  cafe,  the  mine  would  prove  far  more 
profitable  for  the  owners  :  but  this  fuppofition 
remains  as  yet  a  matter  of  mere  conje6lure. 

This  farm,  comoofed  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  which  is  for  the  moft  part 
of  the  very  beft  quality,  and  containing  a 
mine,  the  exiftcnce  of  which  was  not  un- 
known to  the  vender,  brought  three  years 
ago  no  more  than  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  which 
makes  about  eighteen  dollars  per  acre.  The 
farm  is  managed  in  the  common  ftyle  of  the 

countrv. 
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<;6untry,  that  is,  very  badly  ;  but  as  it  chiefly . 
(onfiils  of  low  grounds,  the,  crops  are  in 
general  better  than  on  other  eflates,  where 
the  culture  of  the  foil  is  equally  negleded. 

The  road  from  Richmond  to  Dover  (this 
is  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  mine  is 
found)  lies  through  woods  of  a  middling 
quality ;  the  foil  is  poor,  and  partly  cultivated, 
though  in  a  very  indifferent  manner.  The 
houfes  are  fmall,  bad,  and  not  numerous. 
They  arc  inhabited  by  white  people,  who  do 
not  feem  to  be  in  ealy  circumflances. 

On  paffing  the  creek  of  Fuckehoe,  you 
quit  the  county  of  Henrico,  in  which  Rich- 
mond is  fituated,  and  enter  that^  of  Gooch- 
land. 

GOOCHLAND  COURT-HOUSE, 

The  country  between  Dover  and  Gooch- 
land court-houle,  where  we  flopped  at  night, 
is  more  variegated  than  before;  you  find 
there  more  heights,  and  fome  fine  profpe<5ls, 
Specially  6n  Mount  Pleafant,  which  com- 
mands a  wide  extcnfive  vale,  entirely  cleared, 
and  full  of  houfes,   and   clumps   of  trees, 

which 
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which  have  been  left  ftanding  near  the  habi- 
tations, and  in  the  middle  of  the  fields. 

This  day  was  a  court-day  at  Goochland. 
The  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  meet 
here  every  month  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice.  The  feflion  afTembles  here,  befides 
the  neighbouring  judges,  lawyers,  and  parties 
whofe  caufes  arc  to  be  tried,  numbers  of 
idle  people  who  C9me  lefs  from  a  defire  to 
learn  what  is  going  forwards  than  to  drink 
together. 

It  was  near  nine  o'clock  at  night  when  I 
arrived,  before  Mr.  Guillemard.  The  com- 
pany was  about  to  break  up ;  the  accounts 
were  fettled  ;  every  one  had  already  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  nothing  prevented  their  fepa- 
ration  but  the  irrefolution  and  prattle  com- 
mon to  drunken  •  people,  and  the  ufual  at- 
tachment between  them  when  they  meet  to 
get  intoxicated  together.  By  my  manner  of 
tialking  Englifli  to  the  landlord,  the  company 
eafily  difcerned"  that  I  was  a  Frenchman. 
Immediately  they  jumped  all  off  their  horfes, 
pulled  me  down  from  mine,  clafped  me  in 
their  arms,  and  exclaimed — ^**  You  are  a' 
Frenchman— Well,  you  are  our  friend,  our 

dear 
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dear  friend  ;  we  would  all  of  us  die  for  every 
Frenchman ;  we  are  good  republicans,  we 
would  kill  all  the  Englifh ;  that  would  be  an 
excellent  thing,   would  not  it  ?    Oh,   our 
friend,  our  dear  friend  !'*— "  He  is  a  French*- 
man,"  they  iaid  to  each  other,  *'  the  brave 
dear  gentleman  is  a  Frenchman  !  But  as  you 
ar6  a  Frenchman,  you  muft  drink  ibme  grog 
with  us/*— *They  embraced  me,  pulled  me 
about  in  every  diredion,  and  (hook  me  by 
the  hand. — "  Do  pray  tell  us  what  we  can 
do  for  you;  you  are  our  brother."     I  was 
overwhelmed  by  their  number  and  carefles 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  hardly  able  to 
bring  my  foot  to  the  ground.      Although 
their  drunken  profeflions  were  rather  of  too 
fentimental  a  complexion,  yet  I  could  not  be 
difpleafed  with  their  purpofe  and  intention  ; 
on  the  contrary,  in  this  refpeft  they  gave  me 
great  fatisfadion*     I  anfwered  them  as  well 
as   circumflances    would   admit :     but    my 
anfwer,   as  may  be   eafily   conceived,   was 
drowned  in  the  noife  of  their  joyful  profef- 
fions.    During  this  tinpie  arrived  a  large  bowl 
of  grog,   and  we  drank  one  after  another, 
toafting  the  French,  France,  America,  Vir- 
ginia, 
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glnia,  and  M.  de  la  Fajette,  whofe  name 
they  mentioned  with  enthufiafm.  l!i  fpite 
of  my  little  difpofition  for  drinking,  I  was  ' 
obliged  two  or  three  times  to  drink  in  my 
turn  ;  for  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  empty 
the  bowl.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
.  prevented  the  arrival  of  a  fccond ;  and  the 
inn-keeper  having  told  them  that  the  French- 
man (fpcaking  of  mc)  had  made  a  long 
journey,  and  confequently  wanted  repofe,  I 
was  at  length  able  to  difengage  myfelf 
from  the  officious  hands  of  thcfc  good  people, 
who  would  all  take  me  home,  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  miles  diftant  from  the  place  of- 
our  meeting. 

Another  circumftance  which  favoured  our 
feparation^  was  the  tragic  return  of  one  of 
the  guefts,  who  had  left  the  company  before 
my  arrival  to  fight  another  drunkard.  This 
poor  young  man,  who  arrived  in  his  battle- 
array,  that  is,  quite  naked,  was  covered  with 
blood  from  a  blow  which  tore  away  a  part 
of  his  ear,  and  from  another  on  his  eye, 
which  feemed  ftarting  outof  his  head.  The 
tcEiJci-  aftetticms  of  my  friends  were  now 
turned  towards  jbeu*-  wounded  companion, 
and 
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and  I  rejoined  Mr.  Guilletnard,  who  had  ar- 
rived during  the  feftive  reception  which  I 
experienced)  but  hearing  that  the  Engliih 
were  rather  feverely  treated,  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  join  us. 

In  Virginia,  where  the  villages  are  Icfs 
numerous  than  in  other  parts,  and  inns  very 
icarce,  there  is  generally  one  adjoining  the 
Court-Houfe,  without  which  the  juftices, 
lawyers,  and  parties,  would  have  no  means 
to  procure  either  a  bed  or  food.  Wc  were 
very  well  lodged  in  the  houfe  deftined  for 
the  judges,  where  we  fhared  the  parlour 
with  three  counlellors,  very  civil  and  fober 
men,  and  good  companions.  Their  fenti- 
mcnts  in  favour  of  France  and  her  fuc- 
cefles,  clothed  in  language  more  fenfiblc 
than  that  of  my  iirfl  acquaintances  in  the 
place,  bore  a  ftrong  appearance  of  fincerity 
and  candour.  They  told  us,  that,  by  what 
they  had  learned,  France  had  demanded  of 
America  twenty  thoufand  troops  to  aflill  her 
in  the  prefervation  of  her  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  they  entertained  no  doubt 
but  that  America,  mindful  of  her  obligations 
to  France,  would  readily  comply  with  the 

•Vol,  III,  K  demand. 
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demand.  It  is  cviiJcirt  that  thefe  good  geit^ 
tlemen  were  by  no  means  poffeflcd  of  cor- 
rect information  relative  to  the  dii^ofition  of 
their  government,  and  over-rated  the  ex- 
tent of  national  gratitude.  However  thi^ 
may  be,  you  hear  in  Virginia  the  fame 
language  expreffive  of  attachment  to  Prance, 
of  hatred  and  efpecially  of  diftruft  in  regard 
to  England,  an  of  affedion  for  -M.  de  la 
Fayette,  which  you  meet  with  in  evcrjr 
other  part  of  the  United  States  that  is  not 
lituated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  great 
towns,  and  places  abforbed  in  mercantile 
fpeculations.  In  general,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  thole  of  large  towns—- 
thofe  who  live  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  fea-coaft,  and  thofe  who-  belong 
to  trading  places — are  two  defcriptions  of 
people  altogether  diftind  from  each  other  in 
point  of  manners  and  opinions.  The  truthr 
of  this  remark,  which*  is  obvious  in  a:ll  coun- 
tries, is  more  ftrikingly  fo  in  America,  where 
the  people  are  only  divided  itito  the  two 
claffes  of  traders  and  cultivators,  where  trad<; 
and  commerce,  which  are  ^Imoft  entirely 
m  the  hands  of  England,  naturally  find  their 
'  .       intcrcfts 
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intereils  interwovcD  with  thofe  of  that  kmg«- 
dam»  and  where  the  merchants  and  traders 
a£ting  upon  this  principle,  and  poiTefled  of 
that  powerful  influence  which  is  generally 
derived  from  fuperior  wealth,  form,  as  it 
were,  a  diftiniSl  nation  within  a  nation  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  peo- 
ple, attached  by  their  own  interefts  to  the 
profperity  of  that  country  only  which  they 
inhabit,  defire  it  finccrely  and  exclufively, 
ajid  are  merely  liable  to  thofe  errors  into 
which  ignorance  may  betray  their  good  dif- 
pofition. 

M.  DE  RIEUX.    BIRD-ORDINARY. 

The  road  grows  ftili  duller  after  you 
leave  Goochland  Court-Houfe.  It  is  every 
where  furrounded  with  woods,  and  the  eye 
difcerns  no  ditFerence  of  hills  and  dales  but 
that  of  the  road,  from  its  riles  and  falls. 
The  plantations  become  conflantly  lefs  fre- 
quent, and  lefs  extend ve ;  and  cultivation  is 
ftill  more  confined.  Inns  are  very  fcarce 
on  this  road ;  the  next  is  nearly  feventeeu 
miles    diflant   from   that  where  we  pafled 

K  2  the 
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the  night.     I  went  a  mile  farther  on  to  flop 
at  one  which  I  knew  was  kept  by  a  French- 
man, whoie  houfe,  I  had  alio  learned,  was 
lately  deftroyed  by  iire.      This  Frenchmaa 
formerly   kept  a  ftore   at   Charlotte- Viile^ 
Having  there  experienced  misfortunes  not 
occafioned  by  mifconduft,  he  eftabliftied  him- 
felf  where  he  now  is,  on  the  ftrength  of  ati 
affurance  which  had  been  given  him,  that, 
from  the  general  diflatisfaftion  exj5refred  at 
the  management  of  the  neighbouring  inn, 
his  houfe  would  be  much  frequented  by  tra- 
vellers.    In  this  he  has  not  been  deceived ; 
they  all  put  up  at  his  inn.      The  unfortu- 
nate fire,  in  which,  he   loft  all  his  furniture 
and  ftock  in  trade,   which  he  eftimates  at 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  is  attri- 
buted to  his  great  fuccefs,  and  the  jealoufy 
excited  by  it  in  the  breaft  of  the  miftrefs  of 
the   rival  neighbouring  inn.     His   name  is 
Plumard  de  Rieux,  and  he   is  a  native   of 
Nantes.     If  he  belongs,  as  he  lays,  to  the. 
family  of  Rieux,  which  however  appears  not 
to  be  the  cafe  from  his  name  Plumard,  he 
would  appertain  to  one  of  thofe  to  which 
ancient  opinions  affigned.  the  firft  rank  in 
•    -  '  '  France* 
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France.  He  is  brother  of  a  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  who,  fliaring  the  political  fenti- 
ments  of  the  ancient  navy,  has  refufed  to 
ferve  (ince  the  beginning  of  the  revolution. 
M.  de  Rieux  niarried  in  America  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Mazzei  an  Italian,  who  had 
fettled  on  that  continent,  and  who  during 
the  revolution  a6led  the  part  of  a  zealous  re- 
publican, but  afterwards  returned  to  Europe, 
where,  from  his  reputation  of  being  a  friend 
of  liberty,  he  was  appointed  chargi  ^affaires 
at  Paris  by  the  King  and  the  Republic  of 
Poland, — He  has  (ince,  it  is  faid,  retired  to 
Pifa. 

Madame  de  Rieux  is  young  and  amiable, 
and  poffelfes  a  well-informed  mind.  M.  de 
Rieux  is  beloved  and  refpeftcd  by  all  who 
know  him  ;  he  fupports  with  courage  and 
gaiety  all  the n>4s- fortunes  which  have  hap- 
pened to  him,  A  very  confidcraole  inheri- 
tance has  been  lately  left  to  him  by  an  aunt, 
who  remained  in  France  and  eniovcd  his 
eftates.  He  hopes  to  obtain  this  inheritance, 
yet  he  is  at  the  fame  time  aware,  that  un- 
der the  prcfent  circumftances  there  is  as 
much  probability  againft  as  in  favour  of  his 

K  3  wi(h. 
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vniht  although  he  left  France  long  before 
the  revolution. 

I  felt  at  M.  de  Rleux's  what  I  always  ex- 
perience 01)  meeting  with  good,  honeft,  and 
ienfible  Frenchmen,  a  fatisfeftion  and  inter- 
eft  which  I  never  feel  in  America  Under  any 
other  circumftances.  Is  it  prejudice,  is  it 
weaknefs  ?  It  may  be  fo,  but  it  is  what  I 
conftantly  experience,  what  I  have  always 
experienced  in  foreign  countries,  even  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  calamitous  events  of  the  revo- 
lution^ and  what  I  feel  difpofed  alfo  to  ex- 
perience in  future.  Ah !  how  confoHng 
would  it  prove  on  meeting  with  an  honeft  , 
and  unfortunate  countrymau,  furrounded  by 
a  wife  and  numerous  family^  to  promote  by 
a  loan  of  fome  val\ie  the  re^oration  of  his 
profperity,  without  wounding  the  delicacy 
of  his  feelings.  The  lofs  of  an  enjoyment 
of  this  nature  is  not  the  leaft  pain^  re- 
fult  of  fevere  nuiforttuiet  in  point  of  pro- 
perty  and  wealth. 

M.  de  Rieux  only  tenants  the  houfe  which 
he  inhabits,  and  the  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  that  belong  to  it,  and  pays  for 
the  whde  a  yeariy  rent  of  ninety-eight  dol- 
lars. 
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J»%  _  ThfB  afibrcii  an  additioDal  proof  of 
the  moderate  value  of  land  ia  Virgima^  as 
that  which  he  cultivjates  is  very  good. 

Alter  having  fpeat  nearly  the  whole  day 
at  M»  de  Rieux's^  we  went  ten  miles  far* 
diot  on  to  Bu-il-^diMry^  wher«  We  topped 
fyc  the  nilght.  PlantatioQS  heconje  iqow  lei^ 
/Gwquent  and  poorer ;  yet  all  thefe  planters^ 
however  wretched  their  co^ditiont  have  all 
of  them  one  or  two  negroes.  Thefe  flaves, 
who  are  in  general  well  treated  in  Virginia, 
are  upon  the  whole  much  more  fo  by  thefe 
poor  jarmers,  who  ihare  with  them  the  toils 
of  the  fields^  and  who,  although  they  do  not 
clothe  and  feed  them  well,  yet  treat  them. 
In  this  refpe^^,  as  w^U  as  they  do  them- 
(felv^s  :  while  on  the  plantations  of  wealthy 
colonifts  the  negroes  are  allowed  meat  but 
fix  times  a-year,  and  fubfift  entirely  on  Li- 
"dian  com,  and  fometimes  on  butter-milk. 

MILFORD; 

A  very  fmall  village,  built  .within  thcfc 
&w  years  lon  the  Rivanna,  a  rivulet  which 
'    .jimpties   itielf  into   James*River.      Before 
4'  K  4  you 
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you  reach  the  village  you  crofs  Melhancck- 
Creek,  vs^hich  flows  into  the  Riv^nna.  They 
are  both  ford  able,  but  the  fords  are  frequent- 
ly rendered  very  dangerous,  nay  impafla- 
ble,  by  a  fudden  rife  of  the  waters,  at  leaft 
for  fome  hours  5  for  the  inclination  of  their 
beds  is  fo  confiderable,  that  in  lefs  than  half 
a  day  they  return  to  their  ufiial  depth, which 
is  only  three  feet. 


MONTICELLO.  MR.  JEFFERSON ;  HIS 
AGRICULTURAL  SYSTEM  COMPAR- 
ED WITH  THAT  OF  THE  COUNTRY- 


Mpnticello  is  fituated  four  miles  from 
Milford,  in  that  chain  of  mountains  which 
ftretches  from  James-River  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock, twenty-eight  miles  in  front  of  the 
Blue-Ridge,  and  in  a  dire£lion  parallel  to 
thofe  mountains.  This  chain,  which  runs 
uninterrupted  in  its  fmall  extent,  aifumes 
iucccflively  the  names  of  the  Weft,  South, 
and  Oreen  Mountoins. 

It  is  in  the  part  known  by  the  name  of  the 
South-Mountains  that  Monticello  is  (ituated. 

The 
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The  hotifef  (lands  on  the  fummit  of  the 

■ 

mbuhtain,  and  the  taite  and  arts  of  Europe 
have  been  confulted  in  the  formation  of  its 

« 

plan.  Mr;  JefFerfbn  had  commenced  its 
fConftru6)ion  before  the  American  revolu- 
tion ;  fince  that  epocha  his  life  has  been 
conftantly  engaged  in  public  aflairs,  and  he 
has  hot  been  able  to  complete  the  execution 
to  the  whole  extent  of  the  projeft  which  it 
feems  he  had  at  firfl:  conceived.  That  part 
of  the  building  which  was  finifhed  has  fu& 
fered  from  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  work,  and 
Mn  JefFcrfon,  who  two  years  fince  refumed 
the  habits  and  leifure  of  private  life^  is  now 
employed  in  repairing  the  damage  occafioned 
by  this  interruption,  and  ftill  more  by  his 
abfence ;  he  continues  his  original  plan,  and 
even  improves  on  it,  by  giving  to  his  build- 
ings more  elevation  and  extent.  He  intends 
that  they  ftiould  confift  only  of  one  ftory, 
crowned  with  baluftrades ;  and  a  dome  is  to 
be  conftruded  in  the  centre  of  the  ftrufture. 
The  apartments  will  be  large  and  conveni-^ 
ent ;  the  decoration,  both  outfide  and  infide, 
fimple,  yet  regular  and  elegant.  Monticello, 
according  to  its  firft  plan,  was  infinitely  fu- 

perior 
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■    » 

perior  to  all  other  houfes  in  America^  in 
poixit  of  tafle  and  convenience  ;  but  at  that 
time  Mr.  JefFerfon  had  ftudied  tafte  and  the 
line  arts  in  books  only.  His  travel^in  Eu* 
rope  have  fupplied  him  with  models ;  he  has 
appropriated  them  to  his  deiign ;  and  his  new 
plan,  the  execution  of  which  is  .already  much 
advanced,  will  be  accompUfhed  before  the 
end  of  next  year,  and  then  his  houfe  will 
certainly  deferve  to  be  ranked  with  the  moft 
pleafant  manCions  in  France  and  England. 

Mr.  JefFerfon's  houfe  commands  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  profpedis  you  can  meet 
with.  On  the  eaft  fide,  the  front  of  the 
building,  the  eye  is  not  checked  by  any  ob-- 
jed,  fince  the  mountain  on  which  the  houfe 
is  feated  commands  all  the  neighbouring 
heights  as  far  as  the  Chefapeak.  The  At- 
lantic might  be  feen  were  it  not  for  the 
greatnefs  of  the  diftance,  which  renders  that 
profpeft  impoffiblc.  On  the  right  and  left 
the  eye  commands  the  extenfive  valley  that 
feparates  the  Green,  South  and  Weft  Moun- 
tains from  the  Blue-Ridge,  and  has  no  pther 
bounds  but  thefe  high  mountains,  of  which^ 
on  a  clear  day,  you  difcern  the  chain  on  the 

right 
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laght  uf^wards  of  a  hiudrcd  miles,  far  be- 
ffHid  JaAe^Ri¥crt  aod  on  the  left  as  far 
aa  Maryland,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Potowcnack.  Through  fome  intervals,  form* 
ed  by  the  irregular  fummits  of  the  Blue* 
Mounta9£ii6,  you  difeovcr  the  Peaked- Ridge, 
a  ^ain  of  mountains  placed  between  the 
Bhic  and  North  Mountains,  another  more 
diftant  ridge.  But  in  the  back  part  the  pro* 
fpe£lis  ibon  interrupted  by  a  mountain  more 
alevated  than  that  on  which  the  houfe  is 
ieated.  The  bounds  of  the  view  on  this 
jpoiut,  at  lb  fmall  a  diilance,  form  a  pleaiant 
reiiing^place ;  as  the  immenfity  of  profpe^ 
it  enjoys  is,  perhaps^  already  too  vail.  A 
confiderable  number  of  cultivated  £e]ds, 
boufes,  and  barns,  enliven  and  variegate  the 
cxtenfive  landfcape,  ftill  more  embelliflied 
by  the  beautiful  and  diverlified  forms  of 
mountains,  in  the  whole  chain  of  which  ilot 
one  refemblcs  another.  The  aid  of  fancy 
is,  however,  required  to  complete  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  magnificent  view;  and  Ihe  muft 
pidure  to  us  thofe  plains  and  mountains 
fuch  as  population  and  culture  will  render 
them  in  a  greater  or  fmallcr  number  of 

years. 
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years.  The  difproportion  exiftihg  between 
the  cultivated  lands  and  thofe  which  are  ftill 
covered  with  forefts  as  ancient  as  the  globe, 
is  at  prefent  much  too  great  :  and  even 
when  that  fhall  have  be^n  done  away,  the 
eye  may  perhaps  further  wifli  to  difcover  a 
broad  river,  a  great  mafs  of  water— <leftitute 
^of  which,  the  grandeft  and  moft  extenfive 
profped:  is  ever  deftitute  of  an  cmbellifliment 
requifite  to  render  it  completely  beautiful. 

On  this  mountain,  and  in  the  furround-r 
ing  valleys,  on  both  banks  of  the  Rivan-^ 
na,  arc  fituated  the  five  thoufand  acres  of 
land  which  Mr.  JefFerfon  poffefles  in  this 
part  of  Virginia.  Eleven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty only  are  cultivated.  The  land  left  to 
the  care  of  ftewards  has  fufFered  as  well  as 
the  buildings  from  the  long  abfence  of  the 
mafter ;  according  to,  the  cuftom  of  the 
country  it  has  been  exhaufted  by  fucceffive 
culture.  Its  fituation  on  declivities  of  hills 
and  mountains  renders  a  careful  cultivation 
more  ncceflary  than  is  requifite  in  lands 
fituated  in  a  flat  and  even  country;  the  com- 
mon routine  is  more  pernicious,  and  nfiore 
judgement  and  mature  thought  are  required 

than 
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than  in  a  different  fbiL  '  This  forms  at  pre- 
lent  the  chief  employment  of  Mr.  Jefferfon* 
But  little  accuftomed  to  agricultural  pur-* 
fuits^  he  has  drawn  the  principles  of  culture 
either  from  works  which  treat  on  this  fub- 
jedt^  or  from  cohverfation.  Knowledge  thus 
acquired  often  miileads,  and  is  at  all  times 
infufiicient  in  a  country  where  agriculture - 
is  well  underftood;  yet  it  is  preferable  to 
mere  ,  praAical  knowledge,  in  a  country ' 
where  a  bad  pra6tice  prevails,  and  where  it 
is  dangerous  to  follow  the  routine  from 
which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  depart.  Above  all, ; 
much  good  may  be  expe6ted,  if  a  contem- 
plative mind,  like  that  of  Mr.  Jeffcrfon, 
which  takes  the  theory  for  its  guide,  watches 
its  application  with  difcernment,  and  re6lifies 
it  according  to  the  peculiar  circumftances 
and  nature  of  the  country,  climate  and  foil, 
and  conformably  to  the  experience  whiph 
he  daily  acquires. 

Purfuant  to  the  ancient  rotation,  tobacco 
was  cultivated  four  or  five  fucceffive  years ; 
the  land  was  thtn  fuffcred  to  lie  fallow,  and 
then  again  fuccceded  crops  of  tobacco.  The 
culture  of  tobacco  being  now  almoft  entirely 

.;  relinquilhed 
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relinquiihed  in  this  pait  of  Virginia,  the 
common  rotation  begins  with  wheats  foW 
lowed  by  Indian  corn,  and  then  again 
wheat,  until  the  exhaufted  foil  lofes  every 
produSive  power;  the  field  is  then  aban- 
doned^  and  the  cultivator  proceeds  to  an* 
other»  which  he  treats  and  abandons  in  the 
fame  manner,  until  he  returns  to  the  firft, 
which  has  in  the  mean  time  recovered  ibme 
of  its  produdlive  faculties.  The  difproportion 
between  the  quantity  of  land  which  belongs 
to  the  planters  and  the  hands  they  can  em* 
ploy  in  its  culture,  diminiflies  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  deteftable  method.  The 
land,  which  never  receives  the  leaft  manure, 
lupports  a  longer  or  (horter  time  this  alter- 
nate cultivation  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
according  to  its  iiature  and  fituation,  and 
regains,  according  to  the  fame  circumflances, 
more  or  lefs  fpeedily  the  power  of  producing 
new  crops.-  If  in  the  interval  it  be  covered 
with  heath  and  weeds,  it  frequently  is  agair4 
fit  for  cultivation  at  the  end  of  eight  or  ten 
years  ;  if  not,  a  fpacc  of  twenty  years  L<i 
not  fufBcient  to  render  it  capable  of  pro- 
dudion.      Planters  who  are  not  pofTeifed  of 

a  fufficient 
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a  iufficient  quantity  of  land  to  let  (b  much 
of  It  remain  uDprodu6lfve  for  fuch  a  length 
of  ttme»  fallow  it  in  a  year  or  two  after  it 
has  borne  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  during 
which  time  the  fields  ferve  as  pafture,  and 
are  hereupon  again  cultivated  in  the  fame 
manner.  In  either  cafe  the  land  produces 
from  fiye  to  fix  buflich  of  wheat,  or  from  ten 
to  fifteen  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  the  acre. 
To  the  produce  of  Indian  corn  muft  alio 
be  added  one  hundred  pounds  of  leaves  to* 
every  five  bufliels,  or  each  barrel,  of  grain. 
•Thefe  leaves  are  given  as  fodder  to  the  cat- 
tle. It  was  in  this  manner  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfbn's  land  had  always  been  culjtivated, 
and  it  is  this  fyftem  which  he  has  very 
wifely  relinquiftied.  He  has  divided  all  his 
land  under  culture  into  four  farms,  and  every 
farm  into  fix  fields  of  forty  acres.  Each 
farm  confifta,  therefore,  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  His  fvftem  of  rotation  em- 
braces ieven  years,  and  this  is  the  reaibn 
why  each  fisirm  has  been  divided  into  (even 
fields.  In  the  firfi:  of  thefe  feven  years  wheat 
is  cultivated ;  in  the  fecond,  Indian  corn ; 
in  the  third,  peafe    or  potatoes  ;    in   the 

fourth. 
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fourth.  Vetches;    in  the  fifth,  wheat j  atid 

in  the  fixth  and  fevcnth,  clover.    Thus  each 

•   of  his  fields  yields  fome  produce  every  year, 

and  his  rotation  of  fucceflive  culture,  while 

■ 

it  prepares  the  foil  for  the  following  crop, 
increafes  its  produce.  The  abundance  of 
clover,  potatoes,  peafe,  &c.  will  enable  him 
n^to  keep  fufficient  cattle  for  manuring  his 
land,  which  at  prefent  receives  hardly  any 
dung  at  all,  independently  of  the  great  profit 
which  he  will  in  future  derive  from  the 
fale  of  his  cattle. 

.  Each  farm,  under  the  direction  of  a  par- 
ticular fteward  or  bailiflf,  is  cultivated  by 
four  negroes,  four  negrefTes,  four  oxen,  and 
four  horfes.  The  bailiffs,  who  in  general 
manage  their  fqrms  feparately,  affifl  each 
other  during  the  harvefl,  as  well  as  at  any 
other  time,  when  there  is  any  preffing  la- 
bour. .  The  great  declivity  of  the  fields, 
which  would  render  it  extremely  trouble- 
fbme  and  tedious  to  carry  the  produce,  even 
of  each  farm,  to  one  common  central  pointy 
has  induced  Mr.^Jpfferfpn  to  conftru6l  on 
each  jfiqld  A.ba;50,,iU<ficicntly  ^apacipus  to: 
1»W  i<s  'prodi|fif,>in  j^a«j;,th9.  prp^^  in: 
.t^  ..    forage 


•• 
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Conge  ria  di£d  hofufed'tbere,  UutHhis  b  gene^ 
iAUylfa  greats  ;ibat'it'  becomes-  neceflai^  M 
ixdike.'fitcks  msr^die  barns.  The  latter  aft 
ccmifanii6tod!ofi^nnriDS^i:>f  trees,  and  the  floors 
are  faoardedL  Tlte>fOMfls  and*  fiavar  rtdcicd 
tbr^xpbiice  of  ithfefe  J>uildings*'^to  a  mere 
ttifle^  .  ■   •  ■■■  -i  rt  ..iV.'  :  '   -    •  ^    i 

M  Mr.  I  Jefierfoil  tfoflefTes  lone  o£^thofe:ex:^ 
teeUent  Yhrdhing^tnachiQes,  whiqh-'ia  feW 
ycani  fince  weici*  inVeoted'  in  '^otknd,  and 
ftre:alreaHy  veryitoihtndn  in  England.  This 
wadiirie,  the  whole  of  which  dces^  not  weigh 
two  thoiifand  pdbnds^  is  conveyed  from  one 
baxti  to-aootber  ant  a'  waggoh»  and  threflies^ 
from  one.  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  bun* 
dr<jd  •  and  fifty  bulhols  a  day.  A  wornni; 
whofe  eggs  are  almoft  conftantly  dcpofited 
in  the  ear  of  the  grainv  renders  it  neceifary 
to  threfh  the  com  a  fhort  time  after  the 
harve{}:;.in  this  cafe  the  heat^  occaiioned 
by  the  mixture  of  grain  with  its  envelope, 
froixiMwlfich  it  is  difengaged,  but  with  which 
it  continues  mixed,  dcflroys  thd  vital  prin- 
ciple .of'  the  e^,  and  proteds  the  com  from 
the  incoiiveniences  of  its  being  hatched.  If 
the  grain  continued  in  the  ears,  withoutt 
Vol.  III.  L  being 


isfeiag  fpcedilj  beaten,  it  would  \it  deftroyedT 
by  the  worm,  which:  would  he  excluded 
Ifom  thb  eggs.  This  icaur^e^  however^ 
fpreods  no  farther  northwards  th^  the  Pb« 
teWmack,  and  is  bounded  to  the  weft  by 
the  Blue.^  Mountains.  A  •  :few  weeks  after 
the  corn  has  been  beaten,  it  is  free  from  all 
daHger,:iyihnowed  and  fenjt  to  market.  The 
Virginia;  planters  hare  generally  their  corn 
trodden  out  by  horfes^.bnt  this  way  it  flow^ 
and  there  is  no  country  m  the  world,  where 
thisr  operation  requires  more  difpatch  than 
in  this  part  of  Virginia*  Beiides  tiieftraw 
«8  bjuifed  by  the  treading  of  hories*  :  Mn 
Jederibn  hopes  that  his  machine,  which  has 
already  found  -ibme  imitators  among  his 
neighbours,  will  be  generally  adopted  in 
Virginia.  In  a  country  where  all  the  in^. 
habitants  po£Gbfs  plenty  of  .wood,  tbis^  ma-^ 
chine  may  be  made:  at  a-  very  triibhg  ex^ 
pence.  "•  *        .,.:,... 

Mr. '  JefFeribn  riates.  the  -  average  .  produce 
of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  preient  flate  of 
hisfarn,  at  eight  buihcl6<of  wheat,  eighteen 
biifheU  jof  Iioiduih  eoro,  and  twenty. hundredi 
«»a^'«f ..dinreiv  i  J  Afteir  the.  land  has  beea 

J  •      duly 
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duly  manured^  he  may  exped  a  produce 
twice^  nay  three  tidies  more  confiderablei 
But'  bis  land  will  never  be  dunged  as  much 
as  in  Europe.  Black  cattle  and  pigs,  iVbich 
in  our  country  are  either  conftantly  kept  on 
the  farm,  or  at  leaft  return  thither  every 
eyeolngv  and  whofe  dung  is  carefully  ga«» 
therdd  and  preferved  either  (eparate  or 
mixed^  according  to  circumftances^  are  here 
left  grazing  in  the  woods  the  whole  yiear 
round.  Mr.  Jefieribn  keeps  no  more  fbeep 
than  are  hecefTary  for  the  confumption  of 
hi&  own  table.  He  alts  his  clover  but  twice 
each  ieafoui  and  does  not  fuffer  his  cattle, 
to  graze  in  his  fieldsi»  The  quantity  of  his. 
dung  is  therefore  in  proportion  to  the  num«:* 
ber  of  cattle  which  he  can  keep  with  his 
own  fodder,  and  which  he  intends  to  buy 
at  the  beginning  of  winter  to  fell  them 
again  in  fpring ;  and  the  cattle  kept  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  barns  where  the  forage  is 
houfed,  will  furnifli  manure  only  for  the  ad* 
jacent  fielj^s. 

From  an  opinion  entertained  by  Mr.  Jef* 
feribn,  that  the  heat  of  the  fun  deftroys,  or 
at  leafl  dries  op  in  a  grtat  mtafVire,  the 

L  2  nutritious 
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nutritious  juices  of  the  earth,  he  judges  is 
neceifary  that  it  fhould  be  always  covered* 
In  order  therefore  to  preferve  his  fields, 
as  well  as  to  multiply  their  produce,  they 
never  lie  fallow.  On  the  lame  principle  he 
cuts  his  clover  but  twice  a  feafon,  does  not 
let  the  cattle  feed  on  the  grafs,  nor  euclofes 
his  fields,  which  are  merely  divided  by  a 
'  fingle  row  of  peach  trees. 
"  A  long  experience  would  be  required  to 
form  a  corredt  judgement,  whether  the  lofs 
of  dung  which  this  fyftem  occafions  in  his 
farms,  and  the  known^  advantage  of  fields 
enclofed  with  ditches,-  efpecially  in  a  de- 
clivous fituation,  where  the  earth  from  the 
higher  groulnids  is  conftantly  walhed  down  by 
the  rain,  are  fully  compenlated  by  the  vege- 
tifttive  powers  -wWch  he  means  thus  to  pre- 
ferve in  his  fields.  His  fyftem  is  entirely 
<k>nfihed  to  hirafelf ;  it  is  ceniiired  by  fbme 
6f  his  neighbours,  who  -are  alfo  employed 
in  im[ir6Viiig  their  culture  with  ability  and 
Ikill,  but  he  adheres  to  it,  and  thinks  it  is 
fbttiddd  on  Ji^  obfeptations. 
V'Wbittt^'M'has  already  been  obferved,  is 
9blijP#^«A!9Jf  ^Ittvatipn  in  this  coun^ 


try. 
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try*      The  rife,   whleli  within  thcfc  twp 
years  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  this 
aVticle,  has  engaged  the  (peculations  of  the 
planters,  as  well  as  the  merchants.      The 
population  of  Virginia,  which  is  (o  incon- 
fideratile  An.  proportion  to   its  extent,  und 
fb  littlerXolle£)!ed  in  towns,  would  ofler  but 
a  very 'precaxioas 'market  for  large  numbers 
of  cattle;'  "Every  {rfantei*  has  as  many  of 
them  in  the  woods*  as  are  required  for  the 
confmnption^  of  his*  family.    The  negroes, 
who  form  la  coniiderable  part  of  the  popu- 
lation, eat  but  little  meat,  and  this  little  is 
pork.     Some  farmers  cultivate  rye  and  oats, 
but.  they  .are  few  in  number.     Corn  is  ibid 
here  to  the  merchants  of  Milford  or  Char- 
lotte-Ville,  who  (hip  it  for  Richmond,  where 
it  fetches  a  ihilling  more  per  bufhcl  than  in 
other  places.    Speculation  or  a  prefling  want 
of  money  may  at  times  occafion  variations 
in  this  manner  of  iale,  but  it  is  certainly  the 
moft  common  .way.     Money  is  very  fcarce 
in  this  diilrifl,  and,  bank-notes  being  un- 
known, trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  barter ; 
the  merchant,  who  receives  the  grain,  re- 

L  3  turns 
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turns  its  value  in  fuch  commodities  as  jthe 
vender  (lands  in  need  of. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  fold  bis  wheat  laft  year  for 
two  dollars  and  a  half  per  bufheU  He  con* 
tends^  that  it  is  in  this  diilri6l  whiter  than 
in  the  environs  of  Richmond,  and  all  other 
low  countries,  and  that  the  buihel^  which 
weighs  there  only  from  fifty- five  to  fifty- 
eight  pounds^  weighs  on  his  farm  from^fixty 
to  fixty-five. 

In  addition  to  the  eleven  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land^  divided  into  four  hLvms^ 
Mr.  JefFerfon  fows  a  few  acres  with  turnips, 
fuccory,  and  other  feeds. 

Before  I  leave  his  farm,  I  (hall  not  forget 
to  mention,  that  I  have  feen  here  a  drillings 
maciine,  the  name  of  which  cannot  be  tran- 
flated  into  -French  but  by  **  machine  hfemer 
en  faquets^^  By  Mr.  Jefferfon*s  account, 
it  has  been  invented  in  his  neighbourhood. 
If  this  machine  fully  anfwers  the  good  opi- 
nion which  he  entertains  of  it,  the  invention 
is  the  more  fortunate,  as  by  Arthur  Young's 
jlflertion  not  one  good  drilling-machine  is 
'^~,  J|B..fbond  in  England.     This  m&chine, 

placed 


pkcedroA  a  jladruf  jdbugb-carriiige^  qirries 
Mr  imn^  ivliicb.  gentfy  x>peut  tbd)  ^roiv  as 
iscply  a&  is'  inequircdv-  r.B«hiMi  this*  iroa 
and^.  in  the  upper  part  of  the  macbine^  ii 
a(*finaU)  titAugh^  Goiitai£iirig/ther;graih  ."drhisk 
i»  intfsni^ed  to:  fae  fawn.  .  Thttfgpdlu  is  takdb 
out  dfi  tte  troagh •  by  a  row  df  .fitiaU;ro« 
ceivmrs^.iewed  oq  ,a  Idadier  band^  or  ribboo^ 
9lid^tiiiiiiing'  rtmnd*  twor  pivots  placed  aboTdr 
taohr  other  at  tbe  diflancQ-of  from  ie'verf  At 
cigkb  indues^ :  .  'Ebcrimaii  -  receurbis^  take  llf o 
grain  from  the  trough,  and  turn  it  over ^iiiHi 
a  ftEridl!Goadait^:\<f'hithcdnvcyo*Jk*iato.  t^^ 
BArixm:  made  by.  the^irofrr  ^rTiie.  diflnftetf 
of  one  of  thofer.  recetvers  fSrom :  «iotlic]I.de^ 
temioedi  that^^f  itbe  places  iaMwfaibh'  Ai 
gsain  is  diepofited  in  the  ground';  and  a  hilr- 
X0W9  .fixtd  oh  the  machine  behind  the  ooh^ 
dttifes  through  which  the  feed  iklls  into  tke 
fiirroWy.  covers:  it  again.  Ti^indUfs  chaihi 
of  the>  peceiversy  which  forms :  the  merit  of 
tfac-machine,  may  he  cotiipared  .with  thati 
tlfhiclfc:.is  •urQd:r:far  drawing*  water  from  a: 
great.  det)th,  ori  ilill  more  propbrly '  witb  z> 
beaver  of  ffouii^iaJBvaiis^Simiib/.  It  is  pntr 
in:  motionf  by  ailightttrheely  which  moves 
'/  L4  along 


152  TRAVBLS  TRKOUOH 

along  the  ground  as  the  machine  ad^tfances^ 
and  is  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  isinot 
obftruded  in  it$  movements  by  the  inequa^ 
lilies  of  the  ground,  nor  even  by  the  Hones 
which  it  may  find  in  its  way.  If  this  ma» 
obine  realLy  atifwersthe  intended  purpole^ 
it  is: difficult  to  conceive,  why  it  fliould  not 
have  been  invented  before,  as  it  is  extremely 
fimple,  compofed  of  movements  well  known^ 
and  of  powers  frequently  Employed.  *Ia  my 
opinion  it  admits,  however,  of  great  Imprdv^*^ 
fliefits»      ■•  ■■    I-  ..  '-^ 

-^  My  readers  will  undoubtedly  fmd  tfai^  > 
beilow  peculiar  attention  on  agricultiiPSi^ly^ 
fpeal^ing  of^Mr;^  JefFeFiba-as  a  farmer,  tttlbee 
I  mention  him  in  any  otbei"  point  tof  VfM^S  >t 
-  They  mxift  be  very  ignorant  of  the  hi&iMji 
of  America,  who  know  not  that  Mr.  ^€t^ 
fcrfon  iharcd- with  George  iWafhifigMtl,^ 
Franklin,  John-  Adams,:  Mn  Jay,,a«dwfit 
few  others,  the  toils  aiad  dangers  of'tbe^ 
revolution,  in  all  its  different  ibges  jnthaT 
in  the  famous  congrefs  which  guidedl4ihd 
coniblidatedit,  he  difpkyeda  boldnefs*  and 
firmncfs  of  cBaradler^  a  -  fundi  of  talents  «ndl 
knowledge,  and  a  fteadin^fs  of  prihciples^ 

*     1  which 
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which  .will  5  hand  down  his.  name  to  pofte^^ 
fltjrrtottfa'glcay^'and' eniiire:.  to  him  for  ever 
^tte  irfpeft^uid::  grtdtiid^  of :  all  friends' of 
HbefiyunhrtMis^fae^'who'in  that  famous  con- 
^f4  ib  :^d)f[k£lable,  and  fa  much  refpefted* 
«^^4ni  thdt  t3ongre{s,  evec  inacceflible  to  the 
&dudion^fetr/.and  apparent  weakneis  of 
the- peopk-wttrbo  jointly  with  Mr.  Lee,  an- 

0Cfaciide{h»ft7«  of  Virginia^  propofed  the  de- 
darattoQ  of  independence.*  It  was  he,  who, 
fopported  ptrinclpaily  by  John  Adams,  prefled 
the'dehboratioci:  on:  tbeifub^fi/ and  carried 
jit>  iMj^ing'jdown^^the  wary  |>rqdence  of  ibme 
of  his  co^eagues,  poflefled  of  an  equal  (hare 
of  p3Ktriotifm,!bttC  fefsxonrage.  Jt  was  he, 
who'  was:«chai:^;  with  ^idrawirhg  up  ^tbit 
niaftdr-'piecer  ^f  dignified  Wifdom;  and  pa- 
triotic prid?.  It  was  he,  who  being  after- 
wards appointed  governor  of  Virginia  at  the; 
period  of  the  iavafion  of  Arnold  and  Corn^. 
wallis,  acquired  a  peculiar  claim  oh  the 
gratitudebf  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was  he, 
who,  as  the.  firft  ambaffador  of  the  United 
Statef  iq  JErance,  filled  at  that  momentous 
epocha  that  diftinguifhed  poft  to  the  fatif- 
fadlion.  of  both  nations..  In  fine,  it  was  he, 
:..  .  who 
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V9ho  as  Secretary  of  State  in  if^^  when 
the  ridiculous  and  diibrglBuicung  preteafiona 
of  Mn  GenSty  and  the  tofqr  arn^ncc  of  thd 
♦.♦  *  miniftcr,  endeavoured  ake^natelj  to 
abufc  the  political  weaknds  c^  die  Upited 
States^  induced  faia  govemmeot  to  fpeafe 
a  noble  and  independent  language,  whkk 
would  have  done  credit  to  the  linoft  for* 
tnidable  power.  The  long  corfefpondence 
carried  on  with  thefe  two  defigning  agents 
would,  from  its  juft,  profound,  and  aUe  rean 
fbning,  be  alone  iufficient  to  confer  on  its 
author  the  reputation,  of  aa  accompliAed 
datdiinan. 

Since  the  beginning  of  i;^4,.. Mr.  JeSeiH^ 
£}n  has  withdrawn  firom  public  afl^Si  Thi» 
wa9  the  time  when  the  malevol^t-  ienti* 
nients  of  ♦  ♦  *  ♦  *  ♦'  were  difpls^  againfir 
the  United  States  in  the  ftifongd):  nudneiv 
and  when  her  unjufb  proceedingis  wece  re«« 
iented  with  the  uttnoft  indignation,  from  one 
end  of  America*^ to '  the  otiicr*  This,  wa» 
the  moft  important  epocha  of  the  policjr 
of  the  United  Sates/  becaufe  they  propoiei 
to  aft  with  energy  and  vigour.  The  prc- 
.  ference  which  under  thoic  circumftances  the 

Prefidcnt 
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7re£uleiit  waa  accuftomed  to  give  to  the  ad« 
vice  of  Mr.  Hai&illQn»  which  contimuallj 
carried,  aloag  with  it  the  opiaiou not  onljr 
of  General  Knox»  but  alfo  of  Mr.  Raodolpb^ 
then  attoraey^genend  of  the  Unioiii  over  that 
of  Mr*  Jefieiib0»  caufed  him  to  cmbrajce  thii 
refi>lu|ion.  Immediately  after  this  flop,  Mr. 
Jefferibu  was  confidered  by  the  ruling  partjr 
as  the  leader  of  Oppofition ;  he  was  (lifpedcd 
of  revolutionary  views;  he  was  accuied  of 
aa  wtcntton  to  overturn  the  conftitittioft  of 
the  United  States^  of  being  the  enony  of  ^his 
country^  and  of  a  wifh  to  become  a  tribune 
of  the  people.  It  is  fufficient  to  know  that 
Mr^  Jeflferibn  is  a  man  of  fenfe»  to  feel  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fcandalous  imputations; 
and  whoever  is  acquainted  with  his  virtue 
muft  be  aftonifhed  at  their  having  ever  beea 
preferred  againft  him.  His  fpeech^  arc 
thofe  of  a  man  firmly  attached  to  the  main--* 
tcnance  of  the  Uuion^  of  the  pr efent  con^^ 
flitution,  and  of  the  independence  cff.  the 
United  States.  He  is  the  declared  enemy  of 
every  new  fyftem  the  introduftion  of  which 
^ight  be  attempted,  but  he  is  a  greater 
enectiy  of  a  kingly  form  of  government  than 

of 
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of  any  other.  H^  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  prefent  conftitution  (hould  be  carefully 
^referved,  and  defended  againft  all  infringe- 
ments arifing  from  an  extenfion  of  the  pre* 
rogatives  of  the  executive  power.  It  viras 
framed  and  accepted  on  republican  princi- 
ples, and  it  is  his  with  that  it  Should  remain 
a  republican  conftitution.  On  fevcral  oc- 
caiions  I  have  heard  him  fpeak  with  great 
reipcA  of  the  virtues  of  the  Prefident,  and 
In  tertns  of  efteem  of  his  found  and  unerring 
judgement.::      . 

But  the  fpirit  of  party  is  carried  to  ex- 
ccfe  in  America;  men  who  embrace  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  attack  their  oppo- 
nents with  imputations,  no  doubt,  equally 
unfounded.  In  all  party-proceedings  Neither 
feafbn  nor  juftice  can  be  expefied  froni  either 
fide,  and  very  feldom  ftriA  morality  with* 
rcfpeft  to  the  means  employed  to  ferve  the 
favourite  caufe  ;•  one  caufe  alone  appears 
good  ;  every  thing  befides  is  deemed  bad^ 
nay  criminal,  and  probity  itfelf  (erves  to 
miflead  probity.  Perfonalrefentments  ai!bme 
the  colour  of  public  fpirit,  and  frequently, 
when  the  moft  odious  ads  of  injuftice  have 

been 
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been  committed^  i^nd«  the  moft  atrociouff  c» 
liiinQies  fpread,  b^t  few  members  of  the 
party  are  in  the  -f<^ret^  and  know;  that  they 
are  the  effufions  of  injuftice  and  hlft  repre- 
fentation.  The  truth  of  thefe  pbiervations 
being  evident  to  all  men  who  have  lived 
amidft  parties,  fliould  lead  tq  mtitual  tole- 
ration and  forbearance.' 

In  private  life  Mn  Jefierfon '  difplay$  ^ 
mild,  eafy  and  obliging  temper,  though"  he 
is  fomewhat  cold .  and  referved.  His  con* 
verfation  is  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind,  and 
he  pofTelTes  a  flock  of  information  not  in- 
ferior to  that  of  any  other  man.  In  Europe 
h?  would  hold  a  diitinguiflied  rank  among 
men  of  letters,  and  as  fuch  he  has  already 
appeared  there ;  at  prefent  he  is  employc4 
with  a6tivity  and  perfeverance  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  farms  and  buildings ;  and 
he  orders,  directs,  and  purfues  in  the  mi- 
nutefl  detail  every  branch  of  bufinefs  relative 
to  them.  I  found  him  in  the.midfl  of  the 
harvcft,  from  which  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun  does  not  prevent  his  attendance. 
His  negroes  are  nourilhed,  clothed,  and 
treated  as  well  as  white  fervants  could  be. 

As 
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As  he  cannot  cxpeA  any  itffiftanc*  ^frorA  the  ' 
two  fitoall  neighbouring  towns,  every  article 
is  made  6n  his  farm  ;  his  negroes  are  cabi^ 
net-makers,  carpenters^  mafoiis,  bricklayers, 
fmiths.  Sec.  The  children  he  em^oys  in  a 
nail-manufaAory,  which  yields  already  a 
coniiderable  profit.  .  The  young  and  old  nc- 
greffes  fpin  for  the  clothing  of  the  reft.  He 
animates  them  by  rewards  and  diftindlions  ; 
in  fine,  his  fuperior  mind  direds  the  manage- 
ment of  his  domeftic  concerns  with  the  fame 
abilities,  aftivity,  and  regularity,*  Which  he 
evinced  in  the  conduct  of  public  afiairs,  bnd 
which  he  is  calculated  to  dilplay  in  every 
fituation  of  life.  In  the  fuperintendence  of 
his  houfehold  he  is  auifted  by  his  two  daugh-> 
ters,  Mrs.  tiandolph  and  Mifs  Mary^  who 
are  handfome,  modeft,  and  amiable  women. 
They  have  been  educated  in  France*  Their 
father  went  often  with  them  to  the  houfe 
of  Madame  d'Envilkj  my  dear  and  refpefta- 
ble  aunt,  where  they  became  acquainted  with 
my  family,  and  as  the  names  of  many  of 
my  friends  are  not  unknown  to  them,  we 
were  able  to  converfe  of  them  together.  It 
will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  this  could  not 

but 


but  eirche  iA  mj  mioil'ffaong  ien&dbot^'ftnd 
ipcoUediofii,  fi>nMdiiM»  ikainful,  yet  gene^ 
rally  r#eet*  -  Fifteen  hundred  leagues  from 
our^  native  country,  in  another  world,  and 
frequently  given  up  to  melancholy,  we  faney 
ourfelves  raftered  fo  exiftence,  and  not  utter 

■ 

ftrangers'  to  huppineis,  when  we  hear  our 
family  and  our  friends  mentioned  by  per* 
ions  who  have  known  them,  who  repeat  ^ 
tbeir  hamet,  defcribe  their  perfbns,'^  and  ex- 
prefi  themfelves  on  fb  interefting  a  fubjedt 
in.  terms  of  kihdnefi  and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Randolph  Is  proprietor  of  a  confide* 
rable  plantation,  contiguous  to  that  of  Mr. 
Jefierfon*s  ;  he  eonftaQt(|r^)ends  the  fum« 
mcr  with  him,  and,-  from  the  afieftion  he 
bears  him^  he  feems  to  be  his  fon  rather 
than  his  fon*in-law.  Miis  Maria  conftantly 
rcfides  with  her  father  j  but  as  (he  is  fevcii- 
teen  years  old,  a(nd  is  remarkably  bandfbme, 
ihe  wiU,  doubtlefs,  foon  find,  that  there  are 
duties  which  it  is  ftill  fweeter  to  'perform 
than  thofe  of  a  daugfaten  Mr.  Jefierfon^s 
philofophic  tura  of  mind,  his  love  of  fhidy, 
his  excellent  l%rary,  which  fuppfies'  him 
with  the  means  of  &tfsfying  it,  and  hi$ 

friends. 
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frieods,  will  .undoubtedly  help  .^iiD  to  endurd 
this  his,  which^  moreover  is  not.Jikely  to 
become  an  abfpliite  privalion,  ^So^e^fe^ 
cond  fon-in-law  of .  Mn  Jefierfqn  may,  like 
Mr.  Raivlolpb,  refide  in*the  vicjaity-of  Moih 
ticello,  and,  if  he  be  worthy  .orMi ft  Maria, 
viU  not  be  c^ble  to  find  any  company  n^cre 
idefirable  than  that  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  iituation  of  Mpnticello,  exempts  this 
place  from  the  peftUendal  effluvia  which 
produce  fo  many  difcafesin  the  lower  coun-^ 
tries.  From  its  great  elevatipn  it  enjoys 
the,  purefl  air;  and  the  fea-br^eze,  which  is 
felt  on  ihore  about  eight  9r  nineo^clock 
in  the  morning,  reaches  Monticello  at  one  or 
two  in  the  afternoon,  and  fbmewhat  re- 
freihes  the  atmofphere^  but  the  fun  is  in- 
tolerable from  its  fcorching  heai  ;  as  indeed 
it  is  in  all  the  fouthern  States.  The  places 
that  enjoy  fome  advantage  over  others  are. 
thofe  which,  like  ]NjIonticello, .  arc  expofed 
to  its  dircd  rays,  without  experiencing  tlieir 
reflexion  from  morie  elevated  mountains,  or 
neighbouring  buildings. 

Mr.  J^erfpn,  ^n  common  with  all  Iand« 

jbo^der&in  Amedc^t  imagines- that  his  habi- 
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tation  is  more  healthy  than  any  other  ;  that 
it  is  as  healthful  as  any  in  the  fined  parts 
of  France ;  and  that  neither  the  ague,  nor 
any  other  bilious  diftempers  are  ever  ob» 
fervcd  at  Monticello.  This  is  undoubtedly 
true,  becaufe  he  afTerts  it,  in  regard  to 
himfeif,  to  his  family,  and  his  negroes,  none 
of  whom  is  attacked  by  thefe  maladies  ;  but 
I  am,  neverthelefs,  of  opinion,  that  an  £u« 
ropean,  who  during  this  feafon  fhould  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  too  much  to  the  air  from  nine 
in  the  morning  until  fix  at  night,  would  not 
long  enjoy  a  good  flate  of  health.  During 
the  feven  days  I  continued  there,  not  one 
pafled  without  fome  moments  of  rain,  and 
yet  the  intenfity  of  the  heat  was  not  in  the 
lead  abated  by  it. 

In  Virginia  mongrel  negroes  are  found 
in  greater  number  than  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia ;  and  I  have  even  feen,  efpecially 
at  Mr.  Jefferfon's,  flaves,  who,  neither  in 
point  of  colour  nor  features,  ihewed  the 
'lead  trace  of  their  original  defcent ;  but 
their  mothers  being  (laves,  they  retain,  of 
confequence,  the  fame  condition.  This  fu- 
perior  number  of  people  of  colour  is  owing 
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^o'thfe  fuperibr  antiquity  of  the  fettleinent  of 
Virgiflia,  and  to  the  clals  of  ftewards  or 
bailiffs,  who  are  accuied  of  producing  this 
tnongrel  breed.  They  are  liable  to  temp- 
tation, becaufe  they  are  young,  and  con- 
^ftantly  amidft  theii"  flaves ;  and  they  enjoy 
the  power  of  gratifying  their  paflions,  be- 
caufe they  are  defpots.  But  the  public  opi- 
nion is  fo  much  agairift  this  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  white  people  and  the  black,  that 
it  is  always  by  ftealth,  and  tranfiently,  the 

« 

f6tmer  fatisfy  their  defires,  as  no  white  man 
is  known  to  live  regularly  with  a  black  wo- 
nian« 

Before  I  clofe  this  articlfe  I  muft  fay,  that 
during  my  refidence  at  Monticello  I  wit- 
neflfed  the  indignation  excited  in  all  the 
planters  of  the  neighbourhood  by  the  cruel 
condu6l  of  a  mafter  to  his  flave,  whom  he 
had   flogsed  to  -fuch  a  degree   as  to   leave 

CO  o 

him  almoft  dead  on  the  fpot.  Juftice  pur- 
fues  this  barbarous  mafter,  and  all  the  other 
planters  declared  loudly  their  wi(h,  that  he 
may  be  feverely  puniftied,  which  feems  not 
to  admit  of  any  doubt. 

But  it  is  time  to  take  leave  of  Mr.  JefFer- 

fon. 
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(on,  whbfe  kind  reception  has  perfeftly  an- 
fwered  what  I  had  a  right  to  expe6t  from  his 
civflity,  from  our  former  acquaintance .  in 
France,  4nd  from'  his  particular  connedHon 
with  iny  relations  and  friends.     Mr.  JcfFer- 
fbn  is  invited  by  the  republican  party,  named 
anti-foderalifts,  to  fucceed  George  Wafliing- 
ton  in  the  Prefident's  chair  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  having  publicly  declared, 
that  he  will  not  cdntinue  in  this  place>  al« 
though  he  Ihould  be  re-^ele£led  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
The  other  party  is  defirous  of  raifing  John 
Adams  to  that  {Mtion>  whofe  paft  fervices, 
and  diftinguifhed  condu6l  in  the  cauie  of 
liberty,   togiethcr  with  his  place  of  Vice- 
Prefident,  give  him  alfo,   no    doubt,  very 
powerful  claims.      In  the  prefent  fituation 
of  the  United  States,  divided   as  they  are 
between  two   parties,  which  mutually  ac- 
cufe  each  other  of  perfidy  and  treafon,  and 
involved  in  political   meafures  which  it  is. 
equally  difficult  to  retra6l  and  to  purfiie,  this 
exalted  ftation  is  furrounded  with  dangerous 
rocks  ;  probity,  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
public  caufe,  and  the  moft  eminent  abilities, 
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will  not  be  fiifiicient  to  fteer  clear  of  them 
all.  There  exifts  no  more  in  the  United 
States  a  man  in  a  iituation  (imilar  to  that 
of  George  Wafliington.  On  his  firft  elec- 
tion, the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  all 
America  were  concentrated  in  him.  Such 
a  man  cannot  exifV  in  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture of  circumftanceSy  and  the  next  prefi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  will  be  only  the 
prefident  of  a  party.  Without  being  the 
enemy  o^  one  of  the  pretenders,  one  can- 
not, therefore,  concur  in  the  wifh  which  he 
may  entertain  of  being  elevated  to  that  emi- 
nent poft.  The  fleeting  enjoyment  of  the 
vanity  of  him,  who  (hall  be  elefted  prefident, 
may,  perhaps,  be  followed  by  the  keeneft 
pangs  of  grief  in  his  remaining  days.  The 
two  fmall  towns  of  Charlotte- Ville  and  Mil- 
ford  trade  in  the  produce  of  the  country 
fituated  between  them  and  the  mountains. 
They  alfo  form  a  fort  of  depot  for  the  com- 
modities of  more  diflant  parts  of  the  country;: 
efpecially  Milford,  where  the  navigation  be- 
gins, and  does  not  experience  any  farther  in- 
terruption from  this  point  to  Richmond. 
The    water-carriage    of   merchandize    and 

commodities 
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commodities  cofts  one  third  of  a  doRar  pef 

•  •  » 

hundred  weight.  The  trade^  which  m  a 
fmall  degree  is  alfo  carried  oh  with  money, 
is  chiefly  managied  by  twirter,  becaufe  mo- 
ney  isfcafce,  and  notes  are  not  readily  re- 
ceived/  The  price  of  land  is  from  /our  to 
five  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  to  be  fold  is  very  confiderable.  Meiit, 
that  is,  mutton,  veal  and  Iamb,  fetches  four 
pence  a  pound ;  beef  cannot  be  had  but  in 
wihten  The  wages  of  white  workmen,  fuch 
as  mafbns,  carpenters,  cabinet-makers,  and 
fmiths,  amount  to  from  one  and  a  half  dol« 
lar  to  two  dollars  a  day,  according  as  they 
are  fcarce  in  the  country.  During  the  pre- 
ient  ieafbn  mafbns  obtain  the  higheft  pay ; 
there  arc  not  four  ftone-mafons  in  the  whole 
county  of  Albemarle,  where  Monticello  is 
fituated,  which  I  left  on  the  29th  of  June. 

WOODS-TAVERN.     CULTURE  OF  TO- 
BACCO. 

The  road  to  Woods^tavern^  which  runs 
along  Jckney-creek,  and  through  woods,  is 
tolerably  good  and  even.     The  plantations 
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continue  to  be  thinly  fcattered^  and  thepro* 
prietors  cultivate  as  much  tobacco  as  they 
can  employ  negroes.  But  here,  a$  on 
James-River,  and  in  {dL&  throughout  Vir- 
ginia, tobacco  is.  yearly  replaced  by  whea^ 
which  becomes  gradually  almoft  the  general 
objed  of  culture ;  and  the  prefent  fajll  ifi  the 
price  of  wheat  does  not  feem  to  render  the 
planters  lefs  attached  tq  this  change  in  their 
fyftem  of  cultivation.  . 

The  culture  of  tobacco  is  difficulty .  trou- 
blefome,  and  uncertain.  It  is  Town  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  a  fat  and  rather  moiA 
ground.  , 

.  Before  the  fowing  time  the  land  is  covered 
with  fmall  branches  of  trpes, which  are  burnt 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  herbs  and 
roots,  that  might  injure  the  growth  of  the 
plant,  and  alfo  in  order  to  increafe  this  fer- 
tility of  the  foil  by  their  afhes.  The  tobacco 
is  thickly  fown  on  a  bed  in  the  moft  fliel- 
tered  corner  of  the  field.  This  bed  is  co- 
vered with  branches,  left  the  froft  (hould 
hinder  the  unfolding  of  the  feed,  and  pre- 
sent the  fprouting  of  the  plants.  When 
they  are  three  or  four  inches  high,  they  arc 

traniplanted 
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tranfplanted  into  a  field,  which  has  been 
well  manured  and  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion. A  negro  heaps  earth  around  the  plants^ 

which  are  fet  four  feet  diftant  from  each 

•  •   •      ■  .  . 

other  on  all  fides.  The  ground  is  con- 
ftantly  kept  cfc^n  of  weeds,  and  all  the 
leaves  are  taken  from  the  plant,  which  it  is 
thought  might  injure  its  perfeft  growth,  be- 
ginning always  with  thofc  that  are  next  the 
ground,  and  which  might  be  affected  by  the 
wet.  More  earth  is  heaped  around  the  ftalk  ; 
and  its  head  bruifed  with  the  nail,  to  prevent 
its  running  up  too  high  ;  aU  the  fprout9 
which  fhoot  forth  below  the  leaves  are  cut 
away,  and  all  the  leaves  fucceffively  torn 
off,  except  eight  or  nine,  which  alone  are 
left  on  the  fialk.  At  lad  when  the  plant  is 
fuppofed  to  be  ripe,  which  happens  in  the 
month  of  Augufi,  it  is  cut,  left  feveral  days 
in  the  field  to  dry  in  the  fun,  and  then  car- 
ried into  the  barns,  where  every  plant  is 
fcparately  fufpcnded  by  its  undcrmoft  part. 
In  this  pofition  the  leaves  attain  by  deiicca* 
tion  the  lafl  degree  of  maturity,  but  not  all 
of  them  at  the  fame  time ;  for  this  dcficca* 
tlon,  which  in  regard  to  fome  is  completed 
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within  two  days,  takes  with  refped  to  others 
leveral  weeks.  When  the  leaves  are  per- 
fcftly  dry,  they  jare  taken  from  the  ftalk,and 
laid  one  upon  another  in  fmall  parcels.  The 
moft  perfcft  leaves  muft  be  put  together,  and 
thofe  of  an  inferior  qualify  iTeparated  into 
different  claffes ;  this  is,  at  leaft,  the  method 
followed  by  fuch  planters  as  pay  moft  at- 
tention to  the  fabrication  of  their  tobacco. 
Thefe  Imall  parcels  of  leaves,  tied  together 
by  their  tails,  are  then  brought  under  the 
prefi,  and  afterwards  preffed  down  into 
hogflieads.  This  procefs  varies  more  or  lefs 
in  the  different  plantations,  but  the  variations 
are  not  by  any  means  confiderablc. 

The  forts  of  tobacco,  cultivated  in  Vir- 
ginia, arc  tht  fweet^fcented,  the  moft  efteem- 
cd  of  all ;  the  big  and  littlcj  which  follow 
next ;  then  the  Frederick  ;  and,  laftly,  the 
one-and-all^  the  largeft  of  all,  and  which  yields 
moft  in  point  of  quantity.  The  tobacco 
produced  in  thefe  parts  is  fold  either  at  Mil- 
ford  or  Richmond.  The  price  is  the  fame, 
and  fo  is  the  freight,  which  amounts  to  one 
third  of  a  dollar  per  hundred  weight;  this  is 
alfo  the  cafe  in  regard  to  other  articles  of 

merchandize. 
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merchandize.  This  year  it  has  been  fold 
for  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  hundred 
weight.  Three  years  ago  it  brought  no 
more  than  from  three  to  four  dollars.  A 
negro  can  cultivate  two  acres  and  a  half, 
and  as  each  acre  yields,  upon  an  average^ 
one  thoufand  pounds  of  tobacco,  each  negro 
can,  confequently,  produce  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  But  the  culture  of 
this  plant  is,  as  has  already  been  ftated,  ex- 
tremely troublefome  ;  it  is  expofed  to  a  great 
variety  of  accidents,  which  cannot  always 
be  avoided,  and  which  deftroy  many  ftalks, 
or  fpoil  at  leaft  many  leaves  :  i  ft.  After 
the  plant  has  been  tranfplanted,  the  root  is 
frequently  attacked  by  a  fmall  worm,  which 
caufes  the  leaf  to  turn  yellow,  and  which 
muft  be  taken  out  of  the  ground  with  the 
fingers,  to  fave  the  plant;  2d.  humidity 
communicates  /i6^  rot  to  the  plant,  that  is, 
covers  it  with  red  fpots,  which  caufe  it  to 
moulder  away,  and  the  ftalk  is  loft;  3d. 
violent  winds  break  the  ftalk ;  4th.  when 
the  leaves  are  at  the  point  of  attaining  their 
maturity,  horn-worms  neftle  in  them,  at- 
tack them,  and  completely  deftroy  the  plant, 

unlefs 
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unlefs  they  can  be  torn  off;  5th«  whca  the 
tobacco  is  cut  and  fpread  on  the  ground  to 
dry,  the  wet  impairs  its  quality.  The  feed 
for  the  next  year  is  obtained  from  forty  to 
fifty  ftalks  per  acre,which  the  cultiva,tQr  lets 
run  up  as  high  as  they  will  grow,  .without 
bruifing  their  heads^ 

Mr.  Wood  cultivates  no  tob^qo  qn  the 
farm,  where  he  keeps  his  inn,  but  oa  an- 
oilier,  feven  miles  farther  diftant,  and  the 
only,  fort  he  attends  to  is  one^and-^.  :  Near 
his  inn  he  cultivates  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
like  all  the  other  iiarmers  of  thp  diJClri^l  ^ 
but  he  dungs  his  fields  now  and  then,  an4 
thus  prolongs  the  term  of  their  fertility.  He 
frequently  obtains  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  and  all  his  produce  in  wheat  as 
well  as  tobacco  is  fold  at  Milford. 

The  price  of  land  is  in  this  diftrift  the 
lame  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  JefFerfon. 

Mr.  Wood's  inn  is  fo  good  and  cleanly 
— he,  his  wife,  and  whole  family,  are  fb 
kindly  officious  and  obliging,  that  1  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  thofe  circumftances  with 
pleafure.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  lively,  agreeable, 
old  man ;  thirty-five  years  ago  he  fettled  in 

this 
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this  part  of  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  from 
Ireland^  and  has  anoiafled  a  confiderable  for« 
tunc. 

NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 

A.  few  miles  beyond  Mr.  Wood's  inn, 
you  pafe  by  the  North-garden- Mountains. 
This  is  a  fmall  circle  of  mountains,  almoft 
entirely  clofed,  which  contains  about  ten 
thoufand  acres  of  the  very  beft  land.  The 
richnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  variety  of  fitua*- 
tions,  which  fits  it  for  all  fpccics  of  culture, 
have  obtained  for  this  diftrift  the  name  it 
bears.  A  planter  has  made  there  within 
thefe  few  years  a  fuccefsful  trial  with  the 
vine ;  he  puts  into  his  wine  brandy  and 
fugar,  and  imagines  that  the  wine  is  made 
in  the  fame  manner  in  all  countries  whence 
it  is  exported  in  large  quantities.  He  does 
not  as  yet  produce  wine  enough  for  fale,  but 
the  Virginians  who  have  tafted  it  allow  it 
to  be  excellent,  and  he  will,  of  courfe,  find 
a  ready  market  when  he  fhall  be  able  to 
make  a  fufficient  quantity. 

ROCKFISH. 
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ROCKFISH. 

During  the  whole  journey,  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  Rockfijh,  you  continually  af- 
cend  and  defcend,  but  the  ground  rifes  all 
along  by  fenfible  degrees  i  the  plantations 
are  more  numerous,  but  the  buildings  con* 
£ft  of  fmall  miferable  log-houfes,  although 
the  cultivated  fields  which  furround  them 
are  tolerably  extenfive.  The  nearer  you 
approach  the  mountains  <  the  more  the  to- 
bacco-fields grow  fcarce,  and  you  at  laft  fee 
nothing  but  wheat  and  Indian  corn.  Among 
adi  the  farmers  I  have  met  with,  I  found  but 
one  who  was  not  diilatisfied  with  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  wheat,  and  who  expreffed  him- 
lelf  on  this  fubjedk  with  moderation  and 
judgement ;  all  the  reft  perceive  in  the  de- 
creafc  of  the  value  of  their  commodities 
their  approaching  ruin,  and  lament  it  with 
the  utmoft  grief.  At  length  you  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Blue-Mountains,  which  you  af- 
cend  by  a  road  two  miles  in  length,  that 
has  a  gentle  rife,  and  is  well  cut.  A  fmall 
additional  cxpence  would  have  rendered  it 

completely 
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completely    good    by  turning    off  ieveral 
iprings,  which  ipoil  it  in  different  places. 
From  this  mountain  you  enjoy  an  extenfive 
pro(pe£t  over  all  the  heights  you  have  juft 
traverfedj  but  the  country  is  covered  with 
wood  to  fiich  a  degree,  that  their  tops  only 
can  be  difcerned«   On  the  fummit  of  Rock- 
fifb-Mountaih  .you    find   a    few  miierable 
houfes,  the  mod  confiderable  of  which  is 
an  abominable  inn,  full  of  bugs,  fleas,  and 
all  kinds  of  ofdure.     I  flopped  there,  for  I 
had  no  choice*     All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  meet  here,  as  they  generally  do  in  the 
fmali  inns  in  America,  to  fmoke  their  pipes, 
to  drink  whiflcy,  and  relate  the  toils  of  the 
day :  politics  take  up  but  little  of  their  con- 
verfation.     Newfpapers  do  not  reach  Rock- 
fifh,  and  the  number  of  families  is  too  fmall 
to  fupply  matter  for  the  "  chronique  fcfnda^ 
leufe\^  but  fegars  and  whifky  fatisfy  thefe 
good  people,  who  thus  fpend  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  in  the  evening  the  earnings  of 
the  whole  day.     The  landlord  of  the  inn 
has  alfo  a  diftillery  of  whilky,  which  he 
diflills  from  Indian  corn  and  wheat,  mixed 
in  equal  proportion,  and  thus  increafes  its 

ftrengtb* 
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ftrength.  This  Whiflcy*  fetches  eight  fliiU 
lings  per  gallon.  The  addition  ef- Indian 
corn  augments^  in  my  opinion,  the  un<» 
wholefomenefs  of  this  liquor ;  but  this  is 
immaterial  for  the  inn-keeper,  whofe  only 
care  is  to  difpofe  of  it  at  a  profitable  rate* 
A  flore,  eilablifhed  on  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, buys  the  produce  of  the  adjoining  coun^ 
try,  which  is  offered  there  for  I'ale,  and  re- 
tails  the  merchandize  drawn  from  Rich** 
mond  by  the  way  of  Milford.  The  ftorc- 
keeper  tranfmits  alfo  to  Milford  the  com- 
modities of  the  country,  if  they  are  not  fent 
by  dired  conveyance  to  Richmond.  The 
carriage  to  Milford  cofts  two  thirds  of  a  dol- 
lar per  hundred  weight.  All  the  goods  fold 
at  this  ftore  are  feventy-five  per  cent  dearer 
than  in  Philadelphia. 

The  land>  even  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  is  tolerably  good  ;  it  is  fown  with 
wheat,  and  produces  from  eight  to  twelve 
bulhels  per  acre.  The  culture  of  tobacco 
terminates  at  the  foot  of  this  chain  of  moun- 
tains ;  on  the  other  fide  not  a  leaf  is  pro-* 
duced,  neither  the  foil  nor  climate  being 
fit  for  it*     It  is  alfo  here  that  ftill  more  fon- 

tunatcly 
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tunately  the  fcourgc  entirely  ftops,  known 
under  the  name  of  vndks^  and  that  the  grain 
can  be  prefervcd  as  long  as  it  fuits  the  con- 
venience of  the  owner,  without  being  threfti- 
ed.  The  laft  fanner  I  converfed  with,  be- 
fore I  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  told 
me,  that  his  grain  was  infeded  with  that 
infc6i'. 

JOURNEY  FROM  ROCKFISH  TO 

STAUNTON. 

The  mountain,  whofe  fummit  cannot  be 
reached  from  the  other  fide  till  after  afcend- 
ing  two  miles,  is  defcended  by  a  road  which, 
at  moft,  is  only  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
length,  though  it  flopes  as  gently  as  the  for- 
mer, a  circumftance  which  proves  how  much 
the  ground  rifes  from  one  ridge  to  another 
in  this  fcries  of  mountains,  which  contains 
four  fuch  ftages.  The  country,  as  far  as 
Staunton,  is  thus  conftantly  rifing.  The 
habitations  are  in  this  diftridt  more  nume- 
rous than  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Blue- 
Mountains,  but  the  houfes  are  miferable  ; 
mean  fmall  log-houfes,  inhabited  by  families 

which 
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which  fwarm  with  children.     There  exiils 
here  the  fame  appearance  of  mifery  as  in  the 
back  parts  of  Pennfylvania.      The   inhabi-^ 
tants  are  moil  of  them  emigrants  from  the 
county  of  Lancafler,  from  Maryland,  and 
the  environs  of  Reading  and  Carliile.   They 
purchafe  land  in  thefe  back  parts   of  Vir- 
ginia at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  fold  that 
which  they  quitted.     They  clear  an  addi- 
tional portion  of  land,  and  fell  it  again  on 
the  firft  opportunity,  in  order  to  remove  into 
Kentucky,  or  Teneffee.    Thefe  are  the  main 
points  of  direftion  for  the  emigration  from 
Virginia,  where  moft  of  the  families  from 
Pcnnfylvania  and  Maryland  fettle  only  for  a 
certain   time.     Some   of  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants  of   Virginia   emigrate   alfo   to   the 
weftern  parts,  and  it  is  a  certain  fad,  that 
the  ftate  lofes  yearly  more  than  it  gains  by 
emigration.      In   the   county    of   Augufta, 
which    is   entered  after   palling   the  Blue- 
Ridge,  the  price  of  land  is  higher  than  in 
the  county  of  Albemarle.     It  is  difficult  to, 
account  for  this  fa6l,  as  the  produce  of  the. 
country  is  retailed  at  a  rate  fomewhat  cheap- 
er, although  the  increafed  expcnce  for  the 

carriage- 
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carriage  to  market  fliould,  it  feems,  raifc 
its  price.  Land  coils  from  ten  to  twelve 
dollars  the  acre.  All  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp, 
and  flax,  arc  cultivated  here,  but  with  as 
little  Ikill  as  in  the  preceding  counties.  As 
there  are  no  rich  planters  in  this  diftri6):,  the 
number  of  negroes  is  inconfiderable  ;  yet  all 
thefe  petty  planters,  however  poor  and 
wretched  they  apparently  are,  have  one  flave 
who  ihares  in  their  toils  and  diftreis. 

STAUNTON,  AND  THE  PRINCIPAL 
MINERAL  SPRINGS  IN  THE  NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. 

On  defcending  the  Blue-Mountains,  the 
South-River,  or  fouthern  branch  of  the 
Shenandoah,  is  croffed ;  and,  before  Staun- 
ton is  reached,  the  creeks  Chriftian  and 
Lewis  are  pafled,  which,  at  a  few  miles  di- 
ftance  from  that  fpot,  empty  themfelves  into 
the  Shenandoah. 

Staunton  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Augufla.  From  its  being  in  the  centre  of 
a  group  of  hills,  it  is  one  of  the  places  in 
Virginia  where  the   heat   is  moft   intenfe. 

Vol.  III.  N  and, 
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above  all,  moft  oppreflive  and  intolerable* 
Some  houfes  conftnided  on  the  heights  en^ 
joy  a  little  more  air,  but  they  are  command- 
ed by  other  neighbouring  mountains,  which 
frequently  prevent  the  air  from  reaching 
them,  and  very  feldom  fuffer  it  to  circji- 
late.  The  land  ,in  the  neighbourhood  is 
not  remarkably  fruitful.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  account  for  this  fpot  having  been  chofen 
£3r  the  fite  of  a  town  in  preference  to  others, 
but  for  the  numerous  fprings  of  excellent 
water,,  and  a  rivulet,  which  burfting  from  a 
bill  near  the  town,  turns  two  mills,  and 
might  turn  many  more  if  there  were  money 
enough  to  eftablifh  them,  and  a  fufBcient 
quantity  of  corn  to  be  ground.  The  fmall 
rivulet  forms  the  Middle-River^  which  em- 
pties itfelf  into  the  Shenandoah. 

The  moft  frequented  road  to  the  fweefy 
"warm,  and  hot  Jprings  at  Oreenbriarj  and 
from  thence  to  Kentucky,  pafles  through 
Staunton,  and  makes  it  a  confiderable  tho- 
roughfare. Eight  inns  are  cftabliftied  there, 
three  of  which  are  large,  and  frequently 
full.  The  warm  and  hot  Jprings  are  in  the 
county  of  Augufta,  towards  the  Iburce  of 

Jamesr 
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James-River. .  They  are  eight  miles  diftaiit 
from  each  other,  and  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  fulphur.  The  temperature  of  the  nvarm 
fprmg  is  ninety-two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
which  are  equal  to  twenty-fix  degrees  and 
two  thirds  of  Reaumur  ;  that  of  the  Bot 
Jprings  one  hundred  and  twelve  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit,  equal  to  thirty-fix  degrees  and 
five  ninths  of  Reaumur.  Thefe  two  fprings 
are  confidered  to  be  very  efficacious  in  rheu- 
matic complaints,  and  in  all  cafes  where  it 
is  necefTary  to  purify  the  blood.  The  Jweet 
Jprings  arc  in  the  county  of  Botetourt^  forty 
miles  from  the  others,  and  near  another  fburce 
of  James-River.  They  are  quite  cold.  The 
accommodations  are  not  remarkably  good  in 
any  of  thefe  three  places,  although  they  are 
much  frequented. 

Staunton  contains  about  eight  hundred 
inhabitants,  a  foiirth  of  whom  are  negroes. 
The  houfes  are  tolerably  well  built.  From 
fifteen  to  eighteen  flores  receive  the  pro- 
duce of  the  back  country,  which  chieflj^ 
confiiis  nn  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  hemp, 
linfeed,  wax,  andlioney.  Pretty  large  quan- 
tities of  bear-fkins  and  beaver-ikins  are  alfo 

N  2  carried 
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OLTticd  thither  J  as  well  as  ox-hides,  ibr  tbc 
ibpply  of  a  tan-jardy  irhkh  has  been  efia- 
Uiihed  in  the  place.  The  goods  (oHd  by  the 
fiore-keepen  are  brought  directly  from  Bal- 
timore,  jet  more  frequeotly  from  Philadel- 
phia, as  the  imall  ca{Htals  of  the  merchants 
of  Rjchroood  do  not  aUow  them  to  give  as 
long  credit  as  the  Staunton  traders  can  ob^ 
tain  in  tbr^  two  large  cities,  where  they 
alio  £nd  a  cheaper  market.  The  trade  of 
Staunton  has  decrcaied  of  late  years  on  ac- 
count of  the  eflabliflunent  of  ieveral  fmall 
towns  in  the  county  of  Greenbrtar,  as  the 
Hore-keepers  in  thoie  places  boy  up  {iomc 
of  the  commodities  which  were  formerly 
brought  to  Staunton,  and  fu|^ly  the  iame 
parts  of  the  country  with  articles  of  mer- 
chandize which  were  originally  fupplied  by 
Staunton. 

Two  market-days  are  weekly  kept  in  the 
town,  but  the  market  is  badlv  furniHied 
with  proviiions.  Meat  lells  at  fix  pence  a 
pound.  ^  Flour  fetches  about  eleven  dollars 
the  barrel  ;  it  is  fine,  and  white,  and  of  a 
tafte  infinitely  fiaf>crior,to  that  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Blue- Aloun tains..   The  price  of 

a  town- 
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a  town-lot  of  one  acre  varies  according:  to 
its  pofition,  from  fixty  to  a  hundred  dollars.' 
This  country*  is  not  free  from  bilious  fevers 
in  autumn,  yet  they  are  "lefs  frequent  than 
in  the  low  countries.  Four  phyficians  are 
eftabliflied  in  this  fmall  town,  whofe  pradice 
is  very  extenfive. 

A  newfpaper  is  publiftied  at  Staunton 
twice  a- week,  and  another  is  received  there 
every  week  from  Winchefter.  Thcfe  pa-- 
pers,  it  is  true,  are  rather  warm  in  defence 
of  the  French  caufe,  yet  they  are  written 
with  moderation,  and  never  attack  direftly 
or  indire6lly  the  government^ of  the  United 
States.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  they 
are  but  little  read. 

1  had  a  confiderable  inflammation  in  my 
eyes,  which  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
on  my  arrival  at  Staunton  I  was  abfolutely 
blind.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  it,  I  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  bleeding,  phjfic, 
and  blifters,  and  to  remain  four  days  in  that 
fmall  town.  This  diftemper,  which  I  caught 
at  Monticello,  is  very  common  throughout 
this  country  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  feafon, 
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eipecially  with  thofe  wbp  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  fan. 

During  my  ftay  at  the  inn  where  I  lodgr 
ed,  I  iaw  great  numbers  of  travellers  pais 
by,  who  were  either  merchants  or  fellers  qf 
land,  going  to  Greenbriar  and  Carolina,  or 
perfops  on  their  way  to  the  medicinal  fprings 
for  relief  from  rheumatic  pains,  or  other 
maladies^  which  they  bad  contraifled  in  the 
low  coqyntries.  The  political  opinions  they 
delivered  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  were 
remarkably  good.  The  declaration  ma^e  by 
the  Prefident,  that  he  will  not  be  a  candi* 
date  at  the  next  ele&ion.  was  the  common 
topic ;  and  while  they  unanimoufly  declared 
that  Mr.  JefFerfon  fhould  be  his  fucceflbr, 
they  Were  at  the  fame  time  clearly  of  opi- 
nion  that  nothing  could  repair  his  lofs. 

A  prefbyterian  church  has  been  built  a( 
Staunton  ;  it  is  well  frequented  every  Sun- 
day by  the  followers  of  that  fefl,  as  well  as 
by  pcrfons  of  different  religious  perfuaiions. 
A  Baptift  preacher  delivers  now  and  then  a 
fermon  in  this  church,  which  does  not,  how- 
ever, make  the  leaft  alteration  in  the  com-? 
position  of  the  audience. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  Staunton,  like  the 
generality  of  Virginians,  arc  fond  of  gamb- 
ling and  betting.  I  witnefled  there  two 
miferable  horfe-races.  The  beft  horfc  was 
not  worth  iixty  dollars,  and  the  bets 
amounted  to  three  or  four  hundred.  But 
as  money  i^by  no  means  plentiful,  they  lay 
knives,  watches,  &c.  &c.  I  have  feen 
twelve  watches  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  fame  umpire.  With  refped  to  the 
manners  of  the  people  here,  they  are  in 
general  much  like  thoTe-  of  Richmond,  nor 
are  they  aftuated  by  a  fuperior  defire  to  diC- 
charge  the  debts  which  they  contrad. 

TOUR  FROM  STAUNTON  TO  WIN- 
CHESTER.   KKYSSEL^TOWN. 

The  road  from  Staunton  to  Wincheftcr 
runs  into  two  diredions,  ten  miles  from  the 
former  place,  but  the  two  roads  thus  formed 
jpin  again  thirty  miles  farther  on.  We  had 
been  advifed  to  ftrike  into  the  old  road,  as 
being  the  beft,  and  we  preferred  it  ac- 
cordingly ;  I  fay  we^  for  Mr.  Guillemard 
had  rejoined  me.     The  road  as  far  as  that 

N  4  fork. 
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fork,  and  even  far  beyond  it,  offers  no  in- 
terefting  objeds  ;  it  is  good,  but,  to  judge 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  it  muft  be 
alaioft  impaflable  in  winter.  Rocks  are  very 
numerous ;  the  habitations  do  not  fland  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  road,  but  they  have 
a  mean  appearance.  « 

Fourteen  miles  from  Staunton,  a  woman 
Tvho  keeps  an  inn,  or  at  leaft  who  afTumed 
the  title  in  an  advertifement  over  her  door, 
was  not  able  to  furnilh  us  k  breakfafl  in 
her  hut,  the  moft  filthy  and  nafty  I  have 
hitherto  met  with  throughout  America. — 
Three  miles  farther  on,  we  were  at  con- 
fiderable  pains  to  obtain  one,  which  fell 
much  (hort  of  iatisfying  the  calls  of  hunger. 
As  we  could  not  entertain  the  leaft  hopes 
of  getting  a  dinner  at  Snap's  (this  is  the 
name  of  the  mafter  of  this  fecond  inn),  we 
were  compelled  to  brave  the  intolerable  heat 
of  the  noon-tide  fun,  and  to  proceed  four 
mil^  farther  on,  to  Keyflel-Town,  a  town 
which,  though  onlv  twentv  rears  old,  is  al- 
readv  falling  into  decav.  It  is  an  affemblaore 
of  about  twenty  miierable  houfcs,  four  of 
which    are    whilky-houfes.       The   land    is 

generally 
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generally  good,  and  fetches  upon  an  ave- 
rao-e  from  fifteen  to  feventeen  dollars  the 
acre ;  but  uplands  fell  only  for  four  or  five. 
Keyflel-Town  flands  clofe  to  the  Peaked- 
Mountains,  a  ridge  which  ftretches,  without 
the  leaft  interruption,  from  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Shenandoah  to  Newton,  that  • 
is,  about  fixty  miles  in  a  direSion  parallel  to 
the  Blue-Mountains,  which  are  fifteen  miles 
diftant.  This  chain  is,  in  faft,  only  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  mountain  ;  for  the 
fummit  forms  throughout  its  whole  extent 
a  ftraight  line,  uninterrupted  by  flight  dif- 
ferences in  point  of  form.  The  ftatc  of 
cultyre  is  here  much  the  fame  as^  in  all  the 
preceding  diftricts  ;  large  quantities  of  land 
in  polTelfion  of  the  fanrfe  owner,  and  put 
into  cultivation  until  they  are  completely 
exhauftcd.  Hemp,*  which  grows  very  fine, 
is  cultivated  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
country,  but  flax  is  merely  attended  to  on 
account  of  the  feed.  The  number  of  cattle 
is  very  confiderable,  but  they  are  confl:antly 
kept  in  the  woods.  There  are  but  very  few 
farmers  who  flail  them,  even  in  winter, 
although  the  frofl:  is  for  three  months  very 

fcvere : 
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fcvcrc :  they  then  ftrcw  a  few  handfuls  of 
bad  hay  before  the  door,  which  thefe  poor 
lean  animals  come  to  eat ;  and  this  muft 
lad:  until  the  next  day,  when  they  return 
for  the  fame  fcanty  fupply.  Dung  is  con- 
iequently  little  valued  in  this  country.  AU 
though  this  is  the  general  method,  yet  there 
are  (bme  exceptions  for  the  better. 

On  the  journey  from  Staunton  to  Keyffel- 
Town  we  pafs  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  the  Middle-Creek.  Two 
phyficians  and  four  inn-keepers  conftitute 
the  principal  population  of  KeyfTel-Town. 
One  of  the  phyficians  is  alfo  mafter  of  an 
inn ;  the  other,  a  German  by  birth,  formerly 
employed  in  the  Dutch  fervice  at  Batavia 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  hoipi- 
tals,  enjoys,  it  is  faid,  fome  reputation  in 
the  country.  We  were  told  that  people 
frequently  come  forty  miles  to  confult  him. 
His  name  is  Dr.  Hall ;  we  faw  him ;  he 
feems  to  polfefs  more  knowledge  than  phy- 
ficians generally  do  in  this  country ;  but  this 
diftinftion  is  no  peculiar  ground  of  praife. 
This  dodor,  w4io  arrived  in  America  four- 
teen years  ago,  has  fuccefliveJy  refided  in  the  ' 

ftate 
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ftate  of  New- York,  Jerfey,  and  different 
parts  of  Virginia.  In  the  laft  inftance  he 
quitted  the  weftern  mountains;  three  years 
fince,  to  fettle  in  Key  (Tel-Town;  he  fold  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars*  ninety  acres  of  land^ 
and  a  houfe^  which  two  years  before  he  had 
purchafed  for  two  hundred  and  forty,  and 
where  he  had  acflually  nmade  fome  improve- 
ments. I  mention  this  fa6l»  becauie  in« 
ilances  of  a  fimilar  kind  (eldom  happen  ia 
this  country.  They  depend  undoubtedly 
on  peculiar  circumftances  ;  for,  as  has  al- 
ready been  obferved,  the  increafe  of  the 
price  of  land  in  Virginia  is  far  from  keep- 
iiig  pace  with  the  rapid  progreffion  it  ex- 
periences in  the  northern  States,  and  which 
leems  to  commence  in  South-Carolina.*-^ 
Meat  is  fold  for  three  pence  a  pound,  and 
frefh  pork  for  from  four  to  five.  Some  in- 
habitants of  thefe  parts  buy  up  {alt  pork  ia 
Greenbriar-County^  and  retail  it  here.  They 
purchafe  it  for  five  pence,  and  fell  it  for  nine. 
We  faw  at  Mr.  Snap's  a  waggon  loaded  with 
thirty  hundred  weight  of  this  article,  which 
was  to  be  fold  in  the  environs  of  Frcde- 
rickfburg.     The  foil  confifts  in  general  of 

calcareous 
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calcareous  earth,  and  the  uppermoft  layer 
is  clay,  which  is  frequently  fo  red,  that  you 
would  fuppofe  it  to  be  of  a  ferruginous  na- 
ture.  The  habitations  are  pretty  numerous, 
but  mean  and  poor.  Some  mills  on  the 
creek  do  not  look  quite  fo  wretched ;  but 
there  is  not  one  good  houfe,  not  one  good 
ftable,  and  not  one  good  barn,  even  on  the 
eftates  of  the  moft  confiderable  farmers, 

FREY. 

The  houfe  of  one  Pickering,  twelve  miles 
from  Keyffel-Town,  had  been  pointed  out 
to  us  as  a  comfortable  manfion.  We  did 
not  find  Pickering  there,  but  Prey,  a  Ger- 
man, to  whom  the  former  fold  it  laft  year, 
and  who  'had  eftablifhed  himfelf  here  fome 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  The  houfe  was 
in  fo  wretched  a  ftate  as  to  be  feen  through 
on  all  fides  ;  there  was  nothing  to  eat  either 
for  man  or  horfe,  nor  was  there  any  drink  to 
be  got  but  whifky.  We  were,  however, 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  this  hut ; 
for  it  was  night,  and  we  fhould  have  been 
obliged  to  travel  four  miles  more  in  fcarch 

of 
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of  another  inn,  which  perhaps  might  not 
have  been  better.  We  accordingly  accom-, 
modated  ourfelves  to  circumftances,  and  were 
informed  that  this  Frey,  the  fon  of  a  Ger- 
man,  came  laft  year  from  Reading,  and  paid 
three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  his 
houfe,  two  diftilleries,  which  belong  to  it, 
and  dxty^twoacrqs  pf  good  land,  .^his  tra^ . 
of  countfy  is  peopled  by  one  and  the  fanae 
iprt  of  emigrants,  who  come  from  Lancafter 
and  Reading,  good  fiibje£is,  houeft  people, 
middling  cultivators  ;  but  awkward,  rude, 
uninformed)  and  dirty.  I'hefe  qualities  and 
inconveniences  characterize  all  the  fettlers 
in  America  who  are  Germans,  or  fbns  of  ^ 
Germans, 

The  air  here  is  fo  intenfely  hot,  and  the 
rays  of  the  fun  beat  with  fuch  violence,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  to  render  tra- 
velling during  the  day  at  all  tolerable,  it  is 
neceflary  to  depart  even  before  daybreak  ; 
and  to  reft  from  feven  or  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing till  five  in  the  evening ;  when  the  tra- 
veller muft  fet  forward  again,  to  make  a 
moderate  day's  journey  before  the  arrival  of 
night.     With  thefe  hours  one  can  feldom. 

proceed 
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proceed  more  than  five  and  twenty  miles  a 
day ;  for  it  is  neceffa  ry,  both  to  the  rider 
and  his  horfe^  to  travel  at  an  eafy  pace. 
The  fun  begins  to  fcorch  as  foon  as  it  rifes  % 

» 

at  five  in  the  morning  the  heat  is  already 
inconvenient ;  in  the  evening  it  is  exceffivc 
till  fun-fet  5  and  even  long  after  the  fun  Is 
down,  the  ground  and  all  the  fiirrounding 
obje6ls  are  impregnated  with  heat,  and  con-« 
tinue  to  refledl  it  upon  the  traveller.  But 
after  all,  though  the  air  is  fultry  through  the 
whole  day,  I  have  always  fuffered  Icfs  from 
it  than  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  to  me  were  terrible.  And  very  of- 
ten, in  defpight  of  the  management  I  have 
talked  of,  the  traveller  lofes  the  advantage 
of  part  of  his  precautions,  from  the  want  of 
inns  at  convenient  difiances  ;  being  com- 
pelled, whatever  he  may  endure,  to  proceed 
further  into  the  morning  than  eight  o'clock, 
and  to  begin  his  journey  again  earlier  than 
five  in  the  evening.  This  happened  to  us 
yefterday,  which  was  the  5th  of  July.  We 
could  find  no  place  to  reft  at,  till  noon  ; 
and  were  obliged  to  fet  out  again  at  four, 
to  reach  our  mifcrable  inn   by    the   time 

night 
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night  began  to  fall.  Travelling  in  this 
manner  defeats  the  intention  of  one  who 
travels  from  curiofity ;  for,  befidc  his  being  . 
in  danger  of  falling  fick,  he  arrives  at  the 
end  of  his  day's  journey  fo  fatigued  as  to  be 
incapable  of  exertion,  and  unfit  for  enquiry. 
He  can  fcarcely  go  twenty  paces  from  his 
inn,  to  fee  an  object  worthy  of  being  vifited ; 
and  has  barely  ftrength  to  fupport  a  languid 
exiftence. 

Newnnarket  was  the  firft  place  where 
we  flopped  ;  it  is  eight  miles  diftant  from 
our  wretched  night-quarters,  from  which 
we  were  not  able  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
we  could  have  wifhed.  The  afpeft  of  the 
country  does  not  offer  the  leafl  variety  of 
views.  On  fome  farms  we  now  and  then 
fee  barns,  better  flocked  then  they  generally 
are  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  but  the 
dwellings  are  all  fmall  log-houfes,  and  the 
culture  is  bad.  Between  Frey's  inn  and 
Newmarket  the  two  branches  of  the  road 
join  again  into  one.  Newmarket  is  a  more 
confiderable  place  than  Keyflel-Town  ;  the 
buildings  are  much  of  the  fame  conftru6fion, 
but  in  a  better  condition.  It  is  alfo  fituated 
in  a  more  extenfive  plain  than  we  have  feen 

ia 
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ia  our  travels  between  the  mountains,  Aa 
to  the  price  of  commodities,  the  manners  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  culture  of  the  (oil, 
the  difference  is  fo  very  trifling,  as  not  to 
deferve  any  notice. 

THE  VALLEY  AND   RIVER   SHENAN- 

DOAH-    PEATON. 

After  an  up  and  down  hill  journey  of  five 
miles  farther  on  a  road  filled  with  loofe 
ftones,  we  entered  the  valley  of  Shenan- 
doah, where  meadows  become  more  fre- 
quent.  The  heat  of  the  day  did  not  allow 
us  to  proceed  farther  than  Peaton's  houfe, 
where,  contrary  to  what  we  had  been  led 
to  exped:,  wc  found  the  befl  accommoda- 
tion  we  have  met  with  fince  wc  left  Staun- 
ton, Peaton  kept  formerly  an  inn,  but 
having  bought,  a  twelvemonth  fince,  a 
pretty  confiderable  eftate  at  the  foot  of 
the  Blue  Mountains,  this  new  acquifition 
cngrofTes  almofl  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion. His  wife  and  children  continue,  how- 
ever, in  his  ancient  habitation,  where  he 
has  taken  down  the  lign,  but  continues  to 

receive 
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receive  travellers  who  choofe  to  ftop  at  his 
houfe.  The  difierence  between  thele  houies, 
which  are  pretty  numerous  in  Virginia,  and 
ians,  or  ordinaries  as  they  are  called  in  this 
State,  is,  that  in  the  latter  all  perfons  arc 
admitted  without  diftindtion,  but  in  the  for- 
mer none  are  received  but  travellers.  They 
are  thus  exempted  from  noiie,  drunken  quar- 
rels, bad  payment,  and  the  charges  for  a  li- 
cence.  For  fuch  houfes,  therefore,  if  they 
are  well  known,  it  is  a  clear  profit  to  take 
down  the  iign.  But  the  inn-keepers  look 
upon  them  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  do  hot 
point  them  out  to  travellers  \  and  but  for 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  forced  us  to  feek 
fhelter  wherever  wc  hoped  we  might  be  able 
to  obtain  it,  we  fhould  not  have  ftoppcd  at 
Peaton's.  We  were  very  well  treated  there, 
and  if  we  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
have  flopped,  we  fhould  have  been  obliged 
to  go  ten  miles  farther  to  find  even  a  bad 
inn.  Befides-,  it  was  high  time  for  us  to 
ftop  ;  for  I  felt  already  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fever,  which  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
any  farther  in  the  evening  air. 

Wheat  is  cultivated  in  this  part  of  the 
Vol,  III.  O  country. 
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country,  as  in  all  the  preceding  drftrifis. 
The  harveft  has  but  juft  begun,  although  the 
wheat  is  over-ripe.  It  is  much  infeftcd  with 
the  rot,  and  mowed  with  the  fickle  as  in 
Europe.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Blue 
Mountains,  prejudices,  ignorance,  and  the 
habits  of  the  negroes,  oppofe  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  fickle,  although  forhe  farmers, 
who  are  aware  that  the  ufual  mode  of  mow- 
ing with  the  fcythe  caufes  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  grain,  wifti  to  introduce  it.  But 
rnofl:  of  them  are  incapable  of  obfervation 
or  rcfledlon.  Mowing  with  the  fcythe  being 
the  ufual  way,  they  think,  in  common  with 
the  negroes,  that  it  is  the  beft.  But  here, 
where  the  white  people  work  themfelves 
with  the  negroes,  and  where  a^great  number 
of  hufbandmep  arriv6  from  countries  where 
the  fickle  is  made  ufe  of,  they  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  mowing  with  the  fickle.  The  price 
of  land  is  here  much  the  fame  as  in  Keyffel- 
Town ;  ic  is  confequently  twice  as  dear  as 
land  of  the  fame  quality  on  the  other  fide  of 
,  the  Blue  Mountains. 

We  meet  frequently  in  the  road  heavy 
waggons,   covered   with  ftrong   linen,   and 

fometimes 


HO&TH  AMBRICA^  CAHADA,  tcC  19$ 


I  '  i:-«  iiT- 


alio  with  bear-ikins,  drawn  b/ 
fimr  or  fix  hoiies»  It  is  ia  iuch  waggons 
that  the  produce  of  the  countrj  of  Tenc^Sfic^ 
KentQckjr»  and  the  back  parts  of  Virg^ia, 
as  well  as  fkins  and  hides,  are  CQD\'e3red  to 
the  ports  of  Alexandria,  but  more  firequcntljr 
to  thofe  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and 
they  bring  back  in  return  the  produdions  of 
Europe  ai^  the  colonies. 

JOURNEY  TO  STRASBURGH. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Peaton's  houie 
we  crols  the   river   Shenandoah,  which  is 
rather  narrow,  but  very  clear  there,  and  flows 
in  a  deep  bed,  often  obftruded  by  rocks. 
The  banks  of  it  arc,  in  ibme  inftanccs,  co- 
vered with  fine  natural  grafs.     The  country 
we  traverfe,  as  far  as  IFoodJiock^  has  but  few 
hills,  is  tolerably  inhabited,  and  is  more  open 
than  before ;  but  the  houles  gain  nothing 
either  in  point  of  convenience  or  outward 
appearance.     Woodflock  is  the.  capital   of 
the   county  of    Shenandoah.      This   town 
chiefly  couiifts  of  log-houfes,  and  contains 
from  feventy  to  eighty  houfes,  a  court-houfe, 
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and  a  bad  prifon,  like  all  the  towns  of  the 
couhty.  It  was  formerly  named  Miller s- 
^owTiy  after  the*  name  of  the  proprietor  of 
ground  oh  which  it  was  built ;  but  the  legif- 
lature  of  Virginia,  which  feveral  years  ago 
Had  changed  this  lyftem  of 'nomenclature, 
has  given  it  the  jprefent  name.  Some  fad- 
dlers,  carpenters,  fmiths,  hatters,  and  even 
watch-makers,  have  eftabliftied  themfelves  , 
in  this  fmall  town,  which  is  inhabited  by 
Germansf,  as,  in  fad,  are  all  the  other  places 
in  this  part  of  Virginia.  Negroes  are  not 
numerous,  a.nd  only  to  be  found  iu  large 
families ;  there  are  no  more  than  five  hun- 
dred  of  them  In  this  county,  and  the  whole 
population  amounts  nearly  to  12,000  inhabi- 
tants. 

Between  Woodftock  znAStraJburghy  for- 
merly Stovers-Town^  the  ground  is  extremely 
ftony,  and  the  habitations  are  very  ftw.  A 
mile  on  this  fide  of  Strafburgh  the  fpecies  of 
wood  (hews  that  the  foil  is  better ;  the  v/hole 
fcene  is  changed,  the  country  opens,  the 
chain  of  Peaked  Mountains  tcrmiiiates,  and 
we  defcend  into  what  may  be  called  the  - 
valley  of  Shenandoah ;  for  it  is  on  this  point    * 

where 
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where  it-  really  bcginSt  at  leaft  for  the  tra- 
vfeUer.  Meadows  well  furniflied  with  ticno* 
thy-grafs  and  clover  are  interfperfed  with 
fields  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  and  with 
orchards,  which  abound  with  applet-trees  in 
this  difl:ri6L  Land  coft$  here  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-eight  dollars  the  acre^  and  there 
is  but  liftle  to  be  fold  in  this  town^  which 
IS"  entirely  inhabited  either  by  Germans,  or 
children  of  Germans.  The  fields  are  ma-^ 
nured/  and  produce  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  bufheh  of  wheat  per  acre.  They  plough 
with  horfes,  none  of  which  can  be  bought 
under  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  al- 
though the  recent  fall  in  the  price  of  flour 
has'  alfo  lelTened  their  value,  as  well  as  that 
of  all  commodities. 

The  farmers  find  no  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing white  labourers,  whom  they  pay  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  half  a  dollar 
per  day,  and  four  {hillings  during  the  har- 
veft.  The  cows  are  very  fine,  they  are 
bred  in  the  country,  and  fold  for  twenty  dol* 
lars.  Confiderable  numbers  of  cattle  are 
reared,  and  more  particularly  fattened  in 
the  paftures,  and  then,  as  well  as  the  fheep 
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And  pigs,  which  are  alfo  very  numerous,  foit 
to  the  markets  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel* 
phia.     The  wooU  not  ufed  in  families  for 
maftufafturing  neceflary  clothing,  ferves  to 
fupport  fome  hat-manufaftories,  which  have 
been  eftkbliflied  in  the  country,     Som^  mer* 
chants  of  the  town  purchafe  of  fmali  far- 
mers the  whole  produce  of  their  land,  but 
the  rich   landholders  fend  it  themfelves  to 
Philadelphia.   Flour  fetches,  at  this  moment 
but  feven  dollars  per  barrel  at  Stralburgh, 
and  meat  three  pence  a  pound.     Strafburgh 
contains  two  churches ;  an  Anglican,  which 
is  called  the  high  church  in  this  country,  and 
a  Prefbyterian-meeting. 

Before  we  reached  the  town,  we  found  in 
the  woods  feveral  fnakes  near  the  road ; 
among  others,  a  black  ierpent,  thin,  long, 
and  which  glides  with  great  fwiftneis,  and 
the  fnake  known  by  the  name  of  the  glafs- 
fnake,  from  its  being  as  tranfparent  and  brit- 
tie  as  glafs.  They  were  about  two  or  three 
feet  long,  and  neither  of  them  venomous. 


NEW. 
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NEW-TOWN. 

The  country  continues  beautiful  and  opeti 
as  far  as  New-Town^  but  is  le&  inhabited 
than  I  expelled  from  what  I  had  read  and 
heard.  One  or  two  handfome  houfes  df 
planters  are  feen  from  the  road ;  they  are 
inore  numerous,  it  is  faid»  on  the  banks  <^ 
the  river  Shenandoah,  from  which  we  con* 
ftantly  removed  to  a  greater  diftance^  after 
we  had  paflfed  Peaton's  houfe,  fifteen  miles 
diftant  from  Nfcw*Town.  The  land  is  good, 
and  its  culture  and  produce  are  much  the 
fame  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Straiburgh.  New* 
Town,  formerly  named  Stevenfiurg^  is  a 
fmall  town,  fomewhat  le1&  confiderable  than 
Strafburgh.  It  contains  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  peopled,  like  the  whole  country, 
by  German  families.  White  labourers  arc 
procured  there  as  eafily  as  at  Strafburgh,  and 
receive  nearly  the  fame  wages ;  yet  during 
the  laft  harveft  they  refufed  to  work  for 
lefs  than  a  buihel  of  wheat  per. day,  which 
the  farmers  were  obliged  to  give,  left  they 
ihould  lofe  their  harveft.     The  market-price 
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at  Alexandria,  whither  all  the  flour  of  the 
country  is  carried,  fixes  that  of  New-Town, 
with  the  difl^erence  of  two  dollars  and  a  half, 
which  arc  deduded  for  freight.     Laft  year 
a  barrel  of  .flour  brought  as  much  as  twelve 
dollars  and  a  half  at  New-Town;  but  at  this 
time  it  cofts  no  more  than  fix  dollars.    Great 
planters  only  have  at  Ncw-Town,  as  in  every 
other  part  of  the  valley,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber  of  negroes ;  fmall  farmers  keep  only  one 
or  two,.and  work  along  with  them. 

There  is  no  church  at  JNew-Town  ;  we 
ieldom  meet  with  any  in  Virginia  where 
divine  fervicc  is  performed;  from  time  to 
time  we  fee  indeed  old  buildings  called 
meeting-places,  but  no  fermons  are  delivered 
there,  no  prayers  read,  and  they  do  not  ot 
courfe  deferve  the  name  of  church. 

At  New-Town  we  took  leave  of  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge,  who  (lept  at  Peaton's  the  fame  night 
we  did,  and  in  whofe  company  we  travelled 
the  laft  two  davs.  Mr.  Dandrid^e  was  fe- 
cretar}'  to  the  Prefident,  and  left  him  two 
or  three  months  asjo.  The  circumftcnce 
that  th«  Prefident  had  appointed  another 
fecrctary  in  his  room  was  recorded  in  the 
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cbronique  Jcandaleufe  of  Philadelphia,  with  a 
variety  of  comments^atid  fpeculations  on  the 
motives  of  this  feparation ;  ia  ihort,  this  do* 
meftic  tranla6tidn  in  the  houfe  of  the  Preii* 
dent  was  canvafled  with  all  the  curiofity, 
ignorance, .  and  loquacity,  of  a  large^  ^iciety 
of  idlers ;  and  the  newfpapers  re-echoed  this 
empty  noiie  of  fuppofition  and  conjedure, 
which  are  apparently  without  any  ground* 
However  this  may  be,  Mr^  Dandridge  was 
returning  from  the|  county  of  Greenbriar** 
where  he  had  infpeAed  fome  eftates  belong^ 
ing  to  the  Prefident,  and  was  now  going  t6 
rejoin  him  at  Mont- Vernon.  We  found 
in  him  a  vtry  pleafant  companion,  and  b6 
feemed  as  much  concerned  at  his  parting 
from  us  as  we  were  to  leave  him.  He  is  a 
man  of  a  very  refpedable  chara6ter. 

WINCHESTER. 


^  *^ 


The  plantations  increafe  both  in  number 
and  fize,  as  we  approach  Wiuchefter,  which 
lies  but  eight  miles  from  New-Town.  It 
is  the  capital  of  Frederick-County,  contains 
upwards  of  two  tboufand  inhabitants,  and 

is 
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is  built  toleral)ly  well,  in  the  midft  c£  rocks^ 
which  circumftance^  however^  does  not  pre^^ 
vent  many  of  the  inhabitants  from  building 
houfes  of  wood.  It  is  very  difficult  to  con- 
ceive  the  motives  that  led  to  the  conftrudtion 
of  a  town  on  this  fpot,  where  only  as  nfiuch 
water  is  found  as  is  required  for  the  ufe  of 
the  houfesy  and  which  is  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  diftant  from  all  navigation ;  it  would 
have  been  far  more  advantageoufly  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Shenandoah.  The 
rivulet  which  fupplics  the  families  of  Win- 
chefter  with  water  in  abundance,  is  the 
fource  of  Opeckan-Creek,  that  empties  itfelf 
in  a  north-eaft  diredion  into  the  Potowroack. 
Winchefter  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
for  its  inland  pofition,  in  the  midft  of  a 
country  which  is,  as  yet,  fo  thinly  inhabited. 
It  fends  to  Alexandria  the  whole  produce  of 
the  upper  country,  and  draws  from  Baltimore, 
but  efpecially  from  Philadelphia,  all  forts  of 
dry  goods :  the  traffic,  both  in  buying  and 
felling,  is  carried  on  with  ready  money. 

The  preference  which  is  given  here  to^ 
Philadelphia  over  Alexandria,  in  regard  to 
the  purchafe  of  dry  goods,  reds  on  the  fame 

grounds 
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gfound$  as  it  does  in  other  places  of  this 
upper  part  of  Virginia*     From  the  greater 
wealth  poileffcd   by   the  merchants  of  that 
city,  they  are  able  to  give   longer  credit; 
they  receive  the  goods  from  the  (\r{]L  hands, 
and   coufcquently  can  icU  them  cheaper  | 
their  warehoufes   being  plentifully  flocked 
with  merchandize,  the  buyers  can  alfo  fuit 
themfelves  better — circunriftances,   none  of 
which  take,  place  at  Alexandria,  and  which 
being  lefs  combined  at  Baltimore  than  at 
Philadelphia,  caufed  the  latter  to  be  reforted 
to  in  preference  to  the  former,  notwithAand- 
ii)g  its  greater  diftance :  it  is  by  land  that  all 
thefe  productions  and  commodities  are  con* 
veyed  to  Alexandria,  and  arrive  from  Phila- 
delphia.    The  carriage   from  Philadelphia 
to  Winchefter  cods  from  four  to  five  dollars 
per  hundred  weight;  and  from  Winchefter 
to  Alexandria,  two  dollars  and  a  half,  as  it 
does  from  New^Town.     Heavy  merchan- 
dize, fuch  as  grocery,  is  at  times  fent  by  fea 
from  Philadelphia   to   Alexandria,   whence 
it  is  conveyed  to   Winchefter  in  waggons, 
which,  if  not  obliged  to  go  back  empty  from 
want  of  a  load,  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one 

dollar 
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doUar  and  a  half  per  hundred  weight.  The 
produce  fent  from  Winchefterconfifts  chiefly 
of  flour.  The  environs  of  this  place,  as  well 
as  the  back  country,  whence  it  draws  the 
neccflary  fupplies  of  provifions,  abound  in 
wheat ;  niHls  are  very  numerous  in  that  di- 
ftrift;  hemp,  fome  linfeed,  hats  and  hard- 
ware, great  quanties  of  which  are  manufac- 
tured in  Frederick-County,  are  alfo  produc- 
tions of  this  country.  Upwards  of  thirty  well- 
ftocked  ftores,  or  (hops,  have  been  opened  at 
Winchefter ;  the  value  of  European  goodg 
which  it  yearly  draws  from  Philadelphia,  or 
Baltimore,  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  or  fix  hundred  fixty-fix  thou- 
fand'  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  ;  they 
fell  at  Winchefter  thirty  per  cent  dearer 
than  in  the  former' places. 

The  profeflion  of  a  lawyer  is  as  lucrative 
in  Winchefter  as  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
Virgini^i.  More  than  twenty  of  them  find 
conftant  practice,  and  are  in  thriving  cir- 
cumftances.  Mechanics  are  found  in  abun- 
dance ;  even  a  coach-maker,  and  feveral 
watch-makers,  have  fettled  there.  Five 
churches  have  been  built  at  Winchefter  ;  a 

Roman 
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Roman  Catholic,  an  Anglican,  a  Prefby-^ 
terian,  a  German  Lutheran  church,  and  a 
Methodifl  meeting-houie,  but  without  any 
minifters  being  peculiarly  attached  to  thenw 
The  Englifli  minifter  refides  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  only  comes  from 
time  to  time.  The  Roman  Catholic  curate^ 
who  lives  in  Maryland,  vifits  this  place  alio 
when  he  choofes ;  and  lb  do  the  reft.  The 
mbthbdift  roeeting^fioufe  excepted,  divine 
fervice  is  thus  performed  here  by  itinerant 
priefts,  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  travel«- 
Jing  much  in  Virginia  for  the  purpofe"^^  of 
propagating  religious  truths.  But,  on  the  . 
other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  the  number  of 
gaming-tables  has  of  late  much  increafed  in 
this  town,  and  they  are  all  of  them  affidu- 
oufly  frequented.  This  is  a  fort  of  worfliip^ 
in  the  obfervancc  of  which  but  few  Virgi- 
nians incur  the  charge  of  infidelity. 

Befides  an  indifferent  prifon,  and  a  very 
decent  court-houfe,  Winchefter  contains  a 
fine  building  deftined  for  the  poor.  The 
expence  of  this  houfe,  which  is  kept  but 
very  carelefsly,  is  raifed  by  a  poll-tax  on 
^hite  people  and  negroes.  The  poor,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  do  not  derive  all  the  advantage  it  might 
afford  if  the  public  money  were  hufbanded 
with  more  economy.     I  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  much  minute  information  relative 
to  the  management  of  this  houfe,  but  I  have 
iccn  enough  of  it,  to  induce  me  not  to  wiih 
(or  further  particulars.     Befides  my  opinion 
on  this  fpecies   of  eftablifhments   is   fixed. 
They  afford  in  a  bad  and  imperfect  manner 
the  affiftance  which  the  poor  have  a  right  to 
claim  from  fociety.     The  care  of  old  and 
infirm  people,  fupported  by  the  public,  would 
be  far  more  ufefully  entrufled  to  private  fa- 
milies for  a  reafonable  compenfation  ;  and 
thus  public  charity  would  be  confined  to  the 
fole  clafs  of  the  poor  who  really  deferve  it. 
Alms-houfes  for  the  indigent  are  fources  o£ 
poverty;   for  they  mufl  be  inhabited,    and 
even  filled.     The  idler  confiders  them  as  un- 
failing refources,  and  is  thus  encouraged  iu 
his  idlenefs ;  while  a  wicked   fon  fees   in 
•  them  a  certain  retreat  for  his  father  and 
mother,  which  hardens  him  in  his  guilty  diC 
*   pofition  not  to  affifl  them  in  diflrefs,  &c.  &c* 
If  in  old  flates,  which  are  extremely  pa- 
pulous and  gangrened  with  mifery  and  vice, 

the 
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the  eftablifliment  of  hofpkals  for  the  poor 
fhould  be  deemed  ufeful,  their  number  ought 
at  lead  to  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of 
indifpenfable  neceflity.  Now  this  neceffitjr 
exifls  not,  nor  can  it  exiH:,  in  an  infant 
country  like  America,  which  abounds  in  the 
means  of  fubfiilence,  placed  within  the  reach 
of  every  bodyj  where  every  family  •may 
eafily  fupport  fuch  of  its  members  as  are  re« 
duced  to  penury  by  old  age  or  infirmities; 
where  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  no  re- 
lations to  retreat  to  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if 

0 

there  fhould  exifl  any,  is  at  Icafl  very  fmall; 
and  where  private  charity  is  excited  by  the 
ytt'j  fcarcity  of  thofe  who  need  alms. 

It  is  a  painful  duty  to  acknowledge  that 
poor-houfes  are  far  more  frequently  the  re- 
fults  of  the  vanity  of  cities,  and  of  the  in* 
dolencc  of  thofe  who  ought  to  attend  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  than  the  cfFefts  of  true 
humanity.  The  importance  of  ena^ing  wife 
laws  with  refpc£l  to  mendicants  is  not  yet 
fufficiently  felt :  the  talk  is,  indeed,  difficult ; 
but  they  are  intimately  conne6^ed  with  the 
profperity  of  a  great  nation,  and  with  the 
happinefs  of  all  its  members. 

Two 
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Two  or  three  pitiful  fchools  forth  all  the 
refources  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wiuchefter  for 
the  education  of  their  children. 

The  town  contains  ten  or  twelve  inns, 
large  and  fmalh  which  are  often  full.  It 
lies  in  the  way  of  all  travellers  who  proceed 
to  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  to  Teneffee, 
or  to  the  mineral  fprings  in  the  counties  of 
Augufta  and  Berkley.  Many  families  which 
are  emigrating  into  the  new  countries  alio 
pafs  through  Winchefter.  In  the  courfe  of 
lad  year  upwards  of  four  thoufand  perfons 
pafTed  through  the  place,  who  were  going  to 
fettle  in  Teneflee  or  Kentucky. 

A  well-ftocked  market  is  held  there  twice 
a  week.  The  price  of  meat  is  five  pence  a 
pound ;  a  pair  of  fowls  cofts  from  two  to 
three  Ihillings,  and  butter  eleven  pence  a 
pound.  Every  inhabitant  has  a  garden, 
which  produces  the  neceffary  vegetables  for 
his  confumption.  Board  and  lodging  coil 
five  dollars  a  week.  Negroes  are  very  nu- 
merous  in  Winchefter ;  but  white  labourers 
^re  not  eaffly  procured,  and  receive  higher 
w^figes  than  in  moft  places  of  the  neighbour- 
ing counties. 

T  The 
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The  popuktioh  of  the  county  amounts  to 
ftbove  twenty-one  thoufand  fbttls,  four  thovb- 
fand  five  hundred  of  whom  are  negro  (laves* 

BERKLEY-COUNTY.    CHARLESTOWN. 

Although  dwelUng-houies  and  plantations 
are  tolerably  numerous  between  Wiachfifair 
and  Charleftown,  yet  the  country  is  ftilt  co* 
vered  with  wood  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
eye  does  not  enjoy  any  of  the  pleafant  views 
which  this  fine  tra£l  of  land,  bounded  on  the 
right  and  left  by  the  beautiful  chains  of  the 
Blue  and  North  MountainSf  would  ofFer^  if 
it  were  well  cleared*  A  few  miles  from  the 
town  the  road  takes  a  north^eaft  dire^ion  to« 
wards  the  Potowmack.  Along  the  firft  part 
of  this  road  only  fmall  and  wretched  habi- 
tations are  to  be  {ecu ;  and  it«is  not  until 
we  enter  the  county  of  Berkley,  eleven  miles 
from  Winchefter,  that  the  plantations  be- 
come more  confiderable,  the  fields  more  cx- 
tenfive,  and  better  cultivated,  and  that  the 
whole  landfcapc  aflTumes  an  appearance  of 
wealth.  The  dwelling-houfcs  are,  in  ge- 
neral, better  built,  and  fome  which  belong 
Vol.  IIL  -       P  to 
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Xo  rich  planters  have  a  hajiddfome  appear- 
-ance :  but  woods  predominate  ftill  too  much, 
and  more  ground  lies  uncleared  than  would 
fuffice  to  fupport  a  population  thirty  times 
more  numerous  than  it  is  at  prefent* 

Charleftown  is  a  fmall  place,  built  within 
thefc  ten  br  twelve  years,  cbttfifting  of  abbut 
forty  houfes:  ■-  The  inhabitants  of  this  place 
und  its  environs  arc  moftly  emigrants  from 
the  lower  parts  of  Virginia,  A  few  of  them 
came  from  Pennlylvania,  and  thefe  are  all 
Germans,  This  diftrift  is  inhabited  by  more, 
opulent  planters  than  any  other  of  the  valley 
we  have  hitherto  travcrfed^  The  number  of 
negroes  is  corilequently  coniiderable ;  and 
white  labourers  arc  fcarce  in  proportion  :  it 
is  with  great  difficulty  that  any  of  the  latter 
can-be  procured  during  the  harveft  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day.  The  difficulty  of 
finding  labourers  at  that  important  period 
obliges  the  farmer  to  have  his  wheat  cut  with 
the  fcythe,  although  he  is  fully  aware  of  the 
inconvenience  which  attends  this  operation, 
and  which  is  more  confiderable  here  than 
elfcwhere,  for  the  thicknefs  of  the  crops  ob- 
ftrufts  the  adlion  of  the  fcythe,  and  a  greater 

quantity 
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quantity  of  corn  is  accordingly  (haken  out  by 
the  additional  force  required  in  iQawing  it 
down.  .   r  . 

Landed  property  for  fome  miles  round' 
Charleftown  is  more  divided,  perhaps,  than 
in  any  other  part^of  Virginia.  Very  few  of 
the  planters  polTefs  more  than  two  thouiand 
acres  of  land,  and  few  even  (o  much.  The 
culture  is  better,  the  fields  are  better  plough- 
ed, better  huibanded,  and  are  even  a  little 
dunged.  An  acre  produces  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  bufhels  of  wheat ;  oftts  are  culti- 
vated in  abundance ;  numbers  of  cattle  are 
kept  in  the  meadows.  The  whole  produce 
is  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of 
the  environs  of  Winchefter,  Strafburgh,  &c. 
&c.  But  it  is  from  Winchefter  that  the 
flores  or  fhops  of  Charleftawn  receive  their 
fupplies :  none  of  the  (hop-keepers  is  fuf- 
ciently  rich  to  draw  merchandize  diredly 
from  the  fea* ports. 

Two  tolerably  good  fchools,  one  for  Eng- 
Ji(h,  and  another  for  Latin,  are  eftablifhed  at 
Charleflown,  to  which  children  are  fre- 
quently fcnt  from  Winchefter.  The  price 
of  inflru6Hon  for  each  pupil  at  thefc  fchools 

P  2  amoimts. 
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amounts  to  five  dollars  lor  Engliih,  and  fe* 
venteen  for  Latin.  The  eorporation  is  build* 
ing  a  houle  in  which  thefe  two  fchools  are 
to  be  united,  and  is  defirous  that  a  native  of 
France  would  fix  himfelf  here  as  teacher  of 
the  French  language. 

A  Pncibyterian  and  a  Methodift  church 
have  alio  been  ereded  in  this  fmall  town^ 
and  the  Epifcopalians  have  built  another 
two  miles  farther.  Thefe  three  churches 
have  minifters,  iiipportcd  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions ;  but  their  allowance  is  not  fuffi^ 
cient  to  relieve  them  from  the  neceffity  of 
being  alio  paid  by  other  congregations,  fb 
that  divine  fervice  is  performed  at  Cbarlef. 
town  every  fi[>rtnight  only,  and  it  is  faid  that 
even  on  theie  days  the  churches  are  but 
little  frequented. 

No  market  having  been  as  vet  eilabliOied 
in  Charleflown,  every  one  iiipplies  himielf 
with  provifions  as  well  as  he  can.  Meat 
cofb  fix  pence  a  pound,  butter  nine  pence, 
and  fowls  two  (hillings  a  pair. 

This  town  is  increafing  every  year,  and 
many  new  houies  are  building.    The  inhabi- 
tants aflurcd  us,  as  in  fad  they  did  every- 
where. 
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where,  that  the  air  is  extremely  fidubrbus ; 
aod,  Go  judge  from  the  zfycBi  of  the  country/ 
nothing  feems  here  to  contradi^  the  nSsr*' 

tion^ 

■  .      ■        ■.  • 

The  culture  of  wheat  exte^d^  five  or  fix 
miles  beyond .  Charleilown.  The  fields  are 
all  of  a  vafi  extent,  and  the  crops  of  Iqdiaa 
corn  are  remarkably  fine.  The  meadowa 
are  .aUb  very  rich,  but  they  are,  few  in 
number. 

-■■:■     ...  ...  -J 

PASSAGE  Of  THE  POtOWMACR 
THROUGH  THE.  BLUE  MOUNTAINS. 
HARPER'S  FERRY. 

Two  or  three  miles  from  Potowmack  you 
find  a  ledge  of  fmall  heights,  which  always 
precede  and  follow  the  high  chains  of  moun^ 
tains ;  they  are  ftony,  and  but  little  cleared 
of  wood,  and  the  roads  are  dreadfuL 

At  laft  we  reaph  the  celebrated  point,  {q 
much  extolled  by  travellers,  and  the  celebrity 
of  which  has  been  greatly  in(;reafed  by  Mr. 
JeffeHbn's  N^ep^thfc  pointwhere  the  Potow* 
mackt  on  receiving  the  Shenandoah,  ieems 
to  have  broken  through  the  BIqc  Ridge,  to 

P  3  open 
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Gpea  for  its  waters  a  paflage  acn^  tbis  grand 
obflaclc,  hr  which  nature  intended  to  dv 
(trod  its  conrfe.     The  view  is  beautiful  and 
majeiric.      The   Shenandoah    Iwceps   in   a 
fboth-cafl  diredion  along  the  Blue  NIocn- 
taicSy  asd  feems  deftined  thus  to  proleng  its 
rapid  cccrfe  all  along  this  ridge,  wb^n  rhe 
Potcwmack,  whidi  flows  feooth  zr^i  it!I 
frccn  wcfl  to  eaft,  encounters  it  at  a  right 
ingle,  and  increann^  the  in-ipcnis  and  ni- 
pidity  of  the  Shenandoah,  arrells  the  Baturzl 
dirc&ioa  of  the  latter,  and  carries  it  alacg 
acrois  thde  hich  mountains,  which  iccm  to 
open  for  the  folc  purpofc  of  letting  ihem 
pals.     The  fcene  is  grand  ;  it  celcrv  es  to  be 
viewed,  and  :s  worthv  of  the  admiraticn  cf 
travellers   who   delight  in  the   magriificTnt 
operations  of  nature.     But,  however  I  wns 
p!eafed  with  the  %ht,  it  did  not  excite  in  me 
thofc  emotions  of  cntbufiafm  \^  hich  I  ext^ecJ- 
cd,  which  I  have  feverai  times  experienced 
in  the  courft  t?f  mv  life,  and  which  lall:  vear 
affedcd  me  fo*  ftrongly  at  the  view  cf  the 
falls    of   Niagara.      The  flight    impreffion 
made  upon   my   mind   by   the   fuddea   en- 
counter of  the  Potowmack  and  Shenandoah. 
•  and 


*     •     \ 
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aiKi  hy^eif  paflage. through  the  jPlw^-Ridggs,^ 
is  It  to  be  afcribed  to  the  idc;a  l,Mj3  preccsQ;?^ 
cciyp^y , and  to  the.  hijgh .  e^q^edUttons  ^niied 
la^my^oikid  by  t|;ie  .acQou^s  I.Jhad  hear^^ 

and  read  on  (biS'.  ^ii^jefl  ?    .Bu(  I  arrived 

.  .    *  ■  ^      *•'  *  .  ,i 

laft  jiisar  with  iunikr,  nay  ftrqi^c^,  precon- 
c$^ioiif  at.  the  Aupendous  catar^^.  of  N^-*, 
gara«  jaqd  piy .  ailpnifhmQnt  apcf  admifratiofi^; 
wcrp  hot  diminiihed ;  on.tbc,epptfarY,  tbcy. 
grew  flxongcr  and  ftrpnger  every,  fl^ppcjtjjt,, 
wt^Ue  I  was  contemplating  thi&  wonder  ojf 
nature,  which .  engaged,  as  it   were,  every, 
power  of  my  foul ;  and  the  emq^jons  it  ex-r 
cited  are  dill  prefent  to  my  mind.     Is  the 
want  of  enfhufiaftic  feeling,  perhaps,  owing 
to  my  a6^ual  difpofition,  which  renders  me 
lefs  lufceptible  of  the  charms  of  enchant- 
ment?    This   may,  be;  my  foul  has  iince 
lafl  year  undoubtedly  fuflained  feme  lofs  ii) 

•  -  • 

this  refped ;  yet  I  am  not  become  abfolutely 
cold  and  inienfible  to  the  beauties  of  nature ; 
and  I  indulge  in  a  belief,  that  I  fhall  not 
Aand  unfupported  m  my  opinion  on  this 
grand  and  beautiful  fcene,  which  I  have 
viewed;  with  admiration   and   delight,   but 

P  4  which 


I 


218  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

bome*maDufa£lories9  which  is  rarely  the  cafe 
in  any  other  part  of  Virginia.  The  richeft 
counties  in  this  plain  are  thofe  of  Shenan* 
doah,  Frederick,  and  Berkley^  efpecially  the 
latter.  Pigs  are  bred  here  in  great  numbers ; 
they  run  now  and  then  into  the  woods^  as 
they  do  in  other  parts  of  Virginia,  but  they 
return  home  almoft  every  day,  and  arc  ■  fed 
there>  A  coniidcrable  trade  in  fait  pork  is 
carried  on  in  this  valley.  The  population 
of  Berkley-County  amounts  nearly  to  twenty- 
tliree  thoufand  inhabitants,  three  thoufand  of 
whom  are  flaves.  In  this  county,  near  the 
Potowmack,  is  (ituated  the  mod  frequented 
medicinal  fpring  in  the  United  States.  Al- 
though it  pofielTes  lefs  powerful  qualities 
than  the  fprings  in  the  county  of  Augufta, 
and  is  lefs  hot ;  yet  the  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  vicinity  to  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces, ;which  are  the  moft  populous,  the 
neighbourhood  of  fome  fmall.  towns,  tole- 
rably inhabited,  and  the  great. variety  of  ac- 
commbdations  which  the  village  that  fur- 
founds  tbe  fpring  offers  to  the  guefls,  induce 
the  majority  of  patients  to  prefer  it  to  the 

GENERAL 
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.GEfilBRAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  VIlU 

/      •  •  .-  U         GINIA.-.:-    ■     .  -:\::,j-r.';V 

.    .   -i  V.'  •  ^-^i-  r-  •    ■       • .  ....  ,. 

On  crofBng  thc.ftjtav.mack  wo  <»t^  the 
ilateaf  Marylilacl.  But;before  Li^d.ftjtft 
£Eur/5we][  tdrlVkgioiaf  l<;ailnoC  fbrbcftrrmttkiog 
{otnc  geoera!  6bferv;at$0as  pa'ilhis  &9]te^  whioh 

23  fo  highly  mtercfluigroa;BC0dutitioi^4t^^(lt 
extent^.'  ftb^  great  nuiilbor  of  MproiettatiyeB 
It  lends  HioriGongrefs,  jdfe^influcoQfe  tyrfaysh  jt 
is  fupp6red>to  have  over :  the  Uqi^)!!  *iR '^O- 
neral^  and  over  the  ibothern  Stares,  in .  ^ar« 
ticular;  and^  lafUy,  on.  account  o£  th«  difivuv 
ence  of  opuiion  eutcrtaiiied  by  iU  partk^ns 
and  foes.  .•::-      /  ».  "..h^. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Virginia,  per- 
haps more  than  for  any  other  ftate  .of  .the 
Union.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  good^  aiid 
extremely  varied ;  the  climate,  no  doubt^  is 
rather  hot  in  fummer  ;  the  heat,  however^  . 
is  hilt  little  troublefbme^  for  the  inhabitants 
are  eafily  accuflomed  to.it ;  on  approaching 
or  pafiing  the  mountains  it  becomes  more 
moderate,  and  tolerable^  even  in  the  midfl 
of  fummer :.  vegetation  19  Wonderfully  power- 
ful 
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ful  in  Virginia,  and  the  climate  favours  the 
culture  of  almoft  all  known  productions. 
Virginia*  it  is  true,  has  no  port  on  the  At- 
lantic ;  but  ihe  pofTefles  a  multiplicity  of 
harbours  on  her  numerous  and  beautiful 
rivers, 'the  navigation  of  which  admits  of 
iailing  tip  very  high  to  receive  the  produce 
of  remote  diftri6:s ;  and,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  the  iituation  of  North-Carolina  is 
fuch,  that  the  overplus  of  the  produce  in 
grain  of  that  extenfive  State  muft  in  a  great 
meaiure  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  mer* 
chants  of  Virginia.  The  want  of  fea-ports^ 
which  is  not  attended  with  any  inconveni^ 
cnce  for  Virginia,  is^  on  the  other  hand^ 
produftive  of  the  great  advantage  of  being 
lecure  in  time  of  war  from  the  infixlts  of  the 
enemy,  who,  in  order  to  burn  its  towns  or 
plunder  the  country,  would  be  obliged  cither 
to  land  in  another  State,  or  to  venture  into 
the  Chefapeak.  Theic  immenfe  advantages 
are  incontrovertibly  poflciled  by  Virginia, 
whofe  lower  parts,  although  unheakhful,  yet 
are  not  more  fo  than  thoie  of  Maryland,  of 
iltttUI  diftriCIs  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  the 
Hi'tf  ;4i«w-York,  and  are  certainly  more 

ialubrious 
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Iklubrious  than  the  lower  parts  of  the  two 
Carolmas  and  Georgia.  Virginia  alfo  enjoys 
the  great  additional  advantage  of  Being  al- 
moft  entirely  free  from  all  dangerous  ani* 
mals*  The  rattle-fnake  is  uncommon  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  a  great  many  inhabitants 
who  Jive  in  the  woods  never  heard  it  men- 
tioned. Let  us  now  confider,  whether  Vir- 
ginia  has  improved  thefc  great  advantages 
by  her  conftitution,  laws,  and  civil  relations  j 
what  is  her  real  ftrength,  her  ftrength  in  re- 
lation to  the  other  ftatcs,  and  what  are  her 
relburces. 

The  conftitution  x)f  Virginia  was  formed 
the  firft  of  any  of  the  United  States;  it  is 
likewifc  the  moft  imperfc61.  Reprefenta- 
tion,  the  firft  bafis  of  every  democratical 
conftitution,  is  unequal  in  this  ftate.  Each 
county  fends  two  reprefentatives  to  the  le- 
giflature  :  but  thefe  counties  vary  in  point  of 
population  ib  very  much,  that  feme  furnifli 
only  one  company  of  militia,  while  others 
raife  four  battalions.  Thus  the  proportional 
difference  of  rcprefentation  between  the 
counties  is  as  one  to  fixteen.  The  organiza- 
iioftbfof  the  fenate  is,  in  this  point  of  view, 

equally 


SOS  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

equally  defciiive.  la  regard  to  the  eleftion 
cf  fenators  the  State  is  divided  into  twelve 
diilriifts,  which  are  compolcd  of  aii  unequal 
number  of  counties.  Ten  of  thcfe  diftrifls 
lie  between  the  fea  and  the  Blue-^Ridge,  and 
two  only  arc  fituated  beyond  the  mountains. 
In  this  latter  part  of  the  State  the  populatioa 
19  not  fo  great  as  in  that  which  is  called  Old 
Virginia :  but  it  will  loon  become  equal  to 
it,  becaule  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old 
Settlements  emigrate  either  into  the  weAeru 
diftrids,  or  beyond  the  mountains-;  at  pre- 
ient  even,  it  is  more  than  half  that  of  the 
other.  There  is,  theii,  a  ilriking  inequality 
likewife  in  the  repreientatJon  of  the  fenate, 
which  is  not  compoled,  like  that  of  the  fe- 
nate of  the  Union,  and  of  Ibme  other  States, 
of  elements  different  from  thofs  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives.  The  governor  is  a  mere 
ihadow  of  authority,  he  has  not  the  power 
qf  performing  any  a£t  but  by  the  advice  of 
his  executive  council,  compofed  of  eight 
pcrfoao,  two  only  of  whom  go  out  every 
,  accocding  to  the  choice  of  the  legtfla- 
,  Thyfr-llie  pofiibiJity  that  many  of  the 
Ul  hciM  ilicir  feats  in  the  council 
for 
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for  life  gives  them  confiderablc  influence,  and 
adds  a  total  want  of  authority  to  the  impof- 
fibility  of  a<5ling  in  which  the  governor  is 
placed  by  the  conftitution. 

This  conftitution  is  alfo  objcfted  to  on  the 
ground  of  its  not  being  the  work  of  a  con- 
vention appointed  ad  hoc^  but  having  been 
made  by  the  legiflature  which  exifted  under 
•the  Englifli  dominion^  and  which,  after  hav- 
ing (hakcn  oflFthe  Britifli  yoke,  modelled  the 
conftitution,   without    having   been   eledled 
and  aflembled   for  that  purpofe,   as  in   the 
other  ftatcs.     This  reproach  might  have  had 
fome  foundation,  although  the  circumftances 
in  which  the  legiflature  was  placed  at  that 
time  reduce  it  almofl:  to  nothing ;  but  at  this 
time  it  is  altogether  unfair,  becaufe  the  con- 
ftitution, made  by  an  afTcmbly  whether  com- 
petent or  otherwife,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
whole  ftate,  and  followed  thefe  twenty  years 
paft  without  the  leaft  objection.     Whatever, 
therefore,  may  be  its  advantages  or  incon- 
veniences, its  origin  fliould  not  be   now  a 
matter  of  reproach.     Such  as  it  is,  it  meets 
with  much  cenfure    in   the    ftate  ;  and.  the 
number  of  thofe  who  loudly  demand  an  al- 
teration, 
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teration,  although  from  different  motives,  is 
very  confiderable.  The  law  which  places 
lailded  property  out  of  the  reach  of  creditors 
in  the  recovery  of  debts  would  be  immoral 
in  any  country,  and  under  any  government 
whatever.  In  countries  where  ariftocracy 
forms  the  leading  principle  of  government, 
and  it  is  intended  to  have  a  rich  nobility  and 
a  fucceffion  of  opulent  families,  that  prin- 
ciple is  fupported  by  fiduciary  fubilitution. 
For  family  eftates  being  there  confidered  as 
permanent  property,  it  is  held,  that  the  title 
of  their  prefent  occupiers  is  confined  to  a 
mere  ufufrudl.  This  law,  unjufl  as  it  is 
under  ariflocratic  governments  as  any-where 
elfe,  is  there  at  lead  a  politic  meafure,  in  the 
fenle  which  under  this  fort  of  government 
is  attached  to  that  term,  and  is  moreo\'er 
confined  to  the. property  of  fome  families. 
But  in  a  country  where  democracy  forms 
the  bafis  of  government,  and  whofe  confti- 
-tution  is  preceded  by  a  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man,  this  law,  deftitute  even  of  a 
pretext,  is  expoled  in  all  the  difgraceful 
nakednefs  of  its  native  immorality.  The 
Jaw  which  goes  fo .  (Irong  againft  gambling 
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is  undoubtedly  very  moral  and  good :  but  fb 
hr  from  being  duly '  enforced^  it  is  publicly 
violated  every  day ;  gaming  being  no-where 
more  pradifed,  or  produdive  of  greater  difr 
orders,  than  in  Virginia.  It  would,  tjiere-* 
fore,  be  much  better  for  the  flate  were 
gambling  authorized  by  law  ;  &)r  of  all  dif* 
orders,  that  of  a  public  contismpt  of  the  laws 
is  the  moft  deftrudlive  to  a  civilized  flate. 
Another  great  diforder  in  the  ftate  of  Vir- 
ginia is  the  habitual  want  of  pundtuality  iu 
the  payment  of  debts;  for,  independently  <jf 
the  immorality  of  this  part  of  the  public 
manners,  this  bad  habit,  which  enriches  not 
even  thofe  who  do  not  pay,  deprives  the 
public  wealth  of  many  relburces,  and  injures 
all  forts  of  improvements.  The  refources  of 
chicanery  afford  in  Virginia,  as  they  do 
every- where  elfe,  a  ftrong  fupport  to  this 
difpofition  of  the  Virginian  people;  fmce  the 
definitive^  fentence  of  payment  in  regard  to 
the  cleared  and  rtioft  incontrovertible  debt 
may  be  retarded  full  five  years. 

As  to  trade  and  commerce,  Virginia,  al- 
though very  advantageoufly  fituatecj  for  the 
moft   extenfive  commercial  operations,  yet 

Vol.  III.  Q^  carries 
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carries  on  but  a  very  inconfiderable  trade*. 
The  merchants  are  neither  poflfeffed  of  the 
feme  capitals,  nor  enjoy  the  fame  credit^  as 
in  the  other  trading  dates  of  North  America. 
So  far  are  they  from  fupplying  with  pro- 
vifions  the  back  parts  of  the  flate>  that  the 
latter  draw  them  dircAly  from  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia* 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Virginia  amounted  in  the 
year  179^  to  3,131,863  dollars;  in  1792  ta 
8,542,823;  in  1793  to  2,987,097;  in  1794 
to  3,320,636;  and  in  1795  to  3,490,043 
dollars. 

The  population  of  Virginia  fhould  fccm 
very  confiderable,  if  we  reflcft  that  this'ftate 
fends  twenty-one  members  to  the  Gongrefs- 
of  the  Union,  and  that  the  population  of 
each  ftate  fhould  regulate  the  number  of  its 
reprefentatives  at  that  general  council.  But 
this  population,  which  by  the  cenfus  of  1791 

,  amounts  to  fcven  hundred  and  forty-feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  pcrfons,  com- 
prizes two  hundred  and  nincty-feven  thou- 

,  fand   fix  hundred   and  twenty-feven  flaves. 
The  area  of  the  Itate  contains  Icventy  thou- 
fand 
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f^nd  Iquare  miles;  this  makes  per  (quare 
orile  about,  ten  two  thirds  of  inhabitants, 
three  (evenths  of  whom  ate  negro  (laves. 
The  population  of  the  whites,  which  is  un^ 
doubtedly  tncreaied  by  reprodu£iion,  gains 
nothing  by  migration  i  for  no  Virginian  wiU 
deny,  that  the  ftate  is  lofing  every  year  more 
by  the  emigration  of  its  inhabitants  than  it 
obtains  emigrants  from  other  ftates ;  fo  that 
this  population,  if  well  counted,  is,  perhaps^ 
inferior  to  that  of  any  other  ftate  of  the 
Union.  In  a  great  part  of  Virginia  the  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  the  ufe  of  flaves,  render 
that  clafs  of  men  idle  and  averfe  to  labour, 
who  in  the  other  ftates,  under  different  cir^ 
cumfhinces,  are  ipurred  on  to  induftry  and 
aftivity  by  indigence  and  want.  We  find, 
accordingly,  that  a  leis  quantity  of  land  is 
cultivated  here,  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
and  population  of  the  country,  than  in  other 
ftates,  and  that  but  very  few  branches  of  in- 
duftry  have  gained  ground  in  Virginia,  al- 
though the  country  is  fitted  for  all  thofe 
which  have  been  eftablifhed  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  ftate  fo 
eiitirely  deftitute  of  all  means  of  public  edu- 

Qj2  cation 
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as  Vkginia;  and  it  maj  be  hulj  iak}, 
that  the  oolj  college  ihc  poStScs  is  the  mc^ 
hnpcrfeSt  in  point  of  infbru^ion^  and  the 
wor&  managed  of  any  of  the  Unkxu  On  a 
candid  confideration  of  theie  circamfiaiices^ 
it  is  impoj^Ie  to  praife  with  anj  degree  of 

0 

jafticc  the  power  of  the  flate  of  Virginia. 

The  power  of  a  flate  is  the  refolt  of  its 
real  ftrength :  Virginia,  as  has  alrcadj  been 
obierved,  is  uodoobtedly  invited  hf  nature-  to 
become  the  mofl  powerful,  or  one  of  the 
moft  powerful,  of  the  Union.  But  in  order 
to  attain  this  end,  bad  laws  mufl  be  fuper* 
ieded  by  good  ones ;  the  manners  muft  be 
corrected,  induftry  encouraged,  and  the  boun- 
ties of  nature  turned  to  advantage.  Theie 
are  the  refources  of  Vir2:iriia,  which  futuritv 
will  call  forth.  As  Vir^nia  contains  ibme 
men  of  public  Ipirit  and  exteniive  informa- 
tion, occupied  with  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try and  defirous  of  efFectuating  it,  and  as  the 
legiflature  itfelf  feems  to  pay  much  attention 
to  this  point,  the  time  of  imprcvemeat  may 
be  near ;  but  it  is  not  vet  come,  and  mv 
obfervatiocs  merelv  apply  to  the  prelcnt  ftatc 


of  things. 
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Virginia  influences  at  this  moment  the 
pplitical  opinion  of  Georgia  and  North- 
Carolina  ;  the  fimilar  manner  in  which  thefe 
three  ftates  vote  at  the  congrefs  at  leaft 
warrants  this  opinion.  But  Georgia  is  a 
feeble  ftate^  from  her  pofition  as  well  as  po- 
pulation ;  and,  were  fhe  even  more  confider« 
able  under  thefe.  points  of  view  than  fhe 
actually  is,  yet  the  flate  of  difbrder  which 
prevails  there  would  reduce  her  flrength  to 
nothing.  North-Carolina  is  not  in  the  fame 
flate  of  difbrder^  but  poflefTes  no  flrength. 
Men  of  talents  are  more  fcarce  there  than 
in  any  of  the  other  flates ;  and  if  fhe  fhould 
obtain  any,  fhe  would  probably  be  tired  of 
the  ftate  of  dependence  wherein  fhe  is  kept 
by  her  incapacity. 

Virginia  does  not  rely  on  South- Carolina, 
which  may  coincide  with  her  in  point  of  po- 
litical opinion,  yet  defires  to  have  an  opinion 
of  her  own,  and  fcorns  to  acknowledge  the 
fuperiority  or  influence  of  another  flate. 

She  ranks  among  her  friends  the  flate  of 
Kentucky,  which  was  difmembered  from 
Virginia,  and  TeneiKe,  whofe  interefts  per- 
fe£l!y  concur  with  hers.     She  fancies  alfb, 

Qj  fhe 
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Ihc  may  rely  on  a  part  of  Pennfylvania.  But 
all  thefe  calculations  are  more  than  doubtful  j^ 
and  were  they  founded,  they  have  no  per- 
manent grounds  :  they  may  be  ufeful  to  carry 
a  motion  in  Congrefs ;  but  they  do  not  in- 
creafe  the  real  ftrcngth  of  Virginia,  nor  the 
refburces  of  a  political  body  a£^ing,  or  defir- 
ing  to  aft,  independently  of  the  Union. 

The  reproach  frequently  preferred  againifV 
Virginia,  that  (he  deiigns  to  induce  the 
Southern  States  to  withdraw  from  the  Union, 
is  certainly  unfounded.  ^Not  one  of  the  other 
ftatcs  is,  perhaps,  more  attached  to  the  fe- 
deral government,  than  Virginia.  The  Vir* 
ginians  are  unanimous  in  this  opinion,  and 
even  reproach  the  Northern  States  with  an 
intention  of  operating  this  divifion;  yet  they 
hope,  that  Pennlylvania,  or  at  leaft  that  part 
which  is  fituated  on  the  left  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  would  aflift  them  in  defeating  any 
attempt,  in  Congrefs,  to  bring  on  fuch  a  rup- 
ture. 

The  Virginians  generally  enjoy  a  cha- 
rafter  for  hofpitaHty,  which  they  truly  de- 
iervc  ;  they  are  tbnd  of  company  j  their  hofl 
pttllitj  is  iinctrc,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  the 

reafoH 
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ceaibn  of  their  i^nding  more  than  they 
fliQuId  do ;  £or,  m  genera^  the j  are  not  richt 
eipecially  in  clear  income.  You  find,  there- 
fore,  very  frequently  a  table  well  ferved,  and 
covered  with  jdate,  in  a  room  where  half 
the  windows  have  been  broken  for  ten  years 
pafty  and  will  probably  remain  fo  ten  years 
longer.  But  few  houles  are  in  a  tolerable 
fbtte  of  repair,  and  no  part  of  thfeir  buildings 
is  better  kept  than  the  ftahles,  becauie  the 
Virginians  are  fond  of  races,  hunting,  in 
ihort,  of  all  pleafures  and  amufements  which 
render  it  necefiary  to  take  peculiar  care  of 
horfes,  as  they  are  the  £dhion  of  the  day. 

The  Virginians  are  good  hufbands,  and 
g;ood  fathers;  but,  from  a  love  of  diffipationt 
they  keep  lefs  at  home  than  the  inhabitants' 
of  many  other  dates.  I  have  heard  ladies 
reproach  them  with  being  fubjcft  to  jea* 
louiy.  This  may  be  the  cafe :  in  every 
country  under  the  fun  diflipated  hufbands 
are  jealous.  The  women  arc  amiable,  and 
enjoy  the  reputation  of  fulfilling  their  duty 
with  the  fame  exa^lnefs  as  in  other  parts  of 
America,  where  the  hufbands  pafs  more 
time   with   their   wives.      They  are   more 

Q4  fprightly 
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fprightly  and  agreeable  than  in  the  Eaftera- 
States,  but  not  io  much  fo  as  in  South-Caro- 
lina; nor  are  they  .fo  pretty. as  in  Philadel- 
phia. I  have,  however,  feen  Virginian  ladies 
who  are  inferior  to  none  in  perfonal  charms 
arid  graceful  manners. 

Virginia  has,  fincc  the  revolution,  produced 
more  men  of  diftinguiflied  talents  than,  per- 
haps, any  other  ftate  of  the  Union.  Fond  as 
the  inhabitants  are  of  diffipation,  a  tafte  for 
reading  is  more  prevalent  among  the  gentle- 
men of  the  firft  clafs  than  in  any  other  part 
of  America ;  but  the  common  people  are, 
perhaps,  more  ignorant  than  elfewhere.  Dur-. 
ing  the  war  of  the  revolution,. the  Virginian 
troops  were  equally  diftinguifhed  for  their 
valour  and  love  of  liberty ;  and  the  latter 
fentiment  is  yet  tremblingly  alive  among  all 
claffes  of  the.  people.  The  contraft  it  forms 
with  the  maintenance  of  flavery  is  truly 
llriking;  and  fpeeches  on  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence found  rather  ftrangely  from  the 
lips  of  mafters  of  flaves.  The  Virginians 
are  moft  of  them  aware  of  the  inconveni- 
ences refulting  from  flavery,  even  with  re- 
fpeft  to  their  own  interefts ;  but  the  means 

of 
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of  abolifhing  it  are  liable  to  numberlefs  dif- 
ficulties in  a  country  where  the  number  of 
ilaves  is  (b  confiderable  as  in  Virginia.  Yet* 
on  the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
there  are  means^  the  execution  of  which,  if 
undertaken  with  unanimity  and  fpirit,  would 
be  lefs  dangerous  than  many  Virginians  feem 
to  apprehend.  I  fhall  fpeak  more  fully  on 
this  fubjed  after  my  vifit  to  Maryland.  Xhe 
Virginians  sire,  in  general,  good  mafters  i  the 
ientiments  of<  philanthropy,  which  have  not 
yet  gained  fufficient  ground  in  Virgjinii^  to 
prepare  the  emancipation  of  ilaves*  hay# 
however  had  influence  enough  to  caufe  thern 
to  be  better  treated  and  fed.  It  is  generally 
felt  in  Virginia,  tha(  abfolute  flavery  cannot 
continue  long;  men  of  fenfe,  at  leaft,  are 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Let 
us  indulge  in  the  hope,  that  this  conviction 
will  infenfibly  lead  to  forae  generous  refolu- 
tion,  which  will  prove  as  beneficial  to  the 
maflcrs  as  the  ilaves. 

MINER ALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  depth  of  the  layer  of  fand  prevents 
any  flone  from  being  perceived  in  the  vici- 
nity 
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nity  of  Norfolk,  yet  at  a  fliort  diftance  JFrom 
that  place  quarries  are  found  and  worked* 
The  fiones  employed  in  building  are  quartz, 
feldipar,  and  fteatites.  On  the  fea-fhore  the 
ground  confifts  of  a  fine  fand,  dry  and  light, 
but  is  in  feveral  inilances  pierced  by  rocks 
erf*  granite.  In  DifmalSwamp  the  fame  frag- 
ments of  trees  are  found  buried  and  preferved 
under  the  vegetable  earth,  in  diflferent  de- 
grees of  depth,  as  in  the  plains  which  rife  in 
the  form  of  a  terrace  near  the  bed  of  the 
fiver  Connefticut.  Thefe  fragments  are  ftill 
in<M^e  abundant  there :  when  dug  out  of  the 
ground  they  are  alfo  in  a  foft  ftate,  but  grow 
hard  when  expofed  to  the  air.  From  the 
mouth  of  James-River,  as  far  as  the  Blue 
Mountains,  the  fame  minerals  are  found  as 
in  the  reft  of  America,  Near  Chefapeak- 
Bay  you  meet  with  irregular  mafles  of  gra- 
nite, which  farther  on  are  replaced  by  re- 
gular layers  of  quartz,  feldfpars,  fchoerl,  and 
an  argillaceous  fhiftus.  This  fucceffion  of 
minerals  is  found  two  or  three  times  in  the 
tradl  of  country  which  is  wafhed  by  James- 
RivtT.  Near  York  and  Williamfburg  you 
find  large  beds  of  oyftcr* (hells,  four  or  five 

feet 
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feet  in  depth,  which  ibmetimes  appear  above 
the  furface  of  the  ground ;  you  alio  fee  ftones 
compofed  of  conglomerations  of  granite,  and 
which  feem  to  be  a  fpecies  of  imperfeA  pud* 
ding-ftone.  The  ftones  wa(hed  by  the  ra* 
pids  of  James-River  at  Richmond  are  a 
jpecies  of  granite.  On  making  an  excava* 
tion  at  Roquet te^  large  quantities  of  copperas- 
ftone,  enveloped  in  a  bluifh  and  very  tender 
earthy  were  found.  Thefe  ftones  contaia 
much  copper ;  they  are  alio  iaid  to  include  a 
tolerable  quantity  of  iilver,  but  the  prefence 
of  this  metal  has  not  yet  been  afcertained  by 
any  proper  experiment^  and  much  lefs  its 
proportion. 

At  Dover,  where  the  coal-mines  which 
We  vifited  are  fituated,  the  foil  confifts  chiefly 
of  a  fand-ftone,  interfperfed  with  fragments 
of  granite,  which  when  broken  preferve  the 
original  texture  of  the  ftone.  It  is  in  theKc 
layers  that  the  coal  is  found  in  immediate 
conta6i  with  ftone  of  a  fandy  or  argillaceous 
compofition,  and  with  a  blue  clay.  That 
part  of  the  country  which  contains  the  coal* 
mines  is  about  ten  miles  in  breadth,  but  its 
length    is    not   yet   afcertained;    it   crolFcs 

James- 
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James-River,  The  ftrata  of  coal  arc  in  ge- 
neral thicker  at  the  extremities  and  where 
they  lie  neareft  to  the  furface  of  the  ground ; 
their  diredion,  which  is  from  weft  to  eaft, 
forms  with  the  horizon  a  very  obtufe  angle. 
As  foon  as  you  leave  this  diftrift,  you  meet 
again  with  granite,  which  now  lies  in  layers, 
is  interfperfed  with  mica,  and  feems  in  fe- 
veral  inftances  to  be  a  real  cryftallization. 
The  foil  is  a  hard  clay.  Some  miles  from 
Milton,  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountains, 
there  is  a  vein  of  lime-ftone,  formed  like 
fhiftus,  and  placed  between  layers  of  perfeft 
flate.  When  calcined,  it  yields  excellent 
lime.  This  vein  runs  in  a  fouth-weft  direc- 
tion as  far  as  the  river  Roanoke  in  North- 
Carolina,  that  is,  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  and  upwards  of  fixty  miles  towards 
the  north-eaft.  It  is  in  no  inftances  more 
than  ten  iect  thick,  and  frequently  lefs.  In 
all  the  furrounding  fields  are  found  large 
Jjetached  mafles  of  white  quartz,  refting  on 
byers  of  blue  ihiftus ;  and  likewife  ftrata  of 
a  greenifti  grey  colour.  Mafles  of  granite 
are  likewife  very  common  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  South  Mountains.     There  is  alfo  to  be 

found 
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found  a  grey  undulated  rock>  which  ealiljr 
feparates  into  iheets,  that  contain  a  confider* 
able  quantity  of  magneiia.  The  (oil  which 
covers  this  fmall  chain  of  mountains  (Baft, 
Green,  and  South  Mountains)  is  of  a  red* 
dilh  .  colour,  and  extremely  fruitful.  fie<» 
tween  this  ridge  and'  the  Blue  Mountains  th0 
ground  contains  much  ochre,  and  fulphureous 
muiidick  is  found  there  in  great  quantities. 
The  valley  between  the  Blue  and  North 
Mountains  abounds  with  layers  of  lime-> 
flone,  feveral  of  which  form  an  angle  witl^ 
the  horizon.  Near  Keyffel-Town,  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Staunton,  they  drop  nearly 
perpendicularly,  and  arc  generally  covered 
with  a  reddifh  earth,  and  (bmetimes  with 
granite  of  a  yellow  colour.  Lime-ftone  is 
alfb  found  near  Winchefter ;  but  further  oh 
it  foon  difappears,  and  is  replaced  by  a 
fhiftous  and  quartzous  flate.  Granite  is  only 
feen  in  a  few  detached  malFes  on  the  road 
from  Winchefter  to  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  in 
progreffive  fucceflion  we  meet  with  layers 
of  yellow  fliift,  which  eafily  feparates  into 
thin  iheets,  and  is  interfperfed  with  brilliant 
particles,  refemblihg  mica,  of  a  yellow  flate 

and 
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and  of  lime-ftocie.  The  rocks  in  the  Blue 
Mountains  oonfift  near  Harper  s  Ferrj,  as 
diejr  do  throughout  this  whole  chain,  i^ieflj 
of  granite  ;  but  we  alio  meet  with  frec^-jffaxie 
and  feldipar.  Near  Frederick^Town,  lime* 
ftone  is  again  icen  ;  but  free-fione,  ihifi,  and 
a  ipecies  of  micaceous  (and  in  the  road  to 
'EIBc^^ s^MUl^  are  alfo  found.  The  rocks 
which  bound  in  this  {^cc  the  river  Patsffcm 
are  calcareous  ftoces. 

TREES. 

Among  the .  numberieis  ^lecies  of  trees 
which  grow  in  Virginia,  are  diftinguiflied  the 
filver-lcaved  maple,  the  afh-leaved  maple, 
the  climbing  trumpet  flower,  the  catalpa 
tree,  the  Carolinian  allipice,  the  iudas  tree, 
the  Virginian  mefpilus  (of  which  I  have 
icen  iome  twcntv-five  i^^t  in  height)  ;  cornel 
trees  of  dificrent  ibrts;  the  pertimon,  the 
nickar  tree,  the  triancanthus,  walnut,  va- 
rious ipecies  of  cedars,  fweet  bav,  beniamin 
tree,  and  another  laurel  of  which  I  do  not 
know  the  name;  the  ma{4c- leaved  liquid- 
camfaar,    the  evergreen  laureUleaved    rolip 

tree. 
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Citey  the  fwamp  pine»  and  many  others ;  the 
black  and  Carolina  poplar,  various  fpecies  of 
oakp  the  fmooth  iumach,  pieudo- acada, 
fringe-tree^  &c.:  but  jnany  of  them,  the 
tulip  tree  for  inftance,  do  not  attain  the  faoie 
height  in  Virginia  as  in  South^CaroIina  and 
Georgia.  Although  Virginia  does  not  pro- 
4loce  ibme  trees,  which  grow  only  under  a 
higher  degree  of  latitude,  yet  it  contains  in 
my  opinion  a  greater  variety  of  fpecies  than 
any  other  flate.  There  is  alfb  a  great  mut 
tiplicity  of  plants^  but  they  are  le&  fragrant 
than  in  South- Carolina. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Virginian  legiflature  applies  itfelf 
with  peculiar  care  to  the  improvement  of 
inland  navigation.  Several  canals  are  either 
made,  commenced,  or  projected,  in  places 
where  the  river  navigation  is  intercepted  by 
rapids;  but,  as  in  the  reft  of  the  United 
States,  art  is  not  fufficiently  attended  cq  iu 
their  conftrudion.  Works  of  this  kind  are 
carried  on  without  previoufly  confideriag 
the  beft  means  of  completing  them ;  whence 

it 
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it  is  that  they  are  often  more  imperfeft,  and 
always  more  expenfive,  than  they  otherwife 
might  be.  ,        ' 

.  The  roads  are  in  general  good  throughout 
this  ftate  ;  and  although  the  inns  are  fome* 
times  bad,  yet  upon  the  whole  they  arc 
better  than  in  the  other  ftates.  Thofe  in  the 
back  country,  where  I  have  travelled,  are 
preferable  to  the  inns  in  many  of  the  moll 
inhabited  parts  of  New-England. 

JOURNEY  TO  FREDERICK-TOWN- 

A  boat  takes  up  the  travellers  in  Virginia, 
and  lands  them  in  Maryland.  The  Potow- 
mack  forms  the  limit  of  the  two  ftates. 
You  crofs  it  twenty  toifes  from  its  confluence 
with  the  Shenandoah,  and  on  crofiing  over 
you  enjoy  this  grand  fpertacle  as  w^ell  as 
from  any  other  point.  The  mountains 
through  which  the  Potowmack  paffes  lofe  in 
Maryland  the  name  of  the  Bluc-Rids^e,  and 
aflumc  that  of  the  South  jMountains.  The 
narrow  road  which  leads  to  Baltimore,  and 
which  for  four  or  five  miles  is  an  uninter- 
rupted feries  of  folid  or  Shifting  ftones,  runs 

along 
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-along  the  bafis  of  •thofe  mountains^  and  the 
Poto^mack,  the  bed  of  wliich  is  not  grown 
wider  from  having  received  the  Shenandoah. 
It  flows  amidft  fragments  of  rocks^  which 
render  its  courfe  uneven  and  noify.  Six 
miles  farther  on  you  leave  the  Potowmack 
to  afcend  the  Coofoojky  Mountains^  a  chain  of 
fmall  extent^  from  which  the  view  of  the 
Blue-Ridge,  of  the  North  Mountains,  and 
the  preceding  fmall  heights,  a  part  of  which 
is  cultivated,  efpecially  in  Maryland,  and 
laftly  of  the  Potowmack,  which  you  fee  a 
mile  beyond  the  Blue-Ridge,  forms  a  grand 
and  delightful  profpe£i. 

The  South  Mountains  feparate  the  coun- 
ties of  Wafliington  and  Frederick.  On  pur- 
fuing  the  road  which  I  travelled,  you  only 
touch  Wafliington-County,  one  of  the  moft 
healthy  and  fruitful  parts  of  Maryland,  It 
furniihes  all  fpecies  of  grain  for  the  export 
trade  of  Baltimore,  and  alfo  wrought-iron : 
it  abounds  with  iron  mines.  The  population 
of  the  county  amounts  to  about  fifteen  thou- 
fand  fouls,  eighteen  hundred  of  whom  are 
negro  (laves,.  Weft  of  Wafhington-County 
is  that  of  Alleghany,  the  laft  of  the  ftates  of 
Maryland  in  this  dircftion. 

Vol.  III.  R  The 
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The  fettlement  of  the  country  between 
Harper's  Ferry  and  the  Coofoolky  Moun- 
tains is  juft  beginning.  You  meet  with  a 
few  fmall  habitations,  moft  of  which  have 
been  built  within  thefe  three  years ;  they  are 
mifcrable  log-houfes,  with  about  twenty 
acres  of  cleared  ground.  The  new  fcttlers 
arrive  moftly  from  the  environs  of  Lancafter, 
and  the  county  of  Dauphin  in  Pennfylvania ; 
many  come  alfo  from  the  lower  parts  of 
Maryland,  and  fbme  from  Ireland.  Thefe 
families  appear  to  be  an  a6livc  and  induC- 
trious  kind  of  people.     In  this  part  of  the 

m 

country  land  fetches  from  eight  to  ten  dol- 
lars the  acre,  and  vet  It  is  not  better  than 
en  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  Virginia, 
where  it  is  fold  for  four  or  five,  and  where 
the  habitations  are  verv  fcarce  :  vet  the  dif- 
eafe  of>  the  grain,  called  uuile^  is  here  un- 
known. The  Potowmack  forms  on  the 
north  l:de  the  limit  of  this  Icoursrc,  as  the 
Blue  Mountains  do  on  the  eafl.  No  Hef- 
lian  flies  are  Icen  here,  and  the  rot  occurs  but 
verv  IclJom. 

The  harvclt  is  this  year  very  plentiruU  as 
in  fadt  it  is  in  all   other  parts ;  and   thole 

farmers 
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hrmcrs,  in  Maryland  who  do  not  fpeculate  lo 
grain,  rejoice  at  the  fall  of  its  price.  But 
many  others,  who  have  plunged  into  ipecu* 
lations  of  this  nature,  will  fuilain  confider- 
able  lofles  from  this  fudden  falK  May  this 
diikftrous  experience  render  them  more  cau- 
tious and  prudent  for  the  future  !  A  fptii^t 
of  commercial  {peculation  in  a  farmer  is  the 
ruin  of  agriculture ;  his  means  are  fiu-  in* 
ferior  in  extent  to  thofe  of  a  merchant  in 
town,  who  makes  up  the  lofs  of  one  {pecu- 
lation by  the  fuccefs  of  another.  But  the 
farmei'  who  lofes  the  value  of  his  commodi- 
ties, or  is  badly  paid  for  them,  contra6b 
debts,  cultivates  his  laud  with  lefs  care,  is 
obliged  to  fell  his  cattle,  his  crops  are  lefs 
plentiful,  and  the  whole  of  fociety  thus 
ihares  his  lofs;  for  the  profperity  of  culti- 
vators is  more  intimately  connedcd  with  the 
general  welfare  than  that  of  any  other  in- 
duflrious  clafs  of  the  people. 

The  Coofoofky  Mountains  are  tolerably 
cultivated  ;  fome  of  them  are  fo  up  to  their 
very  fummits.  Farther  on  in  the  country 
habitations  increafe  in  number,  culture  ex- 
pands, and  the  corn-fields  grow  larger :  land 
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fetches  in  thefe  mountains  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  dollars  the  acre,  and  this  price  con-* 
tinues  much  the  fame  until  we  reach  the  en- 
virons of  Frederick-Town.  Meadows  are 
there  more  frequent,  and  the  abundance  of 
water  enables  the  farmers  to  water  their 
grafs-Iands,  which  is  executed  by  fome  of 
them  with  a  confiderable  (hare  of  (kill.  The 
water  is  conducted  through  wooden  pipes, 
which  communicating  from  one  height  to 
another,  frequently  diftant  feveral  hundred 
toitcs,  traverlc  the  fmall  dale  which  leparates 
them*  Timothv  grais  and  red  clover  form 
the  artificial  meadows  of  the  country.  White 
cUwcr  grows  naturally  pretty  thick  and  fine. 
Culture  increafcs^  the  land  grows  better, 
and  the  meadows  au^^ment  in  number,  in  the 
vicinitv  of  Frederick-Town*  Land  is  fold 
there  tl>r  from  twentA'-l:ve  to  thirrr  ddlars 
the  acrt^,  and  ^rnUs-laiid  fv>r  nitv. 

FRKPKRICK  TOWN.  THE  CAPITAL  OF 
FRKDERICR-OOUNTY . 

%  braicK  c*'  the  n\er  Mma-vfA,  i$  vcn-  until 

*     *  "    *  baUt« 
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built.  The  greater  number  of  boufes  are 
ftone  buildings;  the  town-ha]l^  poor-houict' 
and  court-boufe,  are  very  fine  flrudures« 
The  population  of  Frederick-Town  amount^ 
to  about  two  thpyfand  fbul^  a  fourth  €^ 
whom  are  negroes*  It  carries  on  a  confider* 
able  trade  with  the  back  country,  which  it 
fuppiies  with  merchandize  drawn  from  BslU 
timore,  and  tranfmits  to  the  latter,  place  m 
return  the  produce  of  the  back  country, 
which  is  rich,  fruitful^  and  thickly  fettled  ^ 
in  general^  induflry  is  beyond  comparifbiii 
more  a6live  there  than  in  Virgtniap  .^ 

,  A  glafs  manufa^ry  had  been  eftabliihed 
fome  miles  froip  Frederick^Town.  Bvit|i 
whether  through  the  mi(condu£t  or  the  miir 
fortunes  of  the  proprietors,  who  came  frongi 
Bremen  in  Germany,  from  want  of  money^ 
or  perhaps  from  a  coincidence  of  all  thefb 
caufes^  this  manufadure  has  fhared  the  fato^ 
of  almoft  all  firft  edabliihments  of  this  na- 
ture, and  is  fo  near  its  deftrudion,  that  the 
latter  may  be  confidered  as  complete.  The 
raw  materials,  I  have  been  affu red,  are  in 
great  abundance  near  the  (pot  where  it  is 
fi^Ui^ted.     If  this  be  adually  the  cafe,  it  will 

fl3  be 
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be  relieved  cither  by  the  prefent  managers  or 
others^  which  is  immaterial  in  a  public  point 
of  view  ;  but  it  is  of  great  importance  for  the 
country  to  poffefs  a  glafs-manufadory,  that 
may  IclTen  the  quantity  of  this  fort  of  im- 
ports from  England,  which  their  fragility 
renders  fb  profitable  to  the  vender,  and  fb 
indifpcnfibly  neceflary  to  the  buyer.  Mary- 
land abounds  in  iron,  and  iron  works  are 
very  numerous  throughout  the  ftate,  which 
carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  wrought* 
iron.  Many  of  them  are  eftablifhed  in  the 
environs  of  Frederick-Town. 

Frederick-County  contains  about  thirty- 
one  thoufand  inhabitants,  four  thoufand  of 
whom  are  negroes.  Since  1791,  the  year 
when  the  cenfus  was  taken,  the  population 
of  Frederick-County  has  been  confiderably 
^  increafed  by  the  emigration  of  families  from 
other  parts.  The  land  is,  in  general,  good, 
and  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  Indian 
com,  .in  confiderable  'quantities  for  the  ex- 
port trade  of  Baltimore,  and  alfo  fome  hemp 
and  flax.  Much  flour  is  likewife  fent  to 
Baltimore  out  of  the  county,  where  the  num- 
ber of   mills    is  very   confiderable.      The 

country 
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country  between  Frederick-Town  and  Bal- 
timore confifb  of  a  continual  fucceffibn  of 
fmail  hills,  and  the  road  is  very  feldom  even 
for  a  mile  together.    Although  the  country 
be  upon  the  whole  tolerably  fettled,    yet 
there  are  many  parts  which  are  but  thinly; 
inhabited,  and  thefe  are  even  more  exteniive 
than  the  refL    The  nature  of  the  Wood  id-  • 
dicate|  a  fruitful  foil.   Tobacco  was  formerly 
f:ultivated  in  great  quantities ;  but-  this  {pcci€t . 
of  culture,  which  has  as  much  decreafed  in : 
Maryland  as  in  all  the  other  Southern  States^  - 
is  here  almofl  reduced  to  nothing.    It  has 
been  fuperfeded  every- where  by  the  culture ' 
of  wheat,  although  the  latter  labours  here 
under  the  fame  imperfe£lions  as  in  other- 
places*     They  plough  two  or  three  inches, 
deep :  the  fields  are  but  feldom  manured  ; 
and  what  little  dung  they  gather  is  allotted 
to  the  grafs  land.     From  this  carelefs  con«» 
du£l  in  regard  to  the  prefervation  and  aug* 
mentation  pf  manure,  it  fhould  fepm  th^t 
they  are  not  fcpfibl?  of  its  vahip. 
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POPLAR-SPRING. 


-  On  the  12tb  of  July  I  fpcnt  the  hotteft 
part  of  the  day  at  Poplar-Spring.  Although 
tfeis  part  of  the  coUntry  has  been  long 
lettledi  yet  thi^  number  of  new  coloiiifts  far 
e)cceeds  that  of  the  ancient  inhabicants»  The 
price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from 
tcin  to  twelve  dollars  the  acre*  The  procefs 
of  clearing  is  much  the  fame  there  as  in  all 
the  other  parts  of  America.  Indian  corn  is 
fown  the  firft  year,  then  follows  wheat,  fre- 
quently from  fix  to  fevcn  years  without  in- 
terruption, or  as  long  as  the  foil  will  bear 
ahy;  afterwards  it  lies  fallow  until  another 
part  of  the  ground,  which  in  the  mean  time 
has  been  cleared,  is  alfb  cxhaufted  in  its 
turn.  As  it  demands  more  labour  and  care 
to  convert  woodland  into  meadows,  much 
ground  is  left  uncleared,  which  would  make 
excellent  grafs-land.  Its  turn  will  doubtlefe 
come,  for  the  country  is  in  an  improving 
ftate  ;  but  fo  much  land  is  yet  covered  with 
wood,  that  many  years  will  elapfe  before  a 
fkilful  and  exteiifive  ftate  of  cultivation  can 
be  eftablifhed. 

The 
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The   ground    is    throughout   the    whdc 
country  tilled  with  horfes^  which  coft  from 
one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and- 
forty  dollars*.    The  cows  are  fine,  and  worth 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars.     Wheal 
is  cut  with  the  fickle,  hut  oats  and  rye  with 
the>fcythe  }  labourers  are  eafily  procured,  ami 
paid  at~  the  rate  of  one  dollar  a  day  durin^f 
the  harvcfl;   at  other   times   they  recitivs 
three  fhiUings  a.day  (money  of  Marylaiid, 
which  is.bf  :the  fame,  value  as  that  of  Pcm<»' 
fylvania),  or  eight  dollars  a  month.     Cattfe 
fattened  either  in   the  fine  meadows   near 
Frederick*«Town,  or  in  other  lefs*rich  pa£«. 
tures,  are  fent  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia; 
The  inhabitants  buy  flour  of  the  waggonert^ 
who  convey  it  to  Baltimore,  and  pay  nearly 
the  lame  price  as  in  this  town.    It  fetches  at 
this  time  eight  dollars  per  barrel ;  but  in  the 
courfe  of  lafl  January  it  was  fold  for  fourteen; 
During  my  flay  at  the  inn  I  heard  feveral 
farmers  exprefs  their  fatisfa£lion  at  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  grain,  on  account  of  its  being 
likely  to  occafion  failures  among  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore.     "  Thefe  people,"  faid 
they,  "have  gained  from  us  all  they  could, 

and 
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and  carried  it  to  France ;  and  now  they  carry 
both  our  money  and  that  of  France  to  Eng- 
land :  if  they  fail,  it  is  what  they  deferve.** 

Thfey  who   doubt  the  difpofirion  of  the 
American  people  in  favour  of  France,  if  npt 
wedded  to  their  erroneous  opinions,  have  but 
to  travel  among  the   country  people,  and 
they  will  find  them  full  of  miflruft,  ani- 
moiity,    and  hatred   againft  England,   and 
wcU-difpofed  in  favour  of  the  French  nation. 
They  will  find  the  death  of  Louis.  XVL  and 
the  crimes  which  fucceeded  it,  as  much  de^ 
tefted  as  they  are  in  England ;  but  they  will 
.alfo  meet  Vith  as  many  zealous  partizans  of 
the  caufe  of  France,  and  of  that  of  true  li- 
berty, as  perfons  to  converfe  with  on  thefc 
topics :  to  cherifh  and  commiferate  Fayette 
feems  a  fort  of  religious  duty  in  this  country. 
They  will  alfo  find,  that  the  Prefident  is  uni- 
verfally  ref|)c6ted,   and  that  nobody   is  in- 
clined to  impute  to  him  the  injurious  ftipu- 
lation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  is 
generally  difliked.     Let  me  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  I  wifli  to  be  underftood  as  allud- 
ing  to  fuch  people  only  as  from   principle, 
and  a  fcnfe  of  their  own  intereft,  difdain  all 

connedion 
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connefiion  with  England,  and  who  may  be 
juftly  called  the  true  and  real  American 
people.  I  have  divefted  myfclf  to  fuch  a 
degree  of  national  prejudices  and  ptecon- 
ceived  perfbnal  opinions  on  this  fubjefV,  that 
I  am  fure  my  obfervations  on  this  head  are 
founded  in  truth.  They  who  arc  deter* 
mined  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion  may  yet 
aflert,  that  my  prejudices  have  deceived  me 
in  fpite  of  myfclf,  or  that  the  country  people 
are  a  fet  of  ignorant,  f^upid,  and  deluded 
perfbnSy  and  that  the  faculties  of  fair  and 
candid  difcufHon  are  concentrated  in  the 
cities.  To  aflertions  fo  ftrange  and  illiberal 
I  fliall  not  reply;  for  why  fhould  I  argue 
with  thofe  who  are  determined  not  to  change 
their  opinion  ? 

ELLICOrS-MILL. 

From  Poplar-Spring  a  road  has  been  cut 
within  a  few  years,  which  abridges  by  fome 
miles  the  road  to  Baltimore.  It  is  bad,  and 
being  quite  new  it  pafTes  but  by  very  few 
habitations :  about  fifteen  miles  from  Balti* 
more    you    perceive  the  manfion  of  Mr. 

Carhl^ 
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*  -  . 

Carrol  J  ajxmt  a  .mile  diflaut  from  the  road«^ 
From  th?  multiplicity  of  buildings  united 
in  bis  fettleqienti  it  has  rather  the  appear- 
ance of  a  village,  than  of  the  habitation  of 
a  private  gientleman*  Mr.  Carrol  has  united 
feveral  eftjtblifhments  on  this  fpot ;  he  pof-« 
{fflks  an  jexte;Afiye  farm^^  and  a  great  number 
Ojf  pegroes,  but  not  haying  been  in  his  plan-* 
tatibn,  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  detailed  ac-> 
count  of  it. 

•  EUicotVMill  is  a  fmall  village,  the  prin* 
cipal  eftabiiihnjent  of  which  \i  a  Jarge,  grift- 
mil^  belonging  to  ]V][r.  JBUicot^  aixd  named 
a^ter:bim, .  This  mill  has  fix  pair  of  milk 
flones,  and  is  conftru£led  as  well  as  any  of 
the  mills  of  Brandy  wine,  of  which  it  pof^ 
leffes  all  the  perfeftions,  The  fjtuation  of 
this  place,  encircled  by  mountains,  is  truly 
romantic.  The  water  is  clear,  the  rocks  are 
high  and  majeftic  ;  and  I  could  have  wifhed 
to  enjoy  one  day  longer  this  view,  which, 
being  rather  gloomy,  was  well  adapted  ta 
my  prcfent  frame  of  mind ;  but  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  forced  me  to  proceed  to  a.  more 
tepiperate  part  of  the  country. 

:\  j(haU  relate  h?re,  with  all  humility,  what 

happened 
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happened  to  me  with  thtee  Freiiiehmeii  of 
the  Wefi^India  Iflands,  whom  I  fbiiod  at  thft 
inti^  and  one  of  whom  1  tinderftood  afVer«> 
wardft  was  Mr.  Thomas/kte  French  Conriil 
at  Baltimore^  and  another  his  phyfician^  who* 
attended  him  to  the  Berkley  waters.  Al- 
though I  addrelTed  them  in  our  native 
fpeecby  they  conceived^  from  my  modeft 
way  of  travelling,  fo  mean  an  opinion  of 
me,  that  they  reiblved  to  deep  all  three 
rather  in  a  room  which  contained  only  two 
beds,  than  to  fufFer  ^*  a  pdor  Jewi  tf  fi  mnat 
an  appearance*^  to  repofe  in  the  fame  roooti 
with  one  of  them.  This  declaration,  which 
was  not  made  with  the  intention  that  I 
ihould  bear  it,  was  overheard  by  me  in  a 
corner  of  the  garden,  where  I  was  fmoking 
my  fegar^  As  the  obfervation  concerned 
%nly  my  outward  appearance,  I  did  not  think 
myfelf  bound  to  take  it  up.  I  flipped  ajone^ 
and  laid  down  on  the  floor  on  a  mattrefil, 
which  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  had  placed 
in  the  fccond  room,  where  the  coachman 
of  thefe  gehtlemen  had  taken  poffeflion  of  a 
good  bed.  I  laughed  on  looking  back  to 
the  time   when  the  haughty  Mr.  Thomas 

would 


SM  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

would  not  have  dreaded  my  company  quite 
ib  much ;  and  my  lleep  was  as  found  as  if  I 
Jhad  been  called  to  the  honbur  of  fleeping  in 
the  fame  room  with  Mr.  Thomas  himfelf* 

BALTIMORE. 

The  road  continues  as  mountainous,  diffi- 
cult, and  covered  with  fand  and  fragments 
of  rocks,  as  before,  until  four  or  five  miles 
from  Baltimore.  During  the  whole  of  this 
•journey  you  fee  neither  good  nor  numerous , 
habitations;  the  land  is  but  of  a  middling 
quality,  in  a  great  meafure  uncultivated,  and 
the  reft  in  a  very  indifferent  ftate  of  im- 
provement. Four  or  five  miles  from  Balti- 
more the  ground  grows  even,  the  habitations 
become  more  numerous,  and  afTume  a  better 
appearance*  In  proportion  as  you  draw 
nearer  the  town,  the  dvvelling-houfes  be- 
fpeak  more  and  more  the  wealth  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  prolperity  of  its  com- 
merce. 

The  criminal  jurirpinidencc  of  Maryland 
has  not  yet  experienced  any  alteration  in  its 
ancient  fprm,  proceedings,  or  pradice.     The 

convi6ls 


KOETB  AMEBICA,  CANADA^  &C.    ^  2^5 

■ 

convi3s  work  at  the  roads,  loaded  with  irons. 
«-«What  little  work  they  perform  i&  badly 
done,  and^they  frequently  effcGt  their  efcape. 
This  fyftem  is  not  by  any  means  prodadive 
of  more  beneficial  refults  in  Maryland  than 
it  was  in  Pennfylvania,  where  it  has  betb 
abolifhed.  It  will  undoubtedly  undergo  a 
chapge. — But  at  what  time  ? — And  why  has^ 
it  not  been  yet  fupprefled  ? 

Baltimore  is,  after  Philadelphia  and  New- 
York,  the  moft  important  trading  port  in 
America  $  at  leaft,  it  difputes  this  rank  with 
Charleilown  and  Bofton.  Being  iituated 
nearer  to  the  rivers  Youghiogeny  and  Mo- 
congahel,  which  empty  themfelves  into  the 
Qhio  by  Pittiburg  and  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more poffeffes  a  part  of  the  trade  of  the  back 
country  of  Pennfylvania,  fuppiies  moft  of 
the  (lores  which  furnifti  the  weftern  terri- 
tories with  merchandize,  and  receives  in  re- 
turn a  part  of  their  produce.  It  contains  at 
prefent  from  four  to. five  thoufand  houfes, 
and  has  been  almoft  entirely  built  fince  the 
peace  of  1763.  It  has  flili  more  rapidly  in- 
creafed  fince  1783,  and  efpecially  fince  the 
begiiming  of  the  prefent  war.  The  inn- 
keeper 
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.iiecper  at  Poplar- Spring  told  me,  that  in 
174Q,  when  he  landed  at  Baltimore  on  his 
arrival  from  Germanj,  the  whole  place  con--> 
filled  of  nine  miferable  log^ioufes,  and  now 
k  is  one  of  the  fineft  towns  on  the  Conti^ 
nenty  as  it  contains  no  c^  hou(es,  and  mc^ 
of  the  preient  have  been  conilrudled  of  late 
years  ;  thcj  are  all  built  on  good  pr inciples, 
and  moftlj  of  bricks.  The  numerous 
churches  of  all  reli^ous  per(uafions»  as  well 
as  the  public  buildings,  are  conftruded  in  a 
.fimple  and  elegant  ftrle.  The  town,  which 
kicreaies  in  every  dircSion,  gains  in  extent, 
-particulaHj  on  the  bav,  where  fircets  are 
paved  and  formed  on  a  ground  wrcfted  from 
the  ibu  and  v^re  a  few  years  £nce  veflels 
were  afbat.  This  ibrt  of  work,  to  which 
the  infpedors  of  the  town  have  aitigned  cer- 
tain limits,  extends  dailv.  Ship$  of  burtbea 
cannot  proceed  higher  up  the  river  than 
FeiTs^Pcml,  at  which  place  they  load  and 
onload.  No  buiinefs,  however,  is  traniactcd 
at  Fcirs'-Pciji:  ;  everr  thic^  beine  done  at 
Baltimore^  which  is  leparated  from  it  bv  a 
fiat  and  open  Ipacc  of  grourid  aboist  a  m:!c 
in  extent.     The  merchants*  coiii:tin^4>afu^e> 
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Ind  ptiacipai  Vafehoufes  are  at  Baltimore  $ 
there  being  at  fiWi-Fohit  flhly  a  few  incon- 
fiderable  waftftttMifti)^  which  fome  bf'  the 
faekjianfe  bitd  fiit  'temporary  purpofes.  If 
the' trade  of  this  ctiy  contmuci  to  inc^caft  iti 
hitherto,  the  ipace  of  ground  lyitig  between 
Bftftiinore  and  F^UVt'oifit  will  be  co^rered 
with  buildingSt  atid  the  two  pl&ces  wiff  forM 
btit'  one  town.  At  prefent  new  houfes  are 
building  in  every  ftreet;  and  the  townfpread* 
every  day  towards  the  harbour,  and  blU  thcf 
Weft  fide  u|!>on  the  grounds  belonging  to  Cth* 
hhei  Howard^  the  value  of  which  from  this 
circumftance  in^reafcs  continustlly. 

The  lands  of  this  wealthy  proprietor  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  let  upon  buildingJeafcs, 
which  I  imagine  to  be  owing  to  fcarcity  of 
money  among  the  fpeculatofs  in  thefe  build- 
ings ;  for  otherwife  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he 
would  prefer  the  felling  of  the  grounds, 
which  would  enable  him  to  difpoie  of  his 
property  as  circumflances  and  his  own 
judgement  might  point  out.  He  never  fails 
to  fell  parcels  of  the  ground^  where  he  has  an 
opportunity!  and  feveral  of  them  having 

Vot.  III.  S  been 
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been  bought  and  fold  again^  have  made  the 
fortunes  of  two  or  three  ipeculators. 

Abopt  a  mile  from  the  town,  at  the  e:^- 
tremity  of  his  lands.  Colonel  Howard  has  a 
handfbme  houfe,  furrounded  with  lofty  and 
venerable  trees.  The  ground,  indeed,  is  a 
kind  of  park  formed  by  nature.  The  houfe 
is  delightfully  fituated  upon  an  eminence, 
commanding  a  view  of  the  city  and  the  bay 
as  far  as  the  Chefapeak,  and  on  the  right 
and  left  a  great  extent  of  highly-cultivated 
ground.  This  place  (which  is  called  J?^/- 
vedere)  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  Colqnel 
Howard,  who  is  univerfally  cfteemed  for  his 
courage  and  military  talents,  and  beloved  for 
his  private  virtues.  He  was  formerly  go- 
vernor of  the  ftate  of  Maryland.  He  mar- 
ried Mifs  CbeWf  daughter  of  my  valuable 
friend  Mr.  Chew,  of  Philadelphia,  whofe 
talents  and  accomplilhments  render  her  de- 
ferving  of  the  honour  of  belonging  to  that 
amiable  family. 

I  made  but  a  ihort  Aay  at  Baltimore ;  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  I  pafTed  at  Co- 
lonel Howard's,     I  had  not,  therefore,  fuf- 

ficient 
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fidcnt  Opportunity  to  gain  all  the  Informix 
tion  I  defired  refpeding  this  town  aiid' the 
State  of  Maryland ;  but  I  hope  to  procure 
it  in  niy  next  Journey. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

* 

f  I  .  *  - .  -  « 

Annapolis^  the  feat  of  the  governotent  of 
Maryland,  is  the  ufiial  residence  x^  tha  great 
officers  of  ilate ;  and^  the'  fupreme  court  o£ 
juftice  holding  its  fittings  there,  it  is.  the  rcr^ 
fidenceolfb  of  mod:  of  the  principal:lawycrs» 
The  firft  cla(s  of  inhabitants  at  Baltim6re  is, 
of  courfe,  chiefly  compofed  of 'merchants  ;^ 
more  foj  indeed,  than  at  Philadelphia.  Many 
mercantile  houfes  in  this  country  are  likely 
to  be  afFe£tcd  by  the  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions  in  Europe.  At  prefent,  however, 
they  keep  up  the  price  of  flour  at  ten  dol- 
lars ;  but  this  is  mere  {peculation,  as  there  is 
no  foreign  demand  for  it,  nor  would  there 
be  at  a  much  lower  price,  the  plenty  or  ap- 
parent, plenty  of  corn  is  fo  great  in  Europe. 

The  public  buildings  are  by  no  means 
magnificent.    They  are,  however,  tolerable* 

S2  The 
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The  tcnm  has  twclfc  churches  bdongiag  ta 
the  dmcrcat  feds. 

JOURNEY  TO  PEfiLADELPHIA* 

M J  hodc  beii^  lame,  I  rcfiiived  to  go  in 

the  flagc  to  Fhiladel^ua.    The  ftage  is  a 

miferafale  mode  of  umvcyauce  in  America; 

the  roods  being  vciy  roeg^  and  the  carriages 

in  a  wictcfaod  cooditiaD.    The  coaches  let 

oot  in  the  middk  of  the  n^^  and  no  time 

is  given  to  lecovcr  a  fittie  bjr  icpofe  6om  the 

terrible  fiate  into  which  cme  is  pnt  bf  the 

jokiiig.  ^  tte  carriage,  bj  too  many  paf* 

icngcrs  bea^  crcfwdcd  together^    and   the 

tranlK  and  parcels  which  are  thruft  into  the 

iniide  of  tbe&  vehicles  faroifing  ooe*s  l^s, 

that  have  not  room  to  be  ftrctched  ont  if  thefir 

fsackagcs  were  not  in  the  waj«    ;But  I  hid  no 

other  means  of  fvoceediDg  to  Phibidelphiav 

at  leaft  for  ibme  tioic;  and  I  contrived  to 

make  this  journey  ms  little  inocnncnient  as 

cooid  be  for  a  Aj^^coach,  by  goii^  in  diat 

which  carries  the  maii»  and  whicfa»  being 

^U&gcd  to  proceed  more  quickly,  takes  only 

fix 


ik  ptflbngen^  is  ptttnded  with  better  horfes, 
and  is>  in  all  reipeds^  better  coadudedl.  1 
hadrfcirtiihatei^t  oa  felldw-^traveljers  but  the 
family  of  Mr:.  JamtrlBmri,  a  merchaat  of 
Bakimore^  from  irhoih  I  fafld  received  manjr 
civilities  dudii^  my  ikbn  ikzy  ia  that  town  i 
and  aldiobgh  wr  wrre/feireBv  inftead  of  fix, 
I  had  no  reaibn  tocdinjihin.  But  it  is  not 
lOrA  flage  that  the -traTvdler  dh  purfue  hk^ 
enqiiiriiis ;  he  icarcelf  &et  an j  thing  of  the- 
ccnuittyi'ind  freqventfy  -  cannot  erven  learn 
tfaer  names  of  thcr  vilhrges -and  -creeks  he 
pafles;  As  I  hope  to  make  tbiS' joumey  on^ 
horfefaaekf  1  Aflill^  till  thoRy  pdlpone  the 
greater  port  of  what  i  hove  t^fejr  refpo^ng' 
this  road. 

At  Havre  dk  Orsufi^  we  crofied  the  Suf- 
quehanuah,  near  the  place  where  it  falls  into 
the  Che&pesJc.  Tbi  ^e^antrj,'  whicb  riies 
on  eadh  fide  of  the  m^r^  19  tkA  iU  cialtivated ; 
and  has  a  fufficieht  nucnber  of  dwellings  to 
^m'a  vtry  plev^g  pro(^A^  TheSul^ 
quehanriab  iif  this  'plaee  is  above  ji  ttiile  and 
a  iquarter  in  breadth.  'Three  or  fb&i-  fmall 
iflands^  both  above  and  below  the  iferry>  have 
a  good  eflu^fci;  md;  this  vliW,  althdugh  not 
V  S3  grand 
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grand,  is  one  of  the  moil  beautiftil  I  have 
fcen  in  America. 

The  Suiquehannah  cuts  Maryland  into 
two  parts ;  one  of  whidi  is  caUed  the  XP{/^ 
tern  Sbare^  and  the  other  the  Eajlem  Shore. 
The  latter  extends  along  the  Chefapeak,  to 
the  two  counties  of  Virginia  i  and  is  fepa- 
rated  from  Delaware-Bay  by  the  State  of 
Delaware.  We  palled  through  feveral  fmall 
and  neat  towns,  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Maryland ;  fiich  as  Charles^Tawfiy  E/Jk^Town^ 
ice.  After  which,  we  entered  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  crofled  the  towns  of  Cir^ 
ti^ia  und  WUmmgim ;  the  latter  of  which  is 
only  twen^  aiiles  hwd  Philadelphia. 

RESIDENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

We  ict  out  from  Baltimore  at  four  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning,  and  arrived  at  Phila* 
delphia  on  TueOay,  July  30th,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  having  ftopped  five  or  fix  hours 
at  Wilmington,  which  time  was  deftined  to 
fleep,  but  was  entirely  given  to  the  bugs 
and  fleas  that  fwarm  there* 

The  heat  of  this  fummer  being  by  no 

means 
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means  fb  intenfc  as  is  ufual  here,  I  was  not 
ib  much  incommoded  by  it  as  I  expe£led. 
Having  got  my  letters,  and  informed  myfelf 
of  the  ftate  of  Europe,  I  was  in  hafte  to  quit 
Philadelphia. 

The  price  of  flour  in  Philadelphia  has  not 
fallen  fo  much  as  might  be  expeded.  The 
merchants  keep  it  up^  twelve  dollars  i  but 
they  can  fell  only  to  bakers,  who  wanted 
mtmcy  or  foreiight  to  lay  in  a  ft6ck  or  pur- 
diafe/Jt  in  the  country.  The  warehoufes 
are  filled  with  this  article  ;  and  a  fall  in  thie 
price)  muft  be  haftened  by  the  great  plenty  of 
the  prefent  harveft;     - 

I  muft  not' omit  to  mention  a  very  ^reat 
natural- ci^riofity,  vthk  I  faw  on  my  journey 
to  Philadelphia*^-a  negro  of  Virginia,  whofe  - 
parents  were  both  negroes ;  and  who,  gra- 
dually changing  his  native  huc,^  became* 
white.  This  mdn  continued  black  till  he 
was  forty  years  of  age,  when  the  (kin  of  his 
fingers,  near  the  nails,  began:  at  firft  to  af- 
fume  a  lighter  colour,  and-  continued  to 
grow  lighter  and  lighter  till  it  was  pcrfe^Iy 
white.  ..  The!  procefs  was  the.fame  in  almofl 
aU  the  different  parts  of  his  body.     His  legs, 

S  4  thighs 


tti^bs,  2ncs,  aadhaodsy  are  wfaite^  with  the 
OECtpciaa  of^  a  few  Ipols  crf^  diociciit  hcs^ 
wittca  axe  bravn,  ibmc  ^  a  deeper  Hade 
than  Qihas^  bat  all  bciog  lighter  luwaiih 
the  cd^ts.  His  neck  and  (haoHcis  aic  of 
the  iame  compicxiQQ  as  the  ftm  of  people 
with  rsd  hak;  and  is  fieckkd  in  the  hmc 
ican3cr.  Straight  and  finoodi  hair  h  par* 
tiaHr  tabfiitcted  lor  his  natnral  wooL  On 
hb  breaft  there  remain  tnlts  of  the  wool; 
hot  they  £dl  odT  daity,  and  are  foocceded  hf 
fabck  or  grcT  hairs.  His  6ce  k  white  6om 
the  hair  to  the  loweft  crtiwnify  of  hn  fine- 
head;  his  node  is  Hack ^  die  leftof  hiiftoe 
n  kind  of  brawn^  dfrpcA  toward  the  nofir, 
and  gradoaBj  growing  l^ht  as  it  appronchcs 
the  white  part.  Hii  head,  afl  of  which  is 
bbck*  is  fiiU covered  with  wool;  cxo^at 
the  crown^  where  hair  has  di^danrd  the 
wooL  His  private  portSy  he  H^fs,  are  lc& 
advanced  in  this  progrefiiy  aintongh  tho 
change  is  began  in  thenu  By  his  own  ac^* 
county  a  ienfide  jjrugicfc  has  been  made  in 
diis  mctamorphcfis  of  his  perfbo  dnring  the 
time  he  has  been  travelling,  which  has  been 
fiirthe  hSt  three  months;  and  there  is  z» 

doubt 
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doubt  but  in  a  ihort  time  he  will  become 
etftirelj  whiteV  H<b  is,  atTprefeot^one  and 
forty  years  of  age. 

To  foftb  a  diftihd'idea  of  this  m^nior* 
phofis,  the  white  colour  of  the  (kin  is  not  to 
be  uoderiM^  to  refen^le  that  of  an  Albmi^ 
but  to  b«  the  r^  complexion  of  white  peo- 
pie*  <x'9  toipeak  more  particularly  iliH,  of 
white  pi90ple  witll  red  hair. 
-  There  is  Vlq^^zSh^  tQtiueijtion  the  extracr 
tion  of  (|i)$  .Bfogro.j^  b4  having  ierved  tl^ 
whole  of  laft  war  in  a  corps  of  pioneers,  and 
»  befides.wjeU' known -la  Yir^i^a,  where; he 
hat  genendly  refidedt  and  foroiihed  wijtb  cer- 

■  ft  . 

l&ficates  Aiflieieat  (o  fajtiyfy  perfi)n»  difpoinl 
to  queflbntho-  fad.  -1^  change  h$^  OQfc 
been  attended  with ' any  iick-nefs.  This  maa 
travels  about  the  country  to  (hew  himfelf  for 
iTKiney.  It  is  to  be.  obforyed,  that  there 
have  bceii  iev^ral  inftafici^s  in  Am.erica  of 
negroes,  cither  Mulattos  or  Indians,  chang- 
ing their  coloUr;  fbme  after  illnefs,  ^nd 
others  in  a  perfed  ftaCe  of  health  i  but  there 
is  no  inflance  of  the  change  being  as  com« 
plete  as  this. 


'1 
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SECOND  TOUR  TO  THE  NORTH. 

JOURNEY    FROM    PHILADEI^PHIA  TO 

NEW-YORK. 

xlAVING  determined  to  employ  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  in  a  fecond  journey  to 
the  North,  I  fct  out  in  a  ftage  from  Phila- 
delphia for  New- York;  I  was  defirous  of 
lofing  no  time  on  the  road,  and  the  heat  of 
the  weather  made  it  very  fatiguing  and  in- 
convenient to  travel  on  horfeback. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  of 
my  friends  during  a  ftay  of  twenty-^four 
hours  at  Trenton.  What  information  I  could 
procure  there  I  propofe  to  blend  with  the  re- 
ililt  of  the  enquiries  I  ihall  make  in  a  longer 
vifit  to  Jerfey-  What  I  coUefted  at  New- 
York,  during  the  (hort  time  I  ftaid  there, 
fhall  alfo  be  hereafter  noticed  ;  but  I  had  too' 
little  opportunity  to  make  my  account  as 
copious  and  perfed  as  I  could  wifh.  Letters 
from  Europe,  to  which  I  was  compelled  to 
pay  great  attention,  engaged  much  of  my 
time  I  and  not  without  reafbn.  The  fisitigue 
of  four  fucccflive  .months  employed  in  col- 

Icftin? 


le6ting  information  had,  I  conf^fs,  ihclihed 
me  to  take  my  eafei  with  which  tamper  I 
Was  unwilling  to  qnarreU  having  determined 
to  let  afide  feveral  weeks  before  my  depar« 
ture  from  America  to  acquire  a  competent 
knowledge  of  that  interefting  city.  I  leam* 
ed,  however,  that  ipeculations  in  corn  and 
flour 'have  greatly  AfatTged  the  kf{airs  of  fe-:* 
vieral  mercantile  hbiifes  at  Nqw-York';  that 
one^of  the  firft  hoiifes  has  failed  from  the 
iaihe  cauie^;  and  tliat  others  are  oh  the  eve 
of  foflowing  it. '  The  mierehant^  of  that 
city,  either  lefs  wealthy  or  lefs  adventurous 
than  thofe  of  Philadelphia,  have  lowered  the 
price  of  flbiir  to  ten'  dollars,  whi&h  is'  a  third 
lefs .  thin  U  was  &X  mootf^s  iincc ;  but  tvtn 
this  price  is  greatly  higher  than  it  ought  to 
be,  from  the  demand  for  American  flour  in 
Europe*  i 
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PASSAGE  FROM  NEW- YORK  TO  PRO. 

VIDENCE. 
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As  I  was  already  w^  iicquaipted  with  the 
Bofton  road  by  land,  I  embarked  on  board 
the  Ckmenttna^  one  of  the  pacquets  that  fail 

conftantly 


coafiantlj  to  ProvidcDCc.    Mr.  Gttilkmar^ 

whom  I'had  xx^ct  at  Trenton,  bad  lo&  fab 
wMj ;  and  having  joined  me  again  at  New** 

York,  be  took  his  pafiage  with  xne  in  the 

£une  pacquet. 

For  the  £rfi  eighteen  boors  the  wizvl  was 

Tery  favourable ;  but  then  fuddenlj  chai^ed^ 

mnd  being  in  cor  teeth,  aod  there   bdbg 

cyeiy  appearance  of  an  approaching  ihxrm, 

the  captain  jotted  k  priident  to  make  for  a 

fecnre  haiboor.     We  therefore  quitted  cor 

track,  and  hnded  at  Stmmwg^Tjntm,  where 

ve  remained  tbir^-fiz  boms. 

STCSNNIN&TO WN  ;  ITS  TRADE ;  JkGU. 

CULTURE  OF  THE  NEIGHBOUR- 
HOOD; AND  PRICES  OF  ITS  PRODUC- 
TIONS, 

Stonning-Town  is  a  fmaH  fca-port  of  Cmw 
neSicut*  It  ttk«  its  name  from  tbr  iirft 
praprjetor  of  tixt  baik  whidii  ibrm  the 
towufiup.  The  jautie^  Iwwpver,  is  corrupt- 
ed to  Snmes^TifWK^  which  ier.triF  to  be  na- 
mnl  CKn^v  tfar  «br  T5cks  prrfjefi  irrro  the 
ftracss  ia  twanr  ^pumer.  The  princind 
Ibedt  JK  ctaMKi  wihii  fveift  q^ifff  vrti  la* 

boar ; 


boar ; .  but  tbe .  re&  ^mre '  fo  «ncuitkb«rdl»  that 
it  is  with:difficulty,  and  not  without  diuiger; 
a  per fim  walks  along  tUcm^t-tiig^;  Thrt 
tijfwnfhip  isF  fiftceo;  miles  in  tengtlr/HiMd  eigki 
in  breadth;  The  town  contains  frdin  twelvtf 
to  thirtecin  fatindred^  ibdla.  Thetohd  is  chiefty 
employed  in  paftoii^e  I'bn  which  a  coOfider-i 
able  qiumtity  -  of  cattle  *  is  reared  f  but  tiM 
chief  produce  is  cheefe,  which  is  made  \n 
great'  abundance,  and-  is  in  great  itqueft 
throughout  America.  Four  hundred  tfaoif« 
land  poinds  of  cheefe  .  are  yearly  exported 
from  Stbrtiiing-Town  to  the  diflferent  pbrts  tof 
the  United  States ;  but  chiefly  to  Bofton,- 
KeWr  York,  Philadelphia,  ^and  Baltimote.* 
The  price  at  thefe  places  is  about  eight 
pence  balf-^penny  per  pound.  This  ^om^- 
merce  is  carried  oo  partly  by  veflels  that 
come  porpoiely  to  putcbafe  cheefe  at  Ston- 
ning-^TowD,  and  partly  by  fmall  (loops  be-^ 
longing  to  the  port  which  fail  ^etf  the  diffs^ 
rent  ports  of  tbe-  States,  a«  the  wiftd  kappetM 
to  ferve«  . .  :  . 

I  vifited  a  farflu  belongiiig  to  an  oH 
Quaker,  named  JoA^  Prtfl^^  where  froni 
fborfieeq.  to  fifteei^  tlioMfiMd  pMibds  44  dteeS 

are 
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are  made  annually.  This  ^rrner  keeps  from 
forty  to  fifty  cows.  The  .price  he  getsfrcmi 
the  mcfdiants  for  his  cfaeeier  is  aboat  five 
pence  half-penny  per  pound.  He  aUb  fat^ 
tens  from  twelve  to  fifteen  oxen  yearly; 
and  rai&s  rye,  oats,  Indian  com,  flax,  and 
potatoes;  and  might,  with  a  little  more 
knowledge  of  his  bufinefs,  confiderably  in- 
creafe  the  produce  of  his  farm.  His  cows 
and  oxen  wander  at  pleafure  over  the  land; 
which  although  manured  by  this  means,  does 
act.  receive  the  benefit  it  would  if  the  ma- 
iinre  were  diftributed  more  ikilfiiUy.  He 
mows  his  meadows  but  once  a  year;  and 
they  produce  about  forty  hundred  weight  of 
hay  per  acre. 

This  iyftcm  of  farming  is  general  here ; 
and  the  produce  is  nearly  the  fame  through* 
out.  Meadows  properly  manured,  and 
mowed  three  times,  yield  eighty  hundred 
weight  of  hay  per  acre.  John  Frifh  has  one 
hundred  acres  in  cultivation. 

The  land  in  the  townfhip  of  Stonning- 
Town  is  toleraUy  good;  it  yields  thirty 
bufhels  of  Indian  com  per  acre  ;  eighteen  of 
ryt  «r  oats ;  and  often  dotible  this  quantity 

when 
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wfaea  the  fields .  are  manured.  Upon  the 
whole,  little  wheat  is  produced  in  thb.  town? 
Ihip,  :or  the  adjoining  one  of  Conne^icut. 
Some  fields  are  fown  with  it  oi;  the  frp^tien^ 
and  land,  which  is  properly,  manured,  yields 
forty  buihels  p^r  ^Lcre.  Labourers  axe  ;eafi|j^ 
procured  lathe  neighbourhood  of  Sl;oi\Qipjg^ 
Town;  their  ordinary  wages  are.  three 
fpvrths  of  a,,.^llar  per,  day,  or  nine  dollars 
per  month,,  but  they  are.  as  much  agi^in  dprt;^, 
ipg  the  harveft.  .  _.,;. 

The  price  of  land  here,  is  from  ten  ta 
forty  dollars  per  acre.  It  has  not  rifeapf 
late  years,  in  the  fame  degree  as  in  manj^ 
other  parts  of  America.  .  Thirty- thre^^y^an^ 
ago  John  Friih  purchafed  his  land  at  thei  jatci 
of  iixteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  could  not 
now  get  more  than  thirty-tNvo  for  it. .  JVIaft 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Stonoing-Town,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the- reft  of  Coonej^icut,  and,  of 
Maffachufetts,  pofTefs  lands  ia  t^e  baqk.p^s, 
of  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New-iHainp- 
ihire,  which  they  purchafed  yery ;  cheap»:  aj)d 
where  they  eftablifh  their  children  ;{(8:thej^ 
grow  up,  unlefs  they  meet  with  an  ^B^i 

tuixity 
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ttinitj  of  fettling  them  more  advantageodly 
at  home. 

•  A  ft  w  veffels  belonging  to  Stonning-ToWri 
afe  employed  in  the  cod-filhery  on  thi  coaft 
of  Conncfticut  and  Rhode-Tfiand :  but  as 
this  fifh  appears;  in  abundance  only  in  the 
fj^ring,  jthe  fifhcry  here  forms  but  a  very  in- 
coniidcrable  branch  of  trade.  The  fiffi  are 
cnred  in  Stonning-Towni,  and  fold  at  the  rate 
of  five  dollars  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pounds.  A  imall  number  of  fhips  arer 
alfo  employed  in  the  fifhery  at  the  Great 
Bank ;  but  they  cure  their  fifh  at  Newfound- 
land^ and  frequently  carry  them  to  Bofton, 
or  other  ports.  Black-fifh,  bafs,  and  crab, 
being  in  great  abundance  on  this  coaft,  a 
confiderable  number  of  fmall  craft  is  en« 
gaged  in  that  fifhery.  The  fi(h  are  kept  in 
ponds  along  the  (hore,  and  are  generally 
carried  to  New- York.  At  Stonning-Town 
they  fell  for  two  pence  half-penny  per  potrnd. 
Forty  veflels  of  different  burthen,  but 
itaoftly  fmall,  belong  to  this  place,  which  are 
principally  employed  in  the  coafting-trade. 
Inftead  of  fifteen  (hips,  formerly  engaged  in 

the 
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the  fifhery,  at  prefeat  four  only  carry  on  that 
trade.  Some  fail  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  even 
to  Europe.      The  only   threc-roaftcd  (hip 
belonging  to  Stonning-Town  is  at  this- time 
in   France.      She  is   the   property  of  Mr* 
Smith,  who  keeps  a  ftore  in  thia  town,  and 
of  a  merchant  of  New- York;  who  owhs  half 
of  the  veffeL     The  ihips  which  trade  to  tlje 
Weft-Indies  carry  thither  the  produce  pf  the 
townfliip  and  the  cojj^itry  in  its-  vicinity, 
and   bring  comrtiqrily  irl  return  the  .com- 
modities of  the   iil^ods ;  which  are  after- 
wards conveyed    from   Stonning-Town  to 
New- York,  where  moft    of  the  (hips  tha(t 
fail  for  Europe  take  in  their  cargoes.     They 
proceed  chiefly  to  France,  whence  tKey  bring 
in  return  brandy  and  wine.     The  produce  of 
Stonning-Town,  like  that  of  the  whole  State 
of  Cotinefticut,  confifts  of  lalt  beef  antl  pork, 
pot  and  pearl  allies,  neat  cattle  and  flax-feed. 

As  the  port  of  Stonning-Town,  with 
refpe6l  to  the  cuftoms,  is  comprized  in  the 
diftrid  of  New-London,  its  exports,  are 
not  cxaftly  known. 

Although  Stonning-Town  is  fituated  in 
Connedicut,  yet   it  has  no  public   fcboolj?. 

Vol.  III.  T  that 
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diat  is  to  fiiVy  no  tax  is.  levied  in  the  town- 
fliip  appropriated  to  -the^iupport  of  firee* 
ichook.  But  as  this  townihip  pays  to  the 
fhite  a  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  for 
tbeie  ichools,  it  follows  that  the  expenceof 
(chooling  amounts  for  fucb  inhabitants  as 
fend  their  children  to  the  public  fchools  to 
a  fourth  only  of  what  they  would  have  to 
pay  without  that  general  tax.  Nine  pence  a 
week  is  paid  for  a  child. 

Every  peribn  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
converfing  with  in  Stonoing-Town  (peaks 
with  enthu(iafm  lof. the.  gallantry  dilplayed 
by  the  French  troops,  wbofe  valour  and  liic- 
cefs  have  gained   France  numerous  friends 
in   America.      The  atrocious  deeds,  at  the 
remembrance  of  which  pofterity  will  fland 
aghad,    are,    notwithftanding,    detefted   by 
them  :  but  you  meet  with  many  people  who 
either   forbear  mentioning  them  at  all,    or 
confidering  them  as  the  refults  of  a  tranfient 
phrenfv,  impute  their  guilt  chiefly  to  RobeC 
pierre,   whom  they  hold  in  execration,   and 
acquit  the  French  nation  at   lari:e.      Thev 
generally  conclude  by  laying — *'  But   how 
the  French  fight !  they  arc  lions!"      It    is 

elpecially 
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efpecially  among  country-people,  and  perfbns 
qf  the  fecond  rank,  I  hear  this  language; 
and  thefe  form. the  bulk  of  the  nation ;  who, 
as  i  have  already  frequently  obferved,  being 
lefs  influenced  by  political  views,  and  leis 
fwayed  by  the  ipirit  of  party,  than  the  higher 
clajQes  of  fbciety,  are  more  ftrenuoufly .  aU 
tached  to  France,  their  interefts  not  being 
interwoven  with  the  fucceiTes  of  Great 
Britain. 

•  ■      «  ■ 

NEWPORT. 

Impatience,  rather  than  a  favourable  change 
of  wind,  having  induiced  our  captain  to  fet 
fail  from  Stonning-Town,  we  arrived  at 
Newport  on  the  I5th  of  Auguft,  after  a  pat- 
fage  of  ten  hours.  We  (hould  have  had  as 
favourable  an  opp9rtunity  the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Guillemard  proceeded  to  Providence 
by  land. 

A  bar  of  rocks,  about  half  a  mile  in  ex- 
tent, lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  fmall  bay  at 
the  bottom  of  which  Stonning-Town  is 
fituated.  Great  care  is  therefore  required 
to  fleer  clear   of  it,     efpecially  in   ftormy 

T  2  weather ; 
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weather ;  Laving  cleared  it,  we  failed  in  the 
courfe  generally  purfucd  by  (hips  bound 
from  New-York  to  Newport.  Wc  paflfed 
between  the  fliore  and  Bhck- I/land^  an  ifland 
fkmou>,  like  Stonning-Town,  for  its  cheefe, 
yet  ftill  more  fb  for  its  fifliery,  and  the  hof- 

•  • 

bandry  of  its  inhabitants.  It  forms  a  part 
of  the  State  of  Rhode-Iflantf.  - 

The  Providence  packets  have  generally 
parcels  and  letters  for  New-port.  Wc  flop- 
ped there  from  nine  at  night  to  nine  in  the 
morning.  It  gave  me  plcafure  to  fee  once 
more,  not  this  dull  low  town,  but  its  environs, 
which  form  a  charming  landfcape,  and  are, 
as  well  as  the  whole  ifland,  one  of  the  moft 
healthy  parts  of  America.  Several  families 
of  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  come 
to  relide  here  every  year  to  avoid  the  dread- 
ful heat  and  infalubrity  of  their  own  country. 
Newport  alfo  unites  the  advantage  of  a  low 
price  for  all  the  neceilaries  of  life  with  that 
of  not  ottering  any  means,  nor  holding  out 
any  tci-nptntion,  for  expences  foreign  to  the 
neccifities  of  odltence. 

Tilt:  falubrity  of  the  town  of  Newport  is, 
Iho  doubt,  produced  by  the  keennefs  of  the 

air; 
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air;  yet  this  .often,  proves!  huitful  tq  the 
inhabitants  in  their  youth,  and  the  number 
of  young  people,  efpecially  girls,  who  die  of 
cooiplaints  in  the  lungs,  is  very  confiderable. 
It  is  a  circumftance  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  infcription  on  the  tomb-ftones  mention 
only  childhood,  youth,  or  old  a^e ;  the^ 
record  the  deaths  of  few  perfons  between 
twenty  and  fpvcnty  years  old,  but  a  con- 
fiderable number  beyond  the  latter  age. 

PROVIDENCE.  — STATE  OF  RHODE- 
ISLAND. 

V  .  .  .  .  , 

0 

The  religious  perfecutions  in  England  gave 
rife  to  the  different  colonies  which  by  their 
union  compofed  the  Hate  of  MafTachufetts. 
Religious  perfecution  in  Maflachufetts  gave 
birth  to  the  flate  of  Rhode-IUand. 

Roger  Williams,  a  miniftcr  of  the  gofpel 
at  Plymouth,,  w^s  firft  banished  thence  to 
Salem  on  accoynt  of  certain  opinions  which 
bis  brethren  of  Plymojuth  would  not  tolerate 
in  him.  x\lthough  much  beloved  by  the  in- 
habitants of  thisi  ne.w  place  ofjefidence,  yet, 
as  his  principles  did  pqt  accord  with  thofe, 

T  3  of 


A»  ■    /    . 


27S  TSAms  TnoucFft 

of  tfbe  idrartfa  ci  Boftoo,  the  inflDcixr  of 
die  Boftooian  nuniftcn  prevailed  agamft 
Ilim  creo  in  his  retreat. 

An^oDg  tbe  Taiiocs  aitides  of  his  doSiiiie 
wluch  tbe  IjDod  of  Bofioo  cocrfkScTed  ^ 
cnooeoos  and  dasgrroQF,  that  whidi,  aboTC 
afl  tbe  odbcrs,  ido&  violtiitly  dafbcd  midi 
the  m2  TITUS  and  ii3terefb  cf  the  fVood,  was 
his  dcclantioD  ^  that  pciiHhinciit  inffidod 
fxx  xcattcTS  of  ooolricisce  vrzs  pes  iecutioD.^ 

Tbe  innir^cs  cf  tbe  priefts  preTaiicd  oTcr 
tbe  attacbiseat  of  bis  feUow-iafaa^^tantSy 
amd  he  "sns  a  ieco^d  t^e  han^'T:rd.  Tlus 
nncDi  tDck  }:lsre  iia  j  f^Z'C  ;  and  be  retired  to 
the  ibcrbcn:  psrt  cf  :bc  itste  to  ave  airoc^ 
tbe  Nawa::£2Ja  ^rzres^  at  a  place  br  tbcm 
ca]!ed  Mc»fliswfci,  b-t  lo  wbkb  be  save 
tbe  arr^lliiicG  oi  Przr:iirzc:^  ii:  rntrral  ar- 

after  5J!  the  prrlfc^ti'On?  f?  wbicb  be  hid 
Ixec  txr^i^fe^d.  A  fe'sr  friend?  fb!l?wcd  btr:, 
aiii  tr-zTth-r  wl:h  b:-i;  f?cndrd  tbst  pirt  cf 
tbe  :tx:*  cf  Rho:?e-!!l2fKr  kncw:i  br  tbe  rjimc 

The  iiT.T  Of  a  fibular  cacte  gave  rt!^  to 
the  other  letrlesneats  of  Rjxxk^ICLrac.      A 
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Do£tbf  Coddingtorif  a  native  of  Laucafhtrc^ 
»nd  oiife  of  tte  firft  fettl^rs  in  the  colony  of 
Saleiti,  ^\yas,  in  l636^  catled:to  acbobnt  for 
his  religious  principles*  :The  accufation 
brought  againft  hirp  was  ol^ly  a»  pr^t^jj^t  to 
cloke  the  |ealoufy;.eatertained  of  hts  influ- 
ence  by  Governor  Winthrop  and  bthers : 
but  that  pretext  was  an  efFed;ua]  mean*  of  a?«- 
complifliing  their  ::view^;  and  Coddington, 
.  being  bawfhed  from  Bofton,  retired .  wkh ;  a 
few  fr^iepd^  to  the  iiland  called  by  the  Indians. 
Aquidneck«..and  fittce:rk!iovvn  by.  the^  q»rte 
of  Rhode-Ifland.  From  a  tribe  dependent 
on^  the'  Indians  of  Nawangara  he  purchafed 
this  ifle,  and  all  the -others  \Vhich,  with 
the  part  of  the  coutiqent  bounded  by  Con- 
nefticut,  now  form  the  Rhode-Ifland  Plan- 
tation. 

The  Quakers  and  Anabaptifts.who  were 
perfecuted  in  New-England,  flocked  to  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  raifed  the  colony  to  a  fl\)urifliing 
ftate,  notwithftanding  the  wars,  with  the 
Indians.  The  need  in  which  the  inhabitants 
flood  of  proteftion  infpired  them  with  a  wifli 
to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  of  New-- 
England :  but  the  latter  refufed  to  accede  to 

T4  the 
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the  prapoied  'union ;  and,  in  1 602,  Charles 
the  Second,  at  the  requcft  of  the  fonner, 
granted  them  a  charter  which  united  the 
tV9^  plantations  into  one  ilate,  and  conferred 
on  them  the  privileges  and  the  conAitution 
which  they,  like  the  ftate  of  Connecticut, 
have  ftill  prcfcrved  notwithflanding  the  re- 
volution. 

That  which  is  peculiar  to  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland  is  compofed  of  the  fame  ele- 
ments ajs  all  the  others.  The  legiflative- 
aflembly  condfts  of  an  upper  and  a  lower 
houfe.  The  former  is  compofed  of  the  go- 
v^nof  (who  is  prefident),  a  deputy-gover hor, 
and  ten  ailiftants,  who  are  chofen  by  annual 
dfrftion.  The  governor  pofTeffes  but  a 
finglc  vote  in  the  enaCtment  of  laws.  The 
treafurcr  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  are  alio 
annually  appointed.  —  The  lower  houfe 
confifts  of  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  differ- 
ent townftiips.  Newport  fends  fix  ;  Provi- 
dence, Portfmouth  on  the  ifland,  and 
Warwick,  each  four;  and  two  are  fent  by 
each  of  the  other  towns  in  the  ftate.  Thefe 
delegates  are  clefted  twice  in  the  year,  and 
thus  have  two  feflions. — ^The  judges  and  (he 

executive 
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executive  officers  are  cleded  once  a-year  by 
the  kgiQative  body,  who  alfo  nominate  the 
military  officers,  but  for  an  indefinite  term.-<- 
The  Judicial  power  in  this  little  (late  is  vefised* 
in  a  fupreme  court,  coniifting  of  five  judges, 
and  fitting  twice  in  the  year,  at  Providence 
and  Newport  alternately.  The  inferior 
courts  are  held  twice  a-year  in  each  county. 
The  fupreme  court  is  their  court  of  appeal. 

The  trade  of  Providence  employs  a 
hundred  and  forty- two  vefTels  belonging  to 
that  port ;  and  very  little  of  it  is  fhared  by 
foreign  fhips,  even  by  thofe  of  the  other  ftatcs. 
That  trade,  as  I  think  I  remarked  laft  year, 
confifls  in  the  exportation  of  oxen,  live  hogs, 
fait  pork,  butter  and  cheefe,  barley,  timber, 
onions,  rum,  whifkey,  gin,  fiax-feed,  wrought' 
iron,  and  the  commodities  imported  from  the 
Eafl  and  Weft  Indies.  The  greater  part  of 
the  cheefe^,  however,  is  confumed  in  the 
United  States,  to  which  the  port  of  Provi- 
dence alfb  fends  great  quantities  of  lime- 
ftone,  and  fbmc  iron.  All  the  native  articles 
above  enumerated  are  principally  derived' 
from  thofe  parts  of  Connefticut  and  Maffa- 

chufetts  which  lie  within    the  diftance  of 

twenty 
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twtoty  or  thirty  miles  &om  Rhode-Ifland. 
Tfcc  iron  is  fbrged  withipf  the  fiate^  at  thcJ 
ialls  of  Potoiky^  round  which  lies  a  V^y 
riek  miae;:.  iCanaons^ad:  anchors  are  there 
fabricated.  I  of  (the  latter  :0f  which  a;  pretty^ 
coufideraMb  number  are  exported  to  the 
Ittdies.     Tht!  Value  of  the  exports  from  Ptxy^ 

vidcoce,  wa«r^»  I790t  from  the  month  of 
JviftCt:;Qnqch)undred  and  thirteen  thoufand, 
tyvo  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  ^-a- in 
irJOU'  :^hree  hundred-'  and  feveniy-hinQ' 
thoufand,  four  hundred  and  thirty---in  1702, 
three  hundred  and  fixty-fcvcn  thoufand,  nine 
l\undred -and  nine — in.. 1793^  four  hundred 
and  thirty-Qtte  thoufend,  five  hundred  and 
eighteen — in  1 7Q'i>  fix  hundred  and  twenty* 
three  thouiand,' two  hundred  and  fixty*one 
— ill  17 Q5 J  on^  millioij  forty  ihoufand  and 
five — and,  for  the  firft  .fi_x  months  of  1790, 
four  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand,  nine . 
hundred  and  twenty. four. 

.  This  great  increafe  in  the  value  of  the  ex-> 
ports  is  not  here,  any  more  than  elfewhere, 
a  true  criterion  of  their  quantities ;  for, 
although  I  have  not  had  time  to  take  from 
the  cuilom-hou^e  bix>ks  an  abftrad  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ftrent  articles  year  by  year,  atid  to  com- 
pare  their  edimated  valueSi  I  know  that  the 
tonnage  of  the-  port  of  Proyidence  has  iiw 
creafed  only  in  a  very  fmall  proportion  5 
fmce  it  amounted  in  1 792  to  eleven  thoufattd 
two  hundred  tons>  and  does  not  at  prcfcnt 
exceed  fourteen  thoufand  five  hundred*  It 
is  true,  that,  during  the  laft  year,  the  (hip* 
ping  of  that  pCirt  fufFered  loffes  to  the  amount 
of  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  tons  by  (hip^ 
wreck,  captures,  &c. 

The  commerce  of  Providence  is  carried 
on  with  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  Denmark, 
the  north  of  Germany,  and  the  coafts  of 
Africa.  Some  of  her  veflels  trade  to  France ;. 
but  the  number  of  thefe  is  very  finalL  They 
ufually  carry  thither  tobacco  and  train^oil : 
during  the  two  laft  years  they  carried  rice, 
meal,  fait  beef,  raw  hides,  and  (hoes  for  the 
army. — Providence  and  Newport  carry  oa 
no  trade  with  England:  whatever  Britiflfc 
commodities  they  want;  they  purchafe  at 
New-York  and  Bofton. 

To  the  value  of  the  exports  from  ProvU. 
dence  may  be  added  about  eight  hundrcdi 
thoufand  dollars  inipecie  whichare  anaiiftUj^ 
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fent  out  for  the  trade  with  India  and  China ; 
fince  that  money  may  truly  be  called  the 
product,  inafmuch  as  it  is  the  fruit  of  the 
produce,  of  the  ftate. 

/-  The  laws  of  Rhode-Ifland  are  not  coU- 
letted  into  a  regular  code.  But  I  under- 
hand that  a  law  was  enacSed  fomc  years 
fince,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  negro 
fiaves  into  the  flate— declaring  free  all  fuch 
as  ihonld  be  brought  into  it  by  p^rfons  com- 
ing from  other  parts,  together  with  the 
children  who  might  thereafter  be  born,  as 
well  as  thofe  already  born,  when  they  (hould 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty  one  years^— r 
but  at  the  fame  time  confirmiog .  the  flayery 
of  fuch  negroes  as  were  (laves  at  the  time  of 
the  promulgation  of  the  lawt 

The  principles  on  which  are  grounded  the 
afleifment  and  levying  of  the  taxes  in  the 
ftatc'of  Rhode-^Ifland  arc  cflentially  the  fame 
as  they  were  at  the  period  of  the  fir  ft  fettle- 
ment  of  the  colony.  The  changes  which 
have  fince  been  introduced  in  the  mode  of 
GoUeftion,  are  flight.  Thofe  taxes  are  a  ca- 
pitation, a  tax  on  real  and  perfonal  property, 
from  which  a  law  of  1795  excepts,  as  un^ 

taxable 
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taxable  articles,  all  furniture  (not  including 
plate),  implements  of  agriculture,  work- 
men's tools,  and  a  quarter  of  the  capital 
employed  in  trade  on  fca.  The  raifing  of 
the  taxes  refts  with  each  town  or  townfhip; 
which  is  refponfible  to  the  ftate-treaforer 
for  the  proportion  of  the  taxes  affigncd  to 
it  by  the  legiflature.  The  ratio  is  regulated 
by  a  general  valuation  made  from  time  to 
time,  at  thoft  periods  when  the  wealth  of 
the  ftate  is  flippofed  to  have  been  augmented 
to  a  certain  degree,  either  by  an  increafe  in 
the  population,  or  by  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, or  by  the  profits  of  fuccefsful  com- 
merce.  The  laft  three  valuations  took  place 
in  1767,  ^77^3  and  1795.  On  the  firft  of 
thofe  occafions  the  taxable  property  was 
valued  at  feven  millions  three  hundred  and 
feventy-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-fix  dollars  ;  on  the  fccond,  at  ten  mil-^ 
lions  nine  hundred  and  fixty-fcven  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  nine  dollars  ;  and,  in  1 705; 
at  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars. It  appears  that  this  augmentation  in 
the  quantum  t)f  taxable  propcfrty  is  attributa- 
ble 
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ble  to  the  increafe  of  the  capitals  emplojed 
m  trade^  more  than  to  any  other  caufe* 

Each  town  or  townfhip  nominates  three 
or  five  cocoiniiflioners,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
inake  the  eftimate  of  the  property  therein 
contained^  after  having  received  the  declar- 
ations of  the  inhabitants.  The  legiflature 
nominates  ten  fuperior  commifiionerSy  who 
fare  to  viiit  the  towns  and  town(hips»  to  re« 
ceive  and  examine  the  efHmates  of  thofe  firft- 
mentioned  officers,  and,  after  fuch  exami- 
nation^ to  determine  the  portion  of  the  general 
jtax  itppofed  by  the  ftate,  which  is  to  be  paid 
\>y  each  place. 

The  law  provides  precautions  againft  falf^ 
declarations  or  the  refufal  to  make  any,  and 
alfo  againft  fuch  towns  as  may  either  refufe 
or  delay  the  payment. 

The  capitation-tax  is  fettled  in  the  pro- 
portion of  fix-pence  for  every  thoufand 
pounds  rated  to  the  ftate.  The  towns  may 
neverthclefs  fet  afide  this  tax,  provided  they 
contribute  their  quota  toward  fatisfying  the 
public  demand  in  fome  other  mode.  The 
town  of  Providence,  for  inftance,  levies  her 

proportion 
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pr6porttfMi  of' it  ^nljroo^movable  and  imnioT* 
aUe  eftatei.  •  "* 

*  AflcfTor^  choied  by.  the  inhabitants,  af- 
terward determine  the  particialaf  foda-to  be 
paid  by  each  individual  who  i^  liable  ko  the 
tax  ;  which  is  colleded  by  an  officer  chofen 
in  the  fame  manner*     The  tow  its  defray 
the  charges  6f  -  afleflment  and  collefiion. 
The  aiTcflbr  receives  one  and  three  fourths 
per  centoA  i&e- Ibml  kffifled:  thecdlledor 
heretofore  received  live^  ^r  cent :  but  ibme 
towns  contra£^  with   the  latter  on  lower 
terms ;  and  there  are  inftances  in  which  he 
is  paid  no  more  than  two  and  a  half  per  centv 
The  tllxes  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-'Ifland,  m 
I  have  already  observed,  amount  only  to  fix 
thoufand  poun48,   or  -twenty-thoufand  dol- 
lars, and  are  regularly  paidJ     The  expence 
of  the'  civil  lift'4s  but  five  thoufand  dollars. 
For  ievieral  fucceflive  years  an  annual  I'um  of 
eight  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  has  been 
expended  on  the '  ere6Hon  of  a  pri£>n  and  a 
houfe  for  the  fittings  of  the  legiflative  bodyv 
The  ftat^  owes  about  ninety-eight  tboui 
dollars^  and  has»   for  the  difcharge.^tl 
€amf  no  other  rcfource  than  taxaiioii^ 
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the  decifion  of  the  commifliooers  appointed 
to  fettle  the  acxrounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  flates,  Rhode-lfland 
is  creditor  to  the  Union  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thouland  fix 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 

PROVIDENCE. 

The  town  of  Providence,  though  in  ge- 
neral healthy,  b  not  however  exempt  from 
bilious  fevers  toward  die  end  of  fummer 
and  in  autumn;  but  theie  complaints  are 
ufually  unattended  with  danger.  Confump- 
tions  in  youthful  habits  are  as  common  here 
as  at  Newport ;  and  many  individuals  fall 
vi£lims  to  them  before  the  age  of  thirty. 

Wo — for  I  have  again  joined  company 
with  Monfieur  Guillemard — we  have  palTed 
the  chief  part  of  the  time  that  we  fpent  in 
Providence,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thayer, 
a  merchant  of  this  town,  with  whom  I  had 
been  acquainted  at  Charlefton,  where  he 
has  long  refided,  and  carried  on  with  pro- 
digious fuccefs  a  very  extenfive  and  rich 
trade.     He  conduced  his  great  commercial 

enter  prizes 
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cnterprizes  with  a  fufficlcnt  degree  of  pru- 
deuce  to  avoid  thofe  ipeculatibns  fb  common 
among  the  merchants  of  America  5  yet  that 
caution  has  not  faved  him  from  experiencing 
^he  greateft  reverfes  in  bis  fortune.  He  had 
iudorfed  to  a  confiderable  amount  the  notes 
of  a  hou(b  at  New- York,  one  of  the  moft 
opulent  and  refpe^table  in  that  city.  But 
the  houfe  in  queflion  bad  fo  deeply  fpeculated 
on  the  high  prices,  of  flour  and  rice  in  Eu- 
ropci  that  it  has  flopped  payment,  and  the 
refponfibility  falls  on  Mr.  Thayer.  He  will 
not  be  ruined  by  this  event :  in  all  probabi- 
lity even  his  affairs  will  be  fettled ;  for  the 
houfe  at  New- York  will  again  carry  on 
bufinefs,  and  he  himfelf,  by  his  own  fingle 
exertions,  would,  at  his  prefent  flage  of  life, 
be  capable  of  retrieving  his  fortune  if  it 
were  totally  ruined.  But  his  credit  and 
his  delicacy  fuffcr  feverely  on  the  occafion. 
He  ncverthelefs  fupports  his  difaflcr  with  a 
calm  fortitude,  aind  a  confidence  in  the  re- 
turn of  fortune,  which  at  once  furnifh  his 
friends  with  a  ground  of  hope,  and  himfelf 
with  the  means  of  fuccefs.  His  name  is  fo 
implicated  in  this  unfortunate  bufinefs,  that 
Vol.  II  [.  U  be 
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he  has  made,  to  thofe  who  hold  the  notes  of 
that  houfe  endoned  by  him,  an  offer  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds  fterUng  on  condition  of 
their  cancelling  his  name.  Mr.  Thayer  is 
otberwife  rich,  being  heir  to  a  coniiderable 
family  eftate  which  is  in  the  hands  of  his 
mother.  He  is  defcended  in  a  direft  line 
from  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Provi- 

■ 

dence  Plantation.  Mn  Thaver's  houfe  is 
built  on  the  fame  fpot  where  that  founder, 
his  progenitor,  cut  down  the  firfl  tree,  and 
ereded  the  firfl  hut. 

I  have  learned  here  that  the  bridge  which 
had  been  ere6^ed  lafl  year  over  the  Eafl- 
PaflTage  to  open  a  way  into  Rhode-lfland, 
and  of  which  the  fblidity  appeared  doubtful, 
was  carried  away  lafl  winter  by  the  floods. 
It  has  fince  been  rebuilt ;  and  hopes  are 
now  entertained  that  this  new  conflrudion 
is  on  a  better  plan  than  the  former. 

ROUTE  TO  BOSTON.—PATUXENT. 

Again  the  flage  from  Providence  to 
Bofton !  The  journey  is  only  forty-five 
miles:   yet,    with  the  fingle  exception  of 

•Mr. 
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Mr.  Robr^m,  a  native  of  Pruflia,  but  fince 
become  more  than,  half  a  Frenchman  by  a 
refidence  of  fix  and  twenty  years  at  Bor- 
deaux as  a  merchant,  the  company  was  fuch 
as  ftrongly  <:onfirmed  me  in  my  averfion  to 
flage*'Coaches. 

Patuxent  bridge,  at  the  diftance  'of  five 
miles  from  Providence,  is  the  boundary  of 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland.  Here  are  eflab-* 
li(hed  cotton-works  which  feem  to  fucceed 
better  than  any  other  mahufadiure  hitherto 
eftabliflied  in  America — anchor^forges— 
founderies  for  cannon  and  other  heavy 
articles  in  iron.  The  river  Patuxent,  alfo 
called  Blackftone^  gives  motion  to  all  the 
machines  ufed  in  thefe  various  works.  It 
takes  its  rife  in  the  ftate  of  Maflkchufetts, 
and  falls  into  Narraganfee-Bay  near  Provi- 
dence. From  Patuxent  to  its  mouth  it  is 
navigable  for  veffels  of  the  largeft  fize. 

On  his  way  to  Bofton,  the  traveller  pafles 
through  Briftol-County,  containing  a  popu- 
lation of  thirty-four  thoufand  fouls  in  an 
extent  of  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-four 
fquarc  miles, — Norfolk-County,-  whofe  fu- 
pcrficial  extent  is  nine  hundred  and  fixteen 

U  2  fquare 


\ 


C92  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

fquare  miles,  containing  twenty-five  thoufand 
inhabitants — and  the  towns  of  Taunton  and 
Durham,  each  the  capital  of  a  county  of 
fimilar  name.  Durham  is  the  place  of  rcfid* 
ence  of  Mr.  Ames,  a  well-informed  mem- 
ber of  Congrcls,  a  warm  fedcralift,  a  voluble 
and  copious  fpeaker,  an  honeft  man  more- 
over, but  whole  talents  and  political  merit 
arc  exaggerated  by  ^arty-zeal  perhaps 
beyond  their  juft  value,  and  fufBciently  (b 
to  call  forth  a  (everity  of  judgement  on  him 
even  from  impartial  perfons  who,  but  for 
that  exaggeration,  might  have  been  difpof- 
ed  to  feel  a  pfffpoflefiioa  in  his  favour.  He  . 
ftands  at  this  moment  in  sr^eat  celebrity  for 

o 

a  fpeech  that  he  delivered  at  the  dole  of  the 
laft  feflion  of  Congrefs,  recommending  to 
the  houfc  of  reprefentatives  to  vote  the  nc- 
ccflary  lums  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
commercial  treaty  with  England:  and  that 
fpeech  is,  by  the  men  of  his  party  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  extolled  as 
a  piece  of  eloquence  which  Demofthenes  or 
Ciccfo  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  equal. 
Now  the  dilcourfe  in  qucftion,  which  the 
feeble  health  of  the  ipeaker  did  not  allow 
.   .  _  him 
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him  to  extend  to  fych  length  as  would  have 
been  neceflary  for  the  dilqulfion  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  their  application  to  the  fubjeA  in 
debate,  is  addrefled  rather  to  the  paflions  than 
to  the  underftanding.  At  the  momcnit 
when  it  was  pronounced,  that  Was  perhaps  the 
befl:  drreftion  that  it  could  poifibly  take,  cf- 
pecially  as  coming  from  the  mo\ith  of  Mr. 
Ames,  an  efleemed  and  eilimable  man,  wbPt 
labouring  as  he  then  did  under  indifpofition, 
feemed  to  endanger  his  health  in  fupport  of 
what  his  party  termed  the  falvation  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  derived  an  additional 
degree  of  interefl  from  the  very  circum- 
ftance  of  that  indifpofition.  Thofe  people, 
therefore,  who  would  have  wiftied  to  find  in 
that  difcourfe  greater  depth  and  folidity,  and 
even  a  greater  portion  of  reafbning,  cannot 
deny  him  the    merits— which  is  no  incon- 

0 

fiderable  one — of  having  well  underftood  the 
temper  of  men's  minds,  together  with  the 
influence  of  exifting  circumftances,  and"taken 
a  dextrous  advantage  of  both.  This  is,  no 
doubt,  a  very  material  part  of  the  art  of  ora- 
tory, though  it  is  the  moft  delulive. 

That  affair  of  the  treaty  is  now  at  end. 

U  3  The 
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The  Britifh  and  American  cotnmiffioners 
have  met  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  it  into 
execution  :  but  it  i$  now  hardly  any  longer 
the  topic  of  converfation.  The  partifans  of 
the  treaty,  however,  afFe6l  to  extol  the 
fbiA  pun^uality  with  Which  the  Englifh 
have  given  up  the  pofts  ;  as  if  that  evaciut- 
tion  of  pofts,  which  was  ah  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  renewed  in  this  latter 
treaty  as  a  fundamental  -article  and  inde- 
pendent 6f  every  other,  had  been  confidered^ 
even  by  its  fiipporters,  as  a  doubtful  event ; 
and  as  if  England  conferred  an  extraordinary 
honour  on  America  in  obferving  any  one  of 
her  engagements  to  the  latter.  It  is  not  un* 
common  for  weak  people  lightly  to  impute 
to  the  more  powerful  certain  motives  of 
aifeAion  and  regard:  and  this  diipofition 
will  not  be  miftaken  by  any  one  for  a  refine- 
ment in  gratitude,  but  will  certainly  be 
deemed  a  refinement  in  vanity. 

That  furrcnder  of  the  pofts  was  no  doubt 
a  matter  of  importance  to  the  United  States. 
The  poffclfion  of  them  places  the  American 
navigation  on  the  lakes  beyond  the  control 
of  Great  Britain  ;  it  frees  the  country  from 

the 
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the  prcfence  of  £ngli(h  troops,  and  leaves  the 
Americans    maflers  of  one   or   two  great 
eftablifliments  ;  but  thofe  who  have  fufficient 
prudence  to  fee  that  peace  ia  the  greateft 
bleffing  which  Amer^  can  dedre,  cannot 
confider  the  furreudcr  of  the  pofts  as  wholly 
unattended  with  danger.     When  one  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  aftive  difpofitipn  of  the 
Englifh  commandants— the  fpirit  of  refent- 
roent  too  generally  harboured  by  their  nation 
againft  the  United  States  of  America — ^the 
qpmion  with  which  long  and  fole  poiTeflion 
has  infpired  the  Englifh  that  they  had  an 
exclufive   right   to   the   navigation   of   the 
lakes*— and  when,  on  the  other  hand,  one 
is  acquainted  with  the  enterprizing  fpirit  of 
the  Americans  in  commerce,  particularly  in 
a  new  branch  of  commerce — their  jealoufy, 
their   indifpofition   toward   the   Englifh    (I 
fpeak  of  that  clafs  of  men  who  are  to  dwell 
on  the  borders  of  thefe  lakes,  and  of  the 
officers  and  fbldiers  who  are  to  garrifon  the 
forts) — one  cannot  but  apprehend  that  this 
vicinity,  this  continual  clafhing  of  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  two  ftates,  will  furnifh  new 
^ubje<Jts   of    difpute    in   addition    to    thofe 

U  4  which 
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which  arifc  in  every  country  from  the  too 
near  approximation  of  the  troops  of  different 
powers.  To  guard  againft  fuch  confc- 
quences  as  may  reafbnably  be  anticipated, 
would  require  fuch  pnilence  and  conciliatory 
difpofitions  in  the  commanding  officers  on 
both  fides,  fuch  confl^ant  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  both  governments,  fo  eminent  a  fpirit 
of  juflice  and  pacificacion,  that  one  cannot 
venture  to  hope  for  fo  extraordinary  a  com- 
bination of  fo;  tunate  circumftances.  But, 
whether  hoftilities  break  out  between  Eng- 
land and  America  in  that  or  in  any  other 
quarter,  it  is  at  all  events  more  than  probable 
that  a  war  will  be  the  refult  of  that  treaty 
at  fome  future  period,  more  or  lefs  diflant, 
according  as  England  (hall  feel  more  or  lels 
confidence  in  her  own  ftrength. 

I  find  the  minds  of  the  people  here  changed 
in  favour  of  France.  Succefs  has  ever  s:reat 
influence  on  popular  opinion,  and  for  more 
than  one  reafbn.  But  let  us  quit  politics, 
a  fubjcS  to  which  I  am  frequently  induced 
to  return  bv  that  unvarvino;  regard  for  the 
intcrefts  of  France,  which  purfues  me  as  it 
were  in  ^ite  of  me.     May  that  nation  be 

as 
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as  happy  and  well-regulated  as  it  is  great ! 
may  it  make  a  prudedt  and  moderate  ufe  of 
its  immenfe  ^nd  aftonifhing  fuccefTes !  may 
good  laws,  genuine  public  fpirit,  and  a  fincere 
abjuration  of  party  animofities,  cement  its 
conftitution,  reftore  induftry  within  its 
boundaries,  and  kindle  in  every  bofom  the 
love  of  liberty !  Thefe  are' the  moft  defirable 
of  its  conquefls. 

HISTORY,  CONSTITUTION,  LAWS,  AND 
COMMERCE,  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 

The  foundation  of  the  ftatc  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  was  the  confequence  of  religious 
perfecution.  The  Pre{byterians  being  per- 
fecuted  in  England  about  the  year  1O08,  a 
Mr.  Robinfon,  minifter  of  one  of  their 
churches,  went  over  to  Holland — to  Amfter- 
dam  in  the  firfl  inftance,  afterward  to  Leiden 
- — to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  profefling  the  re- 
ligion of  his  fe6l.  Several  families  followed 
him  thither ;  but  after  a  refidence  of  fix  years 
in  that  country,  being  diflatisfied  with  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  and  abandoned 

by 
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bj  their  children   who  engaged  as  fbldiers 
or  failors  in  the  Dutch  fervice — alt  the  fame 
tioie  receiving  fronoi  navigators  an  advan- 
tiageotts  defcription  of  the  coafls  of  North- 
America —  thofe  emigrants   determined  to 
leek  in  the  weftern  world  an  afylum  were 
they  might  reft  fecure  from  all  perfecution. 
After  fraitlefs  endeavours  to  obtain  grants 
of  land  from  the  Virginia  company,  who» 
by  patent  from  the  king  of  England,  were* 
proprietors   of  almoft   the   entire  coail   of 
North- America — aiid  after  equally  unfuc- 
ceisful  applications  to  king  James  the  Firft 
to  give  his  confent  to  their  intended  fettle* 
ment — they  would  have  been  at  length  com- 
pelled  to    relinquifli    their   projeft,   if  Mr. 
Werton,  a  rich  London  merchant,  had  not 
facilitated  to  them  the  means  of  carrying  it 
into  execution,  by  forming  a  company  for 
the  purpofe. 

It  was  in  July  1620  that  the  little  colony 
embarked  at  Southampton  in  England. 
Untoward  accidents  reduced  to  a  fingle  veflel 
the  armament  which  was  to  have  coniifted 
of  two :  and  the  emigrants,  infcead  of  reach- 
ing the  vicinity  of  Hudlbn^s-Rivcr  according 

to 
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to  their  original  plan,  were  driven  to  Capc- 
Cod-Harbour,  where  they  landed  firft  on 
one  of  the  iflands  near  the  cape,  and  after- 
ward on  the  continent^  at  the  place  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Plymouth. 

This   firft  expedition  inipired   numerous 
other  snal-contents  in  England  with  a  wifh 
to  emigrate  to  America.      Accordingly,  ia    * 
1622,  another  colony  paflcd  over,  and  fet- 
tled at  the  place  now  called  Hingham.     Ia 
1 624  a  third,  under  the  condu£l  of  Captain 
Woltafton,  eftabliflied  themfelves  at  Brain- 
tree.      Among  the  names  of  thefe  firft  fct- 
tiers  is  found  that  of  Thomas  Adams,  anceftor 
of  the  prefent  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United 
States,   who  ftill   poffefles   the   fame  lands 
which   were  at  that   time   granted   to   his 
family.     In  l624,  a  fourth  fettlement  was 
formed  at  Cape- Ann.     Finally,  in  1629,  a 
numerous  colony  came  to  Salem,  under  the 
condu6l  of  John  Winthrop.     Courage  feU 
dom  forfakes  thofe  who  flee  from  perfecu- 
tion :  and   its  aid  was  highly  necelTary  t6 
thefe  fifft  fettlers,  to  enable  them  to  endure 
the  privations  and  difficulties  and  obftacles 

of 
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of  every  kind,  which  they  had  to  cucoiinter. 
They  overcame  them  all. 

But  ibon  thefe  new-comers,  who  had 
themfelves  been  the  objefis  of  perfecution, 
became  pcrfecutors  in  turn.  The  Indians 
had  given  them  a  friendly  reception^  had 
aided  them  with  their  means^  had  voluntarily 
granted  them  lands.  The  colonics  were  not 
content  with  this :  the  newh^arrived  white 
man  fancied  himfelf  entitled  to  the  fupc- 
rioritv  of  a  mafter  over  the  native  Indian : 
and  opprefiion  ibon  began  to  be  exercifcd  by 
the  Eurc^an  fettlers* 

The  Indians,  naturally  kind^  are  alfb  na* 
turally  vindictive.  Reprifals  were  made  on 
their  part :  and  in  Maflachufetts,  as  in  the 
iflands  of  the  gulf  of  Florida,  the  white 
people,  defending  in  a  body  the  crimes  of 
fome  individuals  of  their  number,  faw  them- 
felves involved  in  open  war  with  their  bent- 
factors,  drove  them  to  as  ereat  a  dlilance  as 
they  could,  and  thus  commenced  that  ferics 
of  encroachments  v  hich  has  never  fince  been 
difcontinued,  and  of  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
fbrefcc  ibc  end. 

Their 
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Their  quarrels  with  the  Indians  were  not 
the  only  difputes  that  difturbed  the  peace 
of  thefe  infant  colonies.  Driven,  as  they 
had  been,  from  England  by  the  fpirit  of  in- 
tolerance and  religious  perfecution,  they  fuf- 
fered  the  fame  fpirit  of  intolerance  and 
religious  perfecution  to  grow  up  among 
themfelves.  Liberty  of  confcience  was  the 
fundamental  condition  of  the  new  fettle- 
ments :  but  the  Prefbyterians,  finding  them- 
felves more  numerous  than  the  other  fc&St^ 
violated  that  principle  ;  thereby  proving  to 
the  world,  that,  like  many  others  before  and 
fince  their  time,  they  wi(hed  to  referve  the 
liberty  entirely  to  themfelves — and  that,  al- 
though they  were  enemies  to  all  power 
which  opprefled  them,  they  were  not  equally 
avcrfe  to  that  which  enabled  them  to  exer- 
cife  oppreffion  over  others.  The  Quakers 
and  Anabaptifts  were  perfccuted,  impri- 
Jbned,  baniflied,  put  to  death.  Some 
members  of  the  community  were  found  to 
profefs  the  tenets  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land :  they  alfo  were  perfecuted.  A  fchifm 
took  place  among  the  Prclbyterians,  and 
gave  birth  to  violent  quarrels. 

The 
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The  events  Avhich  diigraccd  the  early 
period  of  thefe  colonies  furni(h  an  additional 
proof  of  that  inconteftable  axiom  in  poli- 
tics, that — although  a  religion  be  neccflarjr 
in  every  government,  not  only  for  the  in- 
ternal comfort  of  the  individuals,  but  alio 
the  more  ftrongly  to  attach  them  to  their 
duty  as  citizens — the  worft  of  all  govern- 
ments is  that  in  which  a  lyftcm  of  religion 
is  the  main  fpring,  and  which  is  either  con- 
duced or  influenced  by  the  miniflers  of  that 
religion. 

The  hiftory  of  Maflachu(etts  alio  prefents 
multiplied  inftances  of  that  barbarous  igno- 
rance, which,  united  with  the  (ame  fuper-* 
flitious  notions,  has  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
and  particularly  in  England,  put  to  death  fa 
many  pretended  forcerers,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Hutchinfon  relates,  that  in  1692, 
the  governor  and  judges  of  Salem,  being 
highly  exafperatcd  againft  (brcerers,  and  find- 
ing no  law  againft  them  in  their  new  code, 
but  wiiliiiior  to  have  their  dilpofition  to  fe- 
\'critY  fantlioncd  by  the  opinion  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  applied  to  the  principal  minillers  of 
Bofton  for  their  advice  relpcftingthc  l^eps  to 

be 
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b^  taken  in  thofe  cafes.  He  adds^  that  the 
minifters  coiticluded  their  tedious  and  difl^ie* 
anfwer  by  the  following  feittence  —  ^  We 
cannot  but  recommend  to  the  government 
to  adopt  the  moft  fummary  and  vigorous 
modes  of  proceedings  and  fuch  as  have  been 
found  the  moft  efficacious,  purfuant  to  the 
diredtions  found  in  the  laws  of  God,  and  in 
the  wholelbme  ftatutes  of  the  £ngli(h  nation^ 
for  the  abolition  of  witchcraft." 

The  new  colonies,  thus  retarded  in  their 
growth  by  thofe  religious  perfecbtions  which 
kept  at  a  diftance  or  drove  from  among  them 
often  the  moft  a£live  and  ufeful  citizens,  had 
moreover  Ibme  wars  to  fuftain  againft  the 
little  French  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pc- 
nobfcot.  At  length,  the  Indians  being 
driven  to  Canada,  king  William  the  Third' 
incoq^orated  by  charter,  under  the  name  of  the 
Province  of  the  Colonies  or  Maflachufctts,  all 
the  countries  extending  from  Acadia  and 
Nova-Scotia  to  the  fpot  now  occupied  by 
New-Bedford,  including  the  ifle  of  Nan- 
tucket and  all  other  iflands  within  ten' 
leagues  of  the  coaft.  By  this  patent  the  king ' 
refer ved  to  himielf  the  nomination  of  the- 

govcrnor. 
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of  Maflachufetts  bj  William  IIL  and  which 
continued  till  the  revolution. 

The  new  conftitution  of  Maffachufetts  was 
framed  in  1 78a     The  government,  under 
the  name  of  Commonwealth  or  Republic  of 
Maffachufetts^    exhibits    the   fame    genera^ 
diflribution  that  prevails  in  the  other  flatc^ 
The  Icnatc  is  aompofed  of  thirty-one  mem- 
bers^ eled:ed  for  twelve  months  by  the  free- 
holders.'   The  flate  is  divided,  for  the  elcp- 
tion  of  fenators,  into  diflri^s,  each  of  which, . 
in  proportion  to  the   quota  it  pays  of  the 
general  contribution,   ele^s  a  greater  or  lef- 
fer  number  of  members,  but  can  in  no  caie 
rK>minate  more  than  fix*     With  a  view  to. 
this  limitation,  the  legiilature  has  a  power 
to  change  the  boundaries  of  the  diftridls,  and 
to  increafe  their  number,  in  proportion  as 
any   confiderable    augmentation   may   have 
taken  place  in  the  property  of  their  inhabi-  . 
tants.     The   diflridts  mufl  never  be  fewer  . 
than  thirteen:*~Exclufive  of  the  thirty-one 
fcnators  who  fit  in  the  houfe,  [there  are  nine 
others  feledted  by  the  fenate   itfeif  to  con- 
ftttute  the  governor's  council ;  wheirefore  the 
ele6lion  of  fenators  in  the  diflriifts  mufl  fur- 
VoL.  IIL  X  nifh 
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ni(h  forty  members*     A  new  eleftion  is  held 
every  year,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft. 

The  qualifications  requifite  for  a  fenator 
are — to  poffefs,  within  the  Hate,  an  eftate  of 
at  leaft  three  hundred  pounds'  *  value,  or 
perlbnal  property  to  the  amount  of  not  lefs 
than  fix  hundred — to  have  been  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  ftate  during  five  .years  previous 
to  the  eledion — and  to  be  an  adtual  refident 
in  the  diftrift  for  which  he  is  chofen.  The 
Selc£l-Men  of  eacH  town  (a  kind  of  munici- 
pal magiftratcs,  of  ^whom  I  fhall  elfe where 
have  occafion  to  fpeak)  prefide  at  thefe  elec- 
tionSy  count  the  votes,  which  are  given  in 
writing,  and  fend  them  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  who  with  the  governor  and  five  coun- 
ibllors  examine  them,  and  convoke  the  fena- 
tors  elcd  for  the  day  of  their  meeting. 

.  The  houfc  of  rcpreientatives  confifts  of  one 
member  from  each  town  or  townlhip  con- 
taining; a  hundred  and  fiUv  inhabitants  who 
pay  taxes — of  two  for  three  hundred — three 

•  The  iloU.ir  in  Kcw-England  pailcs  for  fix  (hillings; 
confc^ucntly  tlic  pouud  is  C4ui\  .Ucut  to  three  liolkr^  and 
Ww  third. 

for 
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for  fix  hundred— and  thus  in  the  progreffion 
of  an  additional  member  for  each  furplus  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  taxable  inha- 
bitants. The  conditions  required  to  qualify 
for  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentativcs  are— » 
that  the  candidate  have  lived  in  the  town  (hip 
for  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  time 
of  eleftion,  and  that  he  poffefs  an  eftate  of  a 
hundred  pounds'  value,  or  property  of  another 
defcription  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred. 

The  governor  is  annually  eleded  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  fenators.  The  votes  are  fent  by  the 
Sele6l-Men  to  the  fherifFof  the  county,  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  two  branches  of  the 
Icgiflature  in  conjun6lion,  who  declare  as 
governor  the  candidate  who  has  the  majority 
of  votes.  If  none  of  the  candidates  has  a 
majority,  the  houfe  of  reprefentativcs  chool^ 
two  by  ballot  from  the  four  who  have  the 
greateft  numbers ;  and  the  fenatc,  in  the 
fame  mode,  e\c6\  one  of  the  two  voted  by 
the  reprefentativcs.  The  qualifications  for 
governor  and  deputy-governor  are  the  fame, 
viz.  a  refidence  of  at  leaft  {even  years  ia 
the  ftate,   and  property  to  the  amount  of 

X  2  four 
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four  thoufand  pounds,  or  thirteen  thoufaiid 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

An  indifpcnfable  qualification  for  all  public 
funAions  in  the  ftate  of  MaflTachufetts  is  the 
profeffion  of  the  Cliriftian  religion.  • 

The  nine  members  who  compofc  the  go- 
vernor's council  arc  chofcn  from  among  the 
fenators  by  the  joint  votes  of  both  houlcs 
"given  by  ballot. 

The  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  treafurer,  the 
receiver-general,  the  commifirary-general,the 
public  notaries,  and  the  officers  of  the  port, 
are  annually  choieil  by  the  two  houfes  in 
conj unction.  The  treafurer  and  the  receiver* 
general  cannot  be  continued  in-  office  above 
five  vearcr'. 

The  qualification^  for  an  elector  are  con- 
f  ncd  to  rtlidence  in  the  iTdtc,  and  an  income 
of  ten   dollars,   or   a   rcoj   property   of  the 
'value  of  two  hundred. 

The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of 
the  ica  and  land  forces:  and  ti-e  conftitu* 
tion  arms  hiiu  with  lufficient  authority  ia 
calb  of  hoiule  attack  or  do.iicfiic  diuur- 
bancc.  He  nominaNs  all  the  officers  of 
]ufticc>  the  attofaey^general  of  tiie   ilate, 

all 
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all  the  (herifFs,  and  coroners :  and  he  can, 
with  the  advice  of  his  council,  pardon  a  con-' 
dcmned  criminal,  except  in  cafes  of  impeach** 

c 

mentor  treafon.  • 

His  refufal  (accompanied  by  his  rea(bns 
for  refufing)  to  fah3ion  a  law  pafled  by  the 
two  houfcs,  renders  it  neccflary  to  re-con- 
iider  fuch  law,'  which,  t6  do  away  this  kind 
of'fufpcnfive  negative,  muft  now  be  fupported 
by  a  majority  of  twc^  thirds  in  each  boule. 
.  The  officers  of- ■friilitia  are  cleftcd  either 

s 

•  • • 

by  tbe  privates  of  "by  the  officers,  according 
to  the  importance  of  their  grade. 

All  the  powers  of  the  officers  of  jufticici 
of  what  kind  foeyfer,  are  confined  in  dura* 
tion  to  feven  years^ 

This  conftitution  is  preceded  by  a  l6ng 
declaration  of  rights,  which  diicovers  neither 
that  precifion  nor  that  generality  of  princi- 
ples which  fccm  to  be  required  in  an  a6l  6f 
this  nature.  It  fpeaks,  for  inftaiice,  of*the 
right  poflefTed  by  the  people  of  the  republic 
to  lay  taxes  for  the  liipport  of  public  worfhip 
and  fchools,  to  infpe(5t  thofc  fciiools,  &c. 
particulars  ^>ery  proper  indeed  to  be  inferted 
ja  a'law,  but  which  cannot  be  thruft  into  a 

.X  3  declaration 
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declaration  of  rights  except  by  clerical  inRu* 
ence. 

.  By  virtue  of  this  article,  every  citizen  of 
the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts  is  fubjeft  to  the 
payment  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  religion 
of  fome  kind.  He  is  perfeftly  unreflrained 
in  his  choice  :  but  when  the  number  of  thoie 
in  a  townHiip  who  wifh  to  pra^liie  the  iame 
religion  is  not  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  minider  of  their  fe^l,  or  there  is  no 
worfliip  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  neighbouring 
townOiips,  the  tax  is  nevertheleis  demanded : 
the  inhabitant,  however,  has  the  liberty  of 
choofing  to  which  of  the  religions  followed 
in  his  neighbourhood  he  will, prefer  that  his 
payment  be  applied.  This  tax  is  generally 
verv  moderate.  It  is  resrulated  on  the  lame 
principles  as  all  thoie  payable  to  the  Itate. 
In  the  srcat  towns  it  is  ccmnionlv  not 
demanded  ;  and  the  inco:r.c  o:  the  clergy 
in  thoi'e  places  arilrs  chiet:y  from  the  let- 
ting of  the  icacs  in  the  churches.  No  penoa 
is  c.>  Impelled  to  hire  a  llat :  but  :*iC  iplrlt  of 
dcvoiivLi  which  is  p:cti\  iroiiCral  through  the 
ftate,  a  rcfpccl  for  religion,  and  a  deference 
to  the  law  which  makes  it  a  point  of  theboiK 

i:itu:lon, 
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fiitution,  difpofes  each  perfbn  to  hire  them  : 
and  no  fooner  is  a  pew  refigned  by  one  fa-"* 
mily,  than  it  is  engaged  by  .another. 

The  nomination  of  the  electors  who  are 
to  choofe  the  prefidentf^nd  vice*prefident  of 
the  United  States  is  made  in  Maflachufetta 
by  the  fame  eleAors  who  nominate  the  re* 
prefentatives  to  fit  iu  congrefs;  and  each 
diftri6t  furnifhes  one.  '  The  two^  who  are 
to  be  named  in  addition^  to  complete  the 
number  of  ftKtctn^  which  conftitutes  the  re-* 
prefentation  of  the  ftate  in  Congreis  (viz.' 
fourteen  reprefentatives  and  two  fenators)^ 
are  nominated  by  the  legidature. 

The  Sele(3:-Men  of  each  townfliip  preiide 
at  thefe  ele^ions,  as  at  all  others.  Thefe 
are  men  chofen  by  each  townfhip,  to  con- 
dudt  its  public  bufinefs.  They  have  the 
management  of  the  property  of  the  town- 
fhip when  it  poflefTes  any  :  they  arc  overfecrs 
of  the  poor,  of  the  fchools,  of  the  roads : 
they  fummon  meetings  of  the  inhabitants 
when  they  think  them  nccefTary.  They 
receive  no  falary  except  for  the  days  when 
they  are  employed  abroad  in  tranfadting  the 
affairs   of  the  townfhip ;  and  then  the  re- 

X  4  muneratiow 
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iruneration  is  a  dollar  and  half  per  day* 
Thcv  are  eledsd  on'iv  for  one  vear,  but 
arc  o  ten  continued  curiug  lif*.  Tne  choice 
for  Sclccl-Men  c-neraiL*  fa^Is  on  pierrons  of 

C  •  I 

the  bfit  rcputaticn,  ^^  bcft  quaii-iLd  for  the 
managcn^ent  of  bufiucfs ;  and  the  oSce  con- 
fers on  its  pciTsfijr  a  conSderable  iharc  of 
rcf^rCiabiliry  and  inSaence.  This  kind  of 
patriarchal  magii^racy,  which  is  comnion  to 
all  New- England,  was  eliablilhed  bv  tl-e  firft 
coloniiTs  who  arrived  from  Old  England,  ani 
has  been  tnce  continued  in  uninterrupted 
fuccciEon. 

EXPORTS.    IMPORTS,    AVD     XAMGA-. 
TlOX,  OF  THE  PjRT  O?  BOSTON. 

In  lotzWu^i  lafr  vear  of  ibe  tv'*::!:-.3^e  :f  tbt 

por  >.        i.i    «.  ..r   ^  c^j     J  ,  i-  -  •     *--<  ^    A    .c**. .-.Cu 

to   o:':e   r/:--. "^-rj    c-i.^f   ^^sZTi^rcz  :..".^    7..:'^^.\.rit 
ih.^v.iz:::  •'Lr.i  f.ur  o:Ha:r — Ir.   :~   I,  :."^- o:.e 
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liuii^Ved  and  f)rty — in  179**,  to  two  mil- 
lions live  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  three — in  1795,  to  four 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty^cight-^and,  for  the 
firft  quarter  of  the  prefent  year  1796,  to  one 
million  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  iind  {wenty-five.  The  incrcafe  in 
the  value  of  the  ekportsr  is  lefs  attributable  at 
Bofton  than  clfewherc  to  the  rife  in  the  price 
of  produce :  for,  if  we  except  fait  fifli,  which 
Bofton  exports  in  abundance,  an,d  of  which 
the  price  has  confiderably  increafed  within 
the  laft  three  years,  no  ri(e  has  taken  place! . 
on  the  produce  of  the  country,  fuch  as  heef|^ 

i 

fait  pork,  pot-afh,  timber  ;  and  the  commo- 
dities from  the  Weft-Indies,  which  the  trade 
ef  Bofton  re-exports  in  large  quantities,  have 
rifen  very  little  within  the  laft  three  or  four 
years. 

With  refpe<ft  to  the  flour  which  the  Bofton 
veflTels  export,  very  little  of  it  is  furniftied  by 
Bofton  itielf ;  it  is  derived  from  the  fouthern 
ftates:  and  whateverquantity  of  it  is  brought 
to  Bofton  for  re-exportatidn,  is  never  taken 
except    to  complete   the    aflbrtmeHt    of  a 

cargo, 
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cargOy  and  confcqucntly  is  not  very  coniider* 
able* 

The  duties  on  imports  paid  at  tbe  port  of 
Bofton   were,    in    17QS^   fix    hundred   and 
ninety-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
dollars — in  l/O^t  one  million  five  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  feven— in  1 7QSf  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  eighty  (houfand  fix 
hundred  and   five— and,  in    tbe   firfl:  two 
quarters  of  l  7qO^  feven  hundred  and  eighty* 
ieven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eighth 
The  facility  with  which  thefe  general  ilate* 
ments  are  procured  from  the  cuflom-houfe 
books  induced  me  to  copy  them  here,  al-^ 
'though  I  am  aware  that  no  conclufion  can 
be  drawn  from  them  refpeding  the  importa- 
tions of  the  different  articles^  fince  each  is 
fubje6l  to  its  own  particular  duty,  fbme  pay- 
ing five  pfir  cent,  others  ten,  fifteen,  &c. — 
and  that  the  draw-backs  are  not  deducted 
from  thcfe  fums  total  of  the  receipts, 

I  have  learned  alfb,  that,  in  1749,  the 
number  of  vefTels  that  made  their  entry  in 
the  port  was  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  : 
in  1773,  it  was  five  hundred  and  feventeen  : 
in  1753,  the  number  of  thofe  from  foreign 
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parts  alone  amounted  to  four  hundred  and 
four,  of  which  forty  were  three-mafted 
veflels — in  1 794,  to  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
four,  of  which  feventy-eight  were  three- 
mafted — and  in  17Q5,  to  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-fivc,  of  which  ninrty-fix  were  three- 
mafted.  Six^hundred  and  feven  vefiels^  of 
which  feventy-five  were  three-mafted,  failed 
from  this  port  during  thc(an;ie  year  1 7Q5yOa 
the  foreign  trade  alone..  ^ 

The  produce  of  a  part  of  Conne£licut,  of 
New-Hampfliife,  of  Vermont,  fupplies  the 
trade  of  Bofton,  together  with  the  exchange 
of  the  European  articles  neceflar}'  to  thofe 
countries.  Thefc  advantages  are  in  a  greater 
or  a  leflcr  degree  participated  by  the  other 
fea-ports  of  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts.  No 
other  part  of  the  Union  can  produce  a  (et 
of  men  fb  aSive,  fo  induftrious,  fo  enter- 
prizing  in  navigation,  as  the  people  of  this 
ftate.  During  my  ftay  at  Bofton,  two  veflels, 
a  ftiip  and  a  large  brig,  failed  for  Nootka- 
Sound  and  China,  and  two  others  are  pre- 
paring to  fail  on  a  fimilar  voyage. 


BANKS- 
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BANKS- 

-  There  are  at  prefent  in  this  ftate  three 
banks  at  Bodon,  one  at  Salem,  and  one  at 
Niewbury-Port.     Thefe  banks,  eftablifhed  oa- 
the  fame  principles  as  every  other  in.Amc-:' 
rica,  are  all,  except   that  of  Salem,  incor- 
porated by  acts  of  the  legiflature.   They  dif-    . 
count  notes  endorfed  with  two  good  names, 
at  one  half  per  cent  per  month.     The  faci- 
lity Ihown  in  this  particular  by  the  diredors 
of  thofe  banks  has  great  influence  on  the. 
commercial  tranfadlions  carried   on   in  the 
ftate. 

The  hank  of  Maflachufetts  has  exifted  at 
Bofton  fince  the  year  1784.  Its  charter 
prefcribes  no  limited  term  for  its  duration* 
Eight  hundred  (heves,  at  five  hundred  dollars 
each,  conftitute  for  it  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  which  has  greatly  increafed 
fince  it$  firft  eftablifliraent.  The  dividends^ 
on  thole  fhares  are  from  eight  to  nine  per 
cent,  and  the  price  of  its  flock  is  only  one 
fifth  more  than  the  original  value. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  a  branch 

.  V      .  ^  at 


XORTH  AMEHICA,  CANADA,  &C.  317 

at  Bofton,  cftabliflicd  in  1702.  The  public 
is  unacquainted  ^ith  hs  capita],  which  is 
regulated  at  difcrction  by  the  bank  edab- 
llflied  in  Philadelphia :  but  it  is  thought  to 
be  five  hundred  thouiand  dollarf^  As  it  is 
a'  dependency  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
<Stat;es»  it  might  receive  afHftance  from  that 
quarter  io  cafe  of  need.  It  yields  the  (ame 
dividends  as  the  baiik  of  MaiTachufetts  ;  an4 
the  price  of  its  (hares,  which,  as  in  all  the 
other  branches,  was  originally  four  hundred 
doUarSt  is  now  five  hundred. 

The  bank  known  by  the  name  of  tliei 
yuion  Bapk  ijs  the  third  of  thofe  eftabliihed 
in  Boftpn*  It  was  ereded  in  1 ZQS,  and  its 
charter  is  for  ten  years.  A  hundred  thoufand 
ihares,  at  eight  dollars  each,  form  {or  it  a 
capital  of  eight  hundred  thouiand  dollars^ 
It  alio  yields  a  dividend  of  eight  or  nine  per 
cent,  arfd  the  price  of  its  fliares  has  rilln  to 
nine  dollars  and  half.  This  bank  is  bound 
to  accommodate  the  ftatc  with  a  loan  of  a 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  at  five  per  cent, 
whenever  called  upon  for  that  purpole :  but 
it,s  loans  are  never  to  pxceed  that  fum. 

The  bank  of  Salem,  which  bears  the  ap- 
pellation 
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peilation  of  the  Eflex  Bank,  not  being  ih- 
corporated,  the  amount  of  its  capital  is  a 
fecret :  but  it  is  known  to  be  in  a  flourifhing 
fiate. 

■ 

The  banks  of  Nantucket  and  of  Merri- 
mack, or  of  Newbury-Port,  incorporated  in 
1705,  arc  eftablifhed  for  the  private  con- 
venience of  the  trade  of  thofe  places.  The 
capital  of  the  former  is  forty  thoufand  dollars 
—that  of  the  latter,  -feventy-five  thoufand. 
They  do  not  yet  yield  any  dividend.  The 
price  of  their  ftock  has  not  varied  :  the 
ihares  are  a  hundred  dollars  each. 

An  examination  of  this  fketch  of  the  ftate 
of  the  banks  in  Maffachufetts  difcovers  a 
capital  of  above  two  millions  of  dollars 
atnong  them  all  :  and,  as  the  intereft  on  dif* 
counts  is  fix  per  cent,  and  the  dividends  only 
eight  or  nine,  the  refult  muft  be  a  circula- 
tion of  ca(h  or  credit  to  the  amount  of  at 
leaft  three  millions  of  dollars,  w^hich  extends- 
to  the  neighbouring  ftates  in  a  proportion 
depending  on  their  trade,  and  which  it  is 
difficult  to  afcertain,  but  which  is  eftimated 
at  between  fix  and  fewn  hundred  thoufand 
dollars. 

Several 
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Several  other  baaks  are  about  to  be  eftab- 
liihed  in  this  ftate»  where  the  avidity  and 
cnterprizing  fpirit  of  commercial  meh»  and 
the  general  eagernefs  to  embark  in  trade, 
make  people  overlook  the  danger  of  being 
driven  by  the  exceflive  number  of  fuch  in* 

■ 

ftitutions  to  an  extenfion  of  commerce  dif* 
proportioned  to  the  capitals  employed. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

I 

One  of  the  n^oil  remarkable  laws  of  the 
fiate  of  MafTacbufetts  is  that  which  ordains 
the  eftablifliment  of  fchools  for  gratuitous 
inftrudion.  It  was  enaded  in  June  178Q* 
I  (lightly  mentioned  it  in  my  journal  of  lall 
year  :  but  it  dcfcrves  to  be  more  particularly . 
noticed  in  detail.  Its  principal  articles  are  as 
follow — 

1^.  Each  town  or  towufhip^  containing . 
fifty  families  or  houfes  is  bound  t^  provide  a 
fchool^maftcr  of  good  charader  to  inftruft 
the  children  in  the  Englifh  language,  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  ortliography,  and  the 
principles  of  good  moral  condu6l.  This 
ichool  is  to  be  jopen  fix  months  in  the  year^ 

The 
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The  towns  or'  townfliips  of  a  hundred  fa- 
milies are  to  have  fcbools  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  are  to  be  open  during  the  whole  year« 

Thcfc  of'  a  hundred  and  fifty  families  are 
to  have  two  fchools,  one  for  twelve  months 
and  one  for  (ix* 

Thofc  of  two  hundred  families  or  more 
are  bound,  in  addition  to  thefe  fchools,  to 
fupport  one,  under  the  name  of  a  grammar- 
fchool,  in  which  the  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Englifh  languages  are  to  be  taught  gramma- 
ticailv.  Children  who  cannot  read  are  not 
to  be  fcnt  to  the  grammar-fchool. — The 
houfes  being  often  widely  fcattered  over  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  in 
public  aflembly,  have  the  power  of  deter- 
mining the  bounds  of  the  (chool-diftrids. 

2^.  An  injunflion  is  laid  on  the  inftru6lors 
of  youth,  from  thofe  in  the  univerfity  at  Cam- 
bridge down 'to  thofe  in  the  lowed  fchools, 
to  imprefs  the  minds  of  their  pupils  with 
"  the  principles  of  piety,  juftice,  fincerity, 
love  of  their  country,  frugality,  induftry,  at-^ 
tachment  to  the  federal  conftitution  and  that 
of  the  ftatc,"  &c.  The  minifters  of  religion 
and  the  Selcft-Men  arc  bound  to  do  every 

thing^ 
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tiling  in  their  power  to  iiiduce  the  childrea 
to  attend  the  fchools. 

3^.  No  applicant  for  the  office  of  teacher 
in  the  granunar-fchook  can  be  admitted  to 
enter  Iu3  name  on  the  lift  of  candidates^ 
unlefs  provided  with  a  certificate  figned  by 
two  clergymen  atteding  that  he  is  capable 
of  teaching  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  that 
he  is  a  man  of  good  mOTals.  This  latter 
part  of  the  certificate  may  be  given  by  the 
Sele&-Men. 

The  mdlers  of  the  firft-mentioned  fchools 
cannot  be  chofen  without  producing  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  Seled-Men«  or  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  infpedion  of  the 
ichools,  or  from  a  clergyman.       • 

Whoever  fliould  keep  a  fchool  without 
complying  with  thefe  conditions,  would  ^be 
condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty 'pounds, 
or  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds— one  half 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fchool,  the  other  to  be 
given  to  the  poor. 

4^.  The  fchopls  are  to  be  fupported  by  a 
rate  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrids 
where  they  are  cftabliflied.     Thefe  rates  are 

Vol.  III.  y         a       impofed 
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impofed  by  the  annual  town-meetings  on 
the  taxable  property  within  their  territory. 

5^.  Such  towns  as  (hould  negleft  to  fup- 
port  fchools  in  conformity  to  the  conditions 
prefcribed  ly  the  firft  articles  of  this  law^ 
would  be  fubjeftJd  to  the  following  fines,  viz* 
thofe  of  fifty  families  would  be  condemned 
to  pay  thirty- three  dollars — thofe  of  a  hun- 
dred families,  fixty-fix  dollars — thofe  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  families,  a  hundred  dol- 
lars, Thefe  fines  are  ordered  by  the  fupreme 
court  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the  general  court, 
on  complaint  laid  before  them.  They  are 
to  be  paid  into  the  ftate-treafury,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  relief  of  thofe  fchools  in  thq 
lame  courtty  which  may  ftand  in  need  of 
fuch  aid.  The  grand  juries  are  to  enforce 
the  payment. 

This  law  is  tolerably  well  executed,  and 
the  mafters  are  in  general  qualified  to  give 
the  inftruftion  expected  of  them.  In  fome 
townfliips,  however,  fymptoms  of  negligence 
are  difcoverable ;  inftead  of  mafters,  in- 
diflferent  miftrefles  are  employed  j  in  fome 
places,  mafters  wholly  unqualified ;  in  others, 

none 
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.none  at  all:  but  thefc  inftanccs  arc  rare. 
The  fault  lies  with  the  Seleft-Men,  who 
do  not  exert  themfelves  to  enforce  the  law, 
to  which  moreover  every  inhabitant  has  a 
right  to  appeal.  The  falaries  of  the  matters 
in  the  lower  fchools  are  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  dollars  per  month  :  in  the  gram- 
mar-fchools,  the  teachers  receive  from 
twenty-five  ro  thirty-five. 

It  is  painful  to  obfervc  that  in  none  of 
thefe  fchools  is  the  hiftory  of  the  late  revo- 
lution  taught ;  that  the  youth  are  not 
informed  either  of  its  caufes,  or  of  the  im- 
portant events  which  have  been  its  corife- 
quences  ;  that  they  are  not  made  acquainted 
with  the  names  of  thofe  who,  by  their  coun- 
fels,  their  fervices,  their  blood,*'have,  in  the 
midft  of  fo  many  dangers  and  efpecially  fo 
many  obftacles,  erefted  or  fupported  that 
independence  which  the  country  now  en- 
joys. This,  neverthelcfs,  would  be  the  mofl 
efFedtual  mode  of  perpetuating  in  the  breads 
of  the  rifing  generation  the  love  of  liberty, 
which,  among  a  free  people  and  particularly 
a  people  recently  become  free,  is  the  grand 
bafis  of  public,  and  one  of  the  principal  bafes 
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« 

of  private,  morality.     But  the  love  of  liberty 
is  feebly  felt  in  the  towns  :  and  it  is  the  in- 
habicants  of  the  tov^^ns,  or  thofe  whofe  chief 
concerns  are   centred    in    the    towns,    who 
compofe  the  legiflatures,  hold  all  the  public 
offices,  and  have  a  general  influence  over  the 
government.    The  love  of  gain  is  the  paffion 
tvhich    predominates    over   every  other ;    it 
prevents  the  mind  from  indulging  in  more 
liberal  conceptions:  and  if  any  man   were 
to  fuggeft  to  them  the  idea  of  a  courfe  of  in- 
flruftion  fo  beneficial  to  the  caufe  of  liberty^ 
their  calculations  would  no  doubt  impel  them 
to  rejeft   it :  for   that    kind   of  indrui^on 
ivould,  by  the  remembrance  which  it  would 
preferve  of  pad:  events,  ftill  tend  to  fofter  in 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  an  unfavourable 
difpofition  toward  England  ;  and  it  is  from 
England  chiefly  that  thofe  gentlemen  expe6k 
the  means  of  making  their  fortunes. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  apathy  for  liberty  and 
of  propenfity  to  England  procraftinates  the 
erection  of  the  intended  monuments  in  the 
different  places  where  the  arms  of  America 
gained  important  advantages  over  thofe  of 
Britain.     Never thclefs  the  bulk  of  the  na^ 

tion. 
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tion,  •  all  thofe  who  are  not  inhabitants  of 
the  towns,  are  proud,  and  even  jealous,  of 
their  liberty.  I  fhall  in  another  place  have 
occafioa  to  fpeak  with  greater  particulariiy 
of  this  flate  of  thmgs,  and  of  its  confequenccs. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

There  are  no  flaves  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Maflachufetts  ;  ^and  this  is  the  only  ftatc 
in  the  Union  that  is  entirely  exerhpt  froni 
the  difgrape  of  flavery.  It  is  not  uninte- 
refting  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  abolifhed. 

No  antecedent  law  of  New-England  had 
pofitively  aflerted  the  exiftence  of  flavery, 
which  neverthelefs  prevailed  under  the 
fan6tion  of  cuflom  and  public  opinion.  Se- 
veral laws  indeed  feemed  to  prefuppofc  it, 
inafmuch  as  they  authorized  the  reclaim- 
ing of  negroes  who  quitted  their  mafters, 
enjoined  the  necefTity  of  reftoring  them,  and 
prohibited  the  intermarriage  of  blacks  with 
free  people.  Still  however  no  law  had  ex- 
prefsly  enacted  the  eftablifliment  of  flavery  ; 
and  feveral  caafes  between  mafl:ers  and  ne- 
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groes  on  fubjeds  relating  to  flavery  had  been 
decided  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

The   new   conftitution   of  Maflachufctts, 
like   thofe  of  all  the  other  ftates,   declared 
an  equality  of  rights  for  all  men*     In  1/81, 
fome  negroes,  prompted  by  private  luggeftion, 
maintained  that  they  were  not  flaves  :    they 
found   advocates,    among   w^hom   was   Mr. 
Sedgwick,  now  a  member  of  the  fenate  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  the  caufe  was  carried 
before  the  fupreme   court.      Their  counlel 
pleaded,   1®.  That  no  antecedent   law    had 
eftablifhed  flavery,  and  that  the  laws  which 
feemed  to  fuppofe  it  were  the  offspring  of 
error  in  the  legiflators,  who  had  no  authority 
to  enadl  them  : — 2®.  That  fuch  laws,  even 
if  they  had  exifted,   were   annulled   by  the 
new  conftitution. 

They  gained  the  caule  under  both  afpe6b  : 
and  the  folution  of  thisfirft  qucftion  that  was 
brought  forward  fet  the  negroes  entirely  at 
liberty,  ^nd  at  the  fame  time  precluded  their 
pretended  owners  fr\?m  all  claim  to  indem- 
nification, fince  they  were  proved  to  have 
pofTcfTed  and  held  them  in  flavery  without 
any  right.    As  there  were  only  few  flaves  in 

MafTachufetts^ 
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Maflachufetts,  the  decifioii  pafled  without 
oppo(ition,  and  banifhed  all  further  idea  of 
flavery. 

Under  fimllar  law$  and  in  finciila.r  circumr 
fiances,  different  deciftons  were  giypn  iu 
Connedicut,  Rhode-lllandy  and  even  New?- 
Han)pfhirc.  But  the  profperity  and  tran- 
quillity of  Maflachufetts,  which  has  expe- 
rienced no  difagreeable  confequenccs  from 
that  general  liberty,  will,  to  the  eyes  of  every 
rational  and  benevolent  obferver,  afford  fuf- 
6cient  ground  for  condemnation  of  the  other 
dates  of  New-England  who  have  not  imi« 
tated  fo  glorious  an  example. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  1778,  the 
general  cenfus  of  MafTachufetts  included 
eighteen  thoufand  flaves,  whereas  the  fub-- 
icqucnt  cenfus  of  1790  exhibits  only  fijf 
thoufand  blacks.  It  appears  from  the  mof); 
minute  information  that  I  have  beeq  able 
tp  acquire,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
emancipated  ncgroe?  went  to  the  towns, 
where,  making  sn  indifcrect  ufe  of  their 
newlv-acquired  liberty,  many  of  them  ad- 
difted  themfelves  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of 
Ibirituous  liquors,  and  died  in  confequence  ; 

Y  4  others 
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Others  engaged  9$  Tailors^  even  on  boafdt 
foreign  ihips^  The  generality  of  thoie  whoi 
have  not  dilappeared  are  fervants  ;  fome  are 
tradefmenji  or  even  farmers  ;  and  9  pretty 
large  number.  If  we  confider  the  bad  edu-» 
cation  of  that  clafa  (Amen  and  the  kabita 
pfflavery*  live  in  the  enjoyment  of. a  com -1 
fortable  independence.  The  individuals  of 
their  colour  have  not  fallen  under  the  huf 
of  juftice  in  any  greater  prppprtio^  thafi  th^ 
whites. 

From  thefe  well-authenticated  fads  refults 
ti  Qor^vincing  proof  that  the  negroes,  as  well 
9s  the  white  men,  ^re  capable  of  living  hqoeft' 
and  free ;  but  that  thofe  nations  which  are 
{o  unfortunate  as  to  poffefs  great  numbers  of 
flaveSj  oughtj  by  fome  previous  education,  to 
prepare  them  for,  and  furnifli  them  with  the 
picans  of  making  an  advantageous  ufe  ofj^ 
^heir  liberty. 

Sjaves  from  other  ftates^  taking  (belter  in 
Maffsichufetts,  may  be  reclaimed.  But  the 
general  fcnfe  of  the  people  is  fb  declfledly  ad- 
verfe  tp  flavery*  that  it  would  be  very  rare 
\{  thofe  fugitive  flaves  did  not  find  nieans  ta 
i^fcape  frpm  theijf  owners'  purfuit. 
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PUBLIC  DEBT, 

That  purt  of  the  debt  of  the  ftate  of 
Maflachufetts  for  which  the  Union  did  not 
undertake  to  be  refponfible  amounted  to  two 
millions  fix:  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thou* 
fand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  la 
17Q4  the  kgiflature  ordered  a  loan  in  which' 
eveiy  kind  of  paper  ifiued  by  the  ftate  was 
receivable*  They  con(bIidated  the  debts  due* 
for  the  pay  of  the  troops  during  the  war  and 
for  the  purchafe  of  provifions,  by  notes  bear<« 
ing  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent:  they  in- 
creafed  the  taxes  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this 
confolidated  debt,  and  provided  that  the  fums 
due  for  ftate  lands  already  fold,  as  well  as  the 
moneys  arifing  from  future  fales,  (hould  be 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  capital. 

The  prefent  debt  of  the  ftate  is  two  mil- 
lions  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars, 
which,  at  five  per  cent,  pay  a  yearly  intereft 
of  a  hundred  and  feventecn  thoufand  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  annual  expences  of 
government  amount  to  one  hundred  a nd| 
\y^Qnty   thoyfafld   doljars.     To  jneet   thcfc 

demands, 
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demands,  the  government  has  an  intereft  of 
thirty  thoufand  dollars  accruing  from  moneys 
depofited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  fifty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
eighteen  dollars  paid  by  the  treafurer  of  the 
Union  as  intereft  on  the  debt  of  the  United 
States.  To  thefe  fums  it  adds  a  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty* 
two  dollars  arifing  from  taxes. 

The  produce  of  the  lales  of  land  belong* 
ing  to  the  flate  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
commiflionersy  to  be  applied  to  the  extinction 
of  the  flate  debt,  of  which  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  have  already  been  redeemed 
in  that  manner.— -The  town  and  county  taxes 

rife  much  more  rapidly  than  thofe  impofed 

•  ...     I  » 

by  the  flate. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES. 

The  flate-taxcs  bear  upon  every  kind  of 
property,  even  upon  uncultivated  lands.  A^ 
new  valuation  of  property  is  to  take  place 
every  ten  years.  With  this  view,  the  afTefTors 
of 'the  different  townfhips  annually  fend  to 

the  fecretary  of  flate  a  fchedule  of  all  terri- 

*  . '.     '         • 

torial 
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torial  property,  with  all  the  details  neceflary 
to  (hew  of  what  nature  it  is,  aiid  in  what 
ftate  of  cuhivation  :  2dlv.  a  ftatcmcnt  o(  all 
the  kinds  of  property,  houfes,  fums  embarked 
in  commerce,  iums  depofited  in  the  banks, 
even  ready  money,  and  furniture  of  every 
kind :  3dly,  a  lift  of  all  the  inhabitants  above 
the  age  of  fixteen  years. 

This  information  refpefting  the  different 
Ipecies  of  property  has  for  its  objeft  the  pro* 
curement  of  as  exa6l  a  knowledge  as  pofiible 
of  the  wealth  and  income  of  the  entire  llate, 
and  a  clue  to  ferve  as  a  guide  in  apportion- 
ing the  taxes  among  the  different  counties 
and  townfhips.  Proprietors  refufing  to  deliver 
in  a  written  lift  of  their  taxable  property  arc 
fobje6l  to  an  arbitrary  valuation  by  the  aflcf- 
fbrs.     The  laft  general  valuation,  made  in 
1792,  exhibited  a  mafs  of  taxable  property 
to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  thirtv- 
feven  thousand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  Maflachufctts  currency,  or  three  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  dollars.     In  this  valua* 
tion  all  fpecies  of  property  are  rated  at  fix 
per  cent  on  their  ^fuppofed  real  value,  except 

uncultivated 
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unculti^vatcd  lauds,  which  are  only  rated  a^ 
two ;  and  by  it  the  taxes  of  the  different 
towiiihips  are  apportioned  in  the  ratjio  of  fo 
much  for  every  thoufand  pouuds,  and  the 
iudi vidua!  quotas  are  regulated  ijx  the  fame 
proportion. 

In  this  apportionment  is  included  the  poll* 
taXi  which  Is  only  a  halfpenny  fbr  each  perfbn 
liable  to  the  tax.  The  number  9^  tbefe  was, 
in  17U2|  found  to  be  a  huiidred -jiod  fix  thou«» 
faiid  one  hpudred  and  fixty-feven.  Tk^  fiat«-> 
trcafurcr  f^nds  to  the  different  towns  a  fchen 
dulc  of  the  fums  to  be  levied  in  each  for  th«t 
vie  of  the  ftate  1  and  the  taxes,  thus  appor-« 
tioncdt  are  to  be  aflelled  on  the  individual 
inhabitants  by  afleiTors  chofen  in  each  town, 
or,  in  default  of  them,  by  the  Sele6l-Men. 
If  the  duty  were  not  performed  by  either,  the 
court  of  jufticcs  of  the  peace  would  appoint 
aflelTors  who  would  alfcfs  on  the  town  guilty 
of  iitch  ncglc6l  an  additional  rate^  from  one 
hundred  dollars  to  three  huodred  and  thirty- 
three  and  two  thirds.  The  afleiTors  chofca 
by  the  towns  receive  four  (hillings  per  day, 
thofe  410m ina ted  by  the  juftices,  ten.  The 
affcflbrs  charge  the  town-cpUedors  with  the 

levying 
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levying  of  thcfc  taxes;  and  the  Ifttter  are 
bound,  withift  a  given  term^  to  pay  the 
amount  into  the  hands  of  the  town-tfeafufer. 
*  If  the  taxes  be  not  paid  within  the  fpace  of 
five  months,  the  ftate-treafiirer  fends  an 
order  to  the  (heriff  to  enforce  payment  by 
ielling  a  fufBcient  quantity  of  the  property 
belonging  to  the  tdwn  in  arrear.  Means 
ard  provided  by  the, law  to  infure  the  col- 
le£lio»^  and  to  punifh  negle£l,  of  whatever 
kind  or  degree,  either  in  the  officers,  or  in  th<i 
perfons  failing  to  make  payment.  The 
general  court  of  jufticei"  of  the  peace  can 
give  rcdrefs  in  cafes  of  over-charge.  The 
cotledlors  are  nominated  by  the  towns:  iii 
defjiult  of  confelors,  the  taxes  are  levied  by 
the  conftables,  or,  in  default  of  conftablcs,  by 
the  fherifF.  The  towns  agree  with  the  col- 
Icdtors  refpeding  the  rate  of  commiflion 
allowed  to  them  for  the  levying  of  the  taxes : 
it  is  five  per  cent  when  the  tax  is  levied  by 
the  (heriff  or  his  deputies,  exclufive  of  the 
incidental  charges  occafioned  by  their  ab- 
sence from  home. 

The  balance  drawn  by  the  commiflioncrs 
appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  between  the 

United 
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United  States  and  the  individual  Aates  makes 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  creditor  to  the 
Union  in  the  fum  of  two  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  one  dollars. 

The  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  is  divided  inta 
leventeen  counties,  and  about  three  hundred 
and  eighty  towns  or  townfhips,  fubjeft  to 
feparate  taxation.  The  taxes,  however^  not- 
withftanding  all  |:he  regulations  of  which  I 
have  fpoken,  are  not  very  pun6lually  paid  in 
MalTachufetts.  Of  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  dollars  impofed  in  June  1794, 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the 
treafury  on  the  firft  of  April  1795,  about 
fourteen  thoufand  were  paid  within  the  term 
prefcribcd — four  thoufand  more  within  the 
enfuing  three  months — feventeen  thoufand 
within  the  next  three  months— -in  three 
months  more,  nineteen  thoufand  —  and 
twenty- two  thoufand  within  the  three  fol- 
lowing months,  that  is  to  fay,  twelve  months, 
after  the  time  prcfcribed  :  finally,  the  re-v 
mainder,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
thoufand  dollars,  was  paid  within  the  next 
quarter  after  the  lapfe  of  the  firft  year* 

POLICE 
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POLICE  AND  LAWS. 

A  law  of  the  ftate  ordains  that  no  inocu- 
lations (hall  take  pface  except  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  eftabliflied  for  that  purpofe.  It  prefcribes 
wife  precautions  in  cafe  the  natural  fmall- 
pox  (hould  break  out  in  any  diftridt  with  a 
certain  degree  of  violence  :  and  although  it 
be,  in  my  opinion,  better  to  encourage  inocu- 
lation by  allowing  perfect  freedom  in  that 
refpcft,  no  blame  can  attach  to  thefe  precau- 
tions, which,  however  ftri6l,  are  very  far 
from  operating  as  the  prohibitory  fyftem  of 
Virginia. 

The  laws  againft  debtors  are  at  once  mild 
and  energetic  :  they  fecure,  as  far  as  poffible, 
the  rights  of  the  creditor. 

The  influence  of  the  clergy  procured  in 
1 794  the  enadment  of  a  law  prohibiting  on 
fundays  every  kind  ofamufement,  walking 
for  pleafure,  travelling,  fifhing,  under  the 
penalty  of  a  coniidcrablc  fine.  The  preamble 
to  this  law  is  a  complete  piece  of  purita- 
nical rant ;  and  its  various  claufes  are  in 
perfeft  unifon  with  the  preamble.      Men  of 

fcnfc. 
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ienfe,  when  Ipokeu  to  refpeding  it,  ac» 
knowledge  its  abfurdity,  but  aflert  that  thb 
new  at^)«  in  Ibperfeding  the  former  laws  oa 
the  fubjcft,  has  removed  a  great  uumber  of 
regulations  ftill  more  abfurd  and  fevere,  and 
that  it  is  a  neceflary  progreilion  to  auothef 
that  will  loon  be  enaf^,  by  which  the  pro- 
hibitions on  fundays  will  be  confined  to  the 
oj>ening  of  (hops  and  public  houies. 

The  legiflature  meanwhile  beftows  its 
attention  on  various  improvements^  roads,  " 
candls,  ufcful  eftablifhments.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  th*it  body  arc  not  very 
enlightened  in  the  fcicnce  of  adminiflratioii 
*— a  deficiency  which  is  common  to  them 
^^ith  all  the  legiflaturcs  of  the  Union,  and 
which  ought  not  to  appear  furprizing  in  a 
CDuntry  yet  fo  new  :  but  they  are  commen*- 
liable  for  the  goodncls  of  their  iliteations, 
their  moral  integrity,  and  their  benevolence. 

'I'he  Icgiflative  body  of  Maflachufetts  has 
not,  like  the  affcmblics  of  fcveral  of  the  other 
ftate's,  been  accufcd  of  corruption  in  money- 
matters:  fomc  of  its  members,  however, 
have  not  efcaped  fufpicion:  and  indeed  the 
manner  in  which  certain  laws  are  carried 

inav 
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may  well  afford  room  for  fuch  furmifes. 
All  the  ads  muft .  be  read  three  times  ia 
each  houfe  before  they  pafs  :  but  the  cafe  is 
different  with  refolutions,  which  require  only 
a  fingle  reading  previous  to  their  acquiring 
the  force  of  laws.  No  article  of  the  confti- 
tution,  no  pofterior  a6l,  has  drawn  the  line 
of  diflin6lion  between  what  (hall  be  prefented 
as  a  law  and  what  may  be  introduced  under 
the  form  of  a  refblution.  Cuftom  indeed 
has  eflablifhed  the  pra6iice  of  bringing  for* 
ward  under  the  fhape  of  laws  t^hatever  con* 
cerns  taxation,  public  inflitutions,  &c.  and 
making  matters  of  inferior  importance,  fuch 
as  private  demands  and  claims,  the  fubje6ls 
of  refolutions. 

But,  as  there  exifls  no  fixed  rule  in  that 
re(pe6l,  it  often  happens  that  objcdls  of  gene- 
ralintercft,  and  materially  important  to  the 
ftate,  are  introduced  in  the  fhape  of  refb- 
lutions  ;  fuch,  for  inflance,  was  the  fale  to 
Robert  Morris  of  the  right  of  pre-emption 
of  a  quantity  of  land  in  MafTachufetts  at  the 
rate  of  five  pence  per  acre,  and  that  of  an 
enormous  trad  in  the  diftrift'  of  Maine  to 
Mr.  Bingham  and  fevcral  others,  alfo  at  a 

Vol.  IIL  Z  very 
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very  low  price.  A  member  of  either  houfe 
can  find  no  difRjuity  in  prefenting  fuch  a 
refblution  at  the  mci.jKw;;:  when  he  finds  him- 
ftrlf  unrcftraincd  by  the  prefence  of  thofe 
from  whom  he  may  apprehend  oppofition, 
and  thus  carrying  it.  It  was  under  fuch 
circumftances  as  thcle  that  fofpicions  arofe 
againft  certain  members  who  at   the   time 

^•^  111 

were  pofleffed  of  influence ;  but   no  proof 

has  been  difcovered  to  confirm  them. 

^^  It  is  aftonifliing  that  every  thing,  whether 

j}early  or  remotely,  conncftcd  with  finance  is 

•  -  ■  ■»  • 

not  invariably  fubje6led  to  three  readings.     It 

*  '  *     •  m  M 

is  true,  the  governor's  fan^ion  i?  required  for 
refolutions,   as  well  as  for  laws  that  have 

■-  .  -  # 

undergone  a  longer  difcuflion  :  but  a  prudent 
governor  would  not  venture  to  pafs  his  ne- 
gative on  a  refolution  of  both  houfes,  unlefs 
he    had    convincing  evidence    of   its  being 

(  ■  I 

ftrongly  prejudicial  to  the  intcrell:  of  the 
Hate. 

In  either  houfe  of  the  legiflature  there  are 
few  influential  members  ;  or  it  may  even  be 
faid  that  there  are  none,  and  that  the  influ- 
ence of  thofc  who  poffefs  a  greater  (hare  of  it 
than  the  others  is  fo  temporary  that  not  oiie 

of 
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bF  them  is  fare  of  carrying  a  motion  when 
he  makes  it.  Thiere  Are  here,  as  elfewhere^ 
preparatory  committees  and  petty  intrigues 
\vhich  are  fometimes  fuccefsful,  but  oftener 
otherwilew 

The  lav/yers  in  Maflachuletts  have  greater 
iftHuence  than  aay  other  body  of  men  on  the 
public  Opinion  ;  and  next  to  theni  the  priefts : 
but  none  of  them  poflefs  more  than  a  mode* 
irate  (hare  of  it:  nor  is  there  to  be  fcfund 
here,  as  in  fcveral  other  ftates,  any  perfbn 
whd,  by  his  own  perfbnal  influence  or  that 
of  his  friends,  is  able  to  govern  the  public 
opinion,  the  deliberations,  the  eleftidns. 
The  intereft,  even  of  thofe  who  f^and  higheft 
in  that  refpeft,  does  not  extend  beyond  their 
own  diftrift. 

The  anti-federal  party,  of  which  fo  much 
is  faid,  and  which  is  branded  with  the  moft 
odious  epithets  that  can  be  devifed,  does  not 
exift  in  Maflachufetts,  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
the  appellatio!!,  more  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States.  This  truth  being  once 
acknowledged  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  anti- 
federalifts  muft,  in  the  eyes  of  every  im- 
partial   obferver,     be  reduced   to   a    fimple 

Z  2  oppofition- 
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oppofition-party,  which,  however,  will  b« 
equally  far  from  pleafing  thofe  who  cannot 
brook  oppo(ition  of  any  kind. 

The  oppofition*party  here  are  labouring 
to  prevent  the  government  from  acquiring 
additional  flrengtb^  becaufe  they  think  the 
executive  branch  is  already  too  ftrong,  and 
efpecially  that  it  aims  at  the  extenfion  of 
its  prerogatives.  They  difcourage  the  afFec-^ 
lion  for  England,  and  entertain  more  fa-> 
vourable  difpofitions  toward  France:  and, 
like  every  other  party  in  the  world,  they  zA 
as  a  party ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  fbmetimes 
exceed  the  bouiuls  of  reafon  and  juftice. 
I  think^  then,  that  the  other  party  do  not 
affed  to  talk  fo  loudly  of  the  bppoiition  with 
any  other  view  than  that  of  acquiring  for 
themfelves  a  greater  number  of  partifans 
and  fupporters  ;  for  they  cannot  ferioufly 
coniider  the  efforts  of  their  opponents  as  an 
obftacle  to  them  in  any  meafure  of  real 
utility.  On  both  fides  are  feen  men  of  great 
virtue,  men  warmly  attached  to  their  country, 
and  animated  by  a  fincere  love  of  good 
order. 

ROADS. 
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ROADS. 

The  roads  Iti  the  flate  of  MafTachufetts  are 
kept  in  repair  at  the  expence  of  the  townr 
(hips  through  which  they  pafs. 

From  this  regulation,  which  at  firft  fight 
appears  fo  equitable,  it  refults  that  in  the  le(s 
opulent  townfliips  the  roads  are  in  bad  re- 
pair, and  thus  the  expence  incurred  by  thofe 
which  are  more  wealthy  does  not  completely 
anfwer  the  intended]  purpofe  of  facilitating 
the  convenience  of  communication.  This 
difadvantage  is  fometimes  renioved  by  grants 
from  the  legidature  to  particular  townfhips 
for  that  obje6l ;  fometimes  alio  by  fubfcrip-* 
tions  raifed  in  the  neighbouring  townihips 
with  the  fame  view,  But  thefe  extraordinary 
aids  are  rare  ;  and  the  invariable  coiifequenoo 
is  that  in  the  poorer  -townlhips  the  roads  arg 
in  worfe  condition, 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  POOR, 

« 

V 

The  poor  are  alfo  relieved  by  taxes  on  the 
tQwnfhips,  which,  like  thof?  for  th?  roads, 

^  3  are 
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are  laid  oa  by  the  ccuiuv-fciiions,  \vhenev< 
the  rates  propoled  by  the  Seie6l-Men  do  not 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  townfliip — an 
event  which  leldom  happens.     But  a  pauper 
is  not  maintained  at  the  public  expence  ex*. 
cept  when  he  has  no  relative  in  a  direct  line 
afcending  or  delcencing,  who  is  capable  of 
iupporting  him.     If  he  had  any,  and  they 
refufed  to  anord  him  a  maintenance,  they 
would  be  compelled   to  it  by  the  feflions. 
Cafes  alfo  occur,  when,  a  relative  in  line 
uireft  not  being  in  fufficiently  ealy  circum^ 
ftances,  the  Selecl-Men  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  him  that  he  fhall  pay  at  leaft  i\ 
part  of  the  annual  fum  neceiTary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  indigent  kinfaian.     Agreements 
of  this  nature  are  made  on  an  amicable  foot- 
ing, and  on  equitable  terms:  no  perfbn  refufes 
to  accede  to  them :  and  if  a  refufal  were 
given,  the  feflion  would  award  the  payment 
of  a  fum  probably  more  confiderable  thau 
that  demanded  by  the  Selcd:-Mcn ;  in  ad- 
dition to  which,  the  family  would  alfo  have 
to  pay  the  cofts  of  fuit.     The  Sele6l-Mcn 
are  bound  to  take  care  that  poor  travellers 
receive  due  afliftance  in  cafe  of  ficknefs. 

The 
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The  Ylate  re-imburfes- to  them  the  expenCtt 
incurred  on  fuch  bccafioiis.  '   ' 


•  ■  I.  *•  ^ 


MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

■  •  =■■.'*.;.* 

Seventy-nine  r^gihftnts  of  infantry,  eleven 
of  cavalryv  andeijg;ht  of  artillery,  compole  the 
nmilitia  of  the  ftateof  MdTachuictts,  and  to- 
gether form  an  aggregate  of  fifty-five  thou- 
(and  men.  Beyond  the  age  of  forty  years  a 
citizen  is  not  fubjed  to  militia^duty ;  but, 
until  fixty,  he  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  in 
urgent  cafes.  Citizens  of  the  latter  defcrip^ 
tion  conftitute  what*  is  called  the  referved 
corps,  which  furniflies  an  additional  force  of 
above  twenty-^five  thoufand  men. 

GENERAL  SPIRIT  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

I  ■ 

Although  the  greater  number  of  the  rich 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  are  merchants,  that 
clafs  is  rtot  here,  as  at  Philadelphia^  the 
predominating  clafs ;  n6r  do  they,  as  at 
Charlcftoii,  hold  the  fecond  rank  in  focietv. 
They  are  pfecifely  what:  they- ought  to  be— • 
they   ftand  on  'a  footing  df  equality-  wfth 

Z  4  their 
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out  of  the  poflcflion  of  thofe  to  wliom  ihef 
had  given  them.     Every  clafs  'ormen,  evert 
watch-makers,  hair-dreflers,  and  mechanics 
of  all  dcfcriptions;  eagerly  ran  after  this  de- 
ception ;  in  which  Bofton  has  funk- afbove' two 
millions  of  dollars.     Some  of  -the  buyers  de- 
clare that  they  will  not  relealc  their  notes^ 
und  have  even  announced  their  intention  in 
the  public  papei^  :  but  this  is  nctliing  more 
than  ?i  menace  refvilting  frooi  anger  and  iiK 
dignation.     The  notes  have, -in  great  parr, 
paifed  into  other  hands :  they  have  been  re- 
ceived by  perfons  wholly  unconne6led  with 
that  fpcculation,   ^nd   who  cannot   be   ex* 
eluded  from  payment  without  a  moft:  c^larins: 
aft  of  injuftice  which  mufl  materially  im- 
pair the  credit  of  thofe  who  originally  gave 
the  notes.     The  courts  of  jullice  moreover 
ivould  decide  againfl:  therh  :  aiiJ  thus,   after 
confiderable  trouble,  thev  muft  at  laft  make 
good  the  payments  and  be  content  to  remain 
dcftitute  of  lands. 

Many  of  the  purchafers,  whofe  notes  were 
not  gone  out  of  the  hands  of  the  venders,  havfc 
pbmpromifed  matters  with  them  by  dif- 
couoting  the  notes  -at  half  their  value,  but  in 

read^ 
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/    " 

ready  mbney,  arid  retaining  their  claim  to 
(he  lands  fo  far  as  the  fellers  can  make  it 
good  :  but  this  amounts  to  a  nullity  :  for  the 
original  agreement  will  never  be  confirmed  ; 
it  being  a  fraudulent  tranfaAion^  and  com- 
prizing millions  of  acres  that  did  not  belong 

« 

to  the  ftate  of  Geor2:ia  which  fold  them. 

ThqS    many  Ipeculators   in    Bofton    and 
other    parts    of   New-England    have    been 
(hither  utterly  ruined  or  at  lead  materially 
injured  in  their  fortunes  by  that  {peculation. 
If  one  could  without  regret  behold  the  ruin 
of  fo  many  hoircft  men  who  fell  viftims  to 
their  own  credulity^  one  might  enjoy  this  diA 
appointment  of  a  fet  of  fpeculatdrs  who  were 
fufficiently  greedy  to  purchafe,  without  exa-^- 
mination,  without  reflection,  and  with  the 
fole  view  of  exorbitant    gains   in   Europe, 
trafts  of  land  at  the  diftance  of  nine  huhdred 
miles   frorin  their   home^  while   their    own 
country  prefented  them  with  more  honour- 
able   and  efpecially  more   fimple  means  of 
acquiring  a  fortune,  or  increafing  that  which 
they  already  pofrcfled,  '    But  it  is  intolerably 
mortifying  to  fee  that  the  four  land-companies 
of  Ge^gw j  who  bear  the  entire  guilt  of  the 

y^iquitous 
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iniquitous  bargain^  are  enriched  by  their 
viliaDv  ;  and  that  their  perfidious  dexterity 
ill  this  train  of  corruption  and  deceit  has  thus 
thrown  ipto  their  hands  feveral  millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  they  neither  have  givea 
nor  are  capable  of  giving  any  equivalent  Co 
thofe  of  whofe  folly  they  have  tal^en  advaur 

tage- 

EXPORTS, 

In  my  journ?il  of  laft  year  I  noticed  thq 
yalue,  for  the  laft  fivp  years,  of  the  exports 
from  the  di^erent  ports  of  Mafiachufett^ 
ivhich  I  had  vifited.  To  thofe  details  I 
now  add  the  total  amount  of  the  exports 
from  the  entire  ftate  during  the  fame  period, 
including  even  that  of  the  prefent  year.  In 
1791,  it  was  two  millions  five  hundred  and 
nineteen  thoyifand  fix  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars— in  1792,  two  millions  eight  hundred 
^nd  eighty-reight  thoufand  one  hundred  an4 
three — in  1793,  fhree  millions  fevcn  hundre4 
and  fifty-fcven  thqufand  three  hundred  an4 
iifty-five — in  1/94,  five  millions  two  hundred 
^nd  ninety^two  thoufand  two  hundred  an4 

fortv^ 
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f6rty-four  —  In  1795,  fevcn  millions  ttW) 
hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eight*— in  17969  nine  miilioQs  nine 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-five. — In  1 787,  the  value 
of  the  exports  from  the  di^erent  ports  of  the 
ilate  ^mounted  to  no  more  than  one  millioa 
five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety^ three  dollars. 

AN  accident; 

Previous  to  my  departure  from  Boiliki 
where  contrary  winds  detained  me  a  week 
longer  than  I  had^propofed  to  flay,  I  efcaped, 
in  common  with  twelve  hundred  other  per- 
fons,  from  a  danger  to  which  it  might  have 
been  expeded  that  a  great  number  of  us 
would  in  all  probability  have  fallen  vifllms. 

A  ^Frenchman  well  flcilled  in  horfeman- 
(hip,  who  had  a  few  weeks  before  arrived  in 
the  town,  erefted  a  circus  for  his  exhibitions. 
The  agility,  the  perfe6lion,  the  gracefulnefs, 
with  which  he  achieved  on  horfeback  feveral 
feats  that  no  man  of  his  profeffion  had  ever 
before  attempted,  together  with  the  richnefs 

and 
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and  taftcful  elegance  of  drcfe  -  <lifplayed  by 
himfelf  and  bis  company,  attracted  to  each 
performance  a  great  number  of  fpcflators^ 
although  tberc  was  another  exhibition  of 
the  fame  nature  in  the  town.  Upward  of 
twelve  hundred  perfons  were  there  afTembled 
on  Monday  the  fifth  of  September,  when 
the  roof — loaded  with  above  a  hundred  boys^ 
who,  notwithftanding  fuch  prohibition  and 
watchfuhicfs  as  could  be  expe61ed  from  the 
impcrfv-61  police  of  the  town,  had  clambered 
up  to  enjoy  the  light  through  the  chinks  left 
between  the  boards — fell  in  fuddenly  at  once 
in  every  part.  As  tFie  boards  which  formed 
that  pyramidal  roof  were  faftened  to  the 
fmall  roofs  that  covered  the  boxes  bv  which 
the  circus  was  furrx)unded,  fome  of  thofe  leffer 
roofs  were  involved  in  its  fall :  but  they  fell 
fucccfiively,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  rather 
to  clol'e  the  boxes  on  the  infide  than  to  crufli 
them.  Not  one  of  the  'number  experienced 
the  latter  fate  :  not  a  fingle  fped:ator  was 
hurt ;  and,  thanks  to  the  extraordinary  calm- 
nefs  difplayed  by  each  individual  during  this 
alarming  incident,  there  was  not  even  any 
thronging  on  the  ftair-cafes  by  -wibjebf 
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chief  part  of  the  fpedators  retired  :  fome  let 
themfelves  down  into  the  area  by  Aiding 
along  the  fallen  roofs ;  others  defcended  from 
a  window.  A  fingle  one  of  the  boys  who 
were  on  the  roof  ftruck  hrs  head  fo  violently 
againfl  a  plank  in  his  fall  that  his  life  was 
for  a  long  time  in  danger.  At  leaft  forty 
others,  who  fell  from  the  fame  height  with 
him,  were  not  even  hurt.  It  is  impoHible 
to  conceive  how  fo  great  an  accident  Ihould 
have  been  attended  with  no  greater  mifchief : 
it  is  one  of  thofe  finsiular  events  which 
might  not  again  occur  with  all  the  fame 
circumftances  during  the  courfe  of  manv 
centuries,. and  in  which  a.  man  is  not  forry 
to  have  been  a  party  concerned,  when  he 
has  fo  fortunately  efcaped  from  the  danger. 

SECOND  VISIT  TO  THOMASTOWN.— 
FURTHER  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

I  went  by  fea  from  Boflon  to  Thomaftown, 
for  the  fecond  time,  on  the  twelfth  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  family   of  General   Knox  is  one  of 

thofe 
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thofe  in  America  to  which  I  am  the  mod: 
warmly  attached.  I  therefore  experienced 
n  fincere  plcafure  on  feeing  myfelf  once 
more  among  them ;  and  the  pleafure  feeoied 
to  be  mutual.  The  general's  fettlement 
alTumes  confiderabic  (lability.  A  part  of  his 
uleful  projefls  begin  t6  be  realized ;  and 
the  popularity  which  he  derives  from  his 
plcufuig  manner  toward  all  thofe  who  have 
any  bufmcfs  to  tranfad  with  him^  as  well  as 
\m  gentle  and  frank  modt  of  proceeding 
with  the  unlicenfed  fettlers  on  his  lands^ 
coniiim  uU  his  profpe6ls  of  fuccefe.  He  is 
bufily  employed  in  clearing  forefts,  making 
liiDc  and  bricksy  ereding  mills,  building 
vclVcls,  improving  his  lands,  and  forming  aii 
rxccUcnt  nurfcry  for  cattle  on  Brigadier 
KluuL 

I  lis  friends  bLime  him  for  expending 
large  fums  of  money:  and  perhaps  it  may 
be  alfcrted  with  truth  that  his  works  coft 
him  more  than,  with  greater  regularity  and 
watchfulnefs,  they  ought  to  coft  him.  But 
he  cannot  himfelfbeftow  that  watchful  atten- 
tion with  the  neccilary  affiduity  ;  he  under- 
takes too  many  things  at  once,  to  be  able 

each 
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each  day  to  mfpeft  them  all  with  fufficicnt 
care,  Trufty  agents,  who  arc  rare  in  every 
country,  are  more  rarely  to  be  found  in 
America  than  elfewhere,  and  ftiU  more  fo 
in.a  country  fo  thinly  inhabited  as  the  diftrift 
of  Maine.  But  this  flight  want  of  order 
and  economy  in  the  general's  undertakings^ 
though  it  will  no  doubt  diminifli  his  profit, 
will  however  not  prevent  it  from  beuig  lliU 
very  confiderable. 

Among  the  direft  profits  of  his  enterprizes 
he  may  reckon  one  of  a  more  important  na- 
ture that  he  will  derive  from  the  increafed 
value  of  lands,  which  will  be  the  confe- 
qucnce  of  that  adlivity  and  thofe  improve- 
ments. 

» 

His  example  excites  and  encourages  ia- 
duftry  in  many  of  his  neighbours,  and  the 
induftry  of  his  neighbours  further  enhances 
the  value  of  his  lands.  Thus  his  calcula-^ 
tions  are  juft :  and  while  he  obfcrves  in  his 
undertakings  all  the  economy  and  regularity 
which  furrounding  circumftances  will  admit, 
he  cannot  incur  the  cenfure  of  any  except 
grqedy  naifers,  or  men  who  have  not  fufficient 

Vol.  III.  A  a  difcern- 
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difcernincnt  to  anticipate  all  the  probable 
confequcnces  of  his  cnterprisxs. 

Timber  has  rifen  in  price  fince  laft  year, 
but  fire*  wood  in  a  higher  proportion  than 
any  other :  the  cord  of  the  latter  was  fiiM 
lafl  year  for  a  dollar  at  the  water-fide ;  it  is 
now  at  a  dollar  and  half;  and  there  is  not 
found  a  fiifficiency  for  the  iupply  of  Bofton, 
where  the  price  is  at  prefent  five  dollars,  and 
will  be  from  fcvcii  to  nine  within  two 
months. 

/  Lime  has  fallen  in  price  in  confequence  of 
the  number  of  kilns  that  have  been  erefted* 
The  barrel  of  fifty  gallons  was  laft  year  fold 
for  ten  fhillings  and  nine  pence ;  at  prefent 
the  price  is  from  eight  to  nine  fhillings. 

Hay  has  rifen  one  tenth,  but  merely  on 
account  of  the  drought  of  the  feafon. 

The  price  of  cattle,  however,  has  rifea 
i)ne  fevcnth  :  a  circumftance  which  indicates 
fomc  little  incrcafc  of  wealth  in  the  country^ 

The  number  of  veflels  now  on  the  flocks 
is  alfo  more  confiderable.  In  Saint-Georsre's 
River  alone,  eleven  have  been  built  fince  laft 
year.     The  price  of  the  workmanfhip  ha^ 

likevriib 
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likcwifc  rifch  frotn  three  to  five  dollars  pe^ 
ton :  the  carpettter,  who  was  paid  ten  dollars 
per  faoBth  bft  ydar,  now  receives  eleven. 
'  But  thefe  ly mptoms  of  iticreaflng  wealth, 
together  wkTi  the  augmentatioii  in  the  pric^ 
t)f  lands^  are  obfervable  only  on  the  fea-coa(l 
or  the  borders  of  navigable  rivers,  lirid  in  the} 
thick-fettled  parts  of  the  country^ 

The  number  of  new  inhabitants  is  by  no 
ineans  confiderabte :  and  every  thing  that  I 
(tt  and  hear  at  prefent  ftill  further  confirm? 
ibt  in  the  opinion  I  laft  year  entertained 
(hat  immigration  to  this  country  cannot  takd 
place  to  any  great  extent  uulefs  it  be  excited 
b;Jr  {towerfiil  inducements,  by  great  eftablifti- 
iattitSy  by  large  and  judicious  expenditures 
on  the  part  of  the  great  lahd-hoWers  who 
are  interefted  in  encoufaging  thofe  new  fct- 
tlements. 

Tlie  attra6!ioni  of  the  country,  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil,  would  not  alone  be  fuflScient 
to  invite  n*w  fettlers:  and  th*  dift/itft  6f 
Miine  will  yet  long  cofttinue  in  many  parts 
^  dfefert,  untefe,  by  a  fucceffion  of  means  duly 
s^pted  t<>  all  the  circumftances,  its  popula- 
tion be  accekfat'ed  arid  multiplied  beyond 

A  a  2  the 


956  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

the  extent  of  its  natural  means  and  of  the 
annual  iacreafe  it  derives  from  immigrations* 
Thofe    gentlemen   who   Ipeculate  upon 
'Change  do  not  enter  into  all  thefe  calcula- 
tions.    They  prefer  the  certain  proipedl  of 
two  or   three  per   cent  per  month  to  the 
probability  of  doubling  or  decupling  their 
fortune  by  expences  which  would  for  a  while 
divert'  a  part  of  their  ca(h  from  thofe  {pecu- 
lations :  and  they  expert  from .  the  unaided 
operation  of  time  an  increafc  in  the  value  of 
their  lands,  which,    however,  will  not  by 
that  (low  procefs  ever  take  place  in  thofe 
northern  countries. 

Such  is  faid  to  be  the  plan  intended  to  be 
purfued  by  Mr.  Bingham,  who,  after  having 
fold  to  Mr.  Baring  for  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
fterlingone  half  of  the  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand acres  of  land  which  he  poflefles  at  the 
head  of  Penobfcot- River,  continues  to  hold 
the  entire  tradl  in  conjunftion  with  him  as 
partner  upon  equal  terms.  He  befides  owns 
three  millions  more  of  acres  in  other  parts 
of  the  diftrift  of  Maine.  So  much  the  worfe 
for  him.  He  is  not  or  at  leaft  he  cannot 
long  be   certain  of  quietly  keeping  in  his 

hands 
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hands. fuch  extcnfive  trafts  of  land:  and  Mr. 
Bingham's'  popularity  will  not  fcrcen  him 
from  the  iiiconvcnierices  which,  in  a  country 
like  this,  may  attend  the  poffeffion  of  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  foil  kept  idle  and  unproduc- 
tive in  the  hope  faf  an  exorbitant  gain. 
-     If  "great  and  judicious  difburfements  were 

_         •    ■  • 

laft  year  neceffary,  as  I  think  they  were,  to 
create  a  demdild  for,  and  confequently  to 
ehhance  the  value  of,  thofe  immenfc  tra^ 
•  of-  land  engroffed  by  a  few  rith  proprietors, 
the  neceffity  has  this  year  derived  additional 
urgency  from  the  treaty  with  Spain,  which, 
by'  throwing  open  the  navigation  of  the 
Miffifippi,  excites  a  predileftion  in  favour  of 
the  weftern  lands,  and  fo  far  diminifhes  that 
which  might  have  been  entertained  for  thofe 
of  the  diftrift  of  Maine.  The  lands  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  their  great  produce  of 
timber,  will  yet  farther  fink  in  value,  if 
Spain  cedes  to  France  the  poffeflion  of 
Louifiana,  which,  in  the  hands  of  an  adtive 
and  indufl-rious  nation,  will  furnifh  the  means 
of  vending  a  much  larger  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, befides  holding  out  to  new  fettlers  the 
allurement  of  a  milder  climate  in  addition 

A  a  3  to 


958  T& ATEL6  THEO069 

to  that  ci  excellent  lands  which  w*dl  ao 
4pubt  long  cpfittuue  at  a  much  lower  price 
than  thofe  of  the  diftrid  of  Maine. 

Spain  can  herfelf  create  the  fame  adyai)- 
tages  as  France  could  in  Louifiana/  if  flie 
choofes  to  retain  it  in  her  own  pofleflion.    ]t 
J$  therefore  matter  of  yrgent  ncceffity  that 
the  owners  of  eftates  in  this  part  of  the  Unioii 
.ihould  take  meafures  for  the  fale  of  th^pir 
}ands,  an4  cpnfent  to  make  diA>uriemei|ts 
,  which,  however  heavy  i(i  the  fir^  it^n^^ 
will  be  repaid  to  them  with  ample  intpreft, 
jprpyided  they  be  fbon  apd  judicionfly  mado. 
.Q^herwife  the  fpeculating  proprietors,  will 
experience  fevere  loiTes. 
,    In  the  diArid  of  Maine  the  queAjon  is  ^ 
prefent  agitated,  whetheri  taking  advantage 
of  the  fight  which  it  derives  from  its  popu«- 
lation,  it  fliall  feparate  from  the  corpmon- 
.wealth  of  MafTachufetts,  and  ere£t  itfelf  into 
an  independent  ftate.     Meetings  have  been 
called  on  the  fubjed):,  and  various  petitions 
i^ave  been  drawn  up :  and^  to  determine  the 
queftion  of  feparation,  nothing  more  is  re- 
quired than  to  afccrtain  the  wi(h  of  the  mar 
jority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ilatfi>  who 

wiU 
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will  be  confiilted  next  year.  Their  opinion 
was  already  taken  on  the  fubje£):  four  years 
fince,  and  they  declared  againft  the  meafure. 
It  is  thought  that  on  the  prefent  occaiion  the 
decifion  will  be  different  ;  beqaufe  the  in* 
creafe  of  population  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country  has  augmented  the  number  of 
thofe  who,  not  being  connedted  with  Bofton* 
by  ?ny  ties  of  direft  intereft,  anticipate  none 
but  beneficial  confequences  from  haying  the 
feat  of  their  government  nearer  to  their  own 
hoipes.  But  the  plan  of  feparation  will  ex- 
perience a  powerful  oppofition  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  proprietors  of  thofe  immenfb 
trads  of  land. 

Taxed  as  the  diftri6l  of  Maine  now  is  by 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  it  has  but  a  very 
moderate  burden  of  taxation  to  bear,  becaufe 
it  is  confidered  as  an  infant  province^  as  not 
yet  having  called  forth  into  activity  its  flen- 
der  refources,  and  as  containing  extenfive 
t rafts  of  unprodudive  land  which  the  ftate 
of  Maflachufetts  herfelf  has  recently  fold 
to  the  great  fpeculators  above  mentioned. 
Thofe  vaft  polfeflions  are  therefore  very 
lightly  taxed  at  prefent.    But  the  cafe  will 

A  a  4  be 
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be  different  if  the  diftrid  of  Maine  be  ereded 
into  a  fcparate  ftatc :  for,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  public  expences  will  be  increafed ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  jealoufy  entertained 
by  the  laborious  and  indigent  clafs  of  pro- 
prietors againil  the  poffeflbrs  of  immenfc 
trafts  —  who,  enjoying  opulence  in  other 
ftatcs,  fiiffer  their  lands  in  this  quarter  to 
lie  unimproved,  in  expedation  of  the  time 
when  they  may  be  enabled  to  fell  them  at 
a  higher  rate  to  thofe  fame  petty  proprietors 
-: — will  caufe  a  confiderable  augmentation  in 
the  taxes  on  that  fpccies  of  property.  It  is 
known  that  thofe  lands  have  been  purchafed 
from  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts  at  a  very 
low  price  :  and  the  new  ftate  of  Maine  will 
find  her  advantage  in  augmenting  the  tax 
upon  them,  inafmuch  as  it  will  compel  the 
great  proprietors  to  divide  and  fell  thofe 
lands  without  delay,  and  confequently  will 
iucreafe  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  the 
quantity  of  produce. 

Above  one  half  of  the  diftrift  of  Maine  is 
owned  by  fuch  proprietors ;  the  principal  of 
whom  are — General  Knox  for  the  Waldo- 
patent,  the  Plymouth  company,  the  com- 
pany. 


% 
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pany  of  ttie  twenty  tdwnfliipst  General  Lin*' 
colhVMn'Charles  Vaughah^  and  particularly 

Mr/Bingliatn  who  poflefle^  there  from  three 

. .  i    •     • .  ■ .  ■*  - 

to  four  lAillions  of  acres.    ... 

Tfiefe  limple  i&as'fufficlently  (Hew  what 
great  obftacles  wiUm  qppo(ed  tothe^fbrigui- 
tioii'of  the  aew'  ftate  :.im  thofe  bbfUcles 
will  jjffdbabfy'be  relhoved^  fince  it'  is'a'nii^- 
lure  which  juftice  and  the  intefien'of  the 
ftcobleifemattd.  \  '  '     ''     •-■••;"'•• 

.  ■  •      #  •    . ,  «  -  -   ■      .  ■ 

■  '     -  RiraitN  TO  BOSTOfN.        •   -  ' 


r-        < 


twelve  days  fpetit  at' General  Knco's 
habitation,  I  quitted  the  diftri^  of  Malne^ 
and  returned  by  fea  to  Bdffon. '  I  had  j^ii 
by  land  in  the  preceding  year;  and  hotbhig 
now  rerbained  to  gratify  my  curiofity  in  the' 
courfe  of  fo  long  and'  difficult  a  journt!;^.^ 
The  veflels  that  fail  ftota  the  diftiid  of 
Maine  are  fb  heavily  laden  with  cumbrous 
articles  that  no  (pace  is  left  open  on  the  deck 
beyond  what  is  necef!ary  for  the  mariage- 
ment  of  the  helm  ;  confequently  there  is  no 
pbfiibility  of  walking;  and  a  pailenger  muft 
cither  confiae  himfelf  to  the  cabin  or  fit  on 

the 
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the  cargo.  That  of  the  fcbooner  in  which  I 
failed  was  fifty  cords  of  fire-wood.  Fortu- 
nately  the  weather  was  fine — the  cabin- new 
and  neat — the  mafter,  whofe  name  is  Kpl- 
leran^  a  Vjcry  civil  good-natured  man — and 
my  paffage  of  only  thirty^fix  hours'  durationt 
On  the  day,  preceding  my  arrival  at  ^of^, 
ton,  the  prefideijt's  proclamation  was  rcr 
ceived  there,  in  which  he  announci^s  his  firna 
determination  of  retiring  from  public  |jfei^ 
It  is  in  the  month  of  March  next  that 
the  four  years  of  his  ibcond  prefidency  will 
expire;  and  in  December  of  the  prefent 
year  Xl^o  ele£lions  will  be  held  for  the  chpice 
of  a  perfbn  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
federal  government.  It  was  therefore  time 
that  be  flvould  announce  his  refbli^tion,  which 

■a  * 

I  cannot  otherwife  confider  than  as  a  ferious 
misfqrtune  £pr  the  United  States :  for  the 
office  of  prefident  is  not  fq  well  provided  with 
the  means  of  execution  as  not  to  require  fbmc 
acceflion  of  ftrength  from  the  popularity  of 
the  man  who  holds  it,  %ud  from  the  con^ 
fidence  repofed  in  him  by  his  fellow- citizexas. 
Now,  in  all  the  United  States,  no  individual 
poffefles  fo  many  claims  to  the  general  conr 

fidence 
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/idence  as  George  Waihingtont  nor  does  any 
individual  enjoy  it  in  fb  high  a  degree. 

Tha;  pfoc}^raation  of  the  pre(id^nt»  be* 
fides  whajt  r^I^tea  to  his  re(ignation»  contains 
alio  political  counfels  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stf^^s;— ^No  n^aa  entertains  ^  hig^^r 
reipe^t  than  I  do  for;  the  prefideat's  m^^rit 
jind  virtues  f :  npne  is  mioyrf  iirmiy  convinced 
thai;  the  i9le  .obje6^^  of  his  condu£k  has  in* 
vari^iy^  befa  ;the  good  of  l^is  country ;  bu( 
when  a  ^lau  i3  a  native  of  France^  he  muft 
have  that  opinion  eftaiblifHcd  on  rerj  Arong 
grounds  indeed^  if  ^.do.  not^  in  pne  part  of 
the  proclamation,  difcoyer  a  marked  anti- 
pathy to  France,  and  a  predilpdion  for  £ng* 
land,  ^yhich.befu'  a.  much  ftronger  refem« 
blance  to  pfirty-fpirit  than  to  the  fpirit  of 
juftice,  or  even,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  to 
found  policy.  Ido not  n^ean  that  any  blame 
can  attach  to  him  for  the  advice  ^ich  he 

•       -  ■  ■ 

gives  to  his  countrymen  not  to  become  de- 
pendent on  any  other  nation  :  but  it  appears 
that  this  counfely  delivered  fimply  and  in 
general  terms,  would  preferve  all  its  force, 
its  propriety,  its  juftice  ;  whereas,  oflFered  as 
it  is  in  fucb  an>ple  extent,  and  with  the 

charadtefs 
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the  chara£lers  which  accompany  its  develop* 
menty  one  cannot  be  furprized  that  the  pre* 
iident's  enemies  find  in  it-  a  iiibjeS  for  cen- 
fiire  :  and  among  thofe  who  efteem  and  re* 
iped  his  virtues  without  feeling  the  influence 
of  party-lpirit,  there  arc  few,  I'  believe,  who 
would  not  have  wifhed  that  this  over-long 
article  had  been  treated  in  a  different  man« 
ner.  Even  the  other  parts  of  the  procla- 
mation, which  are  not  liable  to  the  reproach 
of  impropriety  or  party  fpirit,  are  juftly  taixa- 
ble  with  difRifenefs  and  unneceflary  length. 
AH  the  principles  indeed  are  true,  and  the 
couhfels  good:  but  they  would  have  been 
equally  fo,  and  would  have  appeared  more 
fo^  if  they  had  been  delivered  with  concife- 
nels  and  fimplicity.  I  have  further  heard  it 
obferved  tbat  the  advices  contained  in  that 
proclamation  are  unfcalbnably  given.  It  is 
(fay  th5fe  who  cenfure  it)  in  vacating  the 
chair  after  the  expiration  of  his  term,  that 
his  adieux  would  have  come  at  their  pro- 
per time :  but  they  are  premature  when  the 
man  who  thus  takes  his  leave  of  the  public 
has  yet  fix  months  to  exercife  his  fundions. 
That  proclamation,  as  may  rcafonably  be 

expeded, 
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expe6led9  meets  with  admirers  who  extol  the 
very  parts  which  moft  defer ve  cenfure,  as 
well  as  ^enfurers  who  condemn  in  it  what 
is  entitled  to  nought  but  praife. 

This  resignation  of  the  prefident,  which 
was  doubted  through  all  America  a  fort-* 
night  ago,  feems  however  to  produce  no 
^nfation  at  Bofton ;  it  engroiles  no  greater 
ihare  of  the  general  attention  than  any  other 
article  of  intelligence;  and  after  the  firft 
day  it  ceafed  to  be  a  topic  of  converiation* 
The  defeds  and  the  merits  of  the  proclama- 
tion are  equally  buried  in  filenbe.  Does  this 
indifference  with  which  fo  important  an  event 
is  viewed  at  Bofton  arife  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  people^s  minds  being  wholly 
cngrofled  by  intcrefted  purfuits,  fb  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  any  other  objed  ?  or  is  it  the 
offspring  of  conftitutional  apathy  ?  Thefe 
are  queflions  which  I  (hall  be  better  able  to 
determine  when  1  have  feen  a  greater  num«- 
ber  of  people  and  vifited  different  places. 
In  the  mean  time  I  am  not  the  lefs  fur-, 
prized  at  what  I  here  obferve. 

During  my  ihort  abfence  from  Bofton^  a 
fever,  in  which  the  phyficians  who.  were 

confulted 
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cooiiilted  dileofVtercd  the  cbanacrifiici  of  tbe 
jdknf  fever,  broke  oul  in  a  dofe  oanroir 
pBit  of  the  town  enjoying  little  eiredaticxi 
bf  aur,  and  inhabited  bjr  podr  ^unifies.  Al» 
moft  every  one  who  was  attacked  by  it  died 
within  three  days;  and  thofe  who  afipraadied 
the  fick.  caught  the  infedidn.  A  hint  of  tlM 
danger  of  thb  contapon,  pradently  (iiggeft^- 
ed  CO  the  Sekd^Mcn^  though  withont  pfo- 
nooncing  the  name  of  ^^  yeHow  fc?er/*  wai 
]tf odoAive  of  the  fiduf  ary  meafure  of  caufiag 
the  families  who  either  w«re  themfelvds 
afiaally  infeded  or  had  had  communicatioii 
with  tboie  who  were^  to  be  removod  frani 
the  town,  their  beds  to  be  burned^  and  tbcir 
houies  purified  and  faffered  to  ftand  emj^^ 
without  alarming  any  one  with  a  nama 
which  carries  terror  with  it  through  every 
part  of  America.  In  coniequence  of  thelo 
precautions  the  di^eafe  di&ppeared.  Few 
of  the  fick  peribos  who  were  removed  felt 
vi£i:im8  to  it ;  no  individus^  of  tfieir  families^ 
caught  the  iafedioni ;  and  Boiloiiy  which  loft 
by  this  fever  eighe  or  ten  of  its  inhabitants^ 
now  enjoys  perftd  lalubrif^^r 

Th^  for tifictfiioAs  .of  Cstfftk-MlaMd  tm^ 

fince 
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fince  liaft  'year  been  put  into  fomewhat  better 
condition.  The  parapet^  mre  raifed,  and 
within  their  inclofure  are  placed  a  fcore  of 
cannons^  forty-tWo-^tmdefs,  taken  from  the 
Englifh  daring  the  taft  war.  Tbefe  cannofit 
are  mounted  on  coaft-carriae^es,  in  a  kind 
of  imxCation  of  our  Freiteh  coaft-batteries  fb 
ikilfully  contrived  by  Monfieur  de  Gribeau* 
val ;  but  the  imitation  is  very  ioftperfed  : 
the  carriages  are  lieavy  and  clumfily  Made ; 
the  pktforms  are  deficient  in  fbfidity,  and 
the  p^pets  fo  little  elevated  that  aH  tht 
ineh  f^fvirig  the  pieces  would  remain  expofed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy'^s  fbips  that  mi^ 
attempt  to  enter.  It  is  at  the  expenee  of 
the  cbmtnonwealth  of  MafBicfauietts  that 
Caftle-Ifland  has  been  put  into  tliis^  P^tJ 
ftate  of  defence,  which  is  perhaps  fomewhat 
worfe  than  nothing,  fince  it  is  iiKapable  of 
anfwering  afiy  good  pufpofe,  and  at  tht 
fame  tiihe  infpirds  a  Vain  cohfid6nce.  Th6 
legiflature  have  pofitively  rcfufcd  to  cede  this 
ifltand  to  the  general  government,  which^  as 
I  have  obftrved  in  tht  journal  of  my  firft 
t6iit,  had  allotted  f^nAi  to  |mt  ie  into  a  ftdtd 
df6Qidptetftd<afi^ 
\ ;' '  PORTS- 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

In  going  to  Portfmouth  I  went  over  the 
fame  ground  that  I  had  travelled  laft  year 
in  coming  from  it. 

The  fever  which  carried  ofF  during  this 
fummer  about  forty  perfons  at  Newbury- 
Port,  has  now  fubfided. 

Epidemic  difeafes  generally  ceafe  in  every 
part  of  America  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cold  weather.     The  malady  at  New- 
bury-Port  had,  according  to  the  affertion  of 
the  phyficians,  the  charafteriftics  of  the  yel- 
low fever :  but,  fince  the  ravages  caufed  by 
that  diftemper  at  Philadelphia  three  years 
ago,  the  appellation  is  too  lightly  beftowed 
on  all  epidemic  bilious  fevers,  which,  it  muil 
be  owned,  poffcfs  on  this  continent  a  con- 
fiderable   degree  of  malignity,  and   in  the 
treatment  of  which  the  phyficians  do  not 
feem  to  difplay  much  IkilL 

Although  thefe  fevers  have  hitherto  bco|ciB|i 

^'  ••■>••>/•• 

out  only  in  the  fea-ports,  many 
do  not  now,  as  in  the  begL 
imported  from  the  W 
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ctWe  them;  lika>  almod:  all  other  epidemic 
dileafes,  to  have  originated  in  the  country. 
That  which  prevailed  at  Newbury  had  its 
principal  focus  in  a  quarter  contiguous  to 
the  port ;  but  it  aWb  Tpread  to  fevcral  other 
parts  of  the  town.  It  was  not  very  de* 
ftruQive,  fince  in  three  months  it  carried 
off  only  about  forty  perfons  from  a  popula- 
tion of  five  thouland  inhabitants.  The  phy* 
licians  aflert,  that,  notwithftanding  the  ra* 
vages  of  that  diforder,  fewer  peribns  have 
fallen  viflims  this  year  at  Newbury-Port 
than  ufually  die  at  the  fame  feafon,  which  is 
always  fickly  in  a  greater  or  lelfer  degree. 
If  this  aflertion  be  well  founded,  the  fadt 
muft  be  confidered  as  extraordinary. 

CONSTITUTION,   LAWS,    AND    COM- 
MERCE, OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

During  fix  days  which  I  fpent  at  Poftf- 
inouthf  I  procured  fome  infornlation  refpe£t- 
ing  the  ftate  of  New-Hamp(hirc,  which  the 
Ihortnels  of  my  ftay  there  laft  year  had.  not 
allowed  me  to  acquire. 

be  new  conlUtution  of  this  /late,  framed 
III.  B  b  ia 
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in  I782»  underwent  a  revi^oD  in  1702>    la 
its  principal  features  it  refembles  thofe  of  . 
all  the  other  flates.    Here  toUows  a  ihort 
abftradofit. 

AU  the  public  fuodionaries,  except  thofe 
of  the  judkial  departoienty  are  cledcd  oofy 
for  one  year. 

The  eledors  for  all  ofBces  are  the  iame  $ 
and  the  only  conditions  required  to  ^uaUfy 
an  elector  are  the  payment  of  a  tax^  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  profcffioa 
of  the  proteAant  religion. .  This  laft  m* 
tolerant  condition,  which  is  iaid  to  have  ex- 
perienced great  oppcditioQ  as  well  ia  the 
original  formation  of  the  couilitution  in  1 782 
as  in  its  revifion  in  1792,  is  required  fw  ajl 
the  offices  in  the  ftate. 

The  feuators  are  eledcd  by  diftrids;  and 
for  this  purpofe  an  imaginary  divifion  has 
been  made  of  the  flate  into  twelve  diftri& 
nearly  equal  in  point  of  t^Mton.[-.  Xhc 
fcnatnrs  are  twelve  in  number,  and.tiboel* 
from  their  own  body  a  prciident,  who  per- 
forms tlie  funftiona  of  lieutenant-governor 


viienever  orcafioii  fo 


requir 


.  Tbc  iegiiUiUfie  can  alter  the  boundaries 

ofj 
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of  the  diftrids  accordins:  to  the  changes 
which  may  take  place  ia  their  relative 
wealth. 

The  qualifications  for  eligibility  asa  fena- 
tor  are,  that  the  candidate  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  have  refided  in  the  ftate 
during  {even  years,  and  during  one  year  in 
the  diftrift  where  he  is  chofeu,  and  that  he 
poffefs  a  landed  property  to  the  anaount  of 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  reprefcntatives  muft  be  at  leaft  one 

and  twenty  years  old,  have  refided  in  the 

ftate  during  two  years,  be  at  the  tinoe  of 

their  election  inhabitants  of  the  townlhip 

by  which  they  are  chofen,  and  pofTeis  an 

eftate  of  four  hundred  dollars,  of  which  two 

hundred  muA  be  in  landed  property  in  their 

own  right. 

'  Each  town  or  pari(h  containing  a  hundred 

and  fifty  inhabitants  who  pay  taxes  fends 

one  reprefentative,  and  an  additional  one  for 

every  throe  hundred  and  fifty  more.     Such 

pariihes  as  do  not  come  up  xo  the  former 

number  are  joined  together  or  united  with 

others  that  are  more  populous,  according  to 

k)cai  circumilances. 

Bb2  The 
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The  iame  conditions  which  qaalify  for  a 
feat  in  the  fenatc  are  fuflicieut  qualificatioas 
for  the  office  of  governor ;  with  only  this  • 
dtfTerence,  that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  the  pof- 
fcHion  of  an  elUte  of  two  thoufand  dollars  is 
required.  The  governor  is  clefled  by  town- 
fltips,  and  muft  have  an  abfolute  majority 
of  votes  :  in  caic  none  of  the  candidates 
fhould  have  fuch  majority,  the  two  houles 
of  the  Icgiflature  eleA  by  ballot  one  of  the. 
two  who  have  had  the  greatefl  number  of 
fuffrages. 

The  Aate  is  divided  into  five  counties, 
each  of  which  ele£ls  in  the  fame  manner  a 
member  of  the  executive  council. 

The  power  and  the  functions  of  the  two 
houfes  arc  the  fame  as  in  the  other  ftates. 

The  governor  has  a  right  to  rcfule  his 
lignaturc  to  bills  which  have  pafTed  through 
both  houfes :  but  he  is  bound  to  do  it  within 
five  days  after  they  have  been  prefented  to 
him;  and,  after  his  refufal,  a  majority  of  two 
thirds  in  each  houfe  can  compel  him  to  affix 
his  (ignature.  He  nominates  the  judges,  the. 
fheritFs,  the  general  officers,  the  militia  ilaff;-. 
he  is  commaiittcr  in  chief  of  tlie  troops,  ant^J 
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can  grant  pardons ;  but  all  this  imift  be  done 
by  the  advice  of  his  council.  In  cafes  of  no- 
mination, the  governor  and  they  have  the 
power  of  a  mutual  negative  over  each  other. 
-*— The  judges  are  appointed  during  good  be- 
haviour ;  but  none  of  their  number  can  re- 
main in  office  after  the  age  of  feventy  years. 

The  legillature  of  New-Hampfliire  fits 
twice  a  year. 

In  their  laft  feffion  the  legiflature  have  re- 
gulated the  mode  of  choofing  the  fix  electors 
who  are  to  vote  for  a  prefident  and  vice- 
prefident  of  the  United  States.  Thofe  elec- 
tors are  to  be  appointed,  in  like  manner  as 
the  governor  of  the  ftate,  by  the  eleftors  of 
each  townlhip.  The  votes  are  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  Seleft-Men  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate  :  they  are  next  to  be  examined  by  both 
houfes  of  the  legiflature,  who  will  then  de- 
clare the  fix  eleflors.  The  peribns  thus 
chofen  are  to  meet  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in 
December. 

The  laws  of  New-Hampftiire  allow  the 
utmoft  latitude  of  teftamentary  devife  :  but 
\a  cafes  of  inteftacy  one  third  of  the  property 
It  afljgned  to  the  furviving  huibaud  or  wife, 

B  b  3  and 
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and  the  remainder  divided  in  equal  portions 
amons:  the  children. 

The  crinDinal  code,  which  is  only  a  miti- 
gation of  the  Englifti  code,  ftill  inflifts  the 
puniftimcnt  of  death  in  numerous  cafesi* 
Whipping  and  the  pillory  arc  the  fccond 
gradation  of  puniihment,  and  are  appointed 
for  a  vtry  confiderable  number  of  offences. 
In  many  cafes  the  corporal  punifliment  may 
be  avoided  on  payment  of  a  fine.  Stealers 
of  horfes  or  other  cattle,  after  having  iiood 
cxpofed  in  the  pillory,  are  marked  in  the  face 
with  leveral  black  lines  which  time  alone 
can  obliterate.  Thieves  of  every  other  kind 
are  condemned  to  the  fame  punifliment  in 
cafe  of  a  repetition  of  their  crime. 

The  law  refpedling  Sunday,  lefs  tiriftured 
with  puerile  fuperftition  than  that  of  Mafla- 
chufetts,  confines  its  prohibitions  to  bodily 
labour  and  amufements. 

The  finances  of  the  ftate  are  in  good  or- 
der. At  the  conclufion  of  the  war  its  gene- 
ral debt  amounted  to  about  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  of  which  three  hundred 
thoufand  have  been  affumed  by  the  Union, 

which  allows  for  them/iM:eUa¥liepe,'aain«. 

•  ■  ^ 
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tcreft  of  fix  per  cent  until  they  be  rcim- 
burfed.  The  other  two  hundred  thoufand, 
'that  renniained  as  a  debt  on  the  ftate,  have 
been  paid  off  by  fales  of  laud  and  other  fpe- 
cial  nieans  ;  New-Ha'mpfhire  has  at  prefent 
in  hand  a  fund  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  pai^t  in  fecurities  of  the 
United  States,  part  in  the  bank/ 

*rhe  commiffionefs  appointed  to  fettle  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  ftates  have  declared  New-Hamp- 
Ihirc  creditor  in  the  fum  of  levcnty-fivd 
thoufand   and    fixty-five  dollars. — ^The   ex-' 

4 

pcnces  of  the  government  are  ordinarily 
about  twenty -eight  thoufand  fix  hundred 
dollars  :  they  are  fometimes  higher  accord- 
ing to  circumftances.  In  that  llim  are  not 
included  the  purchafes  of  arms  and  ammu-^ 
nition  required  to  furnifh  the  magazines  to 
the  extent  prefcribed  by  the  law. 

Slavery  is  not  abolilhed  here  by  an  exprefs 
law,  as  in  Maffacbufetts.  The  firft  article 
of  the  New-Hampftiire  declaration  of  rights 
pronounces  that  all  men  are  born  equal  and 
iadepe&dent :  but  private  intercft  has  fug- 
JitAed  an  iAtftrpretation  of  that  article  which 

B  b  4  reflridls 


976  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

rcftri^ls  its  benefits  to  thofc  bora  after  the 
promulgation  of  the  conftitution.  There 
arc  however  no  fales  of  {laves :  the  public 
authority  is  not  exerted  for  the  feizurc  of 
thofe  who  run  away ;  and  the  few  flaves 
who  are  in  the  ftate  arc  in  all  refpefts  treat- 
^  on  the  fame  footing  with  other  fervants. 
Their  children  are  educated  at  the  fame 
fchools.  The  real  evil,  therefore,  the  de- 
gradation, of  fla  very,  does  not  exift  in  New- 
Hampfliire;  and  the  name  of  flave  is  hardly 
Known  in  the  ilatc.  No  better  plan  could  be 
adopted  by  a  people  who  ftopped  ihort  of 
total  emancipation. 

For  fome  years  back  the  ftate  has  im- 
pofcd  no  taxes.  .  The  legiflature  neverthe* 
lefs  make  it  a  rtjle  to  exercife  occafionally 
the  right  of  taxation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  the  inhabitants  accuftomed  to  fuch 
contributions,  and  alfo  of  increafing  the  pub- 
lic refources.  The  laft  fum  demanded  was 
twenty^four  thoufand  dollars.  Lands,  mova- 
ble property,  cattle,  even  money  in  the 
funds,  arc  fubjc6t  to  the  tax :  and  the  fcale 
pf  proportion  between  the  different  articles 
taxed  by  the  ftate  ferves  as  a  bafis  for  all 

the 
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the  county  and  towa  rates,  which,  though 
more  confidcrable  than  thofe  impofcd  by  the 
ilate,  are  yet  very  light. 

In  the  general  affeffmcnt  of  the  taxes, 
each  county,  and  each  townfhip  in  each 
county,  has  its  particular  quota  aiTigned  to  it 
by  the  law,  which  may  however  vary  ia 
confequcnce  of  any  important  changes  tak- 
ing place  in  the  wealth  of  thofe  townlhips  or 
counties. 

The  mode  of  aflefling  and  levying  the 
taxes  is  nearly  the  fame  in  New-Ham pjSiirc 
as  in  Maflfachufetts.  The  valuation  of  all 
taxable  property  is  to  be  made  every  fifth 
year  at  fartheft.  The  poll-tax,  to  which  all 
men  from  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  that 
of  feventy  are  fubje6l,  is  eight  fliillings  per 
he^d.  The  total  annual  amount  of  taxable 
property,  according  to  the  laft  valuation 
made  in  1794,  is  forty-two  thoufand  and 
ninety  pounds,  or  a  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
fand three  hundred  dollars.  The  poll-tax 
payable  by  twenty-eight  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  inhabitants  makes  a  part 
of  that  fum.  The  Seleft-Mcn  are  the  af- 
ieffors  of  the  taxes  in  the  different  town- 

Ihips  J 
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ihips ;  and  it  is  to  them  that  the  ftate-treA- 
£irer  fends  the  fchedule  of  the  apportioa* 
ment  of  the  taxes.  They  are  in  conic* 
quence .  authorized  to  demand  of  each  in- 
habitant  a  yearly  written  deckration  of  his 
property.  In  cafe  of  deception  in  thofe  de-« 
daratiohSy  the  Seled-Men  aifefs  the  trani^ 
greflor  to  four  times  the  amount  of  the  fum 
at  which  he  was  rated.  The .  inhabitant! 
have  .the  power  of  appointing  the  coUec* 
tofis ;  but  the  appointment  is  generally  left 
to  the  Seled-Men,  who  agree  with  the  in^ 
habitaQts  for  the  expence  of  coUefUon^  which 
is  from  four  to  five  per  cent.  The  taxes 
are  to  be  levied  and  remitted  to  the  treafurer 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year;  and  they 
are  in  general  pundhially  paid.  The  law 
provides  means  for  calling  to  account  the 
Sele6l-Men,  colledlors,  treafurers,  &c.  who 
are  guilty  of  negleift  or  diflionefty. 

The  ftate  debt,  of  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  the  precife  amount,  is  far  from 
confiderable,  and  probably  will  within  a  very 
ihort  period  be  wholly  extinguiflled. 

The  roads,  and  the  finger-pofis  which  tbo 
law  requires  to  be  ercdled^n  them,.»p  ^ 
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in  repair  by  the  townfliips,  that  is  to  fay,  by 
the  perfonal  labour  of  each  inhabitant,  or 
a  pecuniary  commutation  in  its  ftead.  The 
rate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  is  alfo 
a  town  rate.  Several  houfes  are  eftabliflied 
for  their  reception  in  different  parts  of  the 
flate,  and  are  in  general  as  ill  kept  as  fuch 
e(labli(hments  are  every-where  elfc. 

Portfmouth  is  the  only  port  of  entry  in 
the  commonwealth  of  New  -  Hampfliire.— 
Exeter  and  Dover,  fituate  in  the  inner  part 
of  the  lame  bay,  and  to  which  fomc  vellcls 
of  inferior  toimage  go  up,  carry  oh  no  com- 
merce except  through  the  medium  of  Portt* 
imouth,  and  have  no  cuftom-houfe.  The 
exportations  from  Portfmouth  amounted,  in 
i  70O,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  nine  dollars— -in 
i79l>  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five — in  1792,  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty-one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  (ixty-eight — in  1793,  to  one 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  and  eighty- 
three— in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  (eventeen 
—in   1795,  to  two  hundred  and  forty-fix 

thoufand 
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tboulaiid  three  hundred  and  (ixty-foiir— <<nd, 
in  the  firft  fix  months  of  the  prcfent  year 
1 790f  to  two  hundred  and  (ixty-two  tbouiand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-one 

The  confiderable  increafe  in  the  prcfent 

i 

year  was  occafioned  by  the  eztraordinarjr 
circumilance  of  feveral  (hips  coming  from 
the  Weft* Indies,  which,  though  configned 
to  other  ports,  were  obliged  to  dilcharge 
their  cargoes  here«  The  produce  of  the 
cuftom«houfe  duties  on  imported  articles 
amounted,  in  1 700,  to  fizteen  thoufand  five 
huiulred  and  ieventy-nine  dollars — ^in  1791, 
to  thirty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-four— in  1792,  to  forty-five  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine — in  1793,  to 
iifty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight — in  1794,  to  fifty-one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  three — and,  in  1795,  to  fifty- 
nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 
The  principal  articles  of  thofe  importations 
are  the  produdtions  of  the  Weft-India  iflands 
—wine,  foap,  oil,  and  hemp,  from  Europe— 
and  manufadured  goods.  It  is  with  the 
French  iflands  that  New-Hamp(hire  carries 
on  the  chief  part  of  her  Weft-India  trade, 

and 
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and  With  Holland  and  Germany  of  her  Eu« 
ropean.  It  is  moft  commonly  through  the 
medium  of  Bofton  that  fhc  receives  her  fup- 
plies  of  Britifh  goods.  The  veffels  belong- 
ing to  Portfmouth  that  viiit  England,  feldom 
touch  there  except  on  their  return  from  Ger- 
many. 

The  productions  of  New^Hampfliirc  are 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  black  cat** 
tk,  goats,  fheep,  hogs,  horfes,  mules,  poul- 
try, flax,  hemp,  pot-afli,  pearl-afh,  timber 
of  every  kind  and  in  great  quantities^  Thefe 
furnifh  matter  for  her  exportations  :  but  the 
local  (ituation  of  the  country,  which  renioves 
fr6m  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  a  great  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  places  them  nearer 
to  the  Connefticut  and  the  North-River, 
caufes  a  great  portion  of  the  produce  to  pafs 
through  Albany,  New-York^^  and  the  towns 
of  Connecticut. — Ne w-Hamplhire  re-exports 
moreover  a.  great  quantity  of  commodities 
imported  from  the  Weft- Indies. 

The  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  cm- 
ployed  by  this  ftate  in  foreign  trade  was, 
in  1 703,  eleven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
nine  tons— -in  .1704,  twelve  thoufand  and 

eleven 
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eleven — in  1 795,  twelve  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  feventy:— in  the  prefent  year  1^706, 
it  is  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty* 
In  addition  to  this^  the  tonnage  employed  in 
the  coafting  trade  and  fiflieries  was,  in  1 793^ 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons 
—in  1794,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  arid 
twenty-eight-^in  17Q5,  one  thouftod  four 
hundred  and  forty-fix: — and  it  now  amounts, 
in  1 7^69  to  one  thoufand  fotfr  hundred  and 
fifty.  , 

-  The  population  of  New-Hampfhire  con-* 
fiids  of  about  a  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand 
ibulsT  Although  almoft  all  the  townfhips^ 
which  are  generally  of  fix  fquare  miles,  hav6 
been  granted  by  the  flatc,  fome  are  yet  wholly 
deftitutd  of  inhabitants,  and  many  others 
contain  very  few.  It  is  only  from  its  oWa 
population  that  this  flate  can  exped  any 
confiderable  increafe  ;  for  there  is  ho  -kn-* 
migration  to  it  from  other  parts.  The  laws 
of  New-England  had  long  prohibited  the  ad* 
miffion  of  any  emigrants  from  Europe,  ex* 
cept  Englifhmen,  who  are  not  eafily  induced 
to  quit  their  native  country.  Sinc^  thofc 
prohibitory  laws  have  oeafcd  to  be  enforced, 
-  foreign 
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ibreiga  immigrants  are  not  more  numerous 
in  Ncw-Hamp(hirc  than  at  former  periods ; 
becaufe,    in    the    firft   place^    ConneAicut^ 
Rhode- liland^  and  Maflachufetts,  have  at  pre- 
fent  nearly  their   due  quantum  of  popula- 
tion ;  and^  in  the  fecond  place,  becaufe  the 
tide  of   foreign  immigration,   having  long 
iince  taken  its  courfe  toward  the  ftates  of 
New-York,   Pennfylvania,  &c.  will,   for  k 
long  time  to  come/ flow  in  the  fanie  chan- 
nels, attrafted  by  motives  of  confanguinity, 
and  the  various  relations  exifting  between 
the  new  immigrants  and  the  old.     Such  im« 
migrations  from  thofe  three  populous  ftates 
of  New-England,  as  do  not  take  a  weftem 
dirediion,  incline  toward  Vermont  in  pre- 
ference to  New-Hamplhire,.  becaufe  in  Ver- 
mont the  lands  are  cheaper.     The  ftate  of 
Vermont,  moreover,  at  the  time  of  its  for- 
mation, paifed  a  law,  unjuft  in  itfelf,  but  fa- 
vourable to  a  fpeedy  increafe  of  population 
in  the  country*    A  great  part  of  its  lands 
had  been  granted  in  the  raals  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ncw-Hamp(hire  by  the  governors 
of  that  {fete,  of  which  Vermont  then  con- 
fiituted  a  part.    When  treGttd  into  a  fcpa- 

rate 
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rate  common  wealth,  the  legiflature  of  Ver« 
moot  declared  that  every  peribn  taking  pof« 
feilioD  of  the  uoiuhabited  lands^  by  virhom* 

•  * 

ibever  owned,  ihould  enjoy  them  unmolefted 
during  the  fpace  of  feven  years.  Allured 
by  this  invitation,  outcafts,  debtors,  needy 
iadventurers,  flocked  thither  from  all  q^aar- 
ters.  The  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire, 
who  were  the  proprietors  of  tho(e  lands, 
fearing,  to  fee  themfelves  entirely  deprived 
of  them,  con[cluded  bargains  with  the  new- 
comers on  whatever  terms  the  latter  were 
pleafed  to  allow*  In  confcquence  of  thefe 
tranladions,  the  population  of  Vermont  re« 
ceived  fb  rapid  an  increafe,  that,  although 
ten  years  fince  it  hardly  contained  forty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  it  now  reckons  above  a 
hundred  tboufand;  and  land  flill  continues 
there  at  a  lower,  price  than  in  New-Hamp« 
ihire,  where  from  one  to  five  dollars  are  paid 
per  acre  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  al- 
ready fettled  in  the  townfhip  where  the  pur- 
chafe  is  made* 

Free  ichools  are  ibpported  at  the  public 
charge  in  New«-Hampfhire,  as  in  Mal&cbu« 

fetts ; 


i^tts ;  with  this  difference,  l^owpver,  that  ia 
none  of  them  do  children  receive  the  firft 
l^flpns  in  reading.  The  pupils  are  inftrud- 
?d  in  writing  and  arithmetic-— in  Latin,  as 
fyr  a$  Virgil  and  Ciccro-^in  Greek,  fo  far 
oply  as  to  translate  the  Tc^ment— and  in 
the  principles  of  the  Englifli  language*  An 
academy  at  Exeter  purfues  the  cpqrfe  pf  edu- 
cation a  little  farther,  and  gives  fome  tinc- 
ture of  the  fcienccs.  The  univerfityof  New- 
llampfhire  is  at  Dartmouth  on  Connedticut- 
River,  The  parents  of  the  children  are 
t>puf)d  to  have  them  taught  to  read.  The 
want  of  gratuitous  inftru6tion  in  that  firft 
Aage  is  certainly  a  bar  to  the  general  dif« 
feniination  of  kpow^edge  through  the  Aate. 

The  more  I  fee  of  America,  the  more 
firmly  aip  I  convinced  that  the  underftand^ 
^ngs  of  the  people  are  every-where  good. 
Thje  inhabitants  are  induftrious  :  each  family 
has  ifs  dpn^eftic  manufadories  where  the  ne- 
ceflary  articles  of  clothing  are  imbricated  and 
4jied  ;  y^t  few  families  refrain  from  pur- 
cjh;^ftng  at  tl^e  refailer*s  ftore  fpme  Euro- 
pean ikx^ffs  or  rii>aq4s,  that  the^  na^v  not,  at 

Vol.  IIL  C  c  the 
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the  meeting  on  funday,  appear  lefs  fine  than 
their  neighbours.  ^ 

The  militia  of  New-Haaipfhire  is  divided 
into  twenty-eight  regiments,  and  amounts  to 
tv/enty-eight  thoufand  men,  of  whom  two' 

< 

thoufand  are  cavalry,  and  fix  hundred 'art ii- 
lerifi:s. 

Notwithftanding  the  claufe  in  the  confti- 
tution  which  requires  the  profefiion  of  the 
proteftant  religion  as  a  qualification  for  every 
public  office,  unbounded  religious  freedom 
prevails  in  the  ftate,  and  almofl:  every  fcft 
of  Chriftians  have  here  public  places  of  wor-^ 
fliip.  ■ 

The  moil:  ancient  fettlements  in  New- 
Hampfliire  were  formed  foon  after  thofe  of 
Maflachufetts.  Portfinouth  and  Dover  are 
the  places  where  the  -  firft  eftablilhments 
were  made.  But  difturbances  having  arifen 
in  this  province,  and  introduced  a  ftate  of 
anarchy  which  became  intolerable  to  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  they  put  them- 
felves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  colony-  of 
Maflachufetts  which  was  in  a  much  more 
flourifhing  condition,  and  where  a  more  re- 

-*  gular 
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gular  fyftem  of  laws  was  followed.  They 
incorporated  thernfelves  with  Maflachufetts 
in  1(542:  but  the  province  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  becoming  more  populous,  and  Ibme  dif- 
contents  having  broken  out  on  occaiion  of 
the  fuperiority  which  Maflachufetts  aflumed 
over  it — and  thefe  difcontents  being  more- 
over  embittered  by  quarrels  on  the  fubje6l  of 
religion — the  inhabitants  petitioned  the  Eng- 
lifh  court  that  their  colony  might  again  be- 
come a  feparate  province  ;  and  accordingly, 
by  an  edi6t  iflued  in  1679,  Charles  the  Se- 
cond granted  their  requefl:,  and  created  New- 
Hampfhire  a  diftinft  and  royal  province. 

One  of  the  fix  frigates  voted  two  years 
fince  by  Congrefs  was  to  have  been  built 
here  I  but,  like  thofc  of  Portfmouth  in  Vir- 
ginia and  of  New- York,  it  is  among  (he 
three  of  which  the  national  legiflature  at 
their  laft  feflion  countermanded  the  con- 
ftruftion.  The  timber,  which  coft  fo  much 
money,  remains  in  the  dock -yard  half- 
wrought;  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  care 
which,  people  {ay,  will  be  taken  for  its  pre- 
fcrvation,  a  very  fmall  portion  of  it  will  af- 
ter a  few  years   be  fit  for   fervice.      In  a 

C  c  2  dock- 
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dock-yard  adjoining  to  that  where  this  fri- 
gate was  begun,  the  fame  workmen  who 
were  emptoyed   upon  it  are  now  building 
one  intended  to  carry  thirty-two  guns,  which 
was  firft  laid  on  the  flocks  a  month  fince, 
and  is  to  be  finiflied  by  next  fpring.     It  is 
a  prefent  demanded  of  the  United  States  by 
the  dey  of  Algiers,  as  an  inducement  to  bis 
faithful  obfervance  of  the  treaty  he  has  con- 
cluded with  them.     It  is  aflferted  that  this 
condition,  which  the  executive  power  of  the 
United  States  is   eager  fpeedily  to  comply 
with,  is  the  refult  of  a  fupplemental  treaty 
which  will  remain  unknown  till  the  next 
fcffion  of  Congrefs  ;  but  that  there  can  cxifl 
no  doubt  that  neceffity  will  oblige  them  to 
ratify  it, — When  we  recolledt  that  thofe  fix 
frigates  were  voted  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
prefling  the  piracies  of  the  Algerines— when 
We  read  the  treaty  fince  concluded,  and  fee 
a  frigate  given  to  thoie  fame  Algerines  as  a 
prefent  from  America — we  might  reafbnabiy 
be   furprized   if  the   power  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  confiflency  of  their  political 
lyflem,  were  held   in  high  repute  at  Al- 
giers. 

In 
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In  going  to  Portfmouth,  I  purfued  the 
fame  track  aa  lad  year»  through  Salecp« 
Newbury,  Hampton.  I  liave  therefore  \\q 
new  information  to  offer,  except  thai  *1- 
moft  every  article  is  rifen  in  price,  and  tha| 
ihip-building  is  carried  on  in  all  the  cr«ek$ 
with  ftill  greater  adivity  than  during  the  lafk 
year,  as  if  trade  were  always  to  b«  (;9rrie4 
on  in  American  bottoms  id  the  iaroc  extent* 
But  the  war  cannot  endure  for^ever:  and, 
on  the  return  of  peace,  many  of  the  ibip^^ 
owners  will  difcover  that  they  might  hiivp 
employed  their  money  to  greater  advantage, 
I  returned  from^  Portfmouth  by  th^  vppfT 
road.  It  was  at  the  diilance  of  feveral  likilti 
from  the  fea,  and  it  is  not  longer  than  tht 
other  ;  but  it  is  lefs  agreeable,  and  more 
difEcult,  inafmuch  as  it  crofTes  mpunteins 
and  fands,  and  efpecially  as  it  lies  thrpugb  a 
lefs  beautiful  and  lefs  cultivated  country. 

EXETER. 

This  town,  fourteen  miles  diftant  from 
Portfmouth,  is  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
New-Hampihire,  and  iiti^ate  \a  the  ^oupty 
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of  Rockmgham,  on  the  river  Surampfcot, 
at  Ac'  b4]ad  of  the  bay  of  Pifcataqua. ..  It 
Cdntains  abbut  three  hundred  and  fifty  houies^ 
and  *fr6m*  fixteen  to  fevcnteen  hundred  <iu- 
habitants.  -  The  houfes  arc  tolerably  neat.; 
ftnd  J  the  place  receives  a:good  fliare  of)a£^ 
vity  from,  feveral  mills  for  corn,  paper,  fqlU 
4iig/ tobacco^  chocolate^  and  ^wing,  a;nd  from 
ibme^  iron* works.  •  .  ■  . 

X  I  ha^' :Db{er ved  that  there  was  an.  aea* 
demy  in  this  town.  It  \yas  incorporated .iu 
*78i  by:^aTi  aft  of-the  Icgiflature,  under,  the 
lilamte-  of  -".rPhillips's  .Exeter  .  Aqadctpy/r 
'fiiom' tbd  iiahie  of  a  Mr.  PhiU[ip3>  a  minifter 
of  Exeter,  who  was  the  principal  donor  to 
it.— Before  the  revolution,  and  at  t-he  time 
when  Portfmouth  carried  on  an  extenfive 
commerce,  many  veffels .  w.ere  built  at  £xe-  . 
•ter :  but,  fiiice  the  decline  of  the  trade  of 
Portfmouth,  the  fhip-building  at  Exeter  has 
dwindled  almoft  to  nothing ;  not  more  than 
two  or  three  veffels  being  annually  built 
there,  and  thefe  being  only  floops.  No  ve(- 
fels  above  the  burden  of  twenty  tons^  can  go 
up  to  that  town. 

Under  the  head  of  Poftfmouth  I  for;got 

to 
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to  notice  a  particularity  which  would  there 
have  been  mor^  properly  placed  than  under 
the  head  of  Exeter,  although  the  fame  fad 
^xifts  here  aHTo.*  Jt  is,  that  in  that  con- 
fidcrable  town,  where  all  the  houfes-  except 
pnc:or  two  are  built  of  wood,  the  only  mode 
pradlifed.  for  cleaojlng  the  chimfleys  is  to  fet 
them  on  fire,  .That  operation  is  performed 
iiL rainy  wither,  t^t  the  roof$^, which  are 
covered  with  Ihiiigles,  may  be  the  lefs  ej^- 
pofed  %o  c^tch  fire  frona  the  flying  ipwfcs. 
Xtwre  is  not  an  /inftance  on  record  of  any 
mifchief  having  been  caufed  by  this  fingular 
procels  of  cleaning  the  chimneys.  The  want 
pf  chimney-fweepers-^firft  gave,  rife  tp  thi§ 
pradice,  which,  i?  at .  length  fo  thoroughly 
eftabliftied  'by  habit,  a5  to  be  now  employed 
in  preference  tciai^y  qther,  even  when  fweep? 
happen  tp  pafs  thrpugh  the  town.  The  fame 
cuftom  almoft  univerially  prevails  in  all  th? 
fmall.towns  or  villages  of  New-England,  aqcj 
^Ifo  in  many  other  parts  of  America* 
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HAVER-HILL. 

i?rom  texcter  to  Havcr-hill,  the  country 
wears  the  appearance  of  a  dcfcit ;  prdenting 
to  the  view  an  almoft  uninterrupted  fiic* 
ceflion  of  woods  of  the  pooreft  kind  and  of 
the  fmalleft  growth— here  and  there  a  few 
acres  cultivated— but  bad  land,  bad  culture^ 
indifferent  houfes  :  —  the  traveller  fancies 
himfelf  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  miles 
from  any  inhabited  country.  Within  a  few 
miles  from  Haver-hill  the  country  afTumes 
a  more  pleafing  aipe6l;  the  land  is  better^ 
the  cultivation  more  regular,  and  the  houfes 
more  fightly.  Haver- hill  is  in  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts,  and  iituate  on  the  Merrimack, 
the  fame  river  which  forms  the  port  of 
Newbury.  Over  this  river  was  built  in  1 794 
a  tolerably  handfome  bridge,  confifting  of 
three  wooden  arches,  each  a  hundred  and 
eighty-two  feet  in  breadth,  and  fupported  by 
flone  piers  and  buttrefles.  This  bridge  is 
not  fufficientiy  light  in  its  upper  part :  and 
as  the  intervals  between  the  arches  are  not 
raifed  to  a  level  with  the  tops  of  the  vaults, 

there 
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there  is  a  defcent  from  eftch  to  the  plat-fbrm 
of  the  pier,  and  an  afcent  to  the  next,  fo  as 
ta  render  the  paiTage  unplcafant.  But  civil 
architedure  has ;  not  yet  made  fufficieht  ad<- 
vances  to  improvement  in  this  new  countrjr 
to  admit  of  attention  being  paid  to  the  coin 
venience  of  travellers. 

A  confiderable  number  of  (hips  are  an*> 
dually  built  at  Haver-hill—»  often  fifty  or 
fixty.  The  greater  number  of  them  att 
fold  in  the  ibuthern  ftates*  Only  fiir  vefleb 
are  owned  by  the  merchants  of  this  port,  and 
employed  in  the  Weft*Indian  and  even  ill 
the  European  trade  :  but  they  take  their 
cargoes  to  Bofton,  whence  are  procured  the 
foreign  commodities  neceflary  for  the  con«* 
fumption  and  trade  of  Haver-hill,  which 
fupplies  many  townfhips  in  the  back  coun« 
try.  The  ftores  here  are  numerous  and  well 
flocked :  and  the  manufadtories  that  claims 
more  particular  notice  are  a  pretty  con>- 
fiderable  one  of  fail-cloth,  and  fbme  diflil** 
leries.  Although  hemp  is  produced  both  in 
New-Hampfhire  and  Maflachufetts,  that  of 
Ruffian  growth  is  alone  uied  in  this  fail* 

cloth- 
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cloth-manufiaftory  ;  and  it  is  procured  from 
Bofton. 

I  have  bjsen  aflured  that  vellels  of  a  hunr 
dred  tons  burden  can  come  up  to  Haver-hill 
in  the  high  tides.'    This  town,  which  con- 
tains bet\Ve,en  two  and  three  thoufand  in-^ 
habitants,  is  moreover  in  a  ftate  of  increafe: 
and  a  great  number  of  handfome  houfes  are 
now  a-b^uilding  in  it.     The  price  of  land  iii 
its  vicinity  is  a  hundred  dollars  the  acre  :  at 
fome  diftancie,  it  is  only  thirty.     The  agi> 
culture  in  its  immediate  ejivirons  is  almoft 
'Ibl^Jy  confined  to  Indian  corn  and  meadow. 
Jt  is  eafy  here  to  procure  w^orkmen;  and 
their.wages  are  four  ihiUings  and  nine  pence 
per  day,  and  feven  dollars  per  month.     A 
jnafon  can   earn   (even   fhilling$,  a  houfe^ 
carpenter  nine  Ihillings,  and  ?i  fhip-carpenr 
ter  two  dollars.  Philadelphia  flour  now  fells 
here  at  thirteen  dollars  the  barrel,  that  of 
the  couptry  produce  at  fix  or  fevep.     This 
-enormous  difterenCe  arifes  not  only  frpm  the 
difierence  in  the  beauty  of  the  grain  and  in 
the  goodnefs  of,  the,  mills,  but  alfo  from  the 
adulteratiQu  of  tije  country  flpur,  which,  nqt 

beipg 
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being  fubje6it  to  auy  inipe6lionj  is  mixed.with 

*  ■ 

the  flour  of  peas,  beans,  and  potatoes,  and 
thus  is  inferior  i^  quality  i^yea  to  good  lo- 
fdian  meal.  f 

RETURN  TO  BOSTON. 

....  ■  • 

.  -  • 

Beyond  Haver-hili  bridge  the  traveller 
enters  the  townfhip  of  Brentford,  which  i; 
a  part  of  the  county  of  Eflex,  and  where  the 
land  ftill  prefents  the  fame  appearance,  la 
this  townlhip  is  a  confiderable  manu&dvirc 
of  men^s  (hoes  for  exportation.  The  num- 
ber daily  produced  by  the  workmen  of  this 
little  place  is  eflimated  at  two  hundred  pair. 
Thefe  (hots,  which  are  of  good  materials 
and  well  made,  are  fold  at  four  fhillings  and 
nine  pence  halfpenny  the  pair.  The  leather 
employed  in  making  them  comes  from  the 
Spanilh  part  of  Saint- Domingo. 

From  Haver-hill  to  Bofton  the  country  is 
quite  rich,  abounding  in  good  houfcs  and 
beautiful,  farms.  The  town  (hip  of  Andover 
in  particular  is  remarkable  for  its  charm- 
ing meadows,  and  the  numerous  herds  of 
6ne  cattle  with  which  they  are  flocked. 

Oa 
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On  this  little  journey  I  chatted,  according 
to  my  cuftom,  with  every  one  wh^rii  I  fottnd 
difpofed  for  converfation :  and  it  is  not  very 
common  in  America  to  find  perfons  who  are 
avcrfe  to  it,  efpecially  among  thofe  who  do 
not  rank  among  the  firfl:  clafs  of  ibciety.  I 
every- where  obferved  a  fenfe  of  relpcft  for 
the  prefident,  but  an  indifference  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  his  refignation.  ^'  He  is  old;  and  men 
cannot  laft  for  ever:"  fuch  is  the  general  re* 
mark.  Befides,  le(s  importance  is  attached 
to  the  choice  of  his  fuccelTor  than  I  (hould 
have  expefled«  In  this  part  of  the  country 
indeed  the  votes  will  be  pretty  generally  in 
favour  of  John  Adams.  "  He  is  a  good 
man/*  faid  to  me  a  Colonel  Beverley  who 
keeps  a  tavern :  "  JefFerfon  is  alfo  a  good 
man :  we  cannot  fail  to  find  good  men  in 
America.** 

The  general  fpirit  and  opinion  of  the 
people  arc  the  fame  here  as  throughout  all 
New-England,  and  indeed  in  almoft  tvQty 
part  of  America — a  heart-felt  recolleftion  of 
the  fervices  rendered  by  France,  and  of  the 
evils  infli6led  by  England.  Neither  the  new 
political  fubtilities  refpedling  the  real  mo- 
tives 
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tives  of  thofe  fervices,  nor  the  documents  of 
national  ingratitude  which  arc  the  refult  of 
them»  have  yet  impaired  the  friendly  difpo- 
fitions  entertained  by  the  people  of  America 
toward  France.     They  remember  that  flic 
aided  them  in  the  hour  of  need :  they  wifli 
her  prolperity,  take  an  intereft  in  her  fuc- 
cefleSy  and  enjoy  them  with  delight.    They 
equally  remember  that  England  burned  and 
deftroyed  their  houies^  and  did  them  all  the 
mifchief  in  her  power.     They  would  not 
bowever  on  that  account  join  with  France 
to  wage  war  againft  England  :    they  ftiU 
equally  continue  to  fupply  their  wants  with 
the  articles  of  Britifh  manufadlure  (which 
circumftance>  be  it  obierved  enp^ant^  af- 
fords a  juft  fubjcd  of  animadverfion  on  the 
want  of  (kilful  management  in  the  former 
French  government);  but  they  pour  forth 
their  ardent  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  France. 
The  attachment  to  La  Fayette,  fo  percep- 
tibly dimini(hed   in   the  great  towns  even 
fince  my  arrival  in  America,  has  fiiffered 
no  abatement  in  the  other  parts  of  the  con* 
tiiient  ;    and   numbers  of  honed  ibuls  are 
every'Where  fbuiid  who  dccli^«  tb^t  d  gene- 
ral 
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ral  tax,  impofed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
raifing  for  him  a  confiderable  property, 
would  be  paid  with  the  greateft  chearfulne& 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  America. 

»  • 

THIRD  VISIT  TO  BOSTON. 

< 

This  time  I  found  Bofton  in  a  ftate  of 
confiderable  agitation.  The  caufe  is  fome-^ 
thing  of  a  much  more  feriqus  nature  than 
the  refignation  of  the  prefident  :  it  is  ,tbe 
intelligence  of  the  refolutipn  announced  by 
France  of  caufing  her  fhips  of  war  and 'pri- 
vateers to  feize  every  neutral  veffel  laden 
with  goods  of  Britifli  manufadure.  Already, 
I  believe,  in  this  journal,  I  have  mentioned 
fuch  an  event  as  likely  to  take  place — as 
being  a  juft  and  perhaps  over-tardy  retalia- 
tion for  the  capture  of  American  jfhips  laden 
with  provifions  for  France — as  a  meafure 
which,  confidered  in  a  commercial  view,  in- 
flifts  a  deeper  wound  on  ,  Britain  than  on 
America,  fince  two  thirds  of  the  cargoes  ex- 
ported from  or  imported  into  America  are 
the  property  of  Englifli  houfes — and  which, 
in  ihoit^  j^ycn  if  it  were  to  prove  fevere  in 

its 
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its  operation  on  the  American  commerce, 
finds  its  apology  in  the  late  treaty  concluded 
between  England  and  Atncrica,  in  the  ac- 
tive part  which  the  American  merchants 
took  in  that  treaty,  and  in  the  facility  with 
which  they  delivered  up  to  the  Englifli  with- 
out refiftance  or  reclamation  the  veflels  laden 
for  France.  I  do  not  think  I  am  blinded 
by  my  afFe6lion  for  my  country  when  I  thus 
juftify  the  ftep  lately  taken  by  her  governors, 
and  pronounce  this  feverc  meafure  to  be 
within  the  bounds  of  that  juftice  which  is 
confident  with  the  dreadful  right  of  war. 

I  am  convinced  that  every  honeft  man, 
who  is  unbiafTcd  by  private  interefl:  and  ab- 
folute  mailer  of  his  own  opinion,  will  think 
as  I  do  on  the  fubjcft :  but  he  could  not, 
any  more  than  I,  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
hope  of  bringing  over  the  commercial  houfcs 
of  America  to  his  fentiments  :  *'  a  loCnjr 
gamefter  cannot  fmilc/'  fays  the  old  pro- 
verb ;  and  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  this 
decifive  a6l  of  the  French  government,  the 
objeft  of  which  is  to  ruin  the  manufactures 
and  trade  of  England,  will  be  deeply  felt  by 

« 

the  commercial  fortunes  of  this  Continent, 

Accord' 
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Accordingly  the  merchants  of  Bofton,  of  at 
leaft  a  part  of  them,  exclaim  againfl  it  as 
fraught  with  injuftice,  horror,  treachery^  and 
openly  exprefs  their  wiflies  that  America 
ihould  declare  war  againft  France.  Thefc 
puerile  wiihes  (hew  what  lofs  they  fear,  and 
how  far  their  fenfibility  of  it  influences  their 
judgement. 

That  intelligence  was  the  fole  topic  of 
converfation  in  Bofton  at  the  time  of  my  ar- 
rival :  neverthelefs  it  found  apologifts  among 
the  inhabitants,  even  among  thofe  engaged 
in  trade*  Since  the  more  recent  news  that 
a  French  fleet  is  on  its  way  to  Halifax,  peo- 
ple talk  lefs  loudly  againft  that  declaration  : 
for  fear,  as  well  as  intereft,  has  its  influence* 
If  France,  while  (he  does  feme  little  injury 
to  the  commerce  of  America,  fliows  that 
(he  has  it  in  her  power  to  do  ftill  greater, 
Ihe  will  find  fo  many  friends  in  all  that  clafe 
of  the  Americans  who  now  declare  againft 
her.  Such  is  the  mode  that  has  been  pur- 
ftied  by  England  ;  and,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  make  the  remaik,  it  is  a  good  and 
efiedhial  mode. 

With  rcf^Q:  to  myfelf,  it  is  with  plc^fbre 

I  con- 
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I  coniider  the  meifurc  sidopted  by  France  as 
a  mean  of  compelling  England  to  a  fpeedy 
peace-^^an  evetitvhich  will  phove  ableffing 
to  the  Britifh  nation,  and  a  ftill  greater  blefl^  < 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  France  ;  for  peace 
will  more  than  any  thing  elfe  contribute  to 
give  {lability  to  their  liberty  and  conftitution, 
whereas  they  are  both  expofed  to  conftant 
danger  by  the  war.  Let  us  then  hope  that 
a  durable  peace  will  reftore  to  Europe  that 
tranquillity  and  fecurity  of  which  (he  fo 
gfcatly  Iblnds  in  need,  and  that  France^ 
capable  of  fupporting  the  trying  burden  of 
profperity,  will  (how  herfelf  as  great  and 
genef-ous  at  the  moment  of  fheathing  the 
fword  as  (he  has  been  terrible  while  (he 
wielded  it :  let  us  hope  that  fuch  a  peace 
will  foon  confer  on  the  French  people  all 
that  plenitude  of  happinefs  which  they  can- 
not fail  to  enjoy  under  a  government ''who 
(hall  have  leifure  to  devote  their  tHougjhts  * 
to  a  good  (yftem  of  adminiftration. 

After  a  third  refidence  of  a  week  at  Bof- 
ton,  I  finally  quitted  it  to  proceed  toward 
Philadelphia.  It  was  not  without  regret  that 
I  parted  from  feveral  perfons  who  had  con- 

YoL.  III.  D  d  tiaued 
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tiotied  to.ihowme  the  iarii^  n^ultipliiedjEXiatks 
of  friend])^  intereft;  and  ,  obliging .  attcntioa 
which  they  bad  lavifhed  on  me  in  the  pie- 

r 

ceding  year.  At  the  he^d  of  the  lift  I  mil 
place  Doj^or.Euftis,  a.hian  as  really  goodias 
Ije  is  agreeable,  pruddnt,  enlightened  in  Jbis 
opinions,,  libefral  in  hi&ifentiments  and  con- 
iu&,  eflentially  amiable  :lind  eftimable,  and 
endowed  with  an  independence  of  charader- 
which  fecures  all  tfaofe  qualities  on  a  firm 
t)afis»  1  ha\e  conceived  for  him  a  fincere 
friend(faip»  which  feparation  or  diftance  will 
never  prevent  me  frpra^  cultivating^ . 

MARLBOROUGH,  AND  THE  WILUAMS 

FAMILY. 

The  firft  night  of, my  journey,  06lober 
13,  I  fpent  at  Marlborough  in  the^houfe  of 
the  fame  Williamses  where  I  had  been  fick 
laft  year,  and  had  experienced  fuch  remark- 
able attentions  from  the  family.  I  would 
not  on  any  account  have  paffed  their  door 
without  flopping.  They  received  me  with 
cordial  demonftrations  of  pleafure*  People 
<ielight  in  feeing  thofe  to  whom  they  have 

rendered 
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rendered  -fcrvide  ;  add  I  fdt  a  fiiicert  fatrf^ 
£idioh  in  again  beholding  thcjfe  to  whdboll 
iitit  fo  many  obligationis.  HoncjCl:  Williams's 
crops  have  been  good  this  feafon  in  every 
dqpaWment  of  his  hufbahdry.  His  farm, 
which  I  pera(|r>bulated  in  company  with 
hitn, -is  in  cxc<ftieiift  condition:  he  plentifully 
dvmga  hid  land;  and  in  cotifequence  his  mea« 
daws  yield  film  from  fix  to*  eight  thou/khd 
W^igjht  elf  hay  per  acre.*  He  teaps  frbih 
ft%^fixtybtiihelsrbf  Indian  corn  per  acre; 
aid,'  the  Indi^h  dorri  bearing  a  price  of  {even 
or- eight  (hillings  the  bufticl,  each  acre  thus 
^cluce?  hiril  about  fcventV  doHars.  The 
wng^s  df  hit  Workmen  are  ihcreiied :  laft 
yeteii*  they  were-'  ten  dollars  pei*  month ;  rtiis* 
year  -they  are  twelve ;  and,  at  the  time  of 
the  hay-making,  he  was  obliged  in  fome  in- 
ftances  to  pay  fo  high  as  twenty  dollars. 
The  lands  of  his  farm  would  not,  in  their , 
prefcnt  ftate,  be  fold  for  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dred dollars  per  acre:  he  lets  fome  near  his 
own  habitation  at  a  rent  proportioned  to  the 
Value  of  a  hundred  and  fifty. 

'Tliis  country  of  Maffachufetts,  however 
mountainous,  is  in  a  general  ftate  of  good 

D  d  2  cultiva- 


404  TaAVELS   THRQttOJi 

cultivation  :  but  although  in  ibme  tdwoihipsi 
large  quantities  of  wheat  are  produced,  the 
principal  objects  of  culture  are  Indian  cort^ 
potatoes,  and  nieadow^* 

.  The  political  opinions  of  old  Williams 
have  undergone  no  change :  hf  flill  continues 
a  zealous  admirer  of  the  preiident,  ftiil  hatea^ 
the  Engliih.  Speaking  to  me  of  the  prefi- 
dent*s  refignatory  addreis,  "  Does  it  not,^ 
faid  he,  *^  contain  great  truths  ?  But  what 
does  he  mean  by  that  fondneji  zndi  that  4»- 
,  tipatby  which  he  does  not  wifli.  the  Amcrir 
cans  to  entertain  ?  It  is  faid  that  he  alludes 
to  the  French  and  Englifli.:  )  ihoold  not  be 
over  pleafed  with  that:  but  the  old.  maa 
knows  more  of  the  matter  than  we ;  and* 
no  doubt  he  has  good  reafbns  for  what  be 
%s."  .  .      .       , 

BROOKFIELD. 

From  Marlborough  to  Brookfield  where 
,cnded  my  fecond  day*s  journey,  the  face^  k^ 
the  country  continues  the  fame,  and  the 
fame  cultivation  prevails,.  In  the  environs 
of  Brookfield  are  raifed  wheat,  barley,  rye, 

a  little 
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a  little  Indian  corn>  and  a  great  quantity 
of  potatoes.     Grounds  kept  in  good  order 
yield  two  hundred  buihels  of  the  latter  per  * 
acre^  which  being  fold  at  two  (hillings  the 
bufhely  each  acre  yields  of  courfe  a  produ6l 
of  fixty-fix  dollars.     However  abundant  the 
crops  of  potatoes  may  prove,  a  ready  iale  is 
found  for  them  at  that  price.    In  the  vicinity 
of  this  place  are  reared  great  numbers  of 
cattle,  which  are  quickly  taken  off  as  foon 
as  they  are  fit  for  the  market.     Exclufive  of 
the  confumption  in  the  town,  which  is  not 
inconfiderable,  large  quantities  of  beef  are 
here  falted  for  exportation.      Some  hories 
are  alfo  reared.     The  lands  are  dunged,  but. 
not  near  fb  well  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bofton.     The  meadows  in  good   condition 
produce   neverthelefs    fix    thoufand   weight 
of  hay  per   acre.      Indian   corn   bears   no 
higher  price  here  than  nine  pence  the  bufiiel. 
The  lands  in  the  central  and  moft  populous 
part  of  the  townlhip  fell  for  two  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars  the  acre ;  fomewhat  far- 
ther back,  and  in  large  parcels,  for  no  more 
than  thirty-four:  a  few  acres  of  picked  land 
would  be  rated  at  feventy.    A  pair  oif 
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fit  for  the  yoke  coft  fron^  fcycnty  to  a  hwn-. 
dred  dollars;  good  milcji-covv^  fronitweuty- 
five  to  tjiirty..  In  thefe  prices  foo^e  augmejit- 
ation  has  taken  place  fincc  Jaft  year.  . ,, 

In  the  election  of  the  future  prefident,  the 
votes  of  this  diftrid,  as  of  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  New- England,  will  be  in  favour  of 
John  Adams :  but  it  appcar.s,  though  to  my. 
very  great  aftonifhmcnt,  that  the  nominatioa 
to  that  high  office  occupies  only  a  very  mo- 
derate fhare  of  the  public  attqationv 


»  .   .  I     •  r 
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PALMER. 


From  Brookfield  to  Palmer  the  country  is 
more  hilly,  and  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  lefs 
cultivated:  cultivation  however  extends  to 
a  certain  height  up  their  fides,  as  \yell  as 
over  the  valleys.  The  meadows  are  covered 
with  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  of  a 
good  breed.  Here  the  traveller  has  to  pafs 
through  more  woods  than  he  had  yet  met. 
with  fince  his  departure  from  Bofton. — Phi- 
ladelphia  flour,  which  had  fallen  two  months 
fince  to  ten  dollars,  has  rifen  iq  the  country, 
parts  to  thirteen  and  fourteen.  .  That  of 

domeflic 
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doniefiic  grbw4i  cofts  only  nine  dollars:  but, 
notx^ithnandsBg  this  difFerencCy  the  Philadcl-' 
phia^  fibttT'  is  pttfcifei^whtnoi^rii  ctitk  be 

SPRINGFIELD.—THE  ARSENAL,  «fcc.' 

r 
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£is  far  as  S^ripgfield  the  country  exhibits^ 
ftill  ]e&::appearkrice.  ofi' cultivation i|'  arid  at 
fix  or  feven  linilels  fromrthiti^ti^^Uln'  it  is  ob: 
bbttcr  than  a  parched  iira<%  ef  fctnd  where' 
grow  fame  dimiQutixrc  pines*  •  The  foil  is' 
aJfo  very  ifandy   at   Springfield  :     hoi   the 
proxirtiity  'of  Corihedlcut^River^'^ilAd  'taore 
careful  culture;  render  it  litore  p^odu^livel*  * 
RyCy  Indian  corn,.  Ipotatoes;  andf^ineadovryi 
are  the  mdft- frequent  objefts  of  cultivation. 
Some  farmers  low  wheati  particularly  on  thd  * 

•  •  • 

new  grouiids:  but  of  ten  wheat  cropft  hafdiy' 
one  i^  even  tokrable/aB  the  Idtidis  extremely 
ill  manurekl  in  this  diftrift.  In  the  town, 
land  may  be  purchafed  for  fixty-fix  dollars 
the  acre :  in' the  centre,  however,  and  near 
the  river,  there -are ^acfres  which  *would  coft 
twohundred;  but  they  are  few:  fdrtherback, 
the  v-alue  is  £tom  eight  ttt  fi«tien. 

Dd4  The 
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The  prices  of  the  country  produce, and  of 
labouf  are  nearly  the  fame  here.  as. at  Palmer 
ap^  Brookfield,  or  perhaps  fontewhat  lower. 
It  is  eafy  to  find  workmen  at  four  or  .five 
ihillings  per  day,  without  food,  and  for  nine 
dollars  per  montht 

Springfield  is  a  neat  and  tolerably  well- 
built  village  containing  a  population  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  inhabitants.  Here  is  eftabli(h«* 
edone  of  theiarienals  of  the  United  States, 
where^  mufkets*  are  fiibricated,  cannons  and 
howitzersi  caft^^gun- carriages  conftruded^ 
&cc»  hut  in  fmall  number*  The  magazines 
do, not  contain  above  ten  thoufand  muikets, 
of-<\vhich  feven  thouiand  are  French,  and  of 
the  old  make  of  176s.  That  model,  which 
lias  long  fince  been  reformed  in  France,  is 
the  one  which  ia  followed  in  America  ;  and 
the  imitation  is  yet  imperfeft.  It  cannot 
however  be  faid  that  thofe  mufkcts  are  bad : 
their  chi^f  defc6t  is. that  of  being  too  heavy 
at  the  extremity. 

Thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  twenty 
are  French^  are  alfo  contained  in  thcfe  maga-i- 
zincs..  Thofe  of  Americail.foundery  feemed 
tQ  me  to  be  well  made ;  the  carriages  are  fa 

likew  ife ; 
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likewiie :  but  their  number  and  their  fpedes 
do  not  xorrefpond   with  the  cannons  and 
howitzers*'    In  every  particular,  there  ap« 
pears  to  me  a  want  of  intelligence  in  the 
general  diredUon  of  the  ordnance  in  Ame^ 
rica.     Befidcs^  the  quantities  of  arms  pro- 
vided do  not  ani.ount  to  one  twentieth  part 
of  what  would  be  requifite  to  put  the  coiia^-* 
try  into  a  reafenable  flate  of  defence.— ^The 
ma^zines  are  in  good  order,  and  very  well 
kept :  the  muflcets  are  furniihed  by  a  con- 
tra^r,  from   whom  the   dire£^ors  receive 
them;  and  he  receives  from  the  United  States 
eleven  dollars  for  each  muiket.  Another  con- 
tradoriiipplies  the  cannon :  but,  as  he  was 
abfent  on  bu(ine{s,  I  could  not  learn  any  par- 
ticulars  refpefting  the  price  of  thefe.      It 
would  be  uielefs  for  me  to  enter  into  any 
further  details  concerning  this  arfenal,  which, 
though  one  of  the  principal  in  the  United 
States,  adds  nothing  to  their  flrength. 

A  Frenchman,  Monfieur  Pourcherefle 
Bourguignon,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
royal  Swedifli  regiment  in  the  French  fer- 
vice^  is  an  affiftant  to  the  diredor.  He  feems 
Vo  be  as  good  a  man  as  he  is  unfortunate. 

He 
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H*  jbas  ;a  wife  and:  children,  and  pofiefles 
no  other  means,  of:; fbpporting  himfelf  and 
them  than  the  £ilary  of  his  office;  which 
k  OQJiy  three  hundred  and  (ixty  dollars  per 
annutn,.:  But  he  has  the  good  fenfe  to  be 
fatisfied.  with  the.  Americans^  to  live  on 
friendly  terms  with ;  them,  to  enjoy  their 
eftoeip  dnd  afFd6lion,  ;and  to  (hew  himfelf 
grttle&L  toward  thofe  who  have  ^  rehired 
hiax  fervice.  i .  His  wife,  jnet  ::in  ^  the  years  of 
youth»  is  interefling  by  her-figcrrcy  her  hii^ 
fQi:tjancs,  and  her  fortitude.  Theytloth  havd 
mei^ited  .and  gained  the  general  efleem  and 
iQtereft.of  all  the/ttifaabitantsbf  Springfield. 

There  are  besides  at  Springfield  :  a  good 
diflillery,  a  paper-^mill,  and  a  tatmery:  there 
was  alfo  a  tolerably  extenfive  manufaSory 
of  fail-cloth :  but  it  hast  falterf  to  decay  iri 
corifcquince.  of  the  exceffive  price  6{  labour 
in  that  branch,  together  with  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  Worknieit  or  inducing  them  to 
ftay. — Let  me  further  obferve  that  Spring- 
field, whofe-firil.ifbttlement  dates  from  the 
y^r:l036,  has  during  the  lafl  twenty  years 
received  no  acccflion  of  rtew  ifthabitants. 

Mr;-Lyman,  a  membcp  of  Co;igrefe,  for 
.  *  whom 
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whom  I  had  a  letter  from  my  friend  Colonel 
Burr  wfaom  I  had  cafually  ^et  at  -Bolton, 
appeared  to  'ine  '  temperatd  in  his  opmioas, 
moderate- aad^entk  in  his  tliQ>olition;  - .  He 
is»4ike.the  xnajority  oftfaie  Aate  which  he  re- 
prcfents,  la.  firderalift  inliis  politics^i  but  more 
tolerant  than  tnaoy  others  ibr  thofe  who 
think  idiffbrently  from  him,  4md  whom  he 
oeverthelefs  cootinaes  :to:  efteem  and  love. 
The  general  t  temper  of  *  4he  people  here,  as 

« 

in  the  other  parts  of  ibe  country  which  I 
have  traverfed,  is  that  of  refpcft  for  the  pr^- 
iident,  attacfhinent  to  (he  conilitution,  aver-* 
lion  to  war,  and  an  ardently  favourable  dif- 
pofitic^  toward,  the  Fircnch. 

Exclnftvc  of  i  the  '{vtiMcr'  manufa^ories 
which'  I  have  mentioned  as  exifting  in 
Springfield  town(hip,  there  is  alfo  a  mftmw 
fadiory  of  d^A  irotiF,  belonging  to  an  aflfocia-^ 
tion  of  ftveral  partners,  of  whom  one  of 
the  principal  is  a  Colonel  Smithy  who  keeps 
a  (hop  in  the  town.  The  ore  which  is  em- 
ployed in  it  is  dug  up  from  a  fwamp  at  the 
diftiance  of  a  mile  from  the  foundery,  which 
is  itfelf  four  rrvile^'diftant  from  Springfield. 
This    mahufadlory  -  prodCices    coarfc    heavy 

works, 
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workst  principally  pots  for  maple-fugar,with 
which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun- 
try  provide  themiclves :  it  likcwife  furnifhes 
common  pots,  andirons^  &c.  For  fome  time 
after  its  firft  eftablifhment  it  did  a  confidera- 
ble  deal  of  work :  but  it  has  experienced  a 
material  diminutk)n  from  the  operation  of 
the  fame  caufes  which  impede  the  fuccefs 
of  every  kind  of  manufa6hire  in  America ; 
and  it  now  hardly  does  more  than  fupply  the 
demand  of  the  townfhip* 

•  I     • 

CANAL  OF  HADLEY. 

r 

...  ■     •  r        ■ 

At  the  diflance  of  eight  miles  from  Spring- 
field,, at  a  place  called  Hadley,  are  the  falls 
of  Connedicut- River.  To  avoid  them,  a 
little  canal  of  two  miles  has  been  dug,  wbich 
thus  extends  the  navigation  fixty  or  eighty 
miles  farther.  This  canal  is  raifed  above 
twenty  feet  higher  than  the  bed  of  the  river: 
the  boats  are  raifed  to  and  lowered  from  it 
witboi;t  the  aid  of  water,  by  means  of  an 
incliicJ  plane.  They  arc  placed  in  a  kind 
of  c-a,!U  ;o  fVamed  as  to  fit  their  fliape,  and 
th^.i*  :    'iv>u  u['  from  the  river  to  the  canal, 

or 
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or  let  down  from  the  canal  to  the  rivcr^  by 
the  working  of  a  capiiberny  that  is  turned 
by  a  wheel  whioh  the  ftream  of  the  river 
puts  in  motion.  The  boats  are  not  unloaded 
for  this  operation.  I  had  feen  in  France  the 
plan  of  a  fimilar  project,  of  which  Moniieur 
Brule  claimed  the  invention.  Time  alone 
can  aicertain  whether,  as  was  apprehende4 
in  France,  th^  durability  of  the  boats  will  be 
impaired  by  this  proceis :  I  am  inclined  to 
fear  that  it  will. 

WEST-SFRINGFIELD  AND  WESTFIELD. 

On  quitting  Springfield  you  pafs  Connec* 
ticut-River  in  a  tolerably  good  boat,  who(e 
edges,  however,  you  would  wifli  to  fee  fbme* 
what  higher  :  for,  in  their  prefent  low  flate^ 
they  would  not  be  fafe  with  unquiet  horfes« 
Beyond  the  river,  you  enter  the  townfliip  of 
Weft-Springfield,  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
populous  in  the  flate  of  Maflachufetts,  On 
this  fide  of  the  river  the  lands  are  confide* 
rably  better  than  on  the  Springfield,  fide  i 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
place  are  proprietors  of  them :  they  are  prin* 

cipally 
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cipallj  laid  out  m  meadows^  where  cattle  of 
every-  kind  are ^  rciEtr4d  iii  •  great- mimbeiid. 
The  tdwnfliip'of  Weftfieldj  whicli  is  con- 
ti^oos  to  it,  is  lek  happy-  in  richnefe  of  foil, 
and  fliU  far  inferior  m  population :  accord'- 
iogly  many*  tradis^  of  land,  whicb  would  he 
capable  of  producing  good  crops,  remain  un- 
cultivated. Weftfield,  fituate  on  a  river 
bearing  the  fame  name,  is  a  neat  Well-built 
little  village,  ftanding  in  the  middle  of  k 
plain.  The  foil  is  a  rich  fahdy  earth>  anfl 
the  principal  mode  of  cultivation  here,  as 
^fe-where'in  the '■adjoining  trafts,  is  mea- 
dow. The  new  grounds  are  fown  with 
wheat,  'as  is  the  pra6tice  with  all  the  new- 
cleared  lands  which  are  not  of  the  firft 
quality.  The  labourer  is  paid  from  eight 
to'  nine  dollars  per  month  :  wheat  is  fold  at 
nine  fhillings  the  bufliel,  Indian  corn  at  five*, 
oatS'  at  two ;  and  a  pair  of  good  oxen  coft 
fevcnty  dollars.  The  price  of  new  lands  is 
from  three  to  ten  dollars  per  acrcj*  according 
to  their  quality  and  fituation ;  and,  in  farm- 
lots,  twenty  or  thirty  dollars. 


STOCK. 
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In  : piwpecjing  frpnsi  Weftfield  to.  Stock-i 
bridge,  the  traveUerfucccffively  pafles  thpough 
the  townfhips  of  jp^iitford,  London^  Beth-r 
lehem^  Ru^el^  and*  l^yrnipghaix^  occupying 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  Grebn  Moimtains^ 
of  wljjich  the  ridge  is  above  twenty  miles 
broadt;  :a;id>  as  I  think!  I  have  elfew^ere  ob* 
ferved,  begins  at  Niewhavep,  whencQ,  tra- 
verfiiig  the  ftates  of  Connecticut,  Maflachu- 
fetts,  and  Vermont,  .it -reaches  to  the; River 
Saint-Laurence  in  Canada*  The  land  in 
thefp  town(hip3  is  indifferent^  and  very  thinly 
peopled  :  in.  travelling  through  them,  one 
fancies  himfelf  in  the  diftrid  of  Maine,  .or  in 
the  back  part  of  the  Geneffee  country  :  one 
fees  patches  of  new-cleared,  ground  in  all  the 
different  ftages  of  prdgreflivc  improvement : 
but  fuch  fights  are  very  far  from  numerous. 
The. price  of  land  here  is  from  ten  to  fifteen 
fliillings. 

QjLie  niight  be  aftoniQied,  that^  fituate  jis 

this  country  is  (b  near  to  the  great  marts  fotS 

produce^  the  enugiutious  firom  Cbnne^ioyta 

and 
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and  even  from  the  over^popalous  parts  of 
MaflachoiettSy  do  not  ddie  *  their  courfe  in 
this  diredion  rather  than  toward  Vermont 
tfr  the  Geneifire  coontrjr.*  But,  in  emignit* 
ing,  the  American  gives  a  piefercnce,  above 
every  thing  eUe,  to  the  bud  which  he  thinks 
the  beft,  and  is  not  with-heU  by  any  con- 
fideration  of  proximity  to  his  £simily  or  con-» 
Besdons^  or  by  the  greatnels  of  the  diftance 
which  he  will  l^ve  to  traverie  in  qoeft  of 
It :  and  the  uncleared  kflds  of  Maflachufetts 
are  far  from  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Geneflee^ 
the  Ohioi  Teneflee/&c. 

I  ihall  in  future  fay  nothing  of  my  con* 
Veriations  with  the  people  with  whom  I  fall 
into  company.  They  are  all  in  the  fame, 
flndn  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  idea  I 
have  already  given  of  them  in  this  journal  is 
precifely  accurate. 

Stockbridge  is  one  of  the  richefl  townfhips 
in  the  flate  of  MafTachufetts.  All  its  land 
is  cultivated>  except  a  very  fmall  portion^ 
which  will  foon  in  its  turn  receive  culture 
like  the  refl.  No  timber  is  here  preferved 
beyond  what  is  requifile  for  fuel.  This 
towofhip  is  for  the  nuift  part  fituate  in  a 

valley 
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valley,  bat  extends  alio  upon  fomc  hills  of 
no  great  elevation.  The  foil  is  excellent, 
and  almoft  all  laid  down  in  meadow.  The 
cattle,  butter,  cheefe,  and  fuch  other  pro- 
duftioqs  as  are  not  confumed  on  the  fpot,  are 
generally  fent  to  New- York.  Sometime? 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  a  higher  price  at 
Bofton  induces  the  farmer  to  give  a  prefer- 
pnce  to  the  latter  place,  with  which  how- 
ever the  communication  is  difficult,  bccaufe 
of  the  diftance,  and  of  the  mountainous 
country  that  is  to  be  traverfed.  In  fuch 
cafes,  all  the  other  articles,  except  the  cat- 
tle, are  fent  down  to  New- York  by  the 
North-River  which  paffes  within  twenty 
miles  of  Stockbridge,  and  tranfported  from 
New- York  to  Bofton  by  fca. 

There  are  likewife  fome  forges  and  caft- 
iron-works  in  this  townlhip  :  but  the  high 
rate  of  workmen's  wages,  and  the  Icantinels 
of  the  mine  which  begins  to  be  exhaufted, 
have  for  fbme  years  paft  caufed  a  confidera- 
ble  diminution  of  their  labours.  The  eafy 
circumftances  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  ren- 
der worknpen  fcarce,  and  high  in  their  de- 
mands.    The  wages  at  prefent  paid  to  them 
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are  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month* 
Tbe  price  of  wheat  is  twQ  dollars  the  bn&el^ 
of  Indian  corn»  one  dollar ;  of  oats^  two  ihiU^ 
lings.  A  pair  of  oxen  coft  from  ninety  to  a 
hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Land  bears  the 
price  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  the 
acre,  in  farm-lots.  , 

I  have  here  feen  Mr.  Sedgwick,  witlj 
whom  I  was  acquainted  at  Philadelpliia,  and 
by  whom  1  have  been  very  hofpitably  en- 
tertained»  In  all  the  private  relations  of 
ibciety;  he  is  an  excellent  man :  but  in  his 
politics  he.  is  fomewhat  warm,  and  not  a 
little  intolerant..  He  had  long  been  a  mem^ 
bcr  of  the  houfc  of  reprefciuativcs  in  Con- 
grefs,  where  he  was  a  frequent  fpeaker :  he 
has  lately  been  appointed  a  fenator.  Mr. 
Sedgwick  exerts  all  his  influence  to  carry 
the  election  of  a  member  to  fill  the  feat  which 
he  baa  vacated^  in  favour  of  Mr.  Williams^ 
bis  pupil  and  friend,  who  £^ems  even  a  hot- 
ter aealot  than  himfelf  in  Engliih  politicsw 
Mr.  Williams  has  for  competitor  General 
Skinner,  a  man  of  the  age  of  lixty  years,, 
who  has  all  his  life  been  honourably  em- 
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plo}*cd  in  public  offices,  aud  who,  when  he 
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had  it  in  his  power  to  rival  Mr..  Sedgwick 
in  his  dedion  fome  years  fince,  voluntarily 
withdrew  his  name  on  a  promiiib  from  the 
latter  of  procuring  for  htm  the  votes  of  Kip 
friends  to  fill  the  firft  vacancy^  But  Mn 
Skinner  was  once  heard  to  fay  in  a  public 
houfe  laft  year,  that  he  did  not  approve  of" 
the  treaty  with  England :  and,  fuch  is  the 
toleration  of  the  oppofite  party,  that  no  one 
can  in  their  opinion  be  an  honefl  man  with^^ 
out  approving  of  that  treaty.  Mn  Sedg- 
wick in  .confequence  oppofes  him,  and  gives 
to  Mn  Williams  all  his  influence,  which  is 
pretty  confiderable  in  thefe  parts«  Such  is 
the  account  which  I  have  received  of  this 
affair  from  feveral  perfbns.  The  Stockbridgc 
gazette  is  full  of  thofe  fcandalous  quarrels^ 
and  may  very  well,  in  that  particular,  vie 
with  thofe  of  Georgia*  In  it  General  Skin« 
ner  is  branded  as  an  antifederalift,  and  as 
**  no  good  man,*'  becaufe  he  diflikes  the 
treaty  J  and  he  is  accufed  of  entertaining  a 
predile^ion  for  France  and  an  averfion  to 
England.  Mn  Williams  is  abufed  on  the 
oppofite  ground* 
At  the  diftancc  of  thirty  miles  from  Stock- 

E  €  2  bridge. 


4S0  TmATCU  THKOlTGH 

bridge^  and  in  William  townfliip,  is  a  col- 
lege which  confers*  the  different  degrees  in* 
ferior  to  that  of  dodor.  It  is  faki  to  be  a 
fi^erablj  good  feminarv. 

in  a  walk  which  I  took  with  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick to  Great^BariingtoQ,  I  iaw  a  continued 
tn&  of  beautiful  country,  fine  land,  well 
cultivated,  all  in  meadow,  and  a  mod  ex- 
cellent ibil.  As  far  as  New-York  the  faui4 
is  faid  to  be  of  the  lame  quality. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
OF  MASSACHUSETTSL 

Before  I  quit  Mafiachufetts,  I  mufl  add 
fbme  fiiort  remarks  to  what  I  have  ahready 
had  occadon  to  lay  refpedting  the  charai^r 
of  its  inhabitants.  They  are  perhaps  a  more 
unmixed  people  than  any  other  ia  the  United 
States,  except  thole  of  Couneclicut,  who  are 
equally  Q>^  and  for  the  lame  realbns.  Such 
of  them  as  are  act  of  Englilh  birth  arc  na- 
tives of  Amenca^  who  have  lettlcd  in  Ma£- 
iiichufetts  after  a  previous  eftabliHunent  in 
ibme  of  the  other  ftates.  Toe  number  of 
Europeans  is  therefore  iinaii  in  tbdc  two 

ftates; 


IrORTH  AMEKIQA,  CANADA,  &C.  4S1 

flates ;  and  their  inhabitants  difplay  in  con-* 
iequence  noore  ilriking  nnarks  of  a  common 
charader  and  a  national  fpirit,  than  thofc 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  whom  they 
likewife  unque^ionably  furpais  in  induftry^ 
aftivity,  and  enterprize.  Their  univerfal  and 
predominating  paflion  is  the  dcfire  of  gain ; 
it  is  openly  avowed;  and  thofc  people,  under 
an  appearance  of  frank  bluntnefs,  conceal 
no  fmall  portion  of  (hrewdnefs  and  cunning, 
Hence  it  is  a  common  faying  in  the  other 
ftates  that  *•  the  Yankcys  are  honcft  acn 
cording  to  the  letter  of  the  law."  I  know 
not  how  far  it  may  be  goniiftent  with  juftice 
to  confine  within  thofe  bounds  the  praife; 
due  to  their  probity ;  for  I  have  had  lio  bufi«» 
nefs  to  tranfadt  in  this  country  :  but,  fron> 
every  thing  which  I  have  fccn,  I  prefume 
that  it  is  equally  fafe  to  deal  with  them  as 
with  any  other  people  in  the  United  States, 
or,  I  believe,  in  the  whole  world. 

The  fpirit  of  liberty  js  here  rigid,  and  car^ 
ried  even  to  diflruft*  Although  the  majority 
of  the  reprcfcntatives  of  this  flate  in  Con-* 
grefs  be  of  that  fedl  in  politics  who  are  con-, 
iidered  as  attached  to  Britain,  I  believe  there 
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do  not  exift  in  the  United  States  a  body  of 
people  who,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  prefcrve 
a  deeper  and  nnore  painful  recollc6lion  of 
the  evils  infli<5led  on -America  by  England, 
or  who  more  ftrongly  dread  an  intimate 
union  with  the  latter.  Their  manners  are 
extremely  (imple*;  and  knowledge,  at  leaft 
in  its  firft  degrees,:  is  very  extenfively  dif- 
fufed/  Not  a  houfe  is  to  be  found  in  the 
moft  remote  corners  of  the  country,  where 
a  newfpaper  is  not  read ;  and  there  are  few 
townfliips  which  do  not  poffefs  little  libra-- 
ries  formed  and  fupported  by  fubfcription. 
The  confiderable  fortunes  acquired  by  the 
commerce  which  is  carried  on  in  the  nu- 
jnerous  ports  of  the  ftate  prevent  the  general 
manners  of  the  people  from  being  fo  ftridlly 
republican  here  as  in  Conncfticut :  but,  for 
the  fame  reafon,  lefs  jealoufy  prevails,  lefs 
intolerance,  lefs  puritanifm. 

The  fpirit  of  equality  is  carried  as  far  as  is 
confident  with  order  in  a  great  fociety,  Tho 
pian  who  is  pofTeifed  of  the.  greateft  wealth, 
atid  the  moft  happily  circumftanced  in  every 
fefpeft,  (hakes  hands  with  the  workman 
whoiP  be  meets  on  his  way,  converfes  rt'ith 

^-  him, 
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him^  not  under  the  idea  of  doing  him  aa, 
honour>  as  is  often  the  notion  elfewhere— 
but  from  a  confcioufnefs,  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
that  he  may  at  fome  future  time  ftand  in 
need  of  his  afliftaricc  —  afterward,  without, 
any  fuch  interefted  confideration,  but  merely* 
through  habit/  and  the  force  of  education,, 
and  becaufe  he  fees  in  him  his  fellow-mant 
only  placed  in  a  different  fituation,  to  whom 
he  is  the  left  tempted  to  think  himfelf  fu*- 
perior,  as  it  often  happens  that  the  now  rich 
man  has  himfelf  once  been  in  a  Icfs  envia- 
ble (ituation.  This  natural  homage  paid.ta 
the  charader  of  man  pofleflTes  a  certain 
charm  which  is  truly  pleafing^  to  an  inde- 
pendent foul,  efpecially  when  experience 
proves  that  the  different  funftions  of  focicty 
are  not  the  lefs  fcrupulouily  refpeded  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  and  that  no  individual'  is 
thereby  fubje6l  to  any  greater  reftridion  in 
the  exercife  of  his  own  liberty. 

A  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the 
priefthood  is  an  objeft  much  to  be  defircd 
in  MafTachufetts  :  for,  though  it  be  lefs  here 
than  in  Conne^icut,  it  is  Hill  too  great. 
The  priefts  form  a  body  in  the  ftate :  they 
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are  excluiively  placed  at  the  bead  of  the 
colleges,  and  do  not  fufier  any  perfons  to  be 
admitted  as  tealcher^  except  tbofe  of  their 
own  cloth^  their  o^vn  jfci^y  and  their  own 
opinions  in  every  particular.  This  influence 
will  no  doubt  at  length  ceafe,  and  perhaps 
in  confequence  of  the  contrary  excefs.  ^  It  is 
not'  impo/Iible  that  an  indifference  to  religi- 
ous matters  may  become  general  through 
this  country^  wJiere  its  germ  is  already  dc*» 
veloped  i  and  I  am  not  of  the  number  of 
thole  who  think  fuch  an  Qvent  advantageous 
to  a*  nation* 

KINDERHOOK-L  ANDING . 

At  the  diftance  of  nine  miles  from  Stock- 
bridge,  the  traveller  enters  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  i  and,  after  having  traverfed  two  or 
three  tQwnfhips,  he  arrives  at  Kinderhook. 
In  the  country  which  he  now  traverfes,  each 
townflup  prefents  the  fame  kind  of  foil,  of 
culture,  confequently  of  produce  and  of  bufi- 
ncfs,  as  the  preceding.  Above  one  half  of 
the.  population  of  Kinderhook  are  Low  Dutch 
or  defceudents  of  Low  Dutch.  Thefe  peo- 
ple 
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pie  are  not  hady  to  change  old  habits  for 
new ;  accordingly  they  till  and  cultivate  the 
land  iti  the  fame  manner  now  as  they  did  a 
hundred  years  fince. 

It  appears  manife(Uy  evident  that  the  far* 
mers  of  New-England  have  a  confiderable 
advantage  over  them  in  point  of  producer 
yet  the  conviftion  of  evidence  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  them  deviate  from  their  old 
track.  They  fow  large  qu^Qtities  of  grain, 
efpecially  of  Indian  corn,  exhapit  their  lands, 
and  have  fmall  crops.  Few  of  them  keep- 
extenfive  meadows,  as  is  the  general  prac^ 
tice  of  the  farmers  come  from  New-Eng- 
land  — -  a  mode  of  cultivation,  beiides,  to 
which  the  foil  feems  befl  adapted,  and  which 
is  the  moft  certain  and  mod  folidly  advan-* 
tageous  to  the  judicious  farmer  who  purfues 
it.  Land  in  the  townfhip  of  Kinderhook  is 
worth  twenty  dollars  the  acre  in  fine  farms. 
Workmen  are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 

Five  miles  farther,  we  arrive  at  Kinder- 
hook-landing,  the  place  to  which  the  pro- 
ductions of  all  the  lands  on  this  fide  the 

Green 
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Green  Mountains  are  conveyed  for  cmbarka-  - 
fion  on  the  North  River,  fuch  as  fait  meat, 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  cider,  cheefe,  butter,' 
potatoes,  pot-afh,  flax-feed,  &c.  All  this 
produce  is  brought  down  in  light  waggons 
which  travel  rapidly,  arid  is  embarked  in 
floops  which  here  take  in  their  entire  lad- 
ing, or  fupply  what  is  wanted  to  the  car-, 
goes  which  they  were  unable  to  complete  at 
Albany.  The  different  articles  are  generally 
purchafed  in  the  country  where  they  were 
rarfed,  by  merchants  of  New* York  or  even 
of  the  vicinity  :  biit  it  fometimes  alfb  hap- 
pens that  the  farmers  themfelves,  expe<fting 
to  find  a  more  advantageous  market  at  Kin- 
derhook,  convey  their  commodities  hither, 
and  either  fell  them  here  or  fend  them  on 
their  own  account  to  New- York,  paying  the 
freight. 

The  village  of  Kinderhook-landing  is  a 
petty  affemblage  of  fmall  and  mean-looking 
houfes.  Six  or  feven  floops  belong  to  this 
place.     Salt  beef  is  here  iiifpefted,  and  cer- 

« 

tified  to  be  fit  for  exportation  :  that  of  prime 
quality  coft:s  fix  dollars  the  hundred  weight* 
^  Flax- 
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Flax-feed  is  fold  for  eighteen  (hillings  the 
bufiiel,  but  requires  to  be  again  cleaned  and 
freed  from  its  duft  before  it  be  deemed  fit 
for  exportation.     The  wheat  of  the  country, 

m 

which  is  of  beautiful  quality,  does  not  at  pre« 
fent  bear  a  greater  price  than  thirteen  ihil* 
lings  the  buihel ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
fine  flour  fells  no  higher  than  eight  dollars 
and  one  fhilling  per  barrel.  A  fortnight  (ince,' 
the  price  was  a  quarter  more :  but  the  caufes 
of  fo  materia]  a  difference  are  here  unknown. 

HUDSON. 

The  country  between  Kinderhook  and 
Hudibn  is  beautiful :  it  is  ibmewhat  hilly ; 
but  thofe  inequalities  in  the  ground  are  only 
fmall  eminences,  all  well  cultivated.  Here^ 
as  .in  every  other  part  of  the  country,  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  de« 
fcended  from  the  firfl  colonifls  who  fettled 
in  thefe  parts  in  1636:  the  remainder  are 
emigrants  from  New-England. 

The  town  of  Hudfon  was  begun  in  1784^ 
and  now  contains  above  four  hundred  houfes, 
•11    ncdX    and  wcU-built.      Its.  population 

amounts 
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amounts  to  nearly  three  tbouiand  fbuls^  of 
whom  about  two  hundred  are  (laves.  ■  Few 
towns  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  have  cx-» 
perienced  fo  rapid  an  iiicreafe :  but  during 
the  kft  two  years  that  increafe  feems  to  have 
been  flopped  in  its  progrefs.  The  town  rifes 
about  a  hundred  feet  abotre  the  river:  its 
"ibreets  iaterfeA  each  other  at  right  angles^ 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  in  the  new: 
towns.  Of  all  thofe  which  are  built  on  the 
North  River,  this  is  the  only  one  which  car- 
ries on  a  direft  foreign  trade.  VelFels  of 
every  fize  can  come  to  its  wharfs,  while  the 
obflrudlions  in  the  courfe  of  the  river  at  the 
diftance  of  twenty  miles  higher  prevent  vef- 
fels  of  more  than  eighty  tons  from  going 
up  to  Albany.  The  trade  of  Hudfon  confifts 
in  the  produce  of  the  foil,  the  produ6lions 
of  tanneries,  of  forges,  of  a  very  fine  rum*- 
diftiUery-^in  train-oil  (four  velfels,  belong- 
ing to  the  merchants  of  this  place,  being 
employed  in  the  whale-fi(hery)-^and,  finally, 
in  the  re-exportation  of  Weft^Indian  com* 
modities. 

Sixteen  or  eighteen  veflels  of  different  fizes 
are  employed  in  foreign  commerce;  and  fiv« 

or 
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x>t  fix  floops  arc  conftantly  engaged  in  the 
tlomeftic  trade  between  Hndfon  and  New- 
York,  and  convey  to  the  latter  the  country 
produce  which  is  not  diredly  exported  from 
Hudfon  to  foreign  countries.  The  to^\•^l  is 
inhabited  by  families  from  New-England> 
of  whom  a  confiderable  number  are  from 
Rhode-Ifland.  I  had  letters  for  Mr.  Jen- 
kins here,  a  quaker  from  Nantucket,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town,  of  which 
the  foil  was  purchafed  by  a  company  of 
thirty  pcrfons.  He  alone  poffefles  five  (hares 
in  that  company,  of  which  few  of  the  other 
partners  have  above  two,  and  fcveral  only  the 
half  or  quarter  of  a  (hare. 

The  politics  of  this  place,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  quakers,  are  univerlkny  anti- 
britifti. 

The  prefcnt  price  of  (hip-building  at  Hud- 
fon is  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  including  the 
timber  and  workmanfhip;  ready  for  lea,  fifty 
dollars  per  ton*  The  timber  comes  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  is  excel- 
lent white  oak.  The  purchafe  of  town-lots» 
which  are  fifty  feet  in  front  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  in  depth,  is  from*  three  hundred 
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and  forty  to  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars, according  to  their  fituation.  The  ad- 
joining lauds,  in  farm-lots  above  half-clear- 
ed, may  be  bought  for  ten  dollars  the  acre, 
and  are  good  foil.  Workmen  are  fcarce, 
and  muft  be  paid  fourteen  dollars  per  month« 
The  price  of  wheat  is  here  regulated  by  that 
which ,  it  bears  at  Albany  and  New-^York : 
at  prefent  it  is  thirteen .  (hillings  in  the  for- 
mer of  thofe  towns,  and  fourteen  in  the 
latter. 

Hudfon  is  a  port  of  entry,  and  has  a  col- 
leftor  of  cuftoms  fince  1795.  But,  to  guard 
againft  fraud,  veflels  coming  from  foreign 
parts  are  obliged  to  flop  and  make  their 
manifeft  at  New- York,  where  the  colle6lor 
fends  an  officer  on  board  if  he  think  pro- 
per. Thus  the  manifefts  are  principally  made 
at  the  New- York  cuftom-houfe.  The  value 
of  the  exports  frorp  Hudfon,  as  regiftered 
at  the  cuftom-houfe  of  that  place,  was,  in 
1795,  only  three  thoufand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

A  bank  is  eftabliflied  at  Hudfon,  under  the 
name  of  Columbia.  Its  capital,  which,  by 
the  law  for  its  incorporation,  is  reftri6ied  to 

a  hundred 
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a  hundred  and  (ixty  thoufand  dollars,  cpn(ift$ 
of  four  hundred  fhares,  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars each. 

SPERANZ  A.  —  FREEHOLD.  —  MAJOR 
PREVOST.— MONSIEUR  ROUERE. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  North-River 
ftands  the  new  town  of  Lambfburg,  to  which 
its  founders  have  alfo  given  the  nmodeft  name 
of  Speranza  (Hope).  This  town,  which  for 
a  number  of  years  had  contained  but  a  fingle 
and  pitiful  houfe,  cannot  really  date  its  ori- 
gin beyond  laft  year.  At  prefent  there  are 
fifty  houfes  erefted  in  it :  (hops  are  opened  ; 
merchants  are  eftablifhed.  A  brig  is  already 
built,  and  employed  in  trade  between  Spe* 
ranza  and  New- York.  This  infant  town 
will,  beyond  all  doubt,  experience  a  con- 
fideraUe  increaie:  it  enjoys,  in  common  *^^ith 
all  the  other  towns  built  on  the  weftern  bank 
of  that  beautiful  river,  the  advantage  of  an 
extenfive  back  country,  which,  in  proportion- 
as  it  becomes  cultivated,  will  furnifh  im- 
menie  quantities  of  produce^  that  cannot  find 
way  more  convenient  or  certain  vent  than 

the 
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the  North-River.  Bat  thofe  countries  are 
yet  for  the  greater  part  defert  wildcrneffcSt 
where  the  houies  are  few  and  difperfed* 
This .  is  a  common  obflacle  which  operates 
again(V  all  the  rowns»  and  for  the  prefent 
prevents  any  extraordinary  profperity  of  their 
commerce*  But^  \n  additioa  to  it,  Speranza 
will  moreover  have  to  conquer  the  habit  in 
which  the  farmers  have  been  of  carrying 
their  produce  to  the  neighbouring  towns  that 
have  been  longer  cflabli(hed»  .The  owners 
of  the  town-lands  are  now  engaged  in  the 
formation  of  a  road,  which,  joining  at  the 
dliAance  of  twenty  miles  the  road  that  leads 
&otn  Geneflec,  will  render  the  communica- 
tion with  Speranza  more  eafy  than  that  with 
the  other  towns,  and  muft,  when  fiuiftied^ 
caufe  a  preference  to  be  given  to  the  former: 
the  work  is  in  great  forwardnefs.  The  pro^ 
prietors  are  the  meilieurs  Livingftons  of 
New- York.  The  town-lots,  each  contain-* 
ing  a  q,uarter  of  an  acre,  already  bear  the 
price  of  j:wo  hundred  dollars* 

Colonel  Burr  had  given  me  a  letter  to  Ma- 
^r  Prcvoft,  who  lives  ia  the  townfh.ip  of 
Freehold,  lixteon  miles  difiant  from  Hudfou^ 

Above 
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Above  one  half  of  the  journey  is  performed 
on  the  new  road,  which  is  the  fineft  part  of 
it :  the  remainder  of  the  way  is  over  moun- 
tains, rocks,  fwamps  ;  in  fliort,  it  is  fuch  aa 
the  generality  of  the  roads  are  in  the  neW 
countries  of  America.      In   this   tradl   the 

number  of  fettlements  is  very  fcanty ;  and 

■ 

thefe  are  of  the  meaneft  appearance,  and  ab« 
folutely  in  their  infancy.  Few  houfes  have 
above  twenty  acres  of  ground  cleared  around 
them  3  and  many  haxe  much  lefs.  They* 
are  all  log-houfes  c  the  majority  of  the  ivw* 
lettlers  (and  they  are  the  better  clafs)  haVd: 
immigrated  from  Connedlicut. 

Major  Prevoft  has  a  neat  little  houfe  built 
on  a  traft  of  nine  thoufand  acres,  which  be- 
longs to  him.  He  is  fon  of  that  General 
Prevoft,  employed  in  the  Britifh  ferviccf 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  defence  of 
Savannah,  and  difgraced  his  charadler  by  tha 
burning  of  many  American  towns-  Previous 
to  the  revolution,  he  had  received  from  the 
king  of  England  a  grant,  to  himfelf  and  his 
fon,  of  about  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land 
in  different  provinces  of  America.  That  fon 
has  during  thirty-fix  years,  been  a  conftant 

Vol,  hi.  F  f  refident 
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refident  in  the  United  States*     Before  the 

•       •  •  ' 

commencement  of  the  war,  he  bad  married 
a  young  lady  of  Philadelphia;  and  he  lived 
dp  confiderable  time  in  Pennfylvania,  on  a 
farm  which  he  turned  to  good  account.  But 
a  part  of  his  property  became  involved  in 
Qoniequence  of  debts  contraded  by  his 
fa^her-in-Iaw  and  himfelf :  he  had  a  nume- 
rous family  to  provide  for»  and  was  unable 
to  recover  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  lands 
to  which  he  was  entitle4  :  he  therefore 
adopt&d  the  reiblution  of  retiring  to  that 
part  to  which  his  claim  was  the  Icaft  con- 
tefted,  there  to  live  with  economy,  and  pa«. 
tiently  await  tihe  moment  when,  recovering 
his  other  poiTefSons,  he  (hould  be  certain  of 
leaving  a  decent  fortune  to  his  children.  He- 
has  loft  his  firft  wife,  and  married  a  fecond 
at  Katlkill,  by  whom  he  already  has  three 
children.  He  has  fix  others  by  the  former 
marriage,  of  whom  two  have  long  been  and 
ftill  continue  in  the  Britifh  fervice. 

His  prefence  has  confiderably  enhanced  the 
value  of  bis  lands,  of  which  he  has  fold  all 
that  he  did  not  choofe  to  retain  in  his  own 
poflefiiion.     The  price  is  from  three  to  fix 

dollars 


»011TH  AK«R1CA,  CANADA,  &C.  435 

dollars  the  acre,  according  to  their  fituatioiu 
The  foil  is  in  general  good.     He  has  ereftcd 
a  corn«-mil]^  a  faw-mill;  and  one  for  grinding 
tanncr^s  bark*     Thefe  he  keeps  in  his  own 
hands ;  and  he  feems  to  condu6t  his  affairs 
with  a  confiderable  portion  of  intelligence* 
Major  Prevoft,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  has 
all  the  franknefs  of  an  honeft  Switzer  and 
of  a  genuine  honeft  Engliihman.     He  ap-» 
pears  to  be  an  excellent  father  ;  of  which 
his  prefent  mode  of  life  is  a  proof.     He  is 
beloved  by  his  neighbours,  feems  juft  and 
impartial  in  his  opinions,  fpeaks  well  of  the 
American  government,. and  is  a  good-natured 
and   agreeable   man«     He  has   difplayed   a 
noble  inftance  of  generofity  and  fenlibility  in 
the  notice  he  has  taken  of  a  diftrefled  French- 
man, a  monfieur  Rouere,  whom  he  difcover*- 
cd  at   Hudfon  in  extreme   poverty.      This 
Frenchman,  formerly  a  marechal-des-logis 
in   the   king's   body-guard,   and  now  fixty 
years  of  age,  has  adted  like  a  man  of  honour 
and   delicacy,  and,  far  from,  trefpaffing  on 
the  generous  difpofition  of  Mr.  JPrevoft,  dcf- 
clines  his  kindnefles  as  far  as  he, can.   Three 
hundred  dollars  received  from  his  family,  to- 

F  f  2  gethcr 


436  TSAVELS  THROUGH 

gether  with  a  fum  raifed  by  the  {ale  of  ibmc 
watches  and  articles  of  jewellery  which  he 
bad  brought  with  him,  have  eoabled  him  to 
purchaic  a  imall  farm  of  thirty  acr»^  tif 
which  only  6fteeTS  are  cleared.  Here  he  Ia« 
bours  from  morn  to  night  like  a  young  mair^ 
contents  himielf  with  the  fuftenance  of  milk 
and  potatoes,  forgets  his  misfortunes^  and 
renders  himielf  worthy  of  the  efteem  of  all 
thofe  who  jfet  any  value  ou  delicacy  of  fenti** 
pient* 

'  The  late  treaty  with  England  has  inured 
Mr.  Prevoft  with  the  hope  of  regaihing  po& 
ififfion  of  all  the  lands  to  which  his  title  is 
difputed  by  the  flates  in  which  they  He,  or 
by  different  individuals  who  have  ufurped 
them  under  various  pretexts^  and  hold  them 
without  any  real  right*  But  this  will  require 
a  fucceflion  of  ileady  exertions  continued  dur^ 
ing  feverai  years  :  it  will  be  necei&ry  to  at- 
tend the  various  ixibnnals  before  which  thofe 
claims  will  be  brought  under  difcufficn,  and 
to  urge  the  ^eed  of  lawyers  who  are  heavily 
•laden  with  bufinefs.  Many  of  his  opponents 
who  have  taken  poffeffion  of  his  lands,  are 
influential  men  i  he  is  the  fbn  of  a  Britifli 

general^ 
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general^  tod  has  himfelf  borne  arms  in  Ame- 
rica in  oppofitioa  to  the*  revolution  :  be  has 
two  fons  iu  the  iervicc  of  England  :  all  thefe 
fa£b,  I  grant,  do  not  in  the  teaft  impair  the 
juftice  of  Mr.  Prevoit^is  claims,  which  to  me 
appear  incontrovertible :  but  juftice  is  what 
people  often  find  it  mbfl  difficult  to  obtain 
from  the  minifters  of  juftice,  efpecially  in 
this  country  when  the  queftion  relates  to 
lands ;  and  Major  Prevoft  muil  unavoidably 
have  to  encounter  numerous  prejudices  and 
prepofieflions  operating  to  his  diiadvantage. 

During  my  ftay  at  Freehold  there  was  no 
mention  of  politics.  I  could  eaiily  guels  the 
political  fentiments  of  the  major  and  his  fa* 
mily :  but,  if  I  had  entertained  any  doubt  on 
the  fubjcdl:,  it  would  have  been  completely 
removed  by  obfcrving  the  avidity  with  which 
they  read  Peter  Porcupine  ♦. 

*  A  Philadelphia  paper  condu£led  by  an  Englifhman^ 
which  firft  made  its  appearance  during  the  laft  year,  and 
in  which,  amid  a  torrent  of  outrages  and  calumnies  pro« 
mofcuoufly  poured  otit,  with  fbme  wit  but  much  vulgarity, 
ag^inft  every  individual  who  ia  not  enrolled  under  tbeEng* 
lilh  banner,  it  is  laid  down  as  an  axiom  of  political  doc*- 
trine  that  America  cannot  do  better  than  to  place  herfelf 
in  a  ftate  of  dependence  on  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James's. 

F  f  3  Oa 
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On  the  wholct  it  is  impoifible  to  expe- 
xieuce  a3y*where  greater  civilities  than  I  re- 
ceived  from  Major  Prevoft  and  his  family, 
accompanied  by  great  fimplicity^  and  by  that 
pleaiing  manner  which  renders  ilich  beha* 
viour  ftill  more  agreeable.  My  ftay  with 
them  was  prolonged  by  a  flight  indifpofition^ 
which  afforded  me  a  new  proof  of  the  in* 
tereft  that  Monfieur  Guillemard  feels  for  me. 
At  this  time  he  was  at  Albany,  where  being 
informed  of  my  iUnefs,  he  hailened  to  me 
with  a  friendly  kindne&  which  in  him  is 
invariable ;  for  he  fhews  greater  conftancy 
in  his  affedlions  than  in  his  projeds.  This 
little  (icknefs  was  only  a  tertian  fever,  of 
which  I  have  experienced  feveral  attacks 
during  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  and  from 
which,  on  this  as  on  former  occaiions,  I  was 
relieved  by  ftrong  dofes  of  Jefuits*  bark. 

KATSKILL, 

The  road  from  Freehold  to  Katfl^ill  is  all 
bordered  with  habitations  more  or  lefs  re- 
cent,  but  all  of  \try  late  date.  Land  how- 
ever is  fold  at  pretty  high  prices  in  this  traft. 

At 
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At  Singlekillj  where  we  dined  on  the  Slftof 
Odober^  on  our  way  froqi  Freehold  to  KztC- 
kill,  the  price  of  uncleared  ground  is  from  fix 
to  (even  dollars  the  acre ;  farms^  having  one 
fourth  cleared^  are  fold  at  ten  or  twelve. 

Intermittent  fevers  are  very  common  in 
theie  parts  in  the  autumnal  ieaibn ;  and  it  is 
even  aiferted  that  during  the  laft  three  years 
they  have  been  more  than  ufually  frequent* 
They  had  been  very  prevalent  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fettlement,  and  had  be* 
come  leis  fo  for  fome  years  back«  As  tho 
inhabitants  can  affign  no  reaibn  for  this  re* 
turn  of  infalubrity,  they  attribute  it  to  ^*  fome- 
thing  in  the  air/*  But  what  happens  here 
is  very  uiual  in  new  countries,  which,  until 
they  be  entirely  or  in  great  meafure  cleared^  . 
become  more  unhealthy,  probably  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  exhalations  from  the  putrid 
fubftanccs  with  which  the  earth  is  covered, 
and  from  the  ftagnant  waters,  to  which  the 
adtion  of  the  fun  is  admitted  by  the  partial 
clearance  of  the  foil. 

Monficur  Guillemard  and  T — '"^    «••  now 
travel  together — had  a  let  ior 

Prevoft  to  Mr.  Bogardus,  K 

Ff4 
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The  latter  is  alfb  an  old  American  roydift; 
an  entbufiaftic  ^mirer  of  Peter  PorcafMSie, 
and  impreiTed  with  a  belief  that  Americm 
would  be  much  more  rich  and  profperous  and 
happy  if  (he  ftill  enjoyed  the  honour  of  be* 
longing  to  his  majefty  George  the  Third* 
jBut^  confidcred  in  every  other  light,  he  is  a 
generous  and  excellent  man,  extremely  ho(^ 
pitable,  and  one  with  wbofe  behaviour  wc 
have  the  greateft  reaibn  to  be  iatisfied*.  He 
inhabits  a  fmall  houfe  on  the  oppofite  bank 
of  the  creek  to'  that  on  which  ftands  the 
little  town  of  KatQuIL  To  this  houfe  is  at*» 
tached  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres*  He 
purchafed  the  whole  for  three  thouiand  dot* 
lars  fix  years  fince,  and  could  now  fell  the 
property  for  ten  thoufand*  It  is  true  he  has 
made  confiderable  improvements  on  the  ippt: 
at  the  time  of  his  purchafe  there  were  only- 
eight  houfcs  in  the  town,  whereas  at  prefent 
it  contains  about  a  hundred,  of  which  fome 
have  a  good  appearance. 

Seven  veffels,  moftly  floops,  belong  to  this 
little  towHi  and  are  conftantly  pafling  and 
repafling  between  Katlkill  and  New- York; 
A  fingle  brig,  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons* 

bur^QU 
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burden  is  employed  during  the  winter  in  the 
Weft* India. trade,  and  even  goes  to  Europe : 
it  is  owned  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Hudibn. 

Katikill,  like  all  the  other  towns  iimilarljr 
fituated,  receives  the  produce  of  the  back 
country:  but  a  natural  gap  in  the  Blue 
Mountains,  which  obliquely  feparate  the 
countries  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah  at 
the  comniencenient  of  its  courfe  from  thoic,  '-Ir 
watered  by  the  North*River  between  Albany 
and  Katflcili,  renders  the  communicatioa 
with  this  latter  place  more  eafy. 

-We  have  been  informed  that  pot  and  pearl 
a(h,  which  are  a  confiderable  article  in  the 
trade  of  new  countries  under  clearance,  are 
brought  to  Katfkill  from  the  diftance  of  above 
a  hundred  and  fifty  miles.     The  pot-afh  is 
£>ld  at  prefent  for  a  hundred  and  feventy-five 
dollars  the  ton.     The  ufual  price  is  a  hun« 
dred.     To  produce  a  ton  of  pot'^afli,  are  re- 
quired from  five  to  ieven  hundred  bufhels  of 
aAies,  according  to  their  quality  :  and,  in  all 
the  parts  which  I  have  lately  traver{od»"t 
aihes  are   fold   at  one   (hilling  the  buf 
The  pot-afh  is  infpedted  before  it  be  adm 
to  exportation :  yet,  whether  through  i 
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o(  flcill  or  want  of  ftriftnefs  in  the  infpcaor, 
it  is  often  found  to  contain  lime.     It  is  di^ 
tinguifhed  into  Hrft  and  iecond  quality.    Salt 
hccf  is  diftinguiHied  into  prime,  fecond^  and 
ordinary ;  pork^  into  prime  and  ordiaary. 

Katlkill  is  built  on  a  little  hill  which  fepa«- 
rates  Katlkill  creek  from  the  North-River, 
into  which  the  former  difcharges  its  Aream 
at  the  extremity  of  the  hill.     The  majority 
of  the  houfes  are  fituate  on  the  fide  next  the 
creek,  where  the  embarkations  take  place; 
fome  however  are  on  the  fide  next  the  great 
river.    The  property  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  town  ftands  is  difputcd  by  three  claim- 
ants I  but  the  poffeflion  is  held  by  one  of  the 
parties,  Clark  and  company,  by  virtue  of  an 
old  patent  that  he  has  purchafed,  and  on 
which  the  others  ground  their  claim.     Mean- 
time the  inhabitants   hold   their   lot  under 
Clark,  whom   they  confider  as    the  lawful 
proprietor.     But  this  exifting  difpute,  which 
the  others  are  in  no  hafte  to  bring  to  a  de- 
cifion,  prevents  many  perfons  from  coming 
forward  as  purchafers.     The  lots^  however, 
produce  a  good  price,  whenever  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  fale :  they  contain  each  half  a  rood, 

and 
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and  are  fold  Co  high  as  three  hundred  and 
fcvcnty-five  dollars.  The  mouth  of  the  creek 
is  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diflant 
from  the  town. 

Katikill  (lands  at  the  diflance  of  a  hun« 
dred  and  twenty  miles  from  New- York; 
and  the  waters,  which  during  the  prevalence 
of  tjje  ftrong  fouthcrly  winds  become  abfo- 
lutely  fait,  are  at  all  times  of  the  year  brack-> 
i{h«     The  tide  goes  up  as  far  as  Hudfon* 

Workmen  at  Katikill  are  paid  thirteen 
dollars  per  month,  and  are  not  eafily  pro- 
cured. Here  is  a  regular  market,  where 
beef  is  fold  at  eight  pence  the  pound. 

Along  the  North- River  is  carried  on  a 
great  trade  in  planks :  but  here,  as  in  Mafia- 
chufetts  and  the  diftricl  of  Maine,  the  planks 
do  not  contain  twice  the  thicknefs  of  the 
boards :  their  dimenfions  vary  in  different 
places  :  they  are  an  inch  and  half  tfajCk  At 
Albany,  an  inch  and  quarter  at  ttB^^  ^ 
is  on  thefe  dimenfions  that  all  boiji  t 

made  which  do  not  particularly  fpco 
wife.     The  boards  are  an  inch  thick, 
fuch  dimenfion,  are 
thoufand  feet;  planks] 
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two  -fhillings;  fhingles,  feven  dollars  and 
half  per  thoufand;  barrel-flaves»  feventeen 
dollars  and  half. '  The  (laves  are  of  oak ;  all 
the  reft,  of  yellow  fir.  Hemlock-bark,  df 
which  large  quantities  are  alfo  purchaied  for 
the  tanneries  of  the  country  and  thofe  of 
New- York,  is  fold  at  four  dollars  the  cord. 
At  Katikill  are  built  the  (loops  employed  in 
the  trade  between  that  place  and  New- York* 
At  prcfent  their  price  is  from  forty-three 
to  forty-five  dollars  per  ton,  ready  for  fca  2 
they  are  generally  of  from  feventy  to  ninety 
tons*  burden. 

Horfe-races  are  common  in  the  ftate  or 
New- York.  There  was  one  beyond  the 
river  on  the  day  that  we  flopped  at  Katfkill. 
Although  it  was  but  an  indifferent  race,  and 
this  part  of  the  country  is  not  inhabited  by 
wealthy  people,  the  bets  made,  on  the  occa* 
fion  exceeded  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  doU 
lars.  The  beft  races  are  faid  to  be  at  Pough- 
keepfie,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles  lower 
down :  they  take  place  on  regularly  ftated 
days,  and  I  have  been  aflured  that  the  wa- 
gers ibmctimes  amount  to  eight  thoufand 
dollars.     The  horfes  that  run  there  are  ufed 

for 
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for  no  other  purpofe;  and  their  price  is 
from  twelve  to  iixteen  hundred  dollars,  Wc 
have  alio  been  informed  that  the  ftrideft  ho- 
nour does  not  prevail  at  thofe  races. 

Katfkill,  fo  denominated  by  the  Dutch 
who  made  the  firft  fettlement  on  the  fpot, 
was,  by  the  Indians,  called  Katiketed,  which 
in  their  language  iignified  **  a  fortified  place/* 
No  foundation  for  that  name  can  be  dif- 
covered  in  the  appearance  of  the  country: 
^nd  it  is  moreover  well  known  that  the  In- 
xlians,  efpecially  at  that  time,  erefted  no  for- 
tifications. The  gr^at  quantity  of  human 
bcmes,  hatchets,  tomahawks,  and  arrows, 
found  buried  in  the  earth  around  Katflcill, 
prove  at  leaft  that  this  place  formerly  was 
the  principal  Icat  of  fome  confiderable  tribe. 

The  cultivation  of  the  foil  in  the,  vicinity 
of  Kat(kiU  is  indiffor<ent ;  the  lands  do  not, 
on  an  average  of  years,  produce  above  twelve 
bulhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  though  the  foil  is 
tolerably  good.  Thofe  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bogardus,  having  greater  attention  bcftowed 
on  them,  yield  him  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five.  ' 

There  has  occurred  this  year  on  a  part 

ox 
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of  hi$  eftate  a  pretty  remarkable  phsno-* 
menon.  All  this  tra<3;  of  country  is  a  fuc- 
cefiion  of  little  hills,  or  rather  fmall  ^leva-* 
tions,  detached  from  each  other,  and  only 
connected  a  little  9t  the  ba^s.  One  of  thofe 
hills,  the  neareft  to  Kat(kill-cre,ek^  and  ele^^ 
vated  about  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level 

*  ... 

of  the  creek,  foddenly  fujQfered  a  linking  of 
more  than  one  half  of  its  declivity.  It 
jBight  have  iBeafured  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  its  fummit  to  the  extremity 

.of  its  bafe,  followiqg  the  Une  of  inclination. 
A  breadth  of  about  eighty  fathoms  fell  in, 

^ beginning,  at  about  three  or  four  fathoms 
from  the  top.  The  funken  part  gave  way 
all  on .  a  fudden,  and  fell  fo  perpendicularly 
that  a  flock  of  fheep,  feeding  on  the  fpot, 
went  down  with  it  without  .being  overturn- 
ed. The  trunks  of  trees  that ;  remained  on 
it  in  a  half-rotten  ftate  were  neither  un- 
rooted nor  even  inclined  from  their  former 
dire£tion»  and  now  fland  at  the  bottom  of 
this  chftfm  of  above  four  acres  m  extent,  in 

.  the  fame  perpendicular  pofition,  and  on  the 
fame  foil.  However,  as  there  was  not  fuf- 
ficiejit  fpace  for  all.  this  body  of  earth,  which 

before 
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before  had  lairt  in  a  flope,  to  place  itfelf  ho- 
rizontally between  the  two  parts  of  the  hill 
that  have  not  quitted  -^heir  flation^  fbme 
parts  are  cracked  and  as  it  were  furrowed. 
But  a  more  flriking  circumftance  is,  that 
the  lower  part  of  the  hill,  which  has  pre- 
ferved  its  former  fhape,  has  been  pufhed  and 
thrown  forward  by  the  finking  part  making 
itfelf  room-. — that  its  bafe  has  advanced  five 
or  fix  fathoms  beyond  a  fmall  rivulet  which 
before  flo.)Vcd  at  the  dii^aqce  of  above  ten 
fathoms  from  it — and  that  it  has  even  en- 
tirely ftopped  the  courfe  of  its  ftream.  The 
greateft  elevation  of  the  chafm  is  about  fifty 
or  fixty  feet :  in  its  fides  it  has  difcoyered  a 
blue  earth  exhibiting  all  the  charad:eri{li|C8  qf 
marl,  and  which,  from  the  different  experi- 
ments that  Mr,  Bogardus  has  made  with  it 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  eftate,  feems  tp  pofiTefs 
all  its  virtues.  In  Ibme  of  the  ftrata  of  thi^ 
marl  is  found,  fulphat  of  lime  in  minute 
cryftals.  . 

It  is  not  known  what  may  have  been  the 
caufe  of  this  event,  which  the  people  here 
attribute  to  the  operation  of  water,  without 
well  knowing  why^  for  the  inhabitants  qf 

Katfkill 
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Katlkill  are  neither  dcep-rcad,  nor  verfcd  in 
natural  philofophy,  nor  addifted  to  obferva- 
tion.  This  finking  took  place  on  the  firft  of 
.  June  of  the  prefent  year,  unattended  by  any 
noife,  at  leaft  by  any  that  was  fufficiently 
loud  to  be  heard  either  at  Mr,  Bogardos's 
houfe  which  is  but  three  hundred  fathoms 
diftant  from  the  fpot,  or  in  the  town,  which 
is  feparated  from  it  only  by  the  narrow 
ilfcam  of  the  creek, 

Mr.  Bogardus  docs  hot  beftow  on  his 
neighbours  fo  favoutable  a  chara6ler  as  I 
have  heard  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  in  every  other  part  of  America  :  he 
defcribes  them  as  mifchievous  and  thievifli ; 
I  know  not  whether  upon  good  grounds,  or 
whether  he  does  not  extend  to  the  whole 
neighbourhood  this  general  accufation  of 
thievifhnefs  in  confequence  of  a  few  apples 
and  peaches  that  have  been  ftolen  from  him 
—or  whether  his  prcdile6lion  for  England 
may  not  have  perfonally  expofed  him  to 
fome  unpleafant  treatment. 

One  fa£k  however  may  be  adduced  in  fup- 
port  of  Mr.  Bogardus's  opinion,  A  bridge 
i>vcr  a  creek  at  two  miles  from  Katlkill  has 

lately 
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lately  been  burned  ;  and  the  country  people 
think  the  deed  was  perpetrated  with  a  view 
of  pronnoting  the  private  iutercft  of  a  par- 
ticular inn. 

KINGSTON. 

m 

\ 

A  wifli  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
twice  more  crofiing  the  North-River  in- 
duced us  to  prefer  the  weftern  road,  though 
lefs  frequented  than  the  other.  Between 
Katlkill  and  Kingfton  the  road  all  along  runs 
between  that  beautiful  river  to  which  th<: 
traveller  often  approaches,  and  the  Katikili 
mountains,  which  are  feveral  miles  diflant. 
As  far  as  Sagodus-creek,  the  country  is 
thickly  inhabited  :  in  many  places  the  farms 
are  of  confiderable  extent :  the  banks  of  the 
river  are  almoft  evcry-where  laid  out  in 
meadows ;  the  lands  farther  diftant  arc  ap- 
propriated to  the  produdion  of  grain  of 
every  kind.  You  frequently  difcover  very 
beautiful  proipeds  —  extenfive,  agreeable, 
rich,  on  the  fide  toward  the  river — ferious, 
romantic,  magnificent,  toward  the  moun- 
tains, whofc  forms  are  grand  and  variegated. 
Vol.  III.  Gg  You 
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You  pafs  Sagodus-creek  in  an  indifferent 
boat,  and  enter  a  forcft  of  wliitc  pines  grow- 
ing on  a  fandy  plain,  from  which. you  do  not 
emerge  till  within  two  miles  of  Kingftony 
thai  is  to  fay,  for  the  fpacc  of  feven  or  eight 
miles. 

Kingfton — formerly  called  Efopus,  a  nime 
ftill  ufed  by  the  country  people— is  the  chief 
town  of  Ulfter  county,  and  built  on  a  creek 
of  that  name  (the  fame  which  at  ibme  dif*» 
tance  affumes  the  appellation  of  Sagodus, 
Itnd  which  we  had  paffed  in  the  morning) 
in  a  beautiful  little  plain  bounded  on  the 
weft  by  that  fame  mafs  of  mountains  which 
here  too  are  ftill  called  the  Katflcill  moun* 
tains.  The  place  of  embarkation  is  two 
miles  lower  down,  near  the  North-River, 
at  the  mouth  of  Redout- creek.  This  town 
was  burned  on  the  lixteenth  of  Odlober 
1 777  by  General  Vaughan,  who  had  no  other 
motive  for  his  conduft  than  the  luft  of  dcvaf- 
tltion.  At  that  time  it  contained  a  hundred 
and  forty  houfes  :  nor  did  more  than  a  fingle 
barn  cfcape  from  the  effects  of  his  infernal 
-barbarity.  That  expedition,  which  none  of 
the  inhabitants  had  expefted,  deprived  them 

of 
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of  every  article  contained  in  their  houfes ; 
and  they  wcrie  unable  to  favc  any  thing 
except  their  lives<  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  autumn  two  or  three  houfes  were  al- 
ready rebuilt,  and  the  remainder  were  re- 
ftored  in  the  following  fummer.  As  they 
were  almoft  all  ftonc  houfes,  the  former 
walls  had  remained  {landing,  and  facilitated 
this  fpeedy  renovation  of  the  town.  It  now 
confifts  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  houfes, 
and  carries  on  the  fame  kind  of  trade  as  the 
other  towns  fituated,  like  it,  on  the  wcftern 
bank  of  the  North-River  ;  but  not  being  lb 
conveniently  circumflanced  as  Katfkill  for 
communication  with  the  back  country,  its 
commerce  is  lefs  extenfive ;  though  this  will 
be  confiderably  increafed  by  the  natural 
operation  of  time  in  fpreading  population 
through  thofe  trails,  which  are  now  for  the 
greater  part  un-inhabited. 

Six  floops  belong  to  the  town,  which  are 
employed  in  carrying  to  New-York  the  pro- 
duce that  it  receives,  fbme  articles  of  which, 
as  timber,  beef,  pork,  corn,  do  not  come 
from  a  greater  diflance  than  between  thirty 
and  thirty-five  miles,     Flax-fccd  is  brought 

G  g  2  from 
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from  the  banks  of  the  eaftern  branch  of 
Pelaware,  that  is  to  (ay,  from  the  difbince  of 
ieventy  miles.  As  &r  as  the  mountains^  the 
lands  which  environ  the  town,  and  are  called 
Flats,  are  of  the  heft  quality,  and  are  (old 
for  ninety  dollars  th?  acre  5  thofe  which  lie 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Flats,  from  five  to 
thirty-five  dollars.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
town  being  for  the  moft  part  of  Dutch  de- 
fcent, .  the  Low-Dutch  language  is  more  fa- 
miliar here  than  the  Engli(h.  There  is  no 
regular  market  in  this  town,  though  it  con- 
tain a  fchool,  an  academy,  a  court-houfe, 
a  prifon,  and  a  Dutch-Lutheran  church* 
When  beef  can  be  procured,  it  cofts  fix  pence 
the  pound. 

We  had  letters  to  Mr.  Van  Grofbeck,  one 
of  the  principal  fhop-keepers  in  the  town, 
and  formerly  a  member  of  Congreft.  To 
thofe  liters  we  were  indebted  for  an  invita- 
tion to  tea,  the  fmoking  of  fbme  fegars,  a 
few  glaffes  of  wine,  and  a  great  portion  of 
complaifance  in  anfwering  our  queftions : 
but  this  part  of  the  country  furniflies  few 
objefts  of  inquiry.  Mr.  Van  Grofbeck  feems 
a  good  kind  of  man,  and  very  temperate  in 

his 
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his  politics,  which  appear  to  intereft  him  lefs 
than  the  concerns  of  his  fhop.  A«  old  phy- 
iician,  on  the  gontrary^  whom  we  met  at 
his  houfe,  beflows  more  attention  on  politics 
than  on  mediciqe.  He  i^  a  decided  repub« 
lican,  wbofe  fufpicious  didruft  feems  in* 
capable  of  being  alloyed.  He  bears  a  name 
Ayhich  is  pelebrated  in  the  annals  of  liberty 
-T-rthat  of  De  Witt — ^aild  fays  he  is  defcended 
from  the  famous  John  De  Witt. 

Mr.  Van  Grofbeck,  in  principle  a  federalr 
ift,  but  very  tolerant  in  his  politics,  is  the  in- 
timate friend  of  Colonel  Burr,  whofe  por- 
trait, executed  by  a  lad  of  the  town,  he  has 
hanging  over  his  chimney-piece.  Mr.  Burr| 
having  difcovered  in  that  youth  a  great  diCr 
ppfition  for  painting,  procured  for  him  fuph 
lelTons  in  the  art  as  America  was  capable 
of  affording,  and  has,  at  his  own  expenfe, 
lately  fent  him  to  France  and  Italy  to  ftudy 
the  great  models  and  receive  the  beft  inftruc- 
tioqs.  The  life  of  Colonel  Burr  is  marked 
with  fimilar  traits  of  beneficence  and  gencr 
fofity. 

From  our  windows  we  difcover,  though 
^boye^  fpvcn  miles  dif^ant,  the  light  of  a ' 

G  g  3  conflagration 
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conflagration  in  the  woods,  which  has  alt- 
ready  laildd  eight  days.  Such  accidents  are 
very  frequent  in  the  clearing  of  lands  by  the 
^  aid  of  fircj.  The  (lighteft  inattention  iuflFers 
the  blaze  to  fpread  beyond  the  intended 
jbouads  t  in  which  cafe  it  is  imppflible  to  ex- 
ting]ui(h  it,  efpecially  at  this  time  when  the 
drought  and  the  falling  of  the  lesives  furnifh 
it  with  the  means  of  rapidly  extending  it$ 

■ 

ravages.  It  aUb  frequently  happens  that 
conflagrations  are  caufed  in  the  woods  by  the 
hunters,  who,  for  the  purpqfe  of  m.ore  cer- 
tainly killing  the  deer,  (iurround  with  fire 
the  places  where  they  fuppofe  them  to  \ft. 
Some  of  thefe  lines  of  fire  are  feveral  niile$ 
in  circumference:  their  breadth  is  incon- 
fiderable ;  for,  however  narrow  they  may  be, 
the  deer  never  crofs  them.  The  hunters 
generally  adopt  the  neceflary  precautions  to 
prevent  the  flame  from  communicating :  but 
fbmetimes  thofe  precautions  are  neglefted: 
fometimes  alfb,  although  they  have  been  ob- 
fcrved,  S  fudden  wind  fpreads  the  fire,  which 
often  confumes  the  entire  inclofure,  and 
even  great  trads  beyond  its  bounds,  involv- 
ing in  the  conflagration  all  the  fettlements 

and 
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and  houfes  it  irieets  in  its  way»  and  thus  re- 
ducing many  fatnilles.to  ruin^ 

Lime-ftone  is  very  common  in  this  part : 
the  inhabitants  have  already  begun  to  burn 
large  parcels  of  it,  and  fend  it  to  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands.  At  Poughkeepfie  is  burned 
a  great  quantity,  which  is  fold  at  New- 
York  for  a  fhilling  the  bulhel.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  which  is  highly  advantageous  to 
the  country,  may  poflibly  clafh  with  General 
Knox's  fpeculations  on  his  lime  from  the  dif-' 
trid  of  Maine,— The  freight  of  corn  front 
Kittgfton  to  New- York  is  fix  pence  per 
bufhel ;  to  Albany,  it  is  ten  pence. 

A  confiderable  traffic  in  fait  fifh  is  carried 
on  at  Kingilon.  The  fmall  bay  near  tha 
landing-place  facilitates  the  fifhery  of  fhad; 
herrings,  and  falmon,  which  come  up  Hud- 
fon's-River  in  abundance  in  the  fpring  fea- 
fon,  and  to  the  catching  of  which  the  in- 
habitants of  this  trad  are  more  attentive 
than  thofe  of  any  other  part  on  the  banks  of 
that  river. 
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NEW.PATTZ. 
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. .  We  were  informed,  at  Kingfton,  that,  in 
purfoing.  the  road  which  runs  at  the  greater 
diftance  from  the  river^  we  (hould  have  no 
creeks  to  pafs,  and  ihould  find  good  inns. 
We  eame,  however,  to  Walkill-creek,  which 
we  were,  obliged  to  crois.in  a  boat  fo  full 
of  water,  that,  notwithftanding  our  caution^ 
we .  were :  compelled  to  fit  on  hor(e-back 
during  the,  paflage :  and,  inftead  of  good  inns, 
we  found,  only  a  wretched  tippling-houfe. 
The  road  approaches  the  fame  mais  of 
mountains  which  we  faw  yefterday  under 
the  name  of  the  Katfkill  mountains,  but 
which  here  are  called  by  that  of  Changung. 
The  country  in  general  confifts  of  beautiful 
and  fertile  plains,  but  fbmetioies  interfperfed 
with  fandy  tra£ls,  and  woods  of  little  value. 
The  Walkill  is  the  fame  creek  which  at 
Kingfton  bears  the  appellation  of  Redout- 
kilL  In  the  Low-Dutch  language,  iiM  fig- 
nifies  creei :  and,  as  the  Dutch  were  the  firft 
fettlers  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  and  more 
particularly  afterward  of  the  weftern  bank 

of 
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of  the  North- River,  fuch  towns,  mountains, 
and  creeks,  as  have  not  preferved  their  ori-r 
ginal  Indian  names,  have  for  the  mod  part 
received  Dutch  appellations.  The  country 
bordering  on  the  Walkiii  is,  to  a  confider- 
able  diftance  back,  annually  infefted  with 
autumnal  intermittent  fevers. 

New-Pattz  is  almod  univerfally  inhabited 
by  families  of  French  extradion,  whofc  an- 
ceftors,  having  quitted  France  on  account  of  '^ 
their  religion,  took  refuge  firft  in  Holland, 
then  paffed  over  to  America,  and  eftabliihed 
them'felves  at  Pattz,  a  very  old  fettlemcnt 
founded  by  a  Dutch  colony.  About  forty 
years  fince,  thofe  families  quitted  Pattz,  and 
took  up  their  refidence  a  few  miles  farther, 
in  a  diftrift  to  which  they  have  given  the 
appellation  of  New-Pattz.  They  now  pre-, 
ferve  no  other  charafteriftics  of  their  Gallic 
origin  than  a  traditional  recolle£lion  of,  and 
a  fond  attachment  to,  the  land  that  gave 
birth  to  their  progenitors.  Their  names, 
flill  remaining  the  fame,  are  written  and 
pronounced  after  the  Dutch  manner.  Thefe 
people  do  not  underftand  a  word  of  French, 
but  fpeak  bad  Dutch  and  bad  £ngli(h :  there 

is 
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is  nothing  in  their  manners  by  which  an 
obierver  may  be  reminded  of  the  country 
whence  they  ha\x  originated :  they  are  duU 
lorpid  HolhinderSy  as  favage  as  all  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  country  whom  we  have 
met  fince  our  paflage  of  the  North-River- 
Their  religion  is  the  Dutch  reformed.  Each 
of  ihefc  families,  in  fome  inftances  even  the 
pobn&j  has  one  or  two  negroes  or  negrefles ; 
ilavery  being  as  flridly  maintained  in  the 
ilate  of  New- York  as  in  that  of  Virginia; 
with  this  difference^  however,  that,  as  (laves 
are  leis  numerous  here,  they  are  much  better 
treated.  The  price  at  which  they  are  fold 
is  four  hundred  dollars  for  a  full-grown 
man  ;  half  that  price  for  girls.  Thefe  (laves 
arc  not  baptifed  or  inftrufted  in  religion,  but 
are  in  that  refpeft  kept  in  the  loweft  ftate  of 
degradation.  The  quakers  and  anabaptifts 
who  conftitute  a  part  of  the  population  of 
new  Pattz,  have  no  flaves. 

The  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  are  good ; 
and  their  price  is  from  (ixteen  to  twenty 
dollars  the  acre.  Their  produce  is  conveyed 
to  Kingfton,  but  oftencr  to  New- York. 
They  are  for  the  greater  part  laid  down  in 

meadow  St 
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fpcadows,  and  feed  abundance  of  cattle. 
The  meadow  hulbandry  does  not  continue 
longer  than  tliree  years^  after  which  fuc' 
coeds  a  crop  of  grain.  The  culture  of  the 
grain  is  bad^  and  the  lands  do  not  produce 
above  ten  or  twelve  buftiels  per  acre,  or 
itwentj'-five  bufliels  of  Indian  corn.  The 
price  of  grain  here  is  regulated  by  that  in  the 
New- York  market :  it  is  at  prefent  thirteen 
ihilUngs  the  bufticl :  Indian  corn  is  at  a  dol- 
lar  and  half.  During  the  laft  fpring,  hay 
was  fold  at  five  dollars  per  thou fand- weight: 
its  ufual  price  is  from  three  to  four. 

Workmen  are  not  eafily  procured  here ; 
.becaufe,  as  foon  as  they  have  been  able  to 
amals  a  little  money,  they  go  to  the  new 
countries  and  become  farmers  themfelves. 
They  muft  be  paid  from  ten  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  fometimes  two  dollars 
a  day  in  the  harveft-time.  The  greater  part 
of  the  immigration  to  thefe  new  countries 
is  from  beyond  the  river,  and  from  the  ftatc 
of  New-York  itfclf. 

Complaints  are  made  here,  as  in  every 
other  place  through  which  we  have  pafled, 
fif  the  extrem'e  drought,  which  dries  up  all 

the 
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the  waters,  and  reduces  the  greater  number. 
of  the  mills  to  a  ftate  of  iuadtivity. 

.    NEWBURG  AND  NEW-WINDSOR. 

The  road  from  New-Pattz  to  Newburg  is 
a  continued  fucceilion  of  inequalities.  It 
crofies  all  the  hills  which  feparate  this  p^rt 
of  the  country  from  the  North-River.  The 
country  is  thickly  peopled,  and  exhibits 
pretty  confiderable  farms,  and  vaft  barns,  al- 
moft  univerfally  furrounded  with  ricks  of 
bay.  The  lands  are  for  the  moft  part  kept 
io  meadows :  but,  each  farni  containing 
within  its  boundaries  different  expofures  of 
high  and  low  laud,  a  portion  is  always  as 
regularly  devoted  to  t^e  plough.  Such  is 
the  praftice  in  the  generality  of  the  farms  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  and  to  fome  dif- 
tance  back. 

Newburg,  which  alfq  lies  in  Ulfter 
county,  is  built  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  fituate  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  be- 
low the  extremity  of  the  Highlands.  The 
back  countries  of  which  this  town  receives 
the  produce  being   more   thickly   inhabited 

than 
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than  tho(e  that  fupply  the  other  towM 
through  which  we  have  hitherto  paiFed,  its 
trade  with  New- York  is  m^e  cxtenfivc 
than  theirs.  Yet  only  fix  floops  belong  to 
Newburg :  but  thofe  floops,  on  account  of 
the  fmall  diftance  of  New- York,  perform 
almofl:  twice  as  many  voyages  as  thofe  even 
of  Katfkill,  which  lies  only  fixty  miles  higher. 
The  produce  from  the  banks  of  the  wcftern 
branch  of  Delaware  comes  alfo  to  Newburg 
by  roads  which  are  faid  to  be  very  good.  It 
is  averred  that  above  ten  thoufand  cafks  of 
butter  are  annually  (hipped  at  Newburg  and 
New-Windfor,  The  quantity  has  even  beea 
greater  this  year,  and  muft  receive  a  further 
increafe  from  the  extenfion  of  the  fettle- 
ments  and  the  improvements  in  agriculture. 
New-Windibr  neverthelefs  is  in  a  ftate 
of  decreafe ;  a  great  bar,  which  renders  the 
approach  to  it  tedious  and  difficult,  caufing 
a  preference  to  be  given  to  Newburg,  which 
will,  it  is  probable,  entirely  abforb  the  trade 
oi'  the  former  place.  Notwithftanding  this 
diladvantage,  New-Windfor  ftill  has  two  or 
three  floops  employed  in  conftant  voyages  to 
and  from  New* York.     That  town,  fituate 

in 
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in  Orarigc-county  and  two  miles  belpny  ISfcw-* 
burg,  confifts  only  of  about  forty  boufesj^ 
^whereas  N&vburg  contains  at  leaft  four 
times  that  number,  almoft  all  built  fince  the 
war.  There  were  not  twenty  crcfted  off 
the*  fpot  when  General  Wafhington  made  it 
his  head  quarters  in  177g. 

The  profpeft  here  is  grand.  To  the  left, 
the  eye  follows  through  an  extenfive  fpace 
the  majeflic  courfe  of  this  beautiful  river^ 
bordered  in  its  whole  length  by  little  hills  of 
variegated  forms  and  all  well  cultivated  : — 
in  front  it  commands  a  view  of  the  river 
two  miles  in  breadth,  and  of  the  hills  on  the 
other  fide,  well  cultivated  likewife  and 
thickly  inhabited :  behind  thcfe,  rife  the 
mountains  which  a  little  farther  form  the 
Highlands,  and  which,  though  very  ele- 
vated, are  alfo  covered  with  farms,  houfes, 
and  cultivation  : — more  to  the  right,  the  eye 
penetrates  the  narrow  channel  which  the 
river  has  formed  for  its  paffage  through  thefc 
loftv  and  beautiful  mountains,  and  dilcovers 
the  fortifications  of  Weft-Point :  farther  to 
the  right,  the  view  is  intercepted  by  that 
fame  chain  of  mountains  which  recede  in 

waning 
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waning  perlpcAivc  to  the  weft,  where  they 
J^in  the  Alleghany  ridge.  The  inhabitants 
of  Newburg  are  almofl  univerfally  imm> 
grants  from  New-England.  We  are  in- 
formed here  that  Orange-county  is  peopled 
by  Irifli  and  Germans,  who  are  all  induf^ 
trious  and  good  farmers. 

At  NewvYor^  a  houfe  is  building  for  the  ^ 
college  called  the  academy.     The  expenle  is 
defrayed  by  the  prelbyterians,  who,  having 
for  this  purpofe  obtained  the  endowment  of 
an  extenfive  tradl  of  land   granted  to   the 
cpifcopalians  in  the  time  of  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment, thus  fulfil  (he  condition  annexed 
to  that  donation.     This   academy   receives 
moreover  the  annual  fum   of  four  or   five 
hundred  dollars  from  the  funds  deftined  by 
the  (late  of  New- York  for  the  fupport  and- 
encouragement  of  fchools. 

The  price  of  every  article  has  rifcn  here, 
as  in  all  other  parts  of  America,  (ince  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  Workmen  are 
fcarce ;  and  their  wages  are  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  dollars  per  month.  Beef  cofts  eight 
pence  the  pound;  a  pair  of  oxeu,  from  eighty 

to 
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to  a  hundred  dollars ;  a  good  cow,  twcuty- 

five. 

.  We  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Grofbcck 
of  Kingfton  for  Mr.  Seight,  a  lawyer  of 
Newburg»  from  whom  we  experienced  more 
civilities  than  fcrvices ;  for  he  could  not  in 
fix-and-thirty  hours  procure  us  a  fmall  boat 
to  convey  us  to  Weft-Point,  whither  we 
had  fent  our  horfes  acrofs  the  mountains. 
We  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  garrifon's 
boat,  which  was  fent  to  us  by  the  command* 
ing  officer  when  he  found  that  we  did  not 
arrive. 

PASSAGE   OF   THE   NORTH-RIVER   IN 

THE  HIGHLANDS. 

The  navigation  from  Newburg  to  Weft- 
Point  prefents  one  of  the  moft  grand  and 
majeftic  views  that  can  be  feen  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  The  river,  exceeding  two 
miles  in  width,  narrows  its  ftream  to  pafs 
between  the  mountains,  in  a  channel  whofe 
breadth  is  not  more  than  half  a  mile.  The 
mountains  through  which  it  forces  its  way, 

though 
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though  not  vtry  loftf,  exhibit  the  moft 
dutiful,  the  thoit  variegated,  and  the  mod 
majeftic  fotMS.    lb  fome  places  we  behold 

maffe^  of  rock  tow«ring  in  perpendicular  aU 
dtade,  and  threatening  each  moment  to 
criiih  in  their  fall  ^vhatever  paflfes  beneath 
their  feet.  In  other  parts  their  form  is  more 
indined :  but  here  they  are  iefs  naked,  and 
bear  a  fbw  oaks,  a  few  pines,  a  few  cedars, 
which  ^row  on  the  rocks,  though  the  eye 
Cannot  difccrver  the  earth  which  nouriKhel 
thetn.  Again,  t^efe  great  mountains  recede 
from  eath  other,  and  their  place  on  the 

b^fliks  of  the  fh%am  is  occupied  by  Irttle  hills^ 
bf  ftf  rile  ibil,  afid  in  many  pans  cultivated, 
l^e  rivet  inceffantly  winds  through  thefe 
different  mountains :  and  the  profpcd  here 
is  ihc'orti'parahly  tnore  beautiful  than  that  of 
the  jundion  of  the  Potowmack  and  the  She- 
nandoah in  the  Blue-Rid^e. 

Weft-Point  is  in  the  narroweft  part  of  this 
paffage,  which  is  eighteen  miles  in  length. 
It  is  a  promontory  which  advances  a  con- 
liderable  way  into  the  natural  bed  of  the 
river,  and  forces  the  ftream  in  a  forward 
direftion,  wbere  another  mountain  on  the  op- 

Vol.  III.  Hh  pofice 
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pofite  fhore  prefents  to  it  an  obftaqle  equally, 
unfurmountable,  and  drives'  it  back  to  the- 
fide  which  it  had  quitted  ;  fo  that  the  water 
abfoluteJy  fiirrounds  this  fpot,  which,  by  its 
pofition,  commands  the  navigation  of  that 
great  river.  Its  channel  at  Weft-Point  docs 
not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth* 
This  is  the   poft  that  General  Ai:iK>ld  in- 

tended  to  betray  to  General  Clinton.     The 

«   •  •      •  .  ■ 

former  at  that   time  commanded .  the  ad- 

*  * 

vanced  guard  of  the  American  ariny^  ajid 
the  accompliihment  of  his  fcheme  would 
for  a  long  time  have  retarded  the  termiqa- 
tion  of  the  war.  I  have  {ecu  tha  houfe  in 
which  the  interviews  took  place  between 
that  traitor  and  the  unfortunate  major  An- 
dre  :  it  was  that  where  Arnold  had  his  head- 
quarters ;  it  ftands  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile 
from  Weft-Point,  and  on  the  pppofite  bank. 

WEST-POINT. 

This  poft  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  at 

prcfent  in  which   it    was  during   the   war. 

Fort^Putnam — which  ftands  on  the  fummit 

of  the  mountain^  and  of  which  the  objed 
•      ».  ■ 

was 
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was  to  cut  ofF  all  approach  to  Weft-Point 
from  behind,  as  well  as  to  fupport  fome  ftill 
farther  advanced  intrenchments  on  the  neighs 
\)ouriDg  mountalns~had  been  begun  in  ma- 
ion's  work  by  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate 
Kofciufkoy  at  that  time  employed  as  an  en« 
gineer  in  the  American  army.  That  forti- 
fication was  continued  two  years  iince  by 
Monfieur  Vincent,  a  French  engineer,  and 
upon  an  excellent  plan.  But  thirty-five 
thoufand  dollars  e:£pended  on  it  by  Monfieur 
Vincent  have  been  no  better  than  a  ufclefs 
expenditure,  fince  the  further  fum  of  forty- 
live  thoufand,  requifite  for  the  completion  of 
that  great  and  interefting  work,  has  been  re- 
fufed — and  the  fine  ereftions  in  ftone  which 
are  half  finifhed,  together  with  the  cafemates 
which  are  only  commenced,  remain  expofed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  fevere  winters  of 
this  climate,  which  will  fpeedily  deftroy 
thofe  walls  unlefs  Congrefs  will  grant  the 
money  neceffary  for  at  leaft  covering  them. 

In  every  other  inflance  the  American  go- 
vernment fhow  the  fame  inattention  to  all 
the  gra;id  objefts  of  primary  importance  : 
they  diiplay  great  zeatand  launch  forth  ipto 

Hh2  great 


g-ear  aad  f  jtnctimcs  excs^Tc  cxpenfles  cfiir- 
ih^  ulie  £rii  vsar.  and  xfiirvard  zzaHy 
tie   f- re  lies.      Hence   '^c-e   fee    jccrderaiblc 

rrcft   cvT'ien:    t:r-:t:f=    cf  irz^rcTicerLce    and 

Tl:crs  is  no  ether  f-Tri£ci::cG  i^  Weft- 
Point,  where  increed  ijic  hand  cf  nanre  nas 
jJr-adv  d*mfz  ic  nucii,  that,  ih  caic  cf  ei:ncr- 
^lern-v-  lu  rr.'rr.:  vcc  be  rue  into  a  reipccr- 
ahle  Ira:-:  •:3t'  :ertn:^     D'-irji-i  the  war,  this 


rart  :f  the  crrunrrv.  en  hcch  tdes  cf  rfie 
river,  was  :/_^c:v-iwn  w:rh  UnJlI  rcrrs,  a£ 
which  the  v-itig-s  are  irili  ro  be  leen,  and 

A..T:::r:'.:ans  had 
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Uc.iineiiii  :..-  ill  zzz^t  -z.zxZ^  Arher-  :ne  United 
Scn:-:^  ^nztrrj^s.  i  milicnrv  ::.rzt  >  :ei:ces  aa 
-I!!::.*':!  -am.licn  i:  cr.ienc  'vich  :he  arn::^  cf 
Gen^:.i^  Vy'iue  In  rie  Wiit:e*-a  Temtcrv. 
Thii  jcr-rs  \::iz:/  j^nibcuscs  above  one  fcurtn 
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part  of  the  Apaerican  {landing  army,  of  which 
the  to^al  nunniber  is  Qnly  three  thoufand  four 
hundred  men  ;  and#  fmall  as  that  number  b, 
it  caiinqt  be  corppletedi  So  e^fy  and  com-* 
for  table  are  the  circiimftances  of  the  people 
in  Arperica,  and  fuch  jheir  independei>ce  of 
fpirit,,  that— notwithftanding  all  the  tempta- 
tions  of  liberal  pay,  cxtrepic  facility  in  ob- 
taining  furlpugljfs,  and  indulgences  of  every 
kind  granted  to  the  foldiers,  together  with 
the  gentlenefs  of  the  difcipline  arid  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  the  engagements— it  i^  found  difficult 
to  recruit  that  little  army :  ye^,  although 
the  law  of  the  United  States  ordains  that 
nonp  be  admitted  into  the  military  body  ex- 
cept  natives  of  America,  Eiiglifli  deferters 
are  enlifted,  Germans,  Iriljimen  newly  ar- 
rived, in  fliort  every  one  who  prefents  him- 
fclf  5  and,  ^ftcr  all,  the  ranks  are  not  filled 
to  their  due  complement. 

I  (hall  fp.eak  elfevyhere  of  the  pay  of  the 
American  Jroops.  The  fault  to  which  they 
are  mofl  addicted  is  drunkennefs,  which  is  fb 
habitual  tha,t  it  efcapes  punifliment.  Theft 
is  very  rare  among  the  foldiery,  as  indeed  in 
the   country   in  general:  but   to  filch  pro- 

H  h  3  vifion:^ 
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•  •  •  . 

yifions  or  liquor  is  not  confidered  as  theft :  it 
is  a  fort  of  cuftomary  privilege  at  which  the 
officers  are  obliged  to  connive,   but  which 

•  •  •        •     . 

never thelefs  does  not  extend  to  the  fl:e2^1ing 
of  live  poultry,  flieep,  or  other  animals*;  al- 
though it  would  not  be  quite  fafe  to  leave 
thpfe  fame  animals  expofed,  when  dead' and 
hanging  up  ready  for  ufc.  Defertions  fbme- 
times  happen,  but  in  no  confiderable  number. 
The  term  of  fervice  was  heretofore  three 
years  j  it  is  now  extended  to  five ;  and  the 
bounty  for  enliflment  is  fourteen  dollars, 

« 

One  mufl  not  expeft  to  find  the  American 
troops  well  trained  or  remarkable  for  neat- 
nefs :  a  European  eye  is  fhocked  by  their 
want  of  cleanlinefs  and  their  unfoldierlike 
appearance.  But  thefe  are  defe(5ls  arifing 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  ;  and  the 
recruiting  fervice  would  proceed  flill  more 
flowly,  if  greater  ftri6^nefs  were  ufed  to  re- 
medy them.  This  corps  is  exercifed-as  the 
other  troops,  but  with  no  greater  fuccefs. 
They  are  alfo  taUght  to  fire  cannon  and 
mortars ;  and  this  is  the  branch  to  which  the 
chief  attention  is  paid.  The  officer,  how- 
ever, knows  little  more  of  the  bufinefs  than 

the 
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the  private  foldier :  and  the  government  doed 
not  adopt  any  meafures  to  provide  that  lione 
but  ikitful  officers  be  admitted,  which  indeed 
it  would  be  difficult  to  accomplifti  in  this 
country— nor  even  to  have  them  inftrudtesd 
after  their  admiffipn^  which  would  be  an 
eafier  talk.  The  corps  of  officers,  firft  efta- 
blifRed  about  two  years  fince,  is  compofed  of 
men  of  all  countries.  Such  of  them  as  we 
hav%^  f^n  are  men  of  advantageous  appear- 
ance^ and  feemed  to  be  very  good  company : 
but  thefe  were  only  ten  in  number ;  and  we 
have  been  informed  that  all  the  others  do 
not  in  thefe  particulars  referable  them.  The 
officers  ar^  paid  from  thirty-five  to  fevepty 
dollars  per  month,  with  the  liddition  of  a 
greater  or  fmaller  number  of  rations  accord- 
ing to  their  grade.  They  are  lodged  in  fmall 
houfes  irregularly  built  on  an  extenfivc  ef. 
planade  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  where 
they  have  better  accommodations  than  the 
French  officers  ever  have  had  in  barracks. 
The  commanding  officer  is  Monfieur  dc 
Rochefontaine,  who  ferved  m  the  army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  entire  period  of 
the  war.     He  has  iihce  been  ia.the  French 

H  h  4  fervice  ; 
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fervice;  tnd  he  pofle&s  much  greater  know*- 
ledge  and  (kill  than  any  of  his  officers. 

I  know  not  why  the  little  anpy  of  tks 
United  States,  coniiiling  of  three  thoaiandi 
four  hundred  men^  is  not  exclufively  ccxn- 
poied  of  artillerifts,  and,  efpecially,  provided 
with  a  greater  number  of  officers.    In  tioHi 
oT'peace,  tfaofe  artilierifts  might  occupy  die 
frontier  pofis  as  ufefully  as  any  other  traof^  z 
they  would  even  be  more  ferviceable^  finco 
the  occupation  of  tboie  pofls  if  entirely  n 
fervice  of  defence,  and  a  iiiial}  detachraeqt 
of  artillery  is  Rationed  in  each.    The  piaop 
of  the  regiments  now  on  foot,  which  are  oot 
artillery,  would  be  completely  fof^Iied  in 
war-time  by  the  militia  or  contineatal  troops 
which  then  mud  be  railed  or  a0eaibled ;  and 
thus  the  United  States  would  at  lead  poflefe 
an  effe6live  force  of  three  thouiand   four 
hundred   artiUeriils,  whofe  pay  would  fiot 
coft  them  more  than  that  of  the  other  regi- 
ments. 

But— -again  be  it  remarked— the  Amerii- 
can  governmeuit  betray  the  utoioft  improyi* 
dence,  careleifiiefs,  and  ignorance,  in  every 
branch,  and  efpecialiy  in  what  concerns  the 

military 
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ruiUtary  dfjpvtmeo^  It  is  a  frivolous  C3?r 
cufc  to  fky  tb»t  tbp  €:p5cutivc  power  19 
cr^rpped  by  thp  CQngirfe ;  th»t  may  iodecd 
be  tho  fl»i5?  with  refpei^  tp  the  cxpenfes  rc- 
c^^ired  far  the  fiipport  of  a  rnore  nvpocrovis 
Vroy?  or  even  for  tljc  predion  an4  maiptP* 
nanpe  of  th^  oeceffary  fortifications :  biit  it 
is  oot^  it  cannpt  be^  true  with  refpc.^^  tq  ther 
rooft  iifcful  mocje  of  cropjpying  the  funaf 
granted* 

There  is  alio  at:  Weft-Point  a  fmall  arfe/na^ 
^osLtaioing  between  fix  and  fipvefi  t^oufand 
fland  of  arms.  It  is  kept  in  much  worie 
order  th9n  that  of  Springfield,  forty  pieces 
pf  cannoQy  of  all  fizes^  and  about  the  &m9 
iiymber  of  carrfages,  many  of  which  were 
not  made  for  the  pieces,  are  kept  at  Weft? 
Ppint^  partly  in  the  ftx)res^  partly  plaQted  ii^ 
various  places  for  the  defence  of  this  an4 
the  furrpunding  ppfts^  which  would  require 
above  a  hjundred.  jProbably  a  time  may 
come  when  more  capable  men  will  be  place4 
at  the  head  of  the  different  departments,  and 
when  thefc  objefts  of  primary  importance 
will  engage  more  ferious  confideration.     But 

mean- 
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jneanwhlle  much  valuable  time  ii  loft,  and 
nearly  all  the' expenife  incurred  is  fruitlefs. 

It  may  be  ideemtd  furprizing  that  the  mi- 
ll tstry'fyftem  of  England-is  that  which  is  fol- 
lowed in  this  little  handful  of  an  army.  In 
the  firft  place,  iris  in  itfelf  a  moft  wretched' 
model  for  imitatiort :  *  ttnd  befides  it  would 
liave  been  both  proper  and  ufeful  for  the 
American  governntient  to  break  through  thtf 
Englifh  habits,  in  this  inftance  in  pafticular, 
and  efpecially  for  the  purpofe  of  adopting 
fbmethiiig  better.  The  army  is  alfo  drefled 
in  Englifh  cloth  ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  re- 
markjible,  the  mulkets  which  the  contraftors 
have  undertaken  to  furhifh,  and  which  are 
made  after  the  ancient  French  model  of 
1/63,  are  imported  from  England  in  pieces 
ready  made,  as  locks,  hammers,  cocks,  bayo- 
nets, &c.  The  contraftor  finds  his  advantage 
in  this  management  on  account  of  the  high 
price  of  workmanfhip  in  America  ;  and  he  is 
fufFered  to  follow  his  own  plan. 


VER. 
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VERPt'ANCK-POINT. ' 


•    I  . 


Mbnfieuf  de  Rochefontaine,  after  having 
given  Mbnfieur  Guillemard  and  me  a  veiy 
friendly  receptiBn,  infiftcd  on  tonvcying  ns 
ih  his'  barge  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Highlands.  This  was  a  good  opportunity  of 
tonipleting  ouf  examination  of  the  whole  of 
that  interefting  part  of 'the  North-River; 
and  with  pleaflire  we  accepted  his  obliging 
offer.  Mr.  -  Lowel,  adjutant-general  of  the 
corps,  and  friend  of  a '^  rich  inhabitant  who 
refided  at  the  place  where  our  navigation 
terininated,  propofed  to  conduft  us  to  his 
friend's  houfe,  affuring  us  that  we  (hould  be 
joyfully  received.  We  were  not  difappointed 
of  the  plcafure  we  had  promifed  ourfelvcs 
from  our  little  voyige ;  yet  this  part  of  the 
Highlands  is  much  lefs  beautiful  than  that 
which  is  pafTcd  in  going  to  Weft- Point. 
The  mountains  are  here  lefs  elevated ;  their 
forms  lefs  bold;  the  bed  of  the  river  lefs 
narrow :  the  whole,  hotwithftanding,  ex- 
hibits a  grand  and  beautiful   fcene,   which 

the 
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the  eye  enjoys  with  rapture,  and  of  which 
the  mind  long  fff^ins  the  remembrance. 

On  our  way  we  paiTed  under  the  remains 
qf  fTprt-Montgomiefy,  carried  by  the  Epgliih 
4^ring  the  lad  war.  Farthfsr  on^  ^d  at  the 
^Q^utb  f4  a  little  creefc^  we  ^w  a  ^our-rpill^ 
C|{a6le(}  two  yeaF3  fifice.  The  xx^iller  ^hj9 
|nii)t  )t  was  condemned  by  ^1  his  neigb|}our^ 
for  the  choice  he  had  made  of  a  fituation : 
ttfey  ailbred  him  th^t  the  stream  was  no^ 
fij^jeijtjy  powerful^  and  fhat  the  Wfitj^ 
i^j(}uld  often  fail.  T^?^  rpprefentation^ 
^ly  encouraged  him  the  morp  in  the  proicr 
^^^o9^  f>i  his  plan :  be  knew  the  exjtent  of 

his  r^fgurces  much  better  than  his  adyifers» 

•  •♦_-'  •  ■ 

tff  whofc  rcraonftrances  he  made  no  other 
jaiifwer  than  that  of  giving  to  his  mill  the 
fiame  of  fa  ira.  Accordingly,  the  mill  con- 
4tjinue3  in  nootion,  is  con/lantjy  cmplpyed, 
docs  a  great  deal  of  wor^^  aa^  produces  a 
cpnfidcrable  profit  to  the  owner,  who  is  ^ 
^ative  of  New-England. 

As  to  the  good  reception  with  which  Mr. 
Lowel  had  flattered  us,  we  found  ourfejves 
grpatly  difappointed  in  our  expeflations  on 

that 
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that  fcorc;  for  Mr*  Vcrplanck  could  hardly 
have  given  us  a  worfe,  unleifs  he  had  abfo- 
lutely  turned  us  out  of  doors.  This  is  the 
firft  time  in  the  courie  of  my  travels  in 
America  that  I  ever  failed  to  experience  a 
holpitable  reception.  But  Mr.  Verplanck 
had  not  invited  us;  and  it  oif  courfe  was 
quite  natural  that  he  fhould  have  been  dif^ 
pleafed  with  our  vifit :  it  was  even  candid  in 
him  thus  to  make  us  acquainted  with  his  dif^ 
xpofition* 

Verplanck-Point  is  on  the  eaftern  bank  of 
the  North-River.  It  was  in  the  extenfivc 
plain  behind  it  that  the  jundlion  was  formed 
between  the  American  and  French  armies 
in  1781,  previous  to  their  marching  into 
Virginia.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
and  oppoiite  to  Verplanck-t^oint,  is  Stony- 
Point,  which  Gteneral  Wayne  took  from  the 
EnglUh  at  the  poitit  of  the  bayonet.  His 
van  was  commanded  by  Monfibur  DuplefHs, 
a  French  officer,  M^hofe  valour  and  intelli* 
gence  are  not  forgotten  in  America. 


ARRIVAL 
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ARRIVAL  AT  XEW-YORK. 

From  Vcrplanck- Point  to  New- York  wc 
cooflantly  proceeded  along  the  eaftem  bonk 
of  the  North-River :  and  travelling  over 
very  mountainous  roads,  much  embarrafled 

with  rocks,  and  confequentiv  often  bad,  we 
hardly  ever  k>ft  fight  of  that  beautiful  river, 
which  in  every  point  of  view  prcfents  in- 
tcrefting  profpcds :  of  thcfc,  the  moft  beauti* 
fol  in  this  part  is  the  Tappan-fea,  fo  called 
bccau(e  here  the  bed  of  the  river,  for  the 
length  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  extends  to 
(uch  a  width  as  to  refemble  rather  a  great 
lake  than  even  the  greatcfl  river* 

Ar  lengch  we  arrived  by  King*s-Bridge  in 
the  iflind  of  New- York,  where  the  fbiU 
uhich  liJ  in  zeneral  bad,  is  yet  covered  with 
irxd:5ererx:  woods  ia  the  parts  mo:1  diltant 
from  the  city.  There  are,  however,  nume- 
rous farms,  and  particularly  country-feats,  in 
all  the  tract  which  lies  within  fix  or  Icven 
miles  of  it,  and  in  the  Darts  borderino-  oa 
the  North-River,  and  oa  the  arm  of  the  (ea 
which  leparates  this  ifle  from  Long-Iiland. 

MINE. 
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MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

■  f  *  « 

American  mineralogy,  as  I  have  already 
more  than  once  remarked,  offers  few  varie- 
ties for  obfervation.     The  great  mountains 
—that  is  to  fay,  the  raoft  elevated— are  ge- 
nerally formed  of  granite;  as,  for  inftance, 
ip.my  laft  tour,    the   mountains  of  Ne\y 
Hampfhire,  the  Green  Mountains,  and  the 
Highlands.     Thofe  of  inferior  altitude  fuc- 
ceffively  exhibit  fchiftus  more  or  lefs  perfeft, 
flate,  feldt-fpath,  calcareous  ilone,  and  fome 
fand-ftones  of  extreme  hardnefs,  and  in  a 
ftate  of  great  perfection. ^   At  the  diftance  of 
eight  or   ten   miles   from   New- York   is   a 
pretty  rich  copper-mine :  the  ore  is  irregu- 
larly  fcattered   through   a   kind   of  fandy- 
Hone   often   refembling  grit  and  fbmetimes 
the  pudding-ftone.     It  yields  from  fixty  to 
feventy  poiuids  of  fine  copper  per  hundred 
weighh     Previous  to  the  revolution  it  ufed 
to  be  carried  to  England,  where  it  bore  a 
higher  price  than  any  other  ore  of  the  fame 
metalr.  -  The  mine  has  been  feveral  times 

* 

'  wrought,  absuidoncd,  and  refujned.     At  pre- 

fent 


40d 

felt  there  are  workmen  em{4cyed  ki  st,  vk» 
arc  £ac  the  mn  part  CxnxiaiBy  biuuglit  aver 
from  Eorope  iar  the  pcrpofe,  2X}d  paid  hoot 
Moaai  to  twenty  dcQars  pfer  Tnonff!.  Htarw- 
cvcr  nrrflmt  die  CDppier,  the  mrnpariy  cati* 
not  le&  it  ia  p^g^y  2zsd  art?  utiw 


lb  roB  It  mm  (heets,  and  mann&i&xrc  it  into 
TaricKS  bcrrfrftnld  articles.  The  fteam  en- 
gme  for  pompmg  dSE  the  water  is  ifot  iS 
co&tnvcd-  and  t&c  defbd  xa  tfs 


•  Mii«a«<  ««(• 


extends  its  infhirnrr  to  the  woridng  of  ds 
mloe.  Tliere  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  t&at, 
Arooah  the  want  of  a  $Qcd  method  and  i£ 
IkiEfal  men  to  direft  the  wwks,  this  nfrffiwir 

nunc  wi!l  not  prcvc   advanfiageciss  to  C» 

com  can  V. 

TREES. 

Among  the  trss  of  ▼aricus  ipccies,  bet 
£milar  tc  thcie  whkh  1  had  before  &sa 
elie where,  I  have  dillirrgniihed  the  fc»I^T3^ 
the  Equidamcar,  the  araria  triacanthos,  the 
black  walnor,  and  the  tuHpier  *  which  docs 

X  c Jiiut.'i  If  iiffi  tnc  pvcxpcr  ^**g^^*^  wjiw  t£  Ac 
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not  grow  to  any  coufiderable  fizc  in  a  higher 
northern  latitude  than  that  of  forty- two  de- 
grees. 

JOURNEY  TO  FEDERAL^GITY  IN 

THE   YEAR   1797. 

TOUR  FROM  PHILADELPHIA  TO  CHES- 
TER  AND  WILMINGTON. 

Ennui  and  melancholy  drive  me  from 
Philadelphia,  and  impel  me  to  feek  tran- 
quillity,  or  at  leaf):  amufement,  in  a  courfe 
of  aftivity— My  prefent  deftination  is  Fede-; 
ral-City.  This  excurfion  is  ftill  more  foli- 
tary  than  my  laft  year's  journies,  for  I  had 
then  the  company  of  my  poor  faithful  dog 
Cartouche  J  who  is  now  too  old  and  infirm  to 
accompany  me  ;  thus  the  fources  of  confola- 
tion  vanifli  at  the  moment  when  we  need 
them  moft.     I  fet  out  the  26th  of  March 

1707. 

Wilmington  road  leaves  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia by  thofe  long  ftrcets  which  William 
Penn  laid  down  in  his  defign  for  uniting  the 
Delaware  and  thd  Skuylkill;  which,  how- 
ever, are  not  yet  built  upon  to  mor^  than  a 

Vol.  IIL  1  i  third 
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third  of  their  intended  length.  Thcfe  ftreets 
are  uniformly  railed,  and  the  cultivated 
ground,  whether  farms  or  gardens,  is-  aUb 
enclofed  with  railing.  Though  the  foil 
here  is  of  an  indifferent  quality,  eftates  are 
valuable ;  as  the  vicinity  of  the  city  enables 
the  occupier  to  manure  his  land  plentifully, 
and  enfures  him^  the  iale  df  his  produce  at 
the  beft-  price.  Dung  is  fold  by  the  cart- 
load at  Philadelphia,  at  about  a  dollar  per 
ton  :  the  farmers  ufe  it  much  too  freih.  ' 

You  pal)  the  Skuylkill  at  GrayVFcriy, 
die  road  to  which  runs  below  Woodlands^ 
the  foat  of  Mrv  William  Hamilton  :  it  ftands 
high,  and  is  feen  upon  an  eminence,  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river.  It  commands 
an  excellent  profpc6V,  but  is  not  to  be  ad- 
mired for  any  thing  elfc.  The  houfo  is 
fmall  and  ill-conftruAed,  very  much  out  of 
repair,  and  badly  furniftied.  The  garden, 
which  is  fmall,  is  negle6led ;  but  in  an  ad-* 
joining  hot-houfe  Mn  Hamilton  rears  plants 
procured  at  a  great  «xpehce  from  all  parts 
o£  the  world.  He  is  proprietor  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  acres  of  the  forround- 
ing  country/  which  with  fome  pains  and  ex* 

pence 
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pence  might  be  converted  into  a  lucrative 
and  pleaiant  farrn^  His  houfe  and  gardens 
would  receive  aS  great  embellifhment  from 
the  neighbourhodd  of  a  good  tenantry,  as  he 
would  himfelf^  derive  emolument  from  their 
labour ;  but  either  from  indifference,  or  from 
a  want  of  the  nfeceflary  funds  to  defray  the 
firft  expences  of  clearing  the  land,  it  remains 
uncultivated,  and  his  houfe  feems  furrounded 
by  a  defert*  No  man,  however,  is  happier 
to  receive  his  friends,  or  entertains  them 
better,  than  Mr«  William  Hamilton ;  he  i» 
a  chearful  man,  a  moft  excellent  companion^ 
and  is  in  every  refped  the  geudeman. 

Gray's- Ferry  itielf  presents  a  moft  pleaf^ 
ing  view.  The  toll*houfe,  fituated  amidft 
large  points  of  rock,  which  here  (kirt  the 
fouth  bank  of  the  Skuylkill,  the  trees  fcat^ 
tered  here  and  there  amongft  them,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  failing  veflels  belong*- 
ing  to  an  adjoining  inn,  forhi  t6gether  d 
truly  ihterefting  fccne;  This  inn  is  a  place 
of  general  refort  for  parties  of  plcalure  in  the 
fummer,  and  is  frequently  viiitcd  in  the 
winter  by  the  young  people  of  Philadelphia, 

I  i  2  who 
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who  travel  there  in  fledges,  dine,  and  ibme- 
times  pafs  the  night  there  in  dancing. 

From  this  fpot  to  Chefler,  however,  there 
is  not  one  agreeable  profped.  The  country 
is  flat  without  being  fmooth;  the  floods 
•render  it  uneven  in  fi>me. places,  but  the 
ridges  of  the  banks  which  they  form  are  all 
of  one  ihape  and  leveh^  The  whole  of  the 
land  is  in  a  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  woods, 
arc  only  found  in  dumps.  Cultivation  how- 
ever is  neglected.  Several  houfes  built  with 
pieces  of  rock,  cemented  with  a  mortar  of 
earth;  a  few,  which  are  the  neatcft,  built 
with  bricks;  and  a  great  number  of  block- 
houfes  I  are  the  only  objeds  to  be  met  with. 
Huts  formed  of  logs  and  planks  of  wood,  as 
miferable  as  any  that  ^re  to  be  feen  in  the 
pooreft  parts  of  France,  cover  the  country. 
The  inhabitant  here  is  proprietor  and  culti* 
vator :  that  he  lives  as  hepleafes,  mufl  be  ad* 
mitted ;  but  in  the  tnoft  remote  and  unin-> 
habited  parts  of  America  that  I  have  vifited, 
I  have  never  feen  a  greater  proportion  of 
wretched  habitations.  The  men  and  wo- 
men who  are  feen  liTuing  from  their  huts  are 

badly 
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badly  clothed,  and  bear  every  mark  of  po- 
verty. The  children  are  in  r^gs,  and  almoft 
naked.  The  prefent  tnoment  however  is  by 
no  means  favourable  to  the  appearance  of 
the  country.  Nothing  yet  appears  above 
the  ground,  except  the  corn,  of  which  there 
is  but  a  fmall  quantity  in  this  part  of  the 
country:  The  water  of  the  creeks,  which 
we  crofs,  and  that  of  the  Efelaware,  which  is 
frequently  in  fight,  is  muddy,  and  of  the 
fame  yellow  colour  as  the  banks  which  con- 
fine it ;  and  the  eternal  wooden  enclofures, 
which  of  themfelves  are  fofficicnt  to  throw 
a  gloom  over  the  mod  delightful  landfcape, 
add  to  the  drearhiefs  of  this,  and  to  the  tints 
of  melancholy  with  which  the  (cafon  of  the 
year  colours  the  fcene.  A  fmall  creek  near 
Chefter  fupplies  Philadelphia,  from  |ts  banks, 
with  ftones  which  are  ufed  for  paving  their 
ftreets :  they  are  carried  to  within  a  mile  of 
the  mouth  of  the  creek  into  the  Delaware  in 
Hoops,  which  are  conftantly  failing  to  and 
from  the  city. 

Chefter  is  the  chief  city  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name  in  the  llate  of  Pcniifvlva.iia. 
The  court  of  common  pleas  and  thj  ci't'i.r.er 

lis 
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feffions  of  the  juftices  are  held  here.  This 
place  is  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  PenofyU 
vania  as  the  fpot  where  the  firfl:  colonial 
affembly  was  held,  in  the  December  of  the 
year  lG82.  Chefler  contains  about  iixty 
boufes  tolerably  well  built ;  of  which  fivo 
or  fix  are  good  inns,  very  much  frequented 
by  travellers,  and  often  by  parties  of  plea- 
fure,  beiides  the  ftages,  which  are  increafed 
upon  the  Baltimore  road,  and  in  the  es^ern 
part  of  Maryland.  They  are  alfo  frequented 
by  paffengers  from  veffels,  who  difembark 
there  in  preference  to  purfaing  thejr  voyage 
vp  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  which  is 
frequently  tedious  when  the  tide  is  un- 
favourable. 

Chefter  is  admired  for  its  profped:,  which 
is  certainly  extenfive,  as  the  city,  built  upon 
a  rifing  ground  fomewhat  elevated  above  the 
furrounding  country,  commands  for  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  to  the  right  and  left  the 
plain  below,  and  in  front  the  Delaware  with 
the  country  of  Jerfey  beyond ;  yet  the  eye, 
in  running  over  this  extenfive  view,  fees  no- 
thing but  a  tirefome  uniformity,  the  fields 
are  flat,  and  without  thofe  clumps  of  trees, 

which. 
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which,  in  Europe,  give  them  fucha  pleafing 
appearance.  The  borders  of  Jerfey  are  like- 
wife  flat.  A  few  mean  log*hou(es  are  juft 
difcernible  at  a  very  great  diftance,  which 
being  furrounded  by  two  or  three  acres  of 
cleared  land  are  loft  in  the  forefts  behind 
them. 

During  the  twp  hours  which  we  fpent  at 
the  inn  we  faw  a  great  variety  of  travellers, 
the  generality  of  whom  were  a  civil,  con- 
verfable,  good  fort  of  people.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  my  extenfive  travels  in  America 
I  have  feldom  met  with  any  other  fort,  but 
have  always  been  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
that  the  Americans  are  in  general  a  welt- 
difpofed  people.  It  muft  be  underftood  that 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  inhabitants,  efpecially 
the  wealthy  inhabitants,  of  the  chief  cities. 

The  population  of  Chefler  amounts  to 
about  thirty  thouiand  fouls;  is  about  fifty 
miles  in  length,  and  forty-five  in  width. 
There  are  feveral  iron  mines,  which  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  fupply  only  feven  or  eight 
forges.  A  few  miles  beyond  Chefler  w& 
enter  the  finall  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  is 
diflinguifhed  by  the  bad  ftate  of  the  roads, 

I i  4  and 


4aa 

and  by  die  bribes,  wfaicb  are  alrsoft  all 
am&ru&ed  of  wood.  The  coKsntrj  jiclumkij 
more  mopotaiaons ;  it  xs  cohered  with  radD^ 
which  are  not  e?ea  removed  firom  the  hx^^ 
way,  althoogh  with  httle  laboar  ibej  might 
be  broken  into  pieces,  which  waali  tmdrr 
the  reads  excellent  and  durable*  Cakivatiaa 
appears  ca  be  StiSl  more  negieded  hcce  thaa 
in  the  ▼icinicj  of  Pennfylvaniau  The  hud 
is  badly  ploughed,  the  furrows  are  not  evea 
ftrait*  The  grounds  ia  general  are  under 
water,  though  they-  m^fat  be  draxoed  with 
very  little  trouble.  The  houfes  are  evea 
worle  than  die  lands.  From  fimxe  parts  of 
the  road,  in  clear  weather,  may  be  &en  the 
city  ot  Philadelphia,  and  the  capes  of  the 
Delaware, 

Halt-way  frcm  Cheflcr  to  Wihningtoa 
ftands  an  inn,  where  the  itagc  generally 
ftops.  It  was  kept  about  three  years  ago  by 
an  Englifliman,  a  diirenrer,  who,  in.  the  ipirit 
cf  a  dcnrac'  g^e,  had  a  fign  painted  reprc- 
IcntL':^  a  cecdpiraced  female,  the  head  lying 
by  the  fide  or  the  bleeding  trunk  ^  under- 
jieaih  v^hicii  was  this  inlcription,  ^^Tiegml- 
Iqtincd  ^een  of  France.'^    No  authority  poi- 

felTed 
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-lefled  the  power  of  compelling  him  to  take 
down  this  horrible  fign,  at  the  fight  of  which 
every  body  revolted ;  and  as  it  was  the  only 
inn,  within  five  miles  either  way,  it  could  not 
be    abandoned.     However,   that  which  the 
laws  could  not  cfFe6l,  the  public  voice  ac*. 
complilhed.     The  horror  excited  by  this  in- 
famous pifturc  was  fo  general,  and  fo  loudly 
proclaimed,  that  the  brutal  innkeeper  was 
obliged  to  change  his  fign,  or  at  lead  to  alter 
it.     He  was  unwilling,  however,  to  relin^ 
quifli  the  idea  entirely.     The  female  ftill  re- 
mained without  a  head,  but  ereft,  without 
any  trace  of  blood,  or  implements  of  execu- 
tion ;    and   the   inicription  'was   altered   to 
f*  The  Silent  Woman.*''    Such  was  the  public 
reparation  which  this  man    partially  made, 
but   he   continued  to  be  de{pifed :   his  inn 
was,  however,  ftill  frequented,  becaufc,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  it  was  the  only  one. 
Since  that  period  other  taverns  have  been 
eftabliftied ;  another  innkeeper  has  fucceeded 
the  Diflenter,  and  has  exchanged  the  fign  of 
the  Silent  Woman  for  that  of  the  Practical 
Farmer. 

I  have  beheld  a  fight  to-day  which,  hap- 
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piljf  is  very  noomuiiOD  in  the  United  States : 
two  women  left  their  hoofes  when  the  flage 
arrived^  to  iell  bad  apples  to  the  paflengers ; 
they  did  not  beg  for  roonej,  but  tfacj  re» 
ceived  it.  Among  thefe  was  a  woman  who 
has  fourteen  children,  all  by  difieient  fii^ 
thers ;  ihe  was  never  married,  and  is  unable 
to  iay  precifely  who  is  the  father  of  any  of 
her  children.  Such  an  Inftance  wooM  be 
mentioned  as  iu&mous,  even  in  our  Euro- 
pean ftates;  but  this  poor  woman  by  her 
own  labour,  and  a  few  dollars  procured  from 
the  charity  of  paflengers,  has  brought  up 
theie  fourteen  children,  without  becoming 
burthenfome  to  the  ftate,  and  without  the 
leafl:  afli (lance  from  the  fathers  of  the(e 
children,  whom  Ihe  docs  not  even  know. 
This  commendable  attachment  is  fbme  little 
extenuation  of  the  licentious  ufe  which  fhe 
has  made  of  her  uncommon  fruitfulnefs. 

Brandy  wine  Creek  feparates  the  hundred 
of  Brandywine  from  the  liberties  of  Wil- 
mington, Thefe  hundreds  arc  in  fome  of 
the  American  ftates,  as  in  England,  a  di- 
vifion  of  the  counties.  The  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware is  thus  divided.     They  do  not  contain 

precifely 
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precifely  one  hundred  parifhes,  as  their  name 
feems  to  imply )  but  they  form,  more  thaa 
thofe.of  England^  a  part  of  the  adminiftrative 
hierarchy  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  is 
divided  into  counties  and  hundreds.  Each 
hundred  has  its  own  officers  chofen  by  itfelfl 
A  proportion  of  thq  national  taxes  and  the 
county  rates  is  levied  upon  each  hundred^ 
and  that  fum^  added  to  the  expences  of  the 
officers  of  the  hundred,  is  defrayed  by  an 
afleiTcnent  upon  each  individual.  Some 
cities  obtain  from  the  aflembly  the  title  of 
hundred,  and  have  a  magiflracy  of  their 
own :  the  jurifdiftion  of  cities  however  is 
not  confined  within  the  limits  of  their  own 
walls,  as  in  Europe,  hui  rather  refembles 
that  of  the  prefent  municipalities  of  France, 
extending,  according  to  circumftances,  to  a 
greater  or  lefs  diflance. 

Wilmington,  though  not  the  capital  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  or  of  the  county  of 
Newcaftle  in  which  it  is  fituated,  is  the 
moft  populous  city  in  that  ftate.  The  po- 
pulation is  eflimated  at  about  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  the 
French,  who  have  arrived  from  the  different 

iflands 
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iflands,  and  have  increafed  the  pojpPatiori 
within  thcfe  three  years  by  three  or  four 
hundred.  Wilmington,  like  Philadelphiai» 
and  many  other  towns  in  America,  does  not 
cover  all  the  ground  marked  out  for  it ;  the  . 
houfes,  though  almofl:  all  built  in  ftreets,  do 
not  join  each  other ;  on  the  contrary,  there 
are  fields  of  a  confiderable  fize  betwixt 
fcvcral  of  them.  They  are,  in  general^ 
handfome  fubftantial  brick  buildings,  and 
are  almoft  all  of  them  built  in  the  Englifli 
ftyler  The  town  contains  about  four  fquarq 
miles^  exclufive  of  a  trad  of  land  not  yet 
built  upon. 

BRANDYWINE  MILLS. 

At  the  entrance  of  Wilmington  is  fituated 
Brandywine,  a  place  which  contains  the 
greateft  part  of  the  houfes  belonging  to  the 
hundred  of  Brandywine.  This  village,  or 
rather  this  hundred,  takes  its  name  from  the 
creek  which  runs  through  it,  and  whofe 
fource  is  forty  miles  from  the  Delaware  in 
the  mountains  of  Pcnnfylvania.  It  is  fuffi- 
ciently  rapid,  and  contains  water  enough  to 

turn. 
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tarn,   in   its   courfe,   from   fixty  to  eighty 
roills^   almoft   all  of  different   defcriptions^ 
fuch  as  paper,  powder,  tobacco,  (awing,  full- 
ing, and  flour,  mills,  the  latter  of  which  are 
moft  numerous.      The   principal  ones   are 
iituated  near  the  bridge,  over  the  creek.     All 
the  operations  of  the  mills  are  performed  by 
water,  from  the  unlading,  the  floops  which 
bring  the  corn,  to  the  complete  finifliing  of 
the  flour.     Thus  the  iacks  are  hoifled  into 
the  granary,  the  flour  is  iifted,  is  ground, 
and  bolted,  without  the  lead  manual  labour. 
The  mills  are  (imilar  to  thofe  at  London 
bridge    in    England,   and  thoie   which   the 
brothers  Perrier  have  conftrufted  at  Pari3 
near  the  Gros-caillou.     The  latter  are  firfl 
fet  in  motion  by  a  (learn  engine,  but  as  the 
iecondary  motion  is  the  principal,  the  mills 
of  London  and  Paris  give  a  fufficiently  exad: 
idea   of  thefe  of  Brandy^ine.     There   is, 
however,  in  the  procefs  from  the  grinding 
to  the  bolting,  a  difference  in  favour  of  the 
former.      At  London   and   Paris  the  flour 
when  ground  falls  into  troughs,  and  is  after- 
wards conveyed  by  the  labourer  to  another 
part  of  the  mill,  where  it  is  fpread,  and 

turned 
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turned  by  the  hand  to  cool  it  before  it  i^ 
taken  to  be  bolted:  fucb  at  leaft  was  the 
procefs  when  I  left  Europe. 

At  Brandywine  the  flour  falls  as  It   is 
ground  upon  a  wooden  roller^  armed  with 
little  detached  wings,  which  are  fb  arranged 
as  to  form  a  fcrew^     This  roller,  fixed  in  a 
trough,  is  inclined  towards  a  bin  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  it  ferves  as  a  condu^or  to  the 
flour,  which  would  defcend  too  rapidly  if  it 
fell  perpendicularly,  and  too  flowly  and  at 
intervals  if  it  were  merely  conduced  by  a 
fimple  inclined  plane.     A  chain  of  fmall 
troughs,   about   three  or  four  cubic  inches 
long,  dips  into  the  bin,  which  receives  the 
flour.     This  chain  is  inclofed  in  long  per- 
pendicular wooden  cafes.     It  turns  upon  two 
pivots ;  one  of  which  is  placed  in   the  bin 
where  the  little  troughs  fill  themfelves  with 
the  flour  which  is  depofited  there ;  and  the 
other  on  the  fourth  floor,  where  the  fame 
little  troughs  empty  themfelves,  and  thence 
defcend   empty   to   recommence   their  per- 
petual operations. 

The     flour,    conveyed    above    by    tbefc 
troughs,  falls  on  an  inclined  circular  floor^ 

in 
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in  the  centre  of  which  are  feveral  holes ; 
it  is  there  fpread  about  by  a  rake  as  large 
as  the  floor^  the  teeth  of  which  are  fo  placed 
^as  to  condudt  the  flour  towards  the  holes, 
through  which  it  falls,  cooled,  into  the 
bolters.  Thefe  bolters  are  alfo  different 
from  thofe  ufed  in  France  and  England,  as 
the  fluff  which  covers  then),  and  through 
which  the  flour  paffes,  is  a  fine  filk,  very 
clofely  woven.  The  millers  afTef-t,  that  not- 
withflanding  they  pay  fix  dollars  an  ell  for 

■ 

this  fluff,  it  is  cheaper  than  the  common 
bolting:  cloth,  to  which  it  is  likewife  to  be 
preferred  for  giving  a  more  beautiful  co- 
lour to  the  flour.  Thefe  bolters  will  lafl 
five  years  in  conflant  ufe  without  any  re- 
pair :  about  twelve  ells  of  fluff  is  fufBcient  to 
cover  them.  Hitherto  the  fluff  has  been 
brought  from  Holland ;  but  a  manufaftory 
of  it  is  about  to  be  eflablifhed  at  Wilming- 
ton. Each  pair  of  mills  is  furnifhed  with 
its  winged  roller,  its  chain  and  troughs,  its 
inclined  circular  floor,  and  its  bolters.  This 
mechanifm  for  conveying  the  flour  from  the 
mill-flone  to  the  bolter  was  invented  five 
years  ago  by  Mr*  Evans  of  Philadelphia, 

who 
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who  obtained  a  patent  for  the  invention^ 
which  bears  his  name.  There  are  three 
pair  of  mills,  in  this  place,  with  that  which 
we  have  vifited,  that  is  to  fay,  fix  mills  and 
twelve  mill-ftones.  1  explain  myfelf  thus 
minutely  to  prevent  miftakes.  There  are 
fome  parts  of  the  machinery  of  thefe  mills, 
however,  fuch.  as  the  wheels,  the  trundle- 
heads,  &c.  which  are  not  fo  well  executed 
as  in  thofe  of  Europe. 

The  proprietor  of  the  mill  which  I  par- 
ticularly examined  is  a  quaker,  of  the  name 
of  Tat N ALL.      His   fon-in-law,  Thomas 
Lea,  took  upon  himfelf  the  trouble  of  (hew- 
ing me  the  whole  of  it.    He  is  alfo  a  quaker, 
about  thirty  years  of  age  :  he  is  a  handfome,. 
chearful,  adive,  man.     Like  a  true  Ameri- 
can patriot,  he  perfuades  himfelf,  that  no- 
where is  aqy  undertaking  executed  fo  well, 
or  with  fo  much  ingenuity,  as  in  America ; 
that    the   fpirit,   invention,   and  genius,   of 
Europe,  are  in  a  ftate  of  decrepitude  (thefe 
are  his  words),  whilft  the  genius  of  America, 
full  of  vigour,  is  arriving  at  perfedion. 

Thefe  opinions  are  not  much  to  be  won- 
dered at  in  Thomas  Lea,  who  is  merely  a 

good 
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good  miller;  they  ought  rather  to  excite 
pleafure  as  the  ebullitions  of  a  patriotic  en<»  • 
thufiafm,  the  indulgence  of  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  him,  as  it  does 
aiot  prevent  him  from  adopting  all  the  good ' 
inventions  of  Europe,  by  which  he  may  im- 
prove his  mill.  The  fame  error,  however^ 
is  difcoverable  in  almoft  all  the  Americans^r;- 
in  legiflators  and  magiftrates,  in  whom  it  is 
more  baneful  — as  well  as  in  millers* 

Thomas  Lea  is  a  moft  candid  and  oblig- 
ing man  ;  he  anfwered  all  my  queftjons  with 
great  politenefs,  and  voluntarily  impaned 
much  information,  for  which  I  could  not 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  alk.  He  is  in 
partnerfliip  with  his  father-in-law :  their 
mill  is  not  employed  for  the  public,  but 
fokly  in  their  own  private  fervice.  It  is 
called  a  flour  manufa<ftory.  They  purchafe 
riieir  corn  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  in  the 
ilate  of  New-  VTork,  which  is  brought  from 
thence  in  two  of  their  own  fliips ;  they  con- 
vert it  into  flour ;  and  the  feme  floops  carry 
it  back  again  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  is 
fftld  for  exportation.  They  grind  about  one 
hundred   thoufand   bufhels  of  corn  yearly. 

Vol-  Iir.  K  k  Th€ 


A&i  TBAVELS  THROUGH 

The  whole  kbour  of  the  mill  is  performed 
by  fix  men  only ;  whofe  chief  employment  is 
to  place  the  flour  in  barrels :  their  wages  arc 
from  fix  to  eight  dollars  per  month,-  with 
wafliing,  board,  and  clothing.  There,  arc, 
befides,  twenty-four  men  employed  by  this 
manufa6lory  for  working  the  veffels,  and 
making  the  barrels.  The  coopers  work  by 
the  piec  e ;  they  can  earn  a  dollar  per  day, 
but  board  and  clothe  themfclves^  Tatnajll  : 
does  not  employ  any  negroes,  as  they  do  not 
work  with  the  whites ;  but  are  flow,  and 
bad-  workmen.  The  laws  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware  permit  flavery,  but  the  quakers^ 
as  is  well  known,  do  not  make  ufe  of  thc» 
permiffion. 

Ahnoft  all  the  labourers  employed  in 
thefe  mills  are  foreigners,  the  greateft  part 
of  whom  are  Englifli  or  Irifh.  The  millers 
compl^^in  of  their  drunkennefs  and  indo-^^ 
Icnce,  arid  would  prefer  Frenchmen  as  more 
induftrious  and  fober,  if  they  could  be  pro-^ 
cured  ;  which  they  very  much  defire.  Tha 
corn  trade  is  in  a  more  flourifhing  ftate  at 
preleru  than  it  has  ever  been;  at  lead  wheat 
fetches  a  higher  price.  The  common  price 
*.  of 
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of  d  1)u(hel  of  wheat,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
fevtn  (hiUingSi  In  January  l?95  it  rofe 
from  ten  to  ten  arid  fix  pen?:e,  and  during 
the  eighteen  fucceeding  months,  even  as 
high  as  thirteen  or  fourteen  (hillings.  It  has 
firlcje  fallen,  but  to  nothing  near  its  former 
leveL  The  bu(hel  weighs  fixty  pounds; 
Five  bufhels  yield  a  barrel  of  fine  flour,  con- 
taining  a  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds,  be- 
sides three  other  inferior  forts  of  meal.  .The 
price  of  the  fined  flour  is  eight  dollars  and  a 
half;  of  the  fecond  quality,  eight  dollars  ;  qf 
the  third,  feven  dollars  ;  and  of  the  foifrtb, 
five  dollars.  The  bran  as  fold  at  one  eighth 
of  a  dollar  per  bufliel,  containing  thirty-fiv.e 
pounds  :  it  is  fcnt  to  Philadelphia. 

The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  pro- 
duce of  one  hundred  bufliels  of.  wheat  as 
given  me  by  Thomas  Lea: — nineteen  bar- 
rels of  fine  flour  ;  two  barrels  of  flour  of  the 
fecond  quality  ;  three  barrels  of  the  third 
quality;  and  thirty  buihels  of  bran.     Totalt 

,  five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ten  pounds  : 

.  wafte  ninety  pounds.  . 

The  wheat  of  the  eaftern  part  of  Mary- 
land produces  the  fineft  flour,  -on  account  of 

Kk2  the 


the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  the  quickliefi  of 
its  growth.;  but  this  flour  is  not  fo  heavy  ^' 
that  of  other  .parts ;  that  of  New- York  for 
inflance,  though  inferior  in  quality,  is  good,- 
and  is  heavier^  becaufe  the  grain  is  longer  ia 
ripening.  The  corn  of  the  province  of  De-* 
laware  is  nearly  of  the  feme  quality  as  that 
of  Maryland.  Large  quantities  of  Indiaii 
corn  are  likewife  ground  in  thefe  mills,  of 
which  they  make  bread  and  cakes :  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  United  States  they  ufe  no  other 
ibrt  of  bread ;  in  fooie  parts  it  is  even  pre- 
ferred without  any  motives  of  oeconomy,  as 
it  is  efteemed  by  the  faculty  as  the  moft 
wholefbme. 

It  is  ufed  to  fatten  p6ultry  and  cattle,  and 
is  exported  in  great  quantities  to  the  Weft- 
Indies.  As  this  grain  contains  more  moif^ 
ture  than  other  bread  corn,  it  is  dried  in  a 
kiln  before  it  is  fent  to  the  mill.  A  bufhel 
cofts  at  prefent  five  fhillings ;  it  weighs  fifty- 
*fix  pounds,  and  produces  fifty-four  pounds  of 
flour.  The  procels  of  bolting  feparates  the 
fine  from  the  inferior  fort  ot  maize-flour, 
but  the  latter  is  reground  and  niixed  with 
the  other.    One  third  of  a  barrel  fells  for 

three 
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three  dollars.     The  bran,  which  \i  iii  vcr/ 

fmaU  quantities^  is  not  taken  from  the  flour* 

This  information  I  received  from  the  worthy 

Thomas  Lea.     There  are  eleven  other  mills 

jiear  hi« ;  four  of  them  are  y^ry  Urge,  th(> 

pthers  much  fmaller*     The  ice  in  this  river 

i^metimes  flops  the  mills  for  two  mopthsi^ 

at  other  times  only  three  weeks,  according 

|o  tbic  ftvcrity  of  the  winter,     At  this  timf 

the  millers  fettle  their  yearly  accounts ;  which 

}i  eafily  done,  as  wheri^ver  their  fa^Slors  buy 

their  corn  they  pay  for  it  in  ready  money^ 

and  wherever  they  fell  their  flour  they  arc 

paid  for  it  on  delivery  by  a  bill  at  fixty  or 

ninety  days  f)gkt^  which  they  immediately 

difcount  with  the  bank.     During  this  period 

they  employ  no  labourers,  whofe  pay  whilfl; 

in  emplpy  is  fo  high  that  they  expericqcQ 

no  difEculty  ii^  fupporting  themle]ve$  during 

its  fufpenfion  ;  in  general,  after  a  few  years' 

fprvice,  they  are  enabled  to  purch^fe  lands  iq 

the  newly  •inhabited  parts  of  the  country. 

Another  milder,  who  is  like  wife  a  quaker^ 
and  who  has  as  large  a  mill  as  Mr*  TatnalU 
has  eflablilhcd,  about  a  year  fuice,  a  manu- 
f^^orv  for  f  riating  linens ;  ;bc  t\^bs,  prcfles^ 

Is  k  3  ^g% 
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&c.  of  which  arc  worked  by;  the  machinery  . 
of  a  mill.  This  manufactory,  though  fb  ktjely 
e^ablilhed,  employs  from  twelve  to  fifteeti  * 
hands  at  the  laths,  befides  about  a  dozen' ' 
young  girls,  who  work  at  home  to  fill  >!{► 
thofe  parts  of  the  pattern- with  a  bruih  which- 
have  efcaped  in  the  printing,  or  which  can«l 
not  be  otherwifd  finiflied,      Almoft  all  the* 
workmen  are  Englifli  or  Irifti ;  their  ^ages- 
are  a  dollar  a  day,  without  ^  any  ■  provifion. " 
The  work  appeared  to  be  well  done :  almofiri 
all  the  linens  which  they  print  are  brought 
from  India',  and  are  refold  to  the  merchants 
of  Philadelphia. 

A  cotton  manufactory  is  now  cftablifliing 
at  Wilmington.  The  implements  and 
workmen  are  already  provided  ;  the  whole 
of  the  machinery  for  carding,  fpinning,  &c. 
is  conftruded  on  Arkwright's  plan.  This 
cftablilhment  i&  carried  on  bv  one  of  the 
richeft  men  in  the  town.  The  number  of 
workmen  is  at  prefent  only  fifteen,  but  fifty 
more  are  expeded :  they  are  all  Etiglilhmen. 
The  implements  appear  to  be  very  well 
made. 

I  likewife   vifited    the  manufadtory   fojr 

making 
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making  bolting  Jilk.  The  labourers  are  Irifli- 
men  ;  as  well  as  the  proprietor.  This  manu- 
faftory  employs  at  prefent  only  three  work- 
men ;  the  lilks  are  made  to  fuit  the  different 
qualities  of  flour. 

Though  this  manufaftory  has  only  been 
eftabliftied  a  year,  it  is  a  profitable  concern, 
and  wheij  more  exteniively  known  it  will 
be  much  more  fo,  as  thele  filks  are  cheap*- 
er  than  thofe  fent  from  Holland,  and  laft 
loiiger,  as  thofe  millers  who  ufe  them  have 
experienced*  In  9  country  like  America 
-where  there  are  fb  many  mills,  the  advan-»- 
tages  of  thefe  bolters  muft  be  very  great ;  ia 
fadl,  almoft  all  the  millers  ufe  theii)  in  prcT* 
ference  to  -linen  cloths  for  bolting,  as  well  as 
Thomas  Lea,  They  are  fo  ufeful,  that  an 
aft  of  parliament  has  been  made  in  England, 
to  permit  the  importation  of  them  into  that 
country.  The  filk  is  brought  from  Georgia : 
if  the  Americans  would  plant  mulberry  trees, 
and  raife  filk-f worms,,  this  Ipecies  of  manu*- 
fadlure  would  be  a  fource  of  great  riches  to 

the  country  *, 

^  MR; 

*  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  rearing  of  filk-worms  can 

)ft  profitable  to  America  for  Tome  time  to  conie,  for  reafon$ 

"    -     "  K  k  ^  whic]^ 
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MR.  GILPIN'S  PAPER-MILL. 

A 

■'  1  have  iaid  that  Brandywine-creck,  in  ita 
fliort  courfe  of  feven  or  eight  miles  through 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  turns  about  dxtj 
mills  of  different  forts.  Among  thefe  I  havo 
vifited  the  paper-mill  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  a  rc*^ 
ipe^ble  merchant  at  Philadelphia,  and  with 
whom  I  am  intimately  acquainted.  This 
mill  is  fituatod  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Wilmington,  on  a  truly  jxh 
mantic  ^xit ;  for  the  word  nmantic  appears 
tD  me  to  convey  the  beft  idea  of  a  view  rather  . 
gloomy,  wild  and  uncultivated,  yet  pleafing« 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  this  mill,  and  efpe* 
cially  of  the  proprietor's  refidcnce.  The 
creek  at  this  place  pailes  between  two  very 
high  mountains,  almoft  covered  with  wood, 
and  although  fb  much  pent  up,  turns  a  great 
number  of  wheels  without  any  noife:  its 
breadth  is  about  fixty  £&thoms.     Its  courfe  is 

which  the  author  himfclf  has  mentioiied  on  many  otlicr 
pccafions :  fuch  a  procefs  requires  much  manual  labour, 
and  too  many  hands  for  a  country  where  the  population  xa    r 
finaQj  and  labour  oonfequently  ii^zt.^TrofiJlator^  # 

'    Impede^. 
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impeded  bj  a  great  number  of  rocks^  few  of 
which  appear  above  the  furfacc.  Parts  of 
the  mountains  are  alfo  covered  with  rocks^ 
which  ipring  up  amidfl  the  wood,  Thefe 
rocks  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  which 
^re  feen  throughout  the  country,  particularly 
about  Chefter :  they  afe  formed  of  a  ftone 
like  that  found  in  the  forefl  of  Fontainblcao, 
Some  acres  of  land  about  the  houfe  are 
cleared,  and  laid  out  in  meadows.  The 
houfe  is  fituated  fufficiently  high  to  com^- 
mand  a  view  of  4he  ciieek  of  Brandywine  fbt^ 
five  hundred  fathoms,  when  it  is  loft  among 
the  tre«s,  and  is  again  vifible  at  the  diftance 
of  three  miles,  where  it  joins  the  rivor 
Chrifliana,  which  empties  itfeif  immediately 
into  the  Delaware*  This  view,  which  is 
wild  and  rugged  in  fbme  parts,  contrafted 
with  a  pleafing  foftnefs  in  others,  muft  be 
ftill  more  pleating  in  fummer:  it  is,  how- 
ever, inferior  to  thofe  that  are  to  be  feen  ia. 
the  Vofges ;  ta  fay  nothing  of  thofe  of  the 
Alps. 

The  paper-mill  is  below  the  hou(e« 
There  are  two  warchouies  adjoining,  where 
m^ny   labourers  are    con^ntly  employed^ 

The! 
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The  rags  .'are  pounded*  by  vertical  wheels,. 

thC'  bands  of  which    are   aboirt  fix   mcbes 

wide,  armed  iwith  (harp  blades  of  iron,  which 

drive  the  rags  againfl  fix  other  blades,  placed 

lengthways  at  the  bottom  of  the  great  vat  iii 

which  the  wheel   turns.     1  have  defcribed 

thus  much  of  the  procels,  as  it  is  performed 

in  another  manner  both  in  France  and  HoL 

land.     The  other  parts  are  performed  neaily 

inUhe  fame  manner  as  in  thofe  countries, 

but  the  manufadlory  is  not  yet  brought  to  an 

equal  perfei^ion.    .The  rags  are  not  brought 

to  the  mill  as  in  France,  by  people  who  col- 

}t€k  them  in  the  neighbourhood,  as. the* fmall 

"population  of  America  will  not  admit  of  :fuch 

induftry.     They  are  bought  up  by  agents  in 

the  moft  populous  towns,  as  far  as   three 

hundred  miles  diftant,  and  are  fent  by  water 

to    Wilmington  ;     from    whence    they   are 

brought  in  carts  to  the  mill,  as  Brandywine* 

i  creek  ceafes  to  be  navigable  above  the  bridge 

which  leads  to  VV^ilmington.  .  The  confump- 

tion  of  rags  in   Mr.    Gilpin's  mill   is   one 

hundred   thoufand   pounds    weight   a   year, 

which    makes  one   thoufand  reams  of  dif- 

-  ferent  forts  of  paper.     The  price  of  rags  is 
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from  three  to  nine  dollars  the  hundred 
weight,  according  to  the  quality ;  the  ave- 
rage price  is  about  four  dollars  and  a  third* 
The  rags  are  divided  into  nine  different  forts 
at  the  .manufadlory,  of  which  are  made 
Various  papers,  from  vellum  to  coarfe  brown. 
The  vellum  letter-paper  is  fold  for  four  dol- 
lars a  ream ;  it  is  neither  (b  white  nor  Co 
well  moulded  as  the  fine  European  yellum 
paper;  it  is,  however,  a  beautiful  and  good 
paper. 

The  large  paper  for.  merchants'  account 
books,  though  not  vellum^  lells  as  high  sls 
thirteen  doUar$  a  ream.  Mr*  Gilp'm's  part- 
ner, Mr.  Gifirij  who  was  fo  polite  as  tp  (how 
me  the  manufa£lory,  is  an  Iriftiman,  and 
fuperintends  the  bufinefs  himfelf,  being  well 
acquainted,  with  the  whole  proccfs.  The 
mill  employs  conftantly  twenty-fix  or 
twenty-feven  hands.  Seven  of  the  bed 
workmen  are  employed  at  the  vat,  and  the 
piould ;  their  pay  is  from  four  to  feven  dol- 
lars a  week.  They  are  all  Irilhmen.  The 
other  inferior  workmen  earn  three  dollars, 
and  the  women  one  dollar,  a  week.  Not- 
'  Withftanding  there  ^^e  five  pther  jpaper  miUs 

in 
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m  the  (late  of  Delaware,  and  from  eighty 
to  nii>ety  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania^ 
yet  M n  Gifin  aflured  me  there  was  not  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  workmen:  though  ai) 
Irifhman  himielf>  he  complains  as  much  of 
ft  want  of  fbbriety  in  his  countrymen  as  the 
millers  of  Brandywine.  This  manufa6lory 
is,  no  doubt,  very  lucrative,  as  Mr.  Gilpia 
intends  to  build  a  new  paper*mill  abou^ 
three  hundred  fathoms  below  the  other^ 
The  paper  manufadhired  here  is  fent  in  greUt 
quantities  to  Philadelphia,  and  retailed  tq 
the  merchants  there.  The  fmall  mills  dif^ 
pole  of  their  paper  in  another  manner ;  they 
fend  it  to  Philadelphia  in  carts,  and  fell  i( 
about  the  ftreets  in  quires  or  reams, 

DOCTOR  WARTON,  AND  HIS  FARM. 

From  the  mill  I  croHed  the  river  and  the 
woods  to  dine  with  Doftor  Warton^  who 
refides  about  a  mile  from  \\rii^»ington,  cm 
the  road  to  Philadelphia,  The  moft  com- 
mon trees  iq  thefe  woods  ace  the  oak,  the 
fhefnut,  and  the  hiccory.  Cedars  known  in 
Eurofc  by  the  nait^a  of  Virginiaa  are  like- 
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wife  fbiind  in  abandancjc ;  alfe  Scocdb  pine 
treest  Lord^s  pines,  and  firs.  The  cedar 
wood  is  commoDlj  ufed  for  fupporters  to 
the  rails  with  which'  the  fields  are  eacloi<»L 
The  houies  are  alio  covered  with  planks  of 
cedar.  Doftor  Warton,  who  was  educated 
with  the  jefiiits  of  St.  Omer  in  France,  but 
has  fince  become  a  miniiter  of  the  Englifh 
church,  is  a  very  worthy  man.  He  fpent 
ibme  years  in  England,  from  whence  be 
brought  much  agricultural  knowledge,  witJi 
a  finall  mLsture  of  prejudice.  He  fpeaks 
French,  he  is  very  obliging,  and  is  much 
efteemed  by  his  neighbours,  lie  occupies  a 
farm,  which  he  has  taken  for  fifteen  yeai?s, 
ten  of  which  are  unexpired. 

There  were  eight  of  us  at  dinner:  every 
thing  which  we  ufed  was  the  produce  of  his 
own  farm;  even  the  table  cloth,  which  was 
fabricated  of  the  flax  grown  on  his  own 
grounds,  and  the  table,  which  was  made  of 
a  very  beautiful  wood,  cut  on  his  own  eftato, 
as  fmooth  and  as  finely  veined  as  mahogany. 

I  obtained  the  greater  part  of  r" '     V 

tural  information  of  this  cout^ti^ 
Warton«    He  rente  a  farm^ 
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and' fifty  ^crcs  at  two  hundred  atid  ten  dbl* 
lars ;  he  lets  off  fifty  acres  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  thus  retains  the  reft 
himfelf  at  eighty  dollars.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  gained  this  year  fey  en  hundred 
and'  forty-fix  dollars,  including  thofe  articles 
which  he  had  uicd^  and  which  he  muft 
other  wife  have  bought.  He  has  four  oxen, 
which  are  fufficient  for  the  whole  work  of 
the  farm.  He  has  alfo  eight  cows,  and  two 
horfes  for  his  carriage.  Three  negroes  are 
conflantly  employed  in  his  farm  and  {tables. 
H^.  dogs  not  hire  additional  labourers  above 
twenty-five  days  in  the  year.  He  has  four 
negrelfes,  two  of  whom  are  employed  in  the 
lioufe,  the  other  two  fpin,  make  linen  and 
cloth,  and  work  in  the  field  when  it  is  ne- 
cefTary.  The  negroes  and  negrefles  eat 
bread  made  of  Indian  corn ;  at  noon  they 
are  allowed  fome  meat ;  but  on  the  whole 
receive  Icfs  nourifhment  than  would  be  re- 
quifite  for  white  people  in  this  country ;  and 
are  therefore  maintained  much  cheaper. 
.  The  dodor  fays  that  he  is  as  well  fatisfied 
with  their  work  as  he  could  be  with  that  of 
the  whitf fi  which  afe  to  be  found  here.     He 

dungs 
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dungs  his  lands  tolerably  well  with  about  two 
hundred. fmall  cart  loads  of  dung  obtained 
yearly  from  his  own  cattle.  He  dungs  his 
grounds  in  general  before  hfc  libws  maize; 
which  he  fows  in  trenches  eight  feet  diftant 
one  way,  and  one  foot  the  other,  contrary  to 
the  general  pradlice  of  the  country.  He  alfo 
turns  up  the  larger  intervals  with  the  plough, 
and  the  fmaller  with  the  hoe :  the  latter 
work  is  done  by  the  negreffes.  He  fre- 
quently fows  maize  two  following  years : 
aftfcr  the  maize,  corn,  and  clover  after  the 
corn,  in  the  fpring.  The  clover  remains  for 
two,  three,  or  even  four,  years  :  after  clover 
he  fows  maize  again,  and  fo  on  in  fuc* 
ceflion.  This  is  his  general  pradice,  though 
it  is  fbmetimes  varied. 

The  neighbouring 'farmers  do  not  follow 
as  regular  a  fyltem  as  Doftor  Warton,  the 
fcarcity  of  labourers  being  a  great  obflaclc 
to  the  eflablifhment  of  a  good  fyfl-em  of  agri- 
culture in  this  country,  where  its  true'  prin- 
ciples are  unknown.  The  farms  arc  in  ge- 
neral fmall  and  ill-cultivated;  they  receive 
.little  or  no  manure,  and  arc  in  every .relj^efl: 
.  badly  naaniged^    bome  l:^nglifh  farmers  h«ve 

recently 
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i^cently  fettled  in  this  neighbourhood^  and 
liava  taken  farms  upon  long  leafes.  ,Thej 
will  doubtlefs  make  confiderable  imprpve* 
fiKnts  in  agriculture.  Within  thefe  two 
jears  ieveral  perfbns  have  colled;ed  the 
weeds  from  the  creeks  which  flow  through 
their  land,  have  mixed  them  with  dung, 
and  thus  make  a  manure,  which|  though 
they  do  not  allow  it  fufficient  time  to  rot 
before  they  uic  it,  confiderably  improves  th^ 
land.  Turnips>  carrots,  and  cabbages,  ara 
grown  only  in  gardens,  merely  for  tha 
l^itchen. 

Do6lor  Warton,  who  underftands  the  cuU 
tivation  and  management  of  maixe,  prefers 
it  to  the  above  articles,  as  a  more  certain 
produce  ;  the  leaves,  green  or  dry,  are  fodder 
for  the  cattle,  and  the  corn  when  ground 
into  flour  is,  he  fays,  more  fattening  than 
any  other  food.     This  opinion,  however,  is 
not  founded  upon  experience  and  compari- 
son, but  rather  appears  to  be  the  offspring  of 
a  prejudice  for  a  particular  (yftem  of  agri- 
culture,  and  the  natural  indolence  of  a  man 
i^ll-difpofed  to  alterations.     I  conceive  it  is 
VTcry  caly  to  prove^  that  a  more  fkiliul  lyftem 

would 
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would  yield  toote  dung,  ^nd  wotild  be  iDorp 
produ&ive^  withput  any  additional  labour. 

.Eight  hundred- (iwchis  fquare   of  maize 
pr0di^e  n  toil'  weight  of  leavesi  and  two 
top;afl  ^ps>   SEyepy.  hundred  perches  fquarc,. 
not  djiAgedy  yields  fromi  WieJyffi.iq  eighteca 
buftejs  of i  graito; ;  .  if  well  d«ngf>d;»  it:yield$ 
thirty-five^  14>eak  of  this  paft.of  the  cpun^ry,, 
and  of  thofe  farms  which  are  genec^ly  cul- 
tivated iii  this  .  nianner,  cfpeciallyii  that,  of 
Dofltot  Wartoa, :     He  plantf;  ^.potatpes; '  be- 
tween .  the .  rowa ;  of  maize,  afcid  gathers  by 
^isirneans  two;  hundred  bufliels.;    they  .a(re 
ufually  fold  at  thf%  (hillings  and  f  fix  pence 
por-bufheli  but; this  year,fttfciifiA'fr<>m:  iivje 
(hillings  to  five  (hillings  and  fixipencc.     He 
fattens  yearly  from  ten  to  twelve  oxen  for 
fale*     As  he  brews  his  own  beer,  makes  his 
own-  cider,  and  manufaftures  his  own  linen^ 
I3ne  part  of  his  farm  is  fown  with  flax,  others 
are  planted  with  hops,  and  others  >yith  appjp 
trees.      ♦ 

Such  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,,  and  fo 

much  do  the:  farmers  pride  thejijfelves  upon 

its  prefervation,  that  they^  will., not  purchaie 

atiy  thing  for  the  ufe  of  their  fanaihes,  which 

Vol.  III.  L  1  they 
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they  can  make  tbemfelves^  Pride  is  the  beft 
colour  which  thej  can  give  to  the  impol^ 
iibility  of  doing  otherw^ ;  on  any  other 
ground  the  fpcculation  is  a  bad  one,  as  by 
nniltiplying  in  this  manner  their  planta- 
tions^*  and  the  labours  of  the  houfehold,  the 
divided  profits  are  confequently  (inaller,  and 
their  average  lefs  advantageous.  Time  will 
redify  this  prejudice. 

The  (heep  of  this  [^cbuntry  produce  good 
wool,  fine  and  fhort,  but  the  Qeece  feldom 
weighs  more  than  three  pounds :  it  is  worth  a 
ddUar  and  a  half.  The  fheep  have  long  legs; 
and  very  large  bones.  The  breed  might  be 
much  improved  by  a  little  attention,  of  which 
it  is  well  deferving. 

Some  proprietors,  who  do  not  tenant  their 
own  farms,  let  them  for  a  (hare  of  the  pro- 
duce. The  ufual  method  is  to  let  them  for 
half  the  profits,  if  the  farmer  and  proprietor 
fiirnifh  jointly  the  cattle  iind  feed ;  or  for  a 
third,  if  no  flock  is  advanced.  This  pro- 
portion fometimes  varies  according  to  the 
value  of  the  ground,  or  the  addrefs  of  the 
proprietor  or  farmer.  Dodtor  Warton  ob- 
ferved,  that  at  Wilmington  any^  man,   who 

knows 
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knows  how  to  purdhafe,  might  make  fix  per 
cent  in  cafli  of  his  capital^  by  letting  his  kncU 
as  foon  as  he  buys,  them  I  The  r  cattle  are 
very  foon  fattened  .with  the  maize  flour; 
from  eight  to  ten  bulhds  are  itifficieat  to 
fatten  .an  ox.  I-faw  a^  pig  at  onie;  ofi  the  mills 
on  theiBrandyS^ioCy  ^hicU  the  miller  aflured 
me  was  of  an  ordinary  breed,  and  which 
was  fed  entirely  upon  maize,  that  weighed 
feven  Ijundred  weight ; 

The  land  near  the  Delaware  confHls  of 
rich  meadows,  with  a  good  foil  to  the  depth 
of  ^irty  feet;  it  lets  as  high. as  fix  dollars 
and  a  half  per  aCjfe,  and  fells  to  high  as  one 
hundred  drtdfixtydolkirs  per  dcre. 

The  hay  is  depofitcd  in  barns.  The  far- 
mers are  ignorant  of  the  method  of  making 
flecks,  they  therefore  :fay  that  the  rain  pene- 
trates them  and  fpoils  the, hay;  though  Icfs 
rain  falls  here,  even  including  the  fnow^  than 
in  any  part  of  England.  Some  farmers^ 
however,  heap  up  their  crops  into  very  im- 
pcrfeft  flacks,  by  which  means  they  are 
certainly  oftien  fpoiled.  Such  is  the  fubflance 
of  the  information  which  1  obtained  from 
Dodtor  Wartom     The  details  which  I  have 

L  1  2  entered 
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cntdrcd  iiito  rekithre  to  the  ftate  of  ihamfac^ 
ture  and  agriculture  are  hot  intereftiog  c£ 
thcmfelvcs  to  an  European, 'yet,'  canfideriiig: 
tfaeni  as  conneded  with  the  ftate  of  jk^pula- 
tion^  civilization^  arid,  alii  the  other  drcum^ 
fiances  of  this  country,  and'  as  affording  a 
comparifon  with  the  old  world,  tbe;^*  poffiblyr 
will  not  be  found,  uninteircfting; 


BRANDYWINE-RlVfiR,    AND 

-      MINGTON.       •  • 

I  have  akeady  noticed  Brandy  wine  i^  it^ 
iituatlori  is  ^KghtfiiL  There  are'  ml^ut 
fifty  houfes  built  near  the  river,  Which  rti(he& 
rapidly  over  large  fragments  of  rock  j  and 
Iwelling  into  many  channelsturns  milb^of  all 
defcriptioils  -ifl  tvtry  direftion.  The  bahk^ 
of  this  river,  both  above  and  below  the 
village,  chiefly  laid  out  in  mcadoWS^  and 
covered  with,  cattle  y  a  bridge,  bver  Which 
travellers  art  conftantly  pafling ;  the  con** 
tinual  buftlc  of  the  man-ufaftories,  with 
houfes  of  various  fot'rtis  and  iiiaterials,  built  on 
different  parts  of  two  hills,  which  bourtd  the 
river  ;-i--rend<r'thi&  vife\^  extremcly^'plda&ht. 

-  *  ^^  The 
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The  port  of  Wilmington  is  upon  the 
Chrifti^iia:  there. are  three  .or.  four  vefkls 
built,  there  every  y^ear,  either  for  fale  or 
for  the  trade  that  is  carried  on  there,  which 
employs  twelve  or  thirteen  fhips  of  various 
lizes.  This  port  is  two  nailes  from  the  De^ 
•laware.  Several  (loops  arp  conflantly  /em- 
ployed in  the  coailing  trade,  carried  on  ^yith 
F|)iiadelphia. 

Wilmington  rnarket  is  fupj^lied  with  pro- 
yi£i,ons  from  the  neighbourhood.  It  is. held 
twice  a- week;  it  i3  lefs  than  that  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  it  refembles  in  its  market-place^ 
in  tlie  £iatur^  of  its  regulations,  and  in  the 
ipc^ies  of  pfovifiojEis  fold  there.  Every  ne- 
ceffary  is  to  be  procured  there,  and  no- where 
clfe  in  ihis  part  of  the  country. 

Freedom  of  religion  is. as  unreftraincd  in 
the  flate  of  EXelaware  as  in  that  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.  The  expences  of  pubhc  worftiip  are 
^aid  by  thqfe  who  approve,it.  The  letting 
of  p6\y6  is  owe  principal  Iburce  of  the  church 
re.Venue,  anc(i  with  fome  dop^tions  of  laud  by 
individual,  .is  fufficieat-tp  dnefray  all  cx^- 
pences,  including  the  miuifter's  falary.  The 
preibyterians  are  the  moft  numerous  (qA^ 

L  1  3  and 
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and  next  to  then^  the  quakers:  the  wiOom 
of  the  latter,  who  being  the  ritheft  have  the 
nioft  influence,  oppofed  the  eflablifhment  of 
a  democratic  fbciety  at  Wilmington.  There 
is  one,  however,  at  Newcaftle,  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wilmington. 
'  This  town  it  at  prefeiit  the  afylum  of  about 
forty  families  from  the  colonies  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, moil  of  whom  have  (aved  fomething 
from  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes,  but  whom 
misfortune  has  not  infl:rufted  either  in  politics 
or  domeftic  deconomy.  On  their  arrival  a 
fubfcription  wa^  opened  for  the-mofl:  needy  of 
theni,   and  a  confiderable  fum   was  raifed, 

when  it  was  discovered  by  the  complaints  of 

* 

thofe  whofe  diftrefles  entitled  them  to  relief, 
that  fbme  men  known  to  be  in  good  circum- 
flances  had  applied  for  a  fhare.  The  eyes  of 
the  fubfcribers  being  thus  opened,  the  fub- 
fcription  was  flopped  and  the  French  name 
difgraced.  Grcneral  Dikison,  a  rich  inha- 
bitant of  Wilmington,  formerly  governor  of 
Pennfylvania,  depofited  four  hundred  dollars 
with  Mr.  Tboufardy  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  moft  needy  of  the  fufferers.  It  could 
not  have  been  placed  in  better  handis ;  not^ 

withftanding 
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-^•ithftanding  which^  jealoufy  excited  ibme 
iinjuft  murmurs  againft  him,  which  though 
treated  with  contempt  by  himfelf,  have  not 
failed  to  promote  Ibme  fcandaL  Several  of 
the  St.  Domingo  families  who  have  preferved 
large  fortunes,  think  that  Mr.  Dikifbn  is  not 
fufficiently  generous ;  yet  will  not  thcmfelves 
give  one  farthing  to  their  diflreffed  country- 
men. 

Among  thoie  who  have  efcaped  the  difafters 
of  St*  Domingo,  there  are  fome,  who,  revolt- 
ing at  the  idea  of  receiving  gratuitous  aid, 
labour  with  great  induflry  to  obtain  a  bare 
fubfiflence:  but  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that 
almoft  all  thefe  belong  to  Old  France,  and 
have  not  loi^  fettkd  ixi  the  colony.  The 
neceilaries  of  life  are  cheaper  by  two  fifths 
at  Wilmington  than  at  Philadelphia:  a  fa- 
mily may  live  here  very  well  upon  eight 
hundred  dollars  a  year.  The  plots  of  ground 
allotted  for  building  houfes  contain  nearly  two 
acres ;  and  let  at  from  four  to  lix  dollars  a 
year.  -i^^yV^ith  a  little  dunging  they  will  pro- 
duce forty  hundred  weight  of  hay  in  two 
crops.  The  cows  are  turned  in  after  the  le- 
^ond  crop  till  winter.     In  fummer  they  are 

L  1  4  driven 
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driven   on   the  road-fide   to  graze,  and  are 
fetched  home   twice  a  day  to  be   milked. 
The  breed  of  cattle,   although  not  lb  fine  as 
that  of  New-England,  is  good   and  large ; 
but  rather  too  long  in  the  body  and  legs  t  a 
little  care  would  perfeft  the  breed,  and  ren- 
der the  cattle  of  a  fhape  and  fize  proper  for 
fattening.     The  poor-houfe  of  Wilmington 
is  built  on  an  eminence  ;  it  is  a  very  large 
and  handibme   building:    the   poor    of  the 
county  of  Newcaftle  only  are  received  there  ^ 
who  are  extremely  well  treated.     According 
to   a   moderate  calculation  the  number   of 
poor"  conftantly  maintained  there  amounts  to 
lixty.  "  The  expences  t)f 'the  houfe  are  efti- 
mated   at  about   fix   thoufand  dollars;    the 
expence  of  each  pauper  is  confequently  one 
hundred   dollars:    upon   one  half  of  which 
fum  he  might  fupport  himfelf.       in  almoft 
every  part  of  England,  as  well  as  of  America, 
the  poor-houfes  are  an  objedt  of  pride  and 
oftentation  to  the  people.      They  doubtlefs 
relieve  the  overfeers  of  the  poor*fr6m  much 
of  that  trouble  which  they  would  otberwife 
have  in  diftributing  relief  with  juftice  and 
difcretion  to  the  poor  at  their  own  homes. 

Yet 
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Yet  diefc  eftablifhments  by  no  means  con- 
ftitutc  the  bed  method  of  aflifting  the  ffoor, 
whether  they  are  cc^ficiered  in  a  political  or 
moral  point  of  view  ;.  or  as  they  reipe^  the 
principles  of  oeconomy  or  real  benevolence*' 
The.  boundaries  iof  eftates  in  this  fmall 
ftatear^  perhaps  thefburce  of  more  law-fuits 
than  any- where  elfe,  as  in  the  lands  formerly 
given  to  the  Penn  family ,  and  to^Lord  Balti** 
more  ;  the  boundaries '  are  not  prectiely  af»- 
certained,  nor  are  the  deeds  of  gift  clearly 

worded.:'     -  ^-^  :  v..  •  .r  .. 

Mr.  Vining  informed  me,  that  his  feat  in 
Congreis  deprives "  hitti  of  at  Icdft  three 
thoufand  dollars,  which  he  might  '^in  by 
his  profeflioii  as  an  advocate,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  undertakes  ibme  bufinefs  .even  diiring  | 
the  fitting  of  Ccngrcifi,  which  the  vicinity  bf 
Philadelphia  enables  -  him  to  tranfaiS:  with 
eaie.  ... 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  the  ftate  <of 
Delaware  'for  commerce,  .agriculture^  ^nd 
manufa^ures,  ought  naturally  to  riucreaie 
its  population.  Half  the.  ground  however  is 
not  yet  Cleared  :  four-fifths  of  thd  county  of 
SufTex,  the  moft  fouthera  of  the  three^remains 

yet 
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yet  uncleared.  The  woods  are  certainlj  in 
Ibme  places  filled  with  water,  but  with  little 
pains  and  expence  nearly  the  whole  of  thefe 
git)Hiids  might  be  drained,  and  doubtlefs 
would  be  very  produ6live ;  as  all  thofe  that 
have  been  drained  yield  great  crops.  The 
want  of  hands  is  an  obftacle  which  prevents 
any  attempts  of  this  nature  in  this  country 
of  iSavery ;  and  induces  a  number  of  pro** 
prietors  of  woods  to  believe  that  their  ground 
is  more  profitable  to  them  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
They  ftrip  their  woods  to  fupply  Philadelphia ; 
and  as  there  are  in  this  fpot  many  pine*trees 
and  cedars,  they  fell  them  at  a  large  profit, 
efpecially  as  they  have  the  advanta^  of  con* 
veying  them  by  water.  Mr.  Well,  member 
of  the  legiflature,  and  proprietor  of  twenty 
choufand  acres  of  wood  on  the  borders  of 
the  county  of  Suflex,  boafted  in  my  prefence 
of  the  revenue  arifing  from  his  eftate,  which 
is  about  five  thouiknd  four  hundred  dollars 
a  year.      Of  thefe  twenty  thoufand  acres, 

m 

only  ten  thoufand  are  planted  with  cedars. 
I  demonflrated  to  him,  that  allowing  all 
this  profit  to  arife  entirely  from  the  ten 
thoufand  acres  of  cedars,  even  ia  that  cafe, 

each 
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each  acrt'  is  worth  only  half  a  dollar  a  year ; 
which  IS  nearly  the  feme  value  to  which:  the 
falt-tax,  and  the  uncultivated  ftate  of  the 
lan^,  reduced  fevcral  of  thcf^brefts  of  Lbr- 
raine  about  ten  years  ajgo.  He  was  ftruck 
with  the  calculation,  which  he  could  not  con- 
tradi£l ;  but  as  his  neighbours  do  not  draw  (b 
much  wealth  from  their  woods  as  he  does 
from  his,  he  is  fatisfied  with  ^hat  difference* 
In  every  fenfe  this  fyftem  is  perniciotosi  it 
deftroys  the' growth  of -the -woods,  and  it 
would  reduce  this  modehite  incbthe  in  the 
courfe  of  forty  or  fifty  years  to  {lotbing,  if  it 
were  not  to  be  fuppofcd',  that  before  that 
period  the  population  of  the  flate  will  in- 
creafe,  the  proprietors  grow  wifer,  and  cul- 
tivation in  confequence  become  more.generiaL 
Within  thefe  fifteen  months  a  bank  has 
been  eftablifhed  at  Wilmington,  and  incor- 
porated by  an  a6t  of  the  legiflatuife  of  the 
flate.  The  capital  is  two  hundred  thbufand 
dollars,  in  one  thoufand  fhares  of  two  hundred 
dollars  each.  The  legiflalure  has  refirved 
the '  p6wer  of  ^ding  two  hundrfed^and  fifty ' 
"fhares  more.  This  bank  appears  to  be  of  no 
real  utility,  at  leafl  there  is  no  apparent  ne.« 

ccflity 
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determination  was  not  fandioned.  by  en  a£l  of 
legiflaturc -till;  1775.  ..  J  : 

The  new  cpn{):|tutiQ;i  pf  the  fUte  of  Dela- 
ware was  named  in  177O9  ai^d  revised  in 
1 790.  It  divides  ithe  lpgiilatiY<Q  j>QWer  be- 
tween two  houf^s  of  parliament..  .TJie  houfe 
of  reprefentatiyes;  is  coii\pof6d  .of  itweja^y-one 
members  1  feven  for  ieach  county  r;  who  are 
eleded  annuallyv  The  qualificatu>n3.necer- 
,lary  for  a  member  are; — that  he  muft  be 
twenty rfbur  years  of  9ge»  muft  poiIe&  an  in- 
dependent income,  muft  have  redded  j in  the 
ftate  three  years,  and  in  the  county  for  \^ich 
he  is  eleded,  one  r  year.  ;  The,  number  of 
fenators  is  nine ;  three  for  each  CQunty  :  the 
fenators  muft  be  twcnty-fcv^n  years  old  ;  in 
poffeffion  of  an  independent  income  of  two 
hundred  acres,  or  a  fortune  known  to  amount 
to  one  thoufand  ppui^ds  fterl;ing.  The  fame 
conditions  as ;  to  refidence  are  required  .of 
them  as  of  the  members  of -the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives.  The  fenators  are  eledcd  for 
three  years  ^  one  of  whom  retires  every  year 
by  rotation.  The  qualifications  of  an  ^led^or 
are,  a  refidence  of  two  years  in  thp  cpunty, 
and  the  payment  of  taxes  for  at  leaft  'fix 

months. 
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it  was  Conquered  by  the  Duke  of  York,-* in 
1683,  he  fold  to  William  Penn,  founder  of 
Penniylvabiav  the  '  town  of  Newcaftle,  and 
twelve  irtilcs  of  the^  fiJirrounding  countrj. 
William  Penft  aft^ward  added  to  this  the 
country  which  extends  ai  far  ^'iCapeHentapat. 
It  was^then  divided,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  into 
three  counties ;  Ncwcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex ; 
and  became  part- of  Pennfylvania.  In  1701 
William  Penn  ceded  thehi  to  Edward'Stap-^ 
peUy  Pbineas  Pembkion^  Samuel  Carpenter ^ 
Griffiths  Ow^,  Caleb  Puijey^  and  ^bmias  Story-j 

■  *    » 

who  of  couffe  became  the  proprietors  : 
when,  however,  this  part  of  the  country, 
though  under  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania,. 
obtained  the  privilege  of  a  feparatc  aflembly, 
it  took  the  name  of  the! three  counties  of  the 
Delaware.  When  the  troubles  iii  America 
broke  out,  the  three  counties  of  the  Dcla- 

«  ■ 

ware  (eparated  themfelvcs  entirely  from  the 
flate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  affumed  th^  name 
of  the  ftate  of  the*  Delaware.  It  was  only 
in  1770  that  the  limits  of  the  ftafcs  of  Dela- 
ware  and  Maryland  were  finally  fettled  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  Delaware,  and  •  I^d 
Baltimore  *  proprietor  oF  Maryland  ;  whofc 

determination 
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He  is  ailifled  in.  bis  government  .by  tbe 
ipeaker;of  the  feAsite,  or  in  his  abfence*by  thse 
fpedkct  of  the  hcHife  of  reprefcntatiycs*  The 
judicial  power  is  CDropQfc4:;Qf;ija:,cc»jct.<?f 
chancery^  and  feyeralinferioj:  jtribiinals.  ; 

The  judges  are.  nominated:  by! the.  go- 
vernor>  and  retain  their  places,  during  good 
behaviour  :  they  are  fubjeft  to  impeaehtpentt 
whenever  two  thirds  of  the  hopfe.of  rcpre- 
fentatives  and  two  thirds  >  of.  the  ifenate  deem 
it  neceiTary,  agreeable;  to  ^the  forms  already 
noticed.     In  cafes  wh^rQ  :th.Qre  h..tlot  Suffi- 
cient grounds  for  ) sin  impeAcbmsat,  the. go- 
vernor may  difplw:e»then8 .on  the, reprefenta- 
tion  of  two  thirds^  of  each  houle.   The  jufticeB 
of  the  peace  are  appointed  by.,  the  governor 
for  feven  years.      The  iegiflative  affeinbJy  in 
the    ftate    of    the    Delaware  .  vote  for  the 
eioftion  of  prcfidentland   vice-prefident  of 
the  United  States. 

The  .population '  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware 
was  eftimated  in  the  year  1 790  at  oaily  fifty 
thoufand  and,  ninety •'foiur  inhabitants,  qf 
which  number  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  were  flaves ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  the  ftate  fends  but  one  ifiember  to 

the 
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the  Cqngr^fi  ojf  the  United  Stiatcs.  There 
Is  no'dobbt  but  atithq  neyt  numeration  there 
will  be  more  than  a  (iifficient  number  of  in** 
habitants  to  entitle  it  to  fend  two  members 
to  Congrefs. 

The  militia  of  the  (late  is  formgd  of  one 
brigade  from  each  county :  each  brigade  is 
compofed  of  three  regiments.  The  Prcfby- 
terians  are  the  moft  numerous  and  powerful 
fedl  in  the  ftate :  they  have  twenty-four 
churches.  The  Epifcopalians  have  fourteen  i 
the  iVnabaptifts  fcven  :  befides  which,  there 
are  a  great  number  of  Quakers  and  Me* 
thodifls  throughout  the  country^  efpecialiy  in 
the  counties  of  Kent  and  SufTex.  The  ex* 
ports  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  amounted  ia 
1701  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fcventy-eight 
dollars— in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy«« 
two — in  1 793,  to  ninety-three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-nine — in  1794,  to  two 
hundred  and  {even  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and-  eighty-five — in  1795,  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thoufand  and  forty-*one — and 
in.  1796,  to  two  hundred  and  one  thoufand 
:^Oh.  IIL  M  m  one 
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one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars.  The 
commerce  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  is  chiefly 
ia  corn  and  wood.  The  only  cnftom-houfe 
in  this  diftrift  is  at  Wilmington*  The  greateff 
part  of  the  flour  made  there  is  bought  by  the 
mcrchan^  of  Philadelphia,  for  exportation. 
.  The  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware  have 
hitherto  been  rather  improperly  levied.  The 
total  amount  of  the  fum  neceflary  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  w^s  divided  into 
twenty-one  parts :  the  county  of  Newcaftle 
paid  eight  f  Kent,  feVcn ;  and  Suflfex,  fix.  The 
counties  are  divided  into  hundreds.  Each 
townftiip  ^leded  annually  a  coUedor ;  who 
being  forniflied  with  a  lift  of  perfons  liable 
to  be  taxed,  affeffed  them  according  to  the 
vague  eftimation  of  their  incomes,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  nature  of  fuch  in- 
comes* Uncleared'  land,  perfons  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  thofe  who  had  juft  finifhed 
an  apprenticefhip,  and  flaves  who  had  juft 
obtained  their  freedom  were  exempted  from 
taxes.  Poor  people  having  many  children 
were  taxed  in  a  fmaller  proportion  ;  but  their 
incomes  were  always  eftimated  at  twenty 
dollars.    Bachelors,  whether  thev  had  or  had 

not 
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ht>t  any  known  property,  were  ta^ed  as  haV- 
ihg  an  income  from   twenty-lbuf  to  forty- 
eight  dollars.     A  court  of  appeal,  elcded  for 
three  years,  one- third  of  which  was  changed  , 
every  year,  decided  upon  the  complaints  of 
fuch  as  thought  thfcmfelves  furcharged.     The 
commifiioners  who  Compofed  this  court  re^ 
ccived  a  dollar  and  one  third  for  every  day 
on  which  they  were  employed.     The  col-^ 
ledors  received  feven  and  a  half  per  cent  on 
the  fum  colle£fced«     As  the  amount  of  all  the 
ftate  taxes  for  the  couilties  and  hundreds  of^ 
the  flate  of  Delaware  did  not  exceed  one  or 
two  per  cent  on  the  fortunes  of  each  indivi- 
dual, no  body  murmured  ;  but  this  mode  of 
afTeflment  was  not  the  lefs  difgraceful  to  a 
free  country,  for  it  was  arbitrary* 

During  the  lad  feflions  the  affembly  at« 
tempted  to  wipe  away  this  ftaih  :  it  was  ac*- 
cordingly  decreed,  "  that  in  future  the  affef- 
fbrs  fhould  make  out  a  flatement  of  all  the 
taxable  property  in  each  hundred  ;  that  the^ 
capital  arifing  from  land  fliould  be  eftimated 
at  one  hundred  pounds  value  for  every  eight 
pounds  of  rent  i  that  the  capital  arifing  fromi 

M  m  2  houfes 
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houfes  or  eilates  ia  towns  or  villages  4)9u)[d 
be  eflimated  at  qne  hiuidred  pouac^s  fpr  every 
twelve  ppynds.  of  rent  i  ,an4  that,  the  reivt^ 
both  in  town  and  country,  ihould  be  taken  i^- 
their  real  value  :  :. 

*'  That  flayes  of  both  fc^f^cs^  froiptbe  age 

of  eight  to  fourteen  yejars,  ,fl]^y^4  WtT^^V^^^- 
at   from  .  twelve   to   fp^irt^j^i.  pounds;  ^od 
male  flayes,  from   the   agft  c^f  iburteca  %q 
thirty-fix atfrora. fifteen  to.  )tjiirty-fi.ve.  pounds : 

*•  That.flajVes  under,  eight  years  =  of,  age, 
male  il<^v^^  &]?9ve  fprtyrily^  a^id  females 
above  thirty-^ii^^ihquld  be  talced  m  le|(ei:  pro- 
portions.; but  t^ie  male  flavcis  .who^af^fWtifaijiS 
always  in  proportion  tp  the.  vahae  of  their 
labour: 

^'  And,  that  plate  (hould  be  ef);kna(ed  at 
eight  fliUlings  and  fix  pcncje  per  ounc^e  j  and 
laftly,  that  .all  other  perfonal  property  npt 
cxprefsly  exenjxpted  from -tajfat ion,,  ihould  be 
affefTed  ii^  proportion  to  its  value  in  ready 
money,  t  accprding  to  t^e^  opinio;!,:  of  the 
afleflbrs.'* 

This  new  mode  of  taxation,  whi?h.  fixes 
tine  principles  on  which  the  ^(rip^t:i3..to 

be 
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i>e  made,  illU  leaves  too  much  to  the  difcre^ 
tion  of  the  afTeiTors  :  it  is  not  yet  carried  iuto 
^ffea. 

a  ft 

The  annual  ampunt  of  the  tastes  varies 
very  little  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware ;  it 
averages  from  thirteen  fo  fifteen  thoufani;! 
dollars.  The  ftate  has  ao  furplus  treafure» 
but  is  free  from  debt ^ 

On  the  general  divilion  pf  thiC  ex^encet 
of  the  war,  made  by  the  commiflioners .  of 
which  I  have  fo .  often  fpoken,  the  ftate  of 
Pelaware  was  indebted  to  the  Udited  States 
(\x  hundred  and  twiplve  thouf^ndi  four 
hundred  and  twenty ^^ight  dollar s^  .  This  fuoc^ 
is  much  more  than  they  ar^  willing  or  able  Iq 
pay  ;  in  fa£l,  this  fpecios  of  debt  Vl'iH  never  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  ftates  upon  which  it.  has 
been  imppfed*  The  frngtll  extent  of  the  ftate 
pf  IJelaware  entirely  prevents  it  from  en^ 
jarging  its  refoqrces  ;  and  it  h^s  already  beea 
propofed  by  the  fenate  to  unit^  it  to  a  pfirt  of 
the  ftatp  of  Maryland  on  the  eaft  of  thfe  GUe-^ 
fape^ke  This  propofiti0n,  which  ha^  not  yet 
.fec«R  »gr€ifd  |o  by  .the  houfc{  of  reprefenta*? 
•  4Jiy#$i:  wili  BP  cjppbt  be  objo^ed  ip  by  the 
of  Marylanf}^  which  \vit|  not  willingly 
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difmembcr  itfelf  to  add  to  the  ftability  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware  ;  whilfton  the  other  hand, 
the  latter  would  not  be  defirous  of  finking 
entirely  into  the  ftate  of  Maryland.  This 
meafure  would  alfo  meet  fome  oppofition 
from  the  fmaller  ftates,  who  at  prefcnt  arc 
compenfated  fcfr  the  inferiority  of  the  number 
of  their  members  in  the  houfe  of  repreferita*^ 
tives  by  the  equal  number  of  reprefentatives 
they  fend  to  congrefs,  of  which  compenfa*- 
tk)n  this  meafiire  would- deprive  them. 
'  A  motion  was  made  in-  the  legiflative 
aflembly  this  year,  to  declare  all  the  children 
^  flaves  born  after  this  period  free,  and  to 
give  freedom  to  all  flaves  now  under  the  age 
of  twenty-eight,  when  they  attain  that  age  ; 
and  that  all  above  that  age  fliould  remain 
flaves  for  life.  The  motion  was  carried  in 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  but  as  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  country  evinced 
great  difapprobation  of  the  meafure,  it  is  ex- 
pe6led  that  it  will  be  thrown  out  next  year 
by  the  fenate ;  and  that  flavery,  which  every 
one  condemns  here,  will  remain  precifely  as 
it  is,  even  without  any  preparatory  aft  to-- 
wards  Its  gradual  abolition. 

The 
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The  fmallnefs  of  the  ftate,  its  vicinity  to 
Philadelphia,  its  (ituation  on  the  eclge  of  the 
bay,  or  the  river  Delaware,  affords  the  negroes 
very  eafy  means  of  running  away  from  their 
matters ;  which  I  am  told  they  very  frequent- 
ly do. 

Tlie  laws  relative  to  IlaVcs,^re  very  hu- 
mane in  the  ftate  of  Delaware.  Every 
mailer  who  ufes  his  flaves  cruelly  is  fined^ 
and  the  murder  of  a  negro  is  punifhed  with 
death.  If  a  white  man  ftrike  a  negro,  who 
is  not  his  flive,  the  mafter  of  that  negro  may 
bring  the  offender  to  juftice,  and  punifli  him 
by  a  fine.  Till  '^irthti  thefe  two  years  the 
ilaves  were,  for  all  offences,  tried  by  two 
juftices  of  the  peace  and  fix  freeholders  ;  they 
are  at  prefent  tried  by  the  ordinary  judges, 
and  by  a  jury  if  the  offence  is  capitaL  They 
are  in  every  other  rcfpeft  well  treated,  and 
weH  fed.  The  price  of  a  good  negro  is  two 
hundred  and  feventy  dollars. 

The  criminal  law  is  that  of  England,  with 
a  very  few  alterations. 

The  feat  of  -  government  is  at  prefent  at 
Dover,  the  moft  central  town  of  the  fmall 

M  m  4  ftate 


0«t?.  pf  DfiUnvajci  uiitU  .1704»  it  -wa«-at 

WiJiDingtpn.    - 

.    A  colledioa  «f  the.  jaws  of  the  Aate  of 

I  .    •  *   I    .    1       ■    I       ■.         4        1  ■      •  1 

[Delaware  is  now  printing;  this  is  the  more 
ncc.ef&ry^  as'.JhPTfi  arc  noauy  ufeful  laws^ 
which  have  never  appeared  ki  print.  The 
Engliih  during  the  ,Mrar  pluadcred  the  town- 
houfc$  of  tJtjijs  ftate,^  as  wq^jis  every  otl^er ; 
and  fent  tbff;pri^inal  rfcoj^  t^^Jth^. governor- 
general  af  New-York.,  .  After ., the  w^r  it  wa^ 
ajjj;Feed  that  they  fliould  be  returqed,;  but  roaoy 

of  them  wfrienrcyipuftjf^/Jeftfpye^d'      • 


ROAD  TO.WEWCAStl^i  AND.J^fiW- 

CASTLE,    • 

.  .  .  ...» 

Half  a  mile  from  Wilmington^-  you  crofi 
the  Chriftiaiia  in  a  very  fmall  ferry-boat, 
which,  however,  carrier  over  feycral  ftages 
every  day.  The  two  fore-horfes^  are  taken 
off  and  placed  behind,  which  fills  the  whole 
fapat,  the  fides  of  which  are  not  fix  inphes 
high.  Every  thing  in  thi?  country  difplays 
great  want  of  fore.-fight  5  flagts  and  ferry- 
bo»ts^  as  well  as  politics^  are  made  for  the 

moment. 
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moment.  A  prudent  .sflvi  forefees  nbany 
dangers^  wJbich  t^e  H)b^i[(»t)ts  olthis  country 
are  prevented  by  habitt  Afid  careleflhcia  from 
feeing.  Whenever,  tbcrcfore,  an  accident 
happens^  nobody  is  prepared  for  it;  every 
one  is  agitated  and  alarmed^  but  no  remedy 
is  applied. 

The  country  on  this  fide  of  Ntwcaflle  is 
a  continued  flat ;  it  is^  how«vcr»  better  cidl* 
tivated  than  that  on  the  otber  fide  of  Wil- 
mington.  The  foil  appears,  to  be  light*  The 
land  is  laid  out  in  meadows^  a  few  com 
fields,  and  feveral  fields  of  maize,  whith  *are 
all  enclofed:  there  is  vpry  little  wood  land^ 
and  very,  ftfw  good  trees*     The  houfes  are 
rather  better  than  the  iand ;  fbme  of  them 
are  very  haodfome.  ;  Ne wcaftle  is  compofed 
of  feventy  houfes^  fbme  of  which  ar^  of  tricky 
and  are. built  adjacent  to  each  other:  the 
wide  greets  aud  the  gra&  plots  give  ic  the 
appearance  of  an  Englifh  village.     Being  -idle 
county  tovvp,*.it  Contains  tbe^ffibtis^ioufe 
and  the  priiop.    The  towji  is  built  on  fibe 
Delaware;  it  does  not, . hawevcr^  .carcyoti 
any  direct  foreign  trade,  but  cdnfines  itielf  to 
the  coafling  trade  with  Philadelpbia*      •      * 

Ncwcaftle, 
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Newcaftle»  when  in  the  poffcffion  of  the 
Swedes,  waa  called  New-Stockholin.  When 
the  Dutch  conquered  i*,  they  called  it  New- 
Aiiifl:erdaav^  and  when  the  Duke  of  York 
took  pofTedion  <^  it  he  gave  it  the  name 
which  it  has  (ince  retained.  It  is  the  oldeft 
city  of  this  ftate. 

A  fund  having  been  raifed  by  way  of  lot- 
tery^ fan£lioned  by  the  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  building  qua3rs  at  Ne wcaflle,  that  place 
now  affords  (helter  to  veflels  in  the  winter, 
and  begins  to  rife  from  the  flate  of  decay  into 
which  it  had  funk.  - 

rOak  is  fold  at  NewcafUe  for  five  dollars 
a  xord,  and  hiccory  for  nearly  feven  dollars. 
The  population  of  the  county  of  Newcaftlc 
amounts  to  about  eighteen  thoufand  free 
people,  and  three  thoufand  flavcs.  The  fre- 
quent communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  and  the  great  traffic  between 
the  two  cities,  have  occafiohed  the  eflablilh- 
ment  of  a  more  fpeedy  means  of  conveyance 
of  goods  and  paffengefs,  than  by  the  ordinary 
•land  and  water  carriage. 

Four  fmall  flbops  cohflantly  fail  to  and 
from  Newcaftle  and  Philadelphia.     Regular 

flages 
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ftagcs  convey  the  paffengers  to  French-Town, 
-on  the  Elk-River,  about  twelve  miles  diflant 
from  Newcaftle.  Goods  are  carried  there 
in  carts.  Other  floops  fail  down  the  Elk- 
River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Chefa- 
peak,  eighteen  miles  from  French-Town, 
from  whence  they  proceed  to  Baltimore. 
The  expence  of  the  paifage  from  Philadelphia 
to  Newcaftle  is  three  quarters  of  a  dollar, 
.three  quarters  of  a  dollar  by  the  ftage  to 
French«'Tawn,  and  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
from  Frenchi^Town  to  Baltimore.  This 
rovite  is  impaflable  during  the  three  or  four 
winter  months,  at  which  time  the  river  De- 
laware is  generally  frozen. 

Newcaftle  is  the  true  point  from  which 
all  the  Philadelphian  ihips  take  their  depar- 
ture. When  they  are  laden^,  they  drop  down 
thither  with  their  pilot,  and  take  in  their 
poultry  and  vegetables,  where  the  captains 
who  remain  at  Philadelphia  to  lettle=  their 
I  accounts  at  the  cuftom-houfe  join  them  by 
laud,  and  from  whence  they  fail  with  the 
firft  fair  wind* 


■        t 
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ROAD  TO  WARWICK— TH6  REt)  LION, 

— MIDDLETON. 

All  the  country  iselttrcmcly  flat  until  you 

lllnrive  at  the  Red  Lion,  an  inn  mpch  fre-^ 

qoented  by  ftages  and  trtvelkrs.     The  fidds 

mi  very  extenfiye :  fdtne  wheat  is  fown  bci*e^ 

which  is  begintifng  to  (hoot ;  but  the  general 

|>rodtiC€  IS  maize:  there  are  foilife^ meadows 

ibwii  with' clover,    alid*a  •fcjiall*  (bare  of 

timothy-grflfs.      A  few  tqutckfet  hedges  are 

liere  and  there  to  be  fcen,  but  they  merely 

-  evince  to  an  European  the  poflibility  of  thti^ 

cncloiing  the  fields  in  this  country^     Such  i$ 

the  manner  in  which  they  arc  here  planted 

and  kept,   that  they  ferve  merely  to  relieve 

the  cye>   fatigued  with  the  gloorpy   enplo- 

imt%  of  dead  wood,      They  feldonl  dig  any 

ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  bank  oh  which  the 

quickict  is  planted,  or  if  they  do,  they  cut  it 

fo  narrow  and  perpendicul;^r,  that  it  is  inca- 

paWc  of  carrying*  off  the  fndalleft  current  of 

waten     The   thorns   are   planted   in  finglc 

rows;  when  grown  (hey  are  lopped  at  the 

bottom,  and  become  fm^U  trees,  which  are 

^  eafily 
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cafily  broken  down  and  overthrown  by  tbc 
cattle.  '  Time  will  no  doUbt  teach  the  inha- 
bitants  pf  America  the  great  advantage  of 
this  fort  of  hedges,^  which  would .  iavc .  an 
enormous  quantity  of  wopd»  in  a  cauotrj 
where  its  fcarcity  begins  to  be  already  .felt: 
they  will  learn  that  the  firft  expcnce  of  plant- 
ing and  preferving  them  would  be  abnodantlj 
repaid  by,  their  duration  through  an  cndlcis 
period,  in  which  no  further  care  nor  expcnce 
would  be  required* 

This  will  certainly  be  the  ca(e  (bmc  day  or 
other;  but  it  is  aftonifliing,  that,  notwitfa* 
{landing  fo  many  farmers  arc  continually 
arriving  from  Europe,  and  particularly  from 
England,  where  the  utility  of  quickfet  hedges 
and  the  method  of  railing  them  are  fo  welt* 
known,  the  people  of  this  country  have  not 
yet  profited  by  their  experience.  Indolence, 
and  a  want  of  fufficient  funds,  are,  without 
doubt,  the  two  principal  caufes  which-  retard 
fo  necellary  an  improvement.  The  woods 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  and  the  eaftcrn 
ihore  of  Maryland  abound  with  thorns  (imtlaf 
to  our  hawthorns,  of  which  excellent  and 
agreeable  Jbcd^ges  might  be  made. 

The 
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The  road  from  WilmmgtOI^  thrai%fa  Ncir^ 
cafik,  divides  itfelf  at  the  Red  LioQ  ion  z 
one  rood  kads  to  Dotcb«  and  to  tbc  ibatfa 
of  dK  fiate  of  Delaware/ the  other  to  Cmms^ 
TER^TOWK,  and  into  the  6xith  of  the  ftafie 
of  Maryland:    we   have  cbofen  the   Ezttcr 
mate  ; — I  taj  we^  for  I  travel  in  coenpanj 
with  Mr.  Goilkmardy  who  is  io  kind  as  tor 
accompanv  me  the  few    firfl  dajs   of  this 
little  journey.     Land  in  the  neighboarhcod 
of  the  Red   Lion  is   ksld  at  about   tMifjit^ 
dollars  an  acre;  the  UA  h  rather  i^ht,  but 
good.     This  inn  is  livmihcd  with  all  torts  of" 
pravifions  from  Newcaftle,  firocn  which  it  is 


The  road  irom  the  Red  Lioa  to  WAX^arrcxT 
rans  trirocgh  the  time  rorr  of  fiat  :'_:-<::- ItiTrt- 
cd   caantnr.     Tbc  toil,    heweTer,   ceccracs 
ferocger  and  better.     Socre  lar^e  rarr^-^cu.^ 
are  to  be  teen  ca  tie  rijh£  ind  I-f  rt  cr  rhc 


mm  I :  tner  ar^  turrccncec  w-Lcn  j:tiic  3ct3 
tbr  trse  rur^roes*  i^cin  which.  circu:mrirce  i 
EDCET  be  nircctid  x  ccrrri-ferxbie  z-LZirer  at" 

Mctdi^tcv.   the   vHiIy   TiTo^  between 
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about  twenty  houfes^  fome  of  which  are  of 
brick ;  it  is  the  laft  village  in  the  ftatc  of 
Delaware,  which,  however,  extends  to  within 
a  mile  of  Warwick,  that  is  to  fay,  three  miles 
beyond  Middleton. 

WARWICK.-.CULTIVATION  AND  DIS-. 

EASES  OF  CORN. 

We  croflcd  fbme  fmall  creeks  to  day, 
which  turn  a  few  mills  and  fome  forges* 
They  fall  into  the  Delaware  cither  direftly 
or  in  conjundion  with  others  which  they 
meet  in  their  courfe.  The  fmall  creek  of 
Bohemia,  near  Warwick,  is  the  firft  which 
we  have  met  with  that  runs  as  far  as  the 
Chc{apeak.  The  village  of  Warwick  com- 
prfzes  only  five  or  (ix  houfes ;  it  is  in  the  flate 
of  Maryland,  and  in  the  county  of  CeciL 
The  farmers  complain  much  of  the  injury 
done  to  their  corn  by  the  Heflian  fly.  As  this 
difeafe  is  very  common  in  the  taft  of  Mary-* 
land,  I  (hall  defer  a  more  full  deicription  of 
it  until  I  have  received  fome  better  in- 
formation on  the  fubje6l.  I  (hall  only  obferve 
at  prcfent,  that  from  the  converfation  of  two 

farmers. 


4  '  • 
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farmers,  ivhom  I  (aw  at  thtf  iniii*  it  appears 
to  ih^  that  the  Hefliah  flj  chieffy  attacks 
iiich  com  as  grows  on  a  poor  ibi),  and  that 
ieveral  veliisf  6f  eiirCh  '  in  the'  fame  fielids. 
.  which  are  of  a  better  quality  than  the  reft, 
are  free  from  them*  Thefe  farmers  were  of 
opinion^l  that  if  the  lands  were  well  dtihged/ 
and  kept  in  good  order,  they  would  not  be 
liable  to  the  difeafe.  If  this  affertion  may  be 
depended'  upon,  it  fiiould  have  induced  them 

« 

to  attend-  to  cultivation ;  but  this  bpinidn,  as 
yet,  has  hot  made  one  fbrmer  more  atttntive. 
The  com  of  this  country  is  ialfo  fubjtft  to  the 
ruft,  and  to  a  di(eafe  called  the  ftair^  which 
reddens  a  part  of  thfe.ear,  and  deflroys  the 
grain.  The  obfervations  of^  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  neither  profound  nor  perfcvcring  in 
their  refearches,  have  not  afcertained  the 
caufe  of  this  laft  difeafe  of  the  corn,  nor  eveti 
its  nature.  They  think,  however,  that  the 
damp  arifm^from  fogs  is  oifc  of  the  principal 
caufes.  The  •corn  is  (bmetimes  fown  here 
mixed  with  plaftcr-of-Paris,  or  with  afhes, 
but  tb<y  do  not  cleanfe  it  before  Ibwing, 
which  is  apparently  one  caufe  of  the  various 
difeafes  to  which  it  is  fubje6t» 

'  Land 
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Land  is  fold  h^re  according  to  its  quality, 
from  fifteen  to  forty  dollars  an  acr«»  The 
laborious  part  <^  cultivation  is  generally  per^ 
formed  by  negro  flavea.  Th^  price  of  fiicb 
as  are  good  workmen  is  at  prefeht  from  three 
to  four  hundred  dollars  a  negro:  they  may 
be  hired  of  thofc  matter^  who  do  not  cm^ 
ploy  theiu,  but  let  them  out  at  fixty  dollars  a 
year.  .  Labourers  are  alio  to  be  procured 
among  the  white  men/  whofe  wages  are 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  a  year.  Thefe  latter  are  always  better 
fed  than  the  negroes.  The  farmers,  moil  of 
whom  have  their  pwn  negroes,  or  hire  them 
of  fkive  owners,  feldom  employ  white  men, 
except  in  the  time  of  barTeiH:^  when  they  pay 
them  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  and  find 
them  in  provifions*  The  landlord  of  the  inn 
where  w«  flopped,  who  is  a  farmer,  and  who 
hires  negroes,  not  having  a  fufiicient  nuoi- 
ber  of  bis  own,  prefers  them  to  white  men  ; 
he  affures  us  they,  will  work  as  well,  if  pro^ 
perly  looked  after;  and  that  the  whites  require 
as  much  attention  in  this  refped  as  the 
negroes.  He  obferved,  however,  that  thofe 
whites  who  coniented  to   work  with   the 

\-^  Nn  blacks 
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blaclcs  were  of  the  lowcft  kind.  He  has  a 
large  field  of  clover  before  his  hoafe,  everjr 
acre  of  which  produces  him  yearly  fixty 
hundred  weight  of  fodder  in  three  crops. 
He  has  not  held  this  farm  more  than  ono 
year :  it  coniifts  of  two  hundred  acres  ;  only 
fixty  of  which  are  good  land. 

As  there  is  no  market  at  Warwick,  meat 
is  'on]y  to  be  procured  of  the  farmers ;  who^ 
before  they  kill  their  oxen,  calves,  or  fheept 
endure  a  fale  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood. 
During  this  day's  journey  we  have  met  with 
good  dry  roads.  Thofe  which  we  travelled 
yeftcrday  were  rocky,  miry,  and  cut  to  pieces 
by  carriage-wheels.  The  weather  to  day  is 
very  fine ;  it  is  a  true  European  fpring  day ; 
comfortably  warm  and  pleafant.  The  leaves 
of  the  willow  trees  begin  to  expand  ^  the. 
turtle-doves  woo  their  mates  ;  and  the  birds 
warble  their  fongs.  Blackbirds  are  more 
common  in  thefe  parts  than  any  other  fpe- 
cies. 


CHESTER, 
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CHESTER-TOWNi  AND  THE  MANNER 
JN:  WHICH  JUSTICE  IS;  ADMINIS-; 
TPJRED  THERE.— OBSERVATIQNS  ON 
SLAVERY.  .  . 

•     .  .... 

Bet\yeen  Warwick  and  Qeorge-Town^ 
you.  .pafs.  the  fmall  creek  called  Head  of 
Sajfafras.  ,  At  the  head  of  this  creek  jare  fome 
mills,  which  are  turned  by.  its  water,  coU 
Iqded  in  a  large  poud ;  the  natural  declivity 
of  the;  creek  being  very,  inconfiderable.  This 
fmall  jcreek  has  feveral  branches,  which  we 

have  pafled,    and  which  unite  ^.togetheif  £ve 

'  .  -..-jf.. 

or  {i)^.houfes  at  the  bepd  .of  each. .  Neither 

'  '  '  ■         .       • 

thefe  :nox  two  or  three  othpr  creeks  which 
we  have  bef<.rc  croflTed,  flow  tbroughvallics, 
but  through  hollows ;  which;  do  not  alter  tlie 
appearance  of  the  ground,  or  interrupt  the 
perfeA  level  of  its  furface.  All  the  land  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  of  a  rich  and  fertile 
foil.  The  fields  are  (till  more^exteniiye  thai! 
thofe  which  we  faw  yeftcrday  ;  the  generality 
of. farms  are  larger,  and  the. appearance  of 
the  country  is  better :  but  we  conftantly 
meet    with    proofs. of   the    little   attention 

N  n  2  bcftowied' 
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beftowed  on  cultivation.  The  colour  of  t&cr 
£)i],  in  many  places^  indicates  that  it  contains^ 
iron ;  which  fettles  m  the  ponds,  and  on  the 
forface  of  the  earths  Among  the  mills  of 
the  Head  of  Sajafras  there  are  f<mie  iron- 
mills.. 

The  road  to  Chcfter  prefents  littte  variety  j 
it  is  a  continual  flat,  and  the  fields  are  {Irip-* 
ped  of  their  trees>  as  are  all  thofe  which  wcr 
laave  feen  fince  we  Ifcft  I^Uadelphia. 

Chefldr;  vfhirt  We  arrived  on  the  thirteenth 
of  March,  is  fituated  ifo  ^  valley,  much  larger 
than  any  wfe  have  yet  feen.  The  college^ 
which  is  a  large  building,  on  the  fummit  of 
a  hilJ,  commands  a  view  of  this  little  town^ 
This  building  is  in  a  deplorable  flate  of  decay, 
although  it  is  not  yet  fiuiflied.  There  is  no 
glafs  in  any  of  the  windows  j  the  walls  have 
fallen  down;  in  rtiany  places,  and  the  doors 
are  without  fleps:  yet  this  is  the  fecond 
college  of  the  flate,,  in  which  there  are  only 
two*  This  eftablifhment  is  endowed  with 
three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
krs  a  year.  It  maintains  a  preiident  and 
three  mafters  ;  the  number  of  fcholars,  how- 
ever, is.  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty,  though 

for 
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for  iQxteen  dollars  all  the  branches  of  learn-n 
mg  which  are  taught  there  may  he  acquired, 
Boarders   pay  eighty  or  ninety  dollars  for 
their  board.     Twelve  or   fifteen  hundred 
dollars  have  already  been  expended  on  this 
buildings     It  is  coii{lru6ted  on  a  plan  largo 
enough    to    receive   five   hundred  fcholaii. 
Fuiacb  are  wanting  to  complete  it,:  and  like 
^glmoft  all  the  pubife  buildings  ini.Aineric* 
it  will   be  in.  cuius,  before    it  ii  finifliod. 
There  are  no  frce-fchools  in  thi^.ibitc>.li\il 
few  day^fchools,  and  fliU  iewe^  g^nunarn 
icfhooU,  where  pt<iple  m  <ify  ciix:umftancci 
<an  fend  their  <;hildreu«     A  pioiko^i^u  was 
made,  at  the  laft  meeting  of  tl^  legiflativo 
aflembly^  to  <eftala3i(k  ^  gitsnASOflir^^I^ .  m 
«ach  county^  at  the  public  ^xpence ;  but  this 
propofition,  which  has  mot  yet  been  dbteir-^ 
mined,  upon^  ¥^11  not  be  carried^i.becauiie  in 
the  firft  plaee  nobody  feeli,  or  «ppearg::to 
feelt  the  advantages  of  a  fuperiprlsdjiifiStiQn:} 
iecondly^  becauie  db^.ftxMllnumbsr  Of  tJlnofe 
who  are  fenfible  of  tbofe  advpntgg^**  do  lOOt 
fuppofe  that  much  good  will  rejfult  frond  ii 
iingle  fchoQl  in  each  county  j  and  feftly,  b$r? 
caule  the  proposed  left^blijlinxMbiit  do^s  p^i 

N  n  3  include 


550  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

include  iany  provifion  for  the  education  j^  the 
people^  at  kaft  not  for.  that  part  of  the  people 
who  are  '  unable  :  to  pajr  for  it ;  and  who^ 
doubtlefsy  are  entitled  to  (hare  with  the  other 
members  of  the  community  in  the  advantages 
of  an  education  purchafcd  with  the  public 
treafure.  • ':- 

Chefler  contains  about  one  hundred  and 

twenty  or  one  hundred  and   thirty  houfes, 

almoil:  all  built  in  one  ilreetj  a  few  of  them  are 

brick  houfes,  but  the  greater  part  are  of  wood: 

among  the  latter  are  feme  rather^  handibme, 

well  painted;  aqd  large.   IThc  principal  ^rttt 

«— aCnd,  as^  I;  telve  faid,  thfe*e:is  fcarccly  more 

than  one — is  built  on^  a  "gentld  declivity, 

flbping  towards  the  river.    About  the  middle 

of  this  ftreet,  bqilt  on  a  largefpace  of  ground, 

ftands  a  churchj  the  windows  and  the  walU 

of  which  ar^  not  in  a  much,  better  condition 

than  thofe   of, the   college;:    A  miniffer  iis 

maintained    by   fubfcription,    who  receives 

about  three   l^^Jndred  dtilarsi:as  he  is  alfo 

|>feridcnt   bf:  the  ^  cdllegei^  with  a  falary  of 

cfi^t   hundred 'dollai^Sj^'befidos   a  •  refidcpccj 

he  may  live  ^e^y -comfortably  c    the  cohtri- 

bulions  of  bis''|)fcrifllibner^V4^ul4  not  afford 

'•'-'*-''  '■  '•   ''^  him 
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him  a  fubfijftcnce.    Near  the  fame  fpot  ftands 
the  hall  of  juftice. 

Chefter,  as  the  chief  town-  of  the  county 
of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  juftice :  courts  are 
held  here  twice  a  year,  as  well  as  all  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  for  the  ftate  of  Ma- 
ryland J  they  arc  held  by  a  chief  judge,  or  a 
judge  of  the  diftrift,  who  prefides  fuccfeffivcly 
in  (imilar  courts  in  the  four  counties,  of 
which  the  diftridt  is  compofed ;  and  by  two 
affiftant  judges,  who  only  fit  ill  the  county- 
court.  Mr.  Samuel  Chew,  the  brother  of  my 
refpedtable  friend  Benjamin  Chew,  of  Phila- 
delphia, is  one  of  the  afliftant  judges.  I 
waitied  upon  him  at  his  houfe  ;  and  as  he  was 
then  in  court,  I  went  thither  to  him.  This 
building  is  by  no  means  to  be  admired,  either 
for  its  exterior,  Which  is  falling  to  decay, 
likfe  all  the  public  buildings  of  this  city,  or 
for  the  decorations  of  the  hall  of  juftice, 
which  is  not  in  a  better  ftate  of  repair  than 
the  outfide  of  the  building. 

But  hcre,-Sii  ivery-wherc  elfe,  the  infti- 
tutton  of  juries  infpires  one  with  reverence : 
the  jurymen  he rq  appear  attentive,  and 
anxious  to  decide  with  equity.     Wherever 

N  n  4  this 
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this  benevolent  inftitution  is  eftabliihed^  we 
exult  to/ee  the  interefts,  the  honour^  the  lives 
of  men  committed  to  the  charge  of  their 
equals ;  whom  paillon  does  not  blind  ;  whotik 
the  partial  knowledge  of  obfolete  ftatutes  doe^ 
not  prejudice;  who,  haviqg  (imply  to  pro- 
nounce on  matters  of  fadl^  require  no  other 
guide  than  the  dictates  of  comrpon  fenfe^  of 
which  few  men,  efpecially  few  plain  meOy 
are  deftitute.     The  forms;  of  juftice  here  arc 
lefs  fatisfa6lory  than  in  EJligl^nd  j  where  the 
judge  himfelf  notes  dowi\  the  depofitions  of 
the  witneffes,  and  the  principal  arguments 
df  the  counfellers^  and  repeats  thetn  to  the 
jury  before  they  pronqunde  their  VerdiA,  cai^e* 
fully  difengaging  the  fimple  fadis  on  which 
they  have  to  decide  from  every  thing  irrele- 
vant.     The  judges  here  do  not  take  that 
trouble  ;  which  is  generally  more  neceflary 
here,  as  the  counfellors  are  garrulous,   ig- 
norant, and  full  of  chicandry.      Yet  ftill  the 
juries  feldom  pronounce  an  unjuft  verdjdl ; 
and,  as  one  proof  at  leaft^of  their  zeal  and 
attention  in  the  difcharge  pf  their  duty,  I 
muft  remark,   that  during  my  (hort  ftay  in 
this  city,  a  jury  has  been  inclofed  twenty- 
four 
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four  hours  bcforjc  they  agreed  in  their  verdi6l 
on  a  caufe  the  iifue  of  which  did  not  involve 
more  than  fifty  dollars.  The  proceedings 
of  the  court  at  Chefter  appeared  to  me  to  be 
conduced  with  more  deeonjm  than  in  PJii- 
ladelphia,  ot  any  of  the  American  Itates 
which  I  have  vifited.  All  the  attendants 
are  uncovered :  filence  is  preferved  :  and  the 
only  indecorum  is  occa^Qfied  (by  the  dounfel- 
lorSp  who  wrangle^  interrupt;,  an4  often  abufe 
each  other ;  4nd  appear  here^  as  almoft  every- 
where, elfe,  calculated  rather  to  perplex  than 
elucidate  the  queflioos  which  they  argue. 

Houfe  robberies  are  very  frequent  in  Ma- 
ryland ;  five  or  fix   trials   for   this ,  offence 
occur  almoft  ^ytry  feffions;.     Murders  are 
very  rare.  .  The  judges  attribute  the  mul- 
tiplicity .of  robberies  to  the  free  negroes,  who 
are  numerous  in  the  ftpte  of  Maryland  :  I 
have   helrd  the  fame    accufation  preferred 
againft  them  in  all  the  ftates  where  flavery 
is  permittj^. .  Such  a  charge  is  cpnfequently 
a   ftrong  argument   with   the   flavc-holders 
againft  the  abolition  of  flavery ;  but  the  evil, 
if  it  exiftsy  as  I  am  led  to  believe  it  does,   is 
ftill  to  be  attributed  to  tjtie  ft^te  of  flavery,  in 

which 
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which  thefc  acwhr*6reed  men  have  been  pre- 
viouflj  kept,  and  firom  which  thej  have  been 
emancipated  without  any  preparadon  fiir  a 
fbue  of  frceck^m. 

It  ii  natural  to  fuppofi:,  diat  a  flaYC, 
haraiied  bj  cootinual  labour,  driven  bj  the 
.icourge  to  toil  in  the  open  fields  whether  he 
is  healthy  or  fick,  confiders  liberty  merely 
as  a  relcatc  from  labour.  Wbi^  he  was  a 
flave,  food  of  fbme  (brt  or  other  was  always 
provided  for  him,  without  the  leaft  care  oq 
his  part;  fince  be  was  aware  that  no  in* 
daftrjy  or  attention  of  his,  would  procure 
him  either  better  food  or  clothing.  Lalxmr 
therefore  brought  nothing  but  fatigue,  and 
he  became  of  courfe  indolent  and  careleis. 
The  firft  moments  of  his  liberty  arc  enjoyed 
in  a  ceflation  of  toil ;  for  the  lafli  no  longer 
refounds  in  his  ears  :  he  feels  the  wants  of 
nature  ;  no  education  has  been  beftowed  on 
him  but  that  of  (laverv,  which  teaches  him 
to  cheat,  to  ftcal,  to  lie;  and  he  fatisfies 
thofe  wants,  for  which  induftry  has  not  pro- 
vided, by  pilfering  the  corn  or  provitions  of 
his  neighbours,  and  becomes  the  receiver  of 
goods  ftolen  by  the  (laves.  - 

Though 
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Though  fuch  are  the  neceflary  confc* 
quences-  of  freedom'-,  tJbus  bejiowed  upon  a 
flave,  theyfliould  by  no  means  operate  unfa- 
vourably with  thofc  who  are  defirous  of  th6 
gradual  emancipation  bf  the  negroes ;  who 
conceive .  that  by  a  careful  and  liberal  pre- 
paration for  fuch  a  ■  benevolent  meafurc,* 
adapted   tp  the  number  of  negroes  in  the 

«  #        •  ■  » 

countryy-and  toany  other  circumftances,-  the 
greater  'part  of  the  evils  defcribed  may  be' 
avoided;  and  may  at  length  be  entirely  pre- 
vented,  if  hot  in  the  prefcnt,  at  Icaft  in  the 
future  gerieration.  But  how  can  We  hope 
for  fo  general  a  Ipirit  of  philanthropy  among 
men  who  look  only  to  their  prefent  intereft, 
of  wbich  they  imagine  it  deftruftive  ?   ' 

In  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  flaves  are  tried 
in  the  fame  courts  as  the  whites;  they -have 
alfo  the  privilege  of  trial' by  juries,'  The 
punifliraeihts  for  the  blacks  are  very-fevere  ; 
but  the  manners  of  the  people  are  mild,  at 
leaft  in  that  part  of  Maryland  where  I  am 
at  pfefeht,'and  prevail  over  the  rigour  of  the 
laws.  I  was?  wittiefs  to  afa^  which  proves 
the  huttianity  of  the  judges,  and  their  defirc 
to  render  eqilal  jufticfe  to  the  accufcd,  whether 

whites 
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whites  or  (laves.  A  female  negro  is  now  in 
priioD  accufed  of  having  poifbned  a  child,  and 
of  having  attempted  to  poifon  her  naiftreiiu 
Her  miflrefs^  who  is  her  accufer,  being  a 
woman  of  coniidcrable  coniequeoce  in  the 
country,  and  allied  to  a  family  of  great  in« 
fluence  in  the  coiuty,  the  judges  jealoufr  d 
the  cffc&s  of  that  influence  on  the  jury,  have 
availed  themfelves  €^  the  power  they  po(^ 
iefs  of  referring  the  trial  to  the  general  coort 
of  the  diftri^,  which  is  held  fixty  miles  freai 
Chciler,  that  the  accufed  may  enjoy  every 
poiCble  chaace  of  a  f^ir  and  impartial  triaL 

No  meafiires  have  yet  been  adopted  in 
Maryland  for  the  gradual  freedom  of  the 
{laves :  fbme  well-meaning  men  hope  to  lead 
the  attention  of  the  legiflature  in  a  fhort  time 
to  the  fubjedi,  but  the  opinion  of  the  countrj 
feems  by  no  means  favorable  to  it. 

The  laws  x)f  Maryland  empowei-  the  judges 
to  alter  the  fentence  of  death  into  a  milder 
punifhmcntj  which  is  that  of  fending  the 
con  via.  to  labour  for  a  longer  or  a  fhorter 
time  in  the  public  works  at  Baltimore.  I 
am  not  of  their  opinion  who  admire  this 
provifion  of  the  law ;   which,  on  the  con* 

trary. 
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trary,  appears  to  rac  extremely  reprehen- 
iible^  as  it  may,  mhd  often  muft,  render  the 
judges  partial  in  the  eyes  of  the  public: 
whereas,  in  every  well-regulated  ftate,  the 
judge  ihould  merely  be  the  paffive  organ  of 
the  law*  In  the  (bi^te  of  Maryland  how 
eatily  may  each  judge,  in  adminiflering 
juftice  in  his  own  county,  be  iwayed  1:^  his 
natural  di!f^x>(ition,  by  an  acquaintance  with 
the  families  of  the  criminals,  or  l^  a  mo«» 
mentary  impulfe  oi  pa^on  I  at  kaft,  how 
liable  is  he  to  be  ri>fpe6led  of  fiich  partialis 
ties  !  The  judge  of  the  diftrift  receives  eight 
hundred  dollars  a  year;  the  afliftant  judges 
only  three  dollars  a  day  during  the  feilions. 
The  juries  and  the  witneflcs  receive  one  dol- 
lar and  a  third  a  day. 

Near  the  juftke-hall  ftands  the  prifon.  It 
is  a  fmall  new  building,  which  has  not  yet 
even  a  ftaircafe.  There  is  a  yard  in  which 
it  was  intended  the  prifoners  fliould  walk  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air,  but  the  walls  of  it  are 
£o  low,  that  the  prifoners  are  prohibited  from 
walking  there,  as  they  might  eafily  efcape. 
Debtors  are  confined  in  a  feparate  apartment 
of  the  feme  prifon.     The  other  prifoners  arc 

kept 
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kept  together^  and  in  irons :  there  were  but 
four   there   when  I  fkw'.the  priibn^  one  of 
which  was  a  negro,  who,  in  attempting  to 
efcape  from  the  window,  fra^lured^  his  leg^ 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render  am  potation 
neceffary.      We   entered  .  this   prifpn,   and 
vifited   the   whole, interior  of  the   building, 
without  the   gaoler,   who  was  abfent,   and 
who  had  left  the  keys  in  the  doors,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  .  that    we,  pr  any  other  perfbns 
who  had  come  to  the  prifon,  might  have  re- 
leafed  all  the  prifbners.     This  carel^flhels, 
this  negligence,  is,  generaUy  ipeaking,  cha- 
rafteriftic    of    the .  country.      The    ^olcr 
receives  eighteen  pence  ^  day  for  the  main- 
tenance of  each  prifoner  ;  the  whole  of  which 
pittance  ought  certainly  to  be  applied  to  that 
object ;  but  it  is  to  be  iqfpedled,  and  indeed 
we  were  aflured,   that  this  is  not  very  fcru- 
puloufly  done. 

At  Chefter,  as  almofl  every-where  elfe  in 
America,  the  burial-place  is  in  the  middle 
of  the  town  ;  here,  however,  to  the  danger 
of  contagion,  always  great  in  warm  climates, 
is  added  indecency  ;  for  the  burial-ground  is 
in  the  high  ftreet,  near  the  prifon  ;  it  is  with- 
out 
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out  walls,  or  any  other  inclofure  to  conceal 
it ;  and  is  not  diflinguiihed  by  any  marks, 
which  might  infpire  the  jrefpecl  due  to  every 
place  fet  apart  for  the .  burial  of  the  dead. 
The  fadnefs  which  this  indifference  ha?  oc- 
cafioned  me,  will  perhaps  be  afcribed  to  pre« 
judice;  but  where  is  the  fbn,  or  the  huAiand, 
who  could  behold  without  fhudderins  the 
grave  of  the  father,  or  the  wife  that  he 
loved,  trampled  on  by  beafts?  Reverence 
for  the  aihes  of  the  dead  appears  to:  tne  as 
natural  as  refpe£t  for  the  aged ;  which  per- 
haps fbme  may  alfo  denominate  a  prejudice ; 
but  it  is  a  prejudice  of  which  few,  1  think, 
would  have  fuflScient  energy  to  diveft  thcm- 
felves,  though  they  may  ftile  that  corruption 
of  the  underftanding,  and  of  morals,  energy^ 
which  throws  off  all  rellraint,  which  fpurns 
the  lentiments  of  nature,  and  renounces 
every  ancient  feeling  and  opinion  merely  on 
account  of  their  antiquity. 

A  poor-houfe  for  the  county  is  eftabliflied 
at  Chefter.  I  have  already  repeated,  tha:t 
my  opinion  is  unfavourable  to  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  this  ib rt  of  houfes.  This,  however, 
is  kept  in  as  good  order  as  any  private  houfe. 

The 
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The  poor  are  well  fed^  and  have  tbe  ap* 
pearance  of  being  rerj  healthy.    The  baiU* 
ing  of  the  boufe  coft  about  five  tbot^od 
fix  hundred  dollars.     The  annual  expcnce 
for  eighty^two  pauper^  old  and  young,  is 
four  thoufand  dollars,  which  is  about  forty- 
fix  dollars  and  a  third  per  head.     The  over* 
ieers  of  the  poor  in  each   hundred  of  the 
county  have  the  power   of  admitting  into 
the  poor*hou(c  fuch  perfbns  as  they  deem  pro* 
per  obje6b.     Hie  children  are  put  out  ap« 
prentices  when  they  are  of  a  proper  age ;  and 
as  they  are  bound  to  remain  with  their 
maflers  till  the  age  of  twenty-one^  no  money 
is   advanced  by  the  houfe  to   the  mafters. 
Hitherto  the   negroes   have   been  excluded 
from  the  poor-houfc :   which  is  certainly  a 
juft  cxclufion,  as  far  as  it  refpcds  flaves,  as 
their  mafters  ought  to  take  care  of  them ; 
but  which  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  free 
negroes,  negrcflcs,   and   their   children.     It 
was  faid  by  the  governors  of  the  poor,  that  if 
they  admitted  the  claims   of   thefe  people, 
their  houfe  would  be  filled  b)-  them,  as  their 
improvidence  is  greater  thai>  the  whites.     It 
is  difficult  to  admit  this  reafoning  of  oecoQomy 

as 
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as  aii  excufe  for  fo  ifthuman  a  rcFufaK     Pre* 
judice  ^giinft  tbe  negroes,  ttnid  particularity 
againft  the  frcte  negroes,  is  the  true  catrfe- 
of  this  unjuft  decifion ;    whicAi  reduces' the 
oidy  infirm  negroes,  and  their  (Children,  to- 
fubfiil  upon  private  •  charity,  and  in  failure 
of  that  precarious  fource,  frequently  expofes- 
them  to  the  utmoft-  want  afnd  tbWeft  ftate  of* 
wretchednefs.     Ttee  poors'- rates  in  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  are  levied  upon^each  county.' 
Every  county   ha$  ho*   a  pooir^lioiffe.      In 
fcveVal  43iey  adminifter  relief  to  the  poor  at 
their  own  houfes,  but  every- where  the  fame 
regulations  are  adopted  relative  to  the  diftri- 
butions  of  the  public  money. 

Chefter  is  built  on  a  river  of  the  lame 
name,  which  rifes  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 
This  river  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
wide,  and  is  navigable  in  boats  ten  miles 
above  the  town ;  after  which  it  becomes  a 
fmali  creek,  the  ftream  of  which  is  barely 
fufficient  to  turn  a  mill.  Chefter  is  thirteen 
miles  in  a  diredt  line  from  the  Cheftpeak; 
but  the  land  is  fo  -flat,  that  the  river  before 
it  reaches  its  mouth  runs  a  zig-zag  courfe  of 
thirty-five  miles.     It  is  navigable  to  Chefter 

Vol.  III.  O  o  for 
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for  (hips  qf  from  eighty  Co  ninety  tons*  One 
veffel  of  this  burthen  belong  to  this  port, 
and  is  employed  ih  the  commerce  of  the 
Weft- Indies ;  I  faw  alio  fome  {mailer  fliips, 
and  ibme  boats  without  decks^  which  are 
employed  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay,  and 
particularly  in  voyages  to  Baltimore*  All  the 
towns  that  are  fituated  on  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Chefapeak  employ  fimilar  veifek, 
the  numbers  of  which  have  been  greatly  in* 
creafed  within  thefe  few  years,  as  the  corn 
which  was  formerly  carried  away  by  the  Phi- 
ladelphian  merchants,  or  by  the  Brandy  wine 
millers,  is  at  prefent  fent  to  Baltimore, 
where  lately  feveral  good  mills  have  been 
built :  grain  is  like  wife  fent  to  Elk-Town. 

Corn  is  raifed  iti  large  quantities  in  this 
part  of  Maryland  :  it  is  eftecmed  the  beft  and 
heavieft  of  any  which  is  grown  in  the  United 
States,  but,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  it  is 
fubje6l  to  the  attacks  of  the  Heffian  fly,  which 
often  deftroys  half  the  harveft.  It  feems 
to  be  univerfally  admitted  here,  as  well  as  in 
Warwick,  that  fuch  corn  as  is  fown  in  foils 
either  naturally  rich,  or  made  fo  by  dunging, 
is  exempted  from  this  difeafe,  as  the  blade 
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(hoots  faft  and  becomes  very  foon  fVrong,  and 
impenetrable  to  the  attacks  of  this  deftrudlive 
little  fly,  Befides  the  ruft  and  the  ftab,  the 
corn  is  like  wife  (bmetimes  injured  by  a  fpecies 
of  fly,  known  in  Virginia  by  the  name  of 
WidleSj  which  renders  it  neceflary  to  thrafli  it 
immediately  it  is  cut ;  but  this  difeafe  is  by 
no  means  fb  general  here  as  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Virginia,  though  it  is  not  long  fince 
they  have  fufFered  by  it  in  this  part  of  Mary- 
land, where,  however,  they  have  as  yet  neg- 
lected the  precaution  of  threfliing  the  corn 
as  foon  as  it  is  cut.  The  convi6tion  of  the 
advantage  of  enriching  the  land  has  not  in- 
duced the  farmers  to  beftow  more  dung 
upon  their  fields.  Such  land  as  is  cultivated 
in  the  ufual  way  produces  only  from  five  to 
fix  bufliels  of  corn  an  acre,  or  from  eight 
to  ten  bufhels  of  maize ;  whilft  fuch  as  is. 
well  dunged  produces  fix  or  (tvcn  times  more  : 
the  latter  is,  befides,  lefs  fubj'ed  to  injury  from' 
the  damps  than  the  former.  It  is,  however, 
to  the  human  Ipecies  that  the  conftant  damps 
of  this  boggy  and  flat  country  are  rngft  per- 
nicious ;  the  fogs  ind  vapours  of  the  months 
of  July  and  Auguft  are  particularly  no^iows. 

O  o  2  Bilious 
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Bilious  axMi  intenaittcut  frscrs  arc 
juical  ia  AjtimxcL  aad  attack  xnorx  ihaa  aa 
eighth  x>f  the  Miutc  lahahjaauats. 
people  iiiik  under  tbe&  dilorders,,  the 
efieds  of  which  xnufi  be  dt&ructivf,  as  it 
is  rare  to  iiad  an  iuh^itant  ^i^bo  bu  aife- 
taiued  the  age  of  £xty-fivc-  Tbc  negroes 
are  kfs  a0e&ed  br  tbcie  diibrdcrs  tbaa  the 
whites^  ajid  ia  general  live  luDger.  Tlie 
preservation  of  their  health  is  attributed  tj/i^ 
tlieir  confbintl^'  lleeping  in  the  kitcfaeos^ 
^here  they  are  preier\'ed  from  the  ciamps^ 
which  pem^ate  into  all  the  liouics,  cvca 
during  the  moft  unpleaiaat  heat. 

Chefter  has  a  market  regularly  twice  a 
week,  which  is  wellfupplied  with  proviiioxis. 
Beef,  mutton,  and  veal,  colts  from  fix  to  eight 
pence  per  pound.  The  rent  of  the  bcft  houles 
in  Chefter  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  living. in  general  is  cheaper  there 
by  one  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

There  are  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  ftorcs 
at  Chester,  one  of  which  is  kept  by  Mr. 
John  Chew,  another .  brother  of  my  friend 
at  I-^iladelphia.  The  gOQd$  arc  in  general 
brought  from  Philfidelpbia,  where  they  arc 
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obtained  cheaper  than  at  Baltimore,  not- 
withftandirig  th^expencesoT  carnage,  which 
amounts  to  nearly  one  per  cent.  They  are 
fold  at  twenty  or  twenty. five  jier  cent  above 
the  price  of  .the  (hops  in  Philadelphia* 
When  it  is  known  that  the  greateft  part  bf 
the  ftorekeepers  at  Gheftcr  frequently '  buy 
their  goods  at  a  half,  and  always  a  quarter, 
below  the  market  price^  it  muft  be  fuppofed 
that  though  they  truhfaft  little  bufintfs  they 
make  great  profit?.  ' 
'  Free  negroes  for  agricultural  labour  are 
eafily  procured  '  at  eighty  dollars  a  year ; 
flaves  may  be  hired  at  fifty  dollars.  Some 
j)lanters  prefer  whitfe  labourers  and  free  ne- 
groes to  flaves,  ds  lefs  troublefonie  and  more 
profitable.  A  cow  is  fold  herje  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  dollars  ;  an  ox,  for  forty;  and  a  horfe 
for  labour,  for  one  hundred.  Carriage  horfes 
often  coft  fix  hundred  dollar^  the  pair.  The 
county  of  Kent,  of  which  Chefter  is  the  chief 
place,  contains  thirteen  thoufand  inhabitants, 
of  which  five  thdufand  fix  hundred  are  flaves  ; 
it  furniihcs  but  few  cattle  for  the  markets  of 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  as  alrt^oft  all' its 
produce  is  confumed  within  itfelfi 

Oo3  COLONEL 
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COLONEL  THYLMAN. 

Having  croffed  the  river,  wc  entered  Queen 
AnnVCounty,  which  affords  no  more  variety 
in  the  nature  of  its  foil  or  its  cultivation 
than  thofe  I  have  pafTed.  I  was  informed 
that  I  was  in  the  worft  part  of  the  county, 
and  that  the  more  diilant  parts  are  fertile 
and  produce  great  quantities  of  corn,  which 
I  am  induced  to  believe,  as  every  body  agreed 
in  the  report ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  county  exports  a  large  quantity  of  corn, 
and  fends  a  great  many  cattle  to  Baltimore 
market :  but  all  the  land  which  lies  near  the 
road  twenty-two  miles  on  this  fide  Colonel 
Thylman's  is  poor  and  barren,  which  is  at- 
tributed to  its  having  been  drained  by  the 
long  growth  of  tobaqco  here  previous  to  the 
almoft  total  relinquifhing  the  cultivation  of 
that  plant  in  this  part  of  Maryland.  Thefe 
forts  of  foil  produce  from  four  to  fix  bufliels 
of  corn  an  acre,  when  they  are  not  iafefted 
with  either  the  Heflian  fly,  with  fmut,  by  the 
flab,  nor  by  the  widle.  The  houfes  by  the 
fide  of  the  roads  are  of  the  moll  miserable 

kind. 
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kind,  and   the   inhabitants  appear   by  their 
exterior  as  poor  as  their  lands,     Thefe  habi-" 
tations  confift  of  b^d  log-houfes,  as  Imall  as 
thofe  which  are  met  within  the  midftofthp 
moft  diftant  woods. 

The  little  village  of  Church^bill^  containing 
a  dozen  old  houfes,  and  two  old  little 
churches,  the  one  epifcopal,  and  the  other 
methodiftical,  is  the  only  one  to  be  met  with 
on  this  fide  Centerville^  the  chief  town  of  the 
county  :  this  place  is  fituated  upon  a  fmall  ' 
elevation  above  Corfica-crcek.  The  county 
built  the  feffions-houfe  and  the  prifon  ;  there 
are  fome  other  habitations  here,  confiftinff 
principally  of  taverns  and  warehoufes,  mak? 
ing  in  the  whole  about  twenty  houfes  tolerably 
well  built  of  brick,  but  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  each  other,  without  having 
any  cultivated  fields  near  them :  there  is  a 
mill  of  confiderable  fize,  built  upon  the  creek. 
A  little  further  in  the  country  there  is  s^n 
epifcopal  church,  which  the  inhabitants  i(i 
the  neighbourhood  who  are  in  eafy  circum- 
fiances  attend  '  regularly  :  I  have  {een  many 
horfes  and  carriages  attending  at  the  door, 
^s  to  Church-hill,  the  fmall  village  which  I 

Q  p  ^  ^aflfed, 
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p^fledy  the  epifcc^l  church  there  is  but 
thinly  atteaded,  almcft  all  the  inhabitants 
frequent  that  of  the  methodifts^ 

From  Centerville  to  Colouel  Thjlman's 
the  (oil  feems  to  be  a  little  better  ^  there  arc 
focne  farms  which  appear  to  be  for  the  moic 
part  the  habitations  of  planters ;  but  thoie 
poor  little  boufes  are  much  more  numerous. 
The  whole  country  is  covered  with  cattle  of 
a  very,  poor  condition,  which  are  always, 
during  winter  and  fummcr,  left  in  the  fields 
and  in  the  woods  :  they  ar^  of  a  very  fiDall 
fpecies.  Hogs  are  more  abundant  in  Queea 
An|i*s*County  than  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
9ii\d  (nore  fcattered  about  in  the  roads  and 
in  the  fields.  Sheep  are  alfo  confiderably 
plentiful  in  thii  part  of  Maryland,  but  they 
are  fmall  and  long-legged  ;  in  general  they 
produce  only  two  pounds  of  wool,  which  lells 
at  ivfofcbellings  a  pound. 

The  houfc  of  Colonel  Thylman  is  upon 
^he  river  Chcftcr  ;  it  is  in  a  very  flat  fituation, 
from  whence  a  great  mafs  of  water  is  feen, 
which  is,  however,  only  the  b^y  of  the  river 
phcfter  parted  by  the  ifles  of  Eailprn,  Neck, 
and  Kent-ifland. 

^olonej 
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Colonel  Thylman  has  a  property  of  three 
thoufahd  acres  of  knd  cowtiguQus,  of  which 
he  ufes  .about  one  thoufand  for  growing  com 
and  maize,  and  for  meadow  ground.      He 
appears  to  know  all  the  faults  of  the  agri- 
culture of  his  country,  and  to  be  convinced  of 
the  advantage  rcfulting  from  a  change ;  but 
he  fees  fb  many  difficulties  attending  it,  that 
the  amendments  he  makes  are  only  partial 
and  few,  though  well  informed,  by  the  read- 
ing of  good  EngUfti  books,   of  all   that   is 
neceflary  to  be  done  in  order  to  eftablifh  a 
good  and  rich  tillage.    Cuftom  almoft  every- 
where   prevails  over  light  and  knowledge'^ 
people  will  not,  they  dare  not,  aft  contrary  to 
others :   and  in  the  bufineli  of  agriculttfrc, 
where^this  cutjtom  has  a  greater  empire  per- 
haps than  any-whcre  elfe,  the  great  expenccs 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  iiitrodu6lion  of  a 
great  change  for  the  better,  aid  this  general 
difpofition  to  follow  the  commoa  routine. 

* 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  UPON  THE 
POPUi^ATION  OF  LOWER  MARY- 
LAND. 

•  •        .      •  •  •  ,  .  . 

'Tphe  population  of  whittf  people  in   the 

caft 


caft  part  of  Mvyknd  fenrniifces  inflcai  of' 
aiigmeatiiig,  la  a  conntrT  aboooc&ag'  is 
flaves,  the  whkes  ck>  not  applj  mack  to  lat^ 
boar*  Their  ambirifln  coaiifts  ia  bnjin^ 
jKg^Dcs ;  tbej  boy  tbexn  with  the  hitt  fiznt  of 
money  ther  get,  and  wben  tixj  iunrc  two  of 
t!iem  tikCT  ka^e  of  working  thrmfirFics  i 
this  irnall  anmbcr  is  cot  ^xSotzA  to  keep 
tbeir  laods  ia  good  order  accordxc^  to  the 
tillage  Of  the  couotrr,  bad  as  i^  nay  be. 
The  (mail  tirmers  ammg  the  whites  dms 
leading  ott  laboor  aogment  their  expexsces^ 
aad  their  a£urs  are  fixjn  in  a  bad  cocrdt- 
tioo»  Theie,  and  thofe  who  had  nerer  been 
able  to  porchaie  negroes^  find  themfajres  in 
an  inferior  firciatioo  to  their  nei^Kbccirs  ^ho 
hare  many  ikves :  dupLealcd  wiib  dieir  ila- 
tioQ.  iher  toon  think  cf  ei'^^Iiibir^x  them- 
ielvei  ia  a  ccuarrv  whcr^  liod  is  chearer^  and 
where  they  ihiU  not  be  to  mjch  I'^rraiid  bv 
prcprietocs  la  difprcpcrticQably  riiiKr  '^^^ 
themfelve:f.  So  that  all  the!*  trzifl  f 
the  fopportinx  ot  which  bectxri*^  everr  j 


cha/gskble:,  eeragie  th^  -^^ccc  frr  niax- 
i:^  the  leiscrs  icr  ciicSc^ire  is  c:jcre  ij^rc^e, 
aod  band-iaboar  ai  2.  higgler  pck:^  ^^e  pet  ro 


KOBTH  AMERICA,  CAKADA,  ftc.  574 

fale,  and  are  bought  by  rich  planters,  and  thofe 
who  have  fold  them  go  to  cftabli(h  themfelves 
in  Kentucky,  in  Teneflee,  and  in  the  countries 
of  the  weft.  By  this  the  province  docs  not 
gain  in  agricultural  improvements  what  it 
lofes  in  population ;  its  lands  are  not  better 
managed ;  their  produce  is  not  increafed  but 
often  diminiflied,  becaufe  the  purchafer  of 
them  looks  rather  at  a  good  foundation  for 
his  property,  that  is  to  fay,  a  fure  augmerw 
tation  of  property,  than  an  increafe  of  re^ 
venue. 

Here,  as  in  other  places,  when  the  utility 
of  negro  (laves  to  the  interefts  of  the  mafter 
is  clofely  examined,  compared  with  the  em*- 
ployment.  of  every  other  kind  of  laboui-,  it 
will  be  found  that  in  reality  it  has  none. 
The  old  men  and  women,  children,  and 
pregnant  females,  muft  be  fed  and  clothed, 
and  taken  care  of  in  fickncls^.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  lee  the  proprietor 
of  eighty  flaves  unable  to  bring  thirty  to 
work  in  the  field  at  the  fame  time.  Ten 
workmen,  hired  by  the  year,  will  perform  at 
leaft  as  much  labour  as  thefe  thirty  (lave), 
and  the  mafteir  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  pay 
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cbcm.  There  are  alreadj  a  great  manr 
mafters  aware  of  this  calcabtioD,  and  maoy 
perceive  the  iuconveoieDce  of  flavcs^  whob  as 
I  have  iaidy  caaie  all  the  white  laboorers  to 
qait  the  country  who  would  apply  them- 
iehres  to  work  if  there  were  no  (laves.  Alaf- 
ters  are  embarrafled  with  their  negroes,  the 
populaticm  of  whom  would  otfaerwife  aog- 
meot  in  the  ibuthem  itates  in  the  fame  pro* 
IKMtion  as  that,  of  the  whites  in  other  parts 
of  America ;  but  while  they  all  perceive  the 
inconveniency  of  flaverr,  they  are  the  firft 
•to  oppofe  the  meafore  of  the  le^ilature's 
making  a  law  fyv  the  gradual  abolition  of 
ilavery. 

Theproprictors  of  negroes  complain  already 
that  iince  their  population  has  increafed,  they 
are  leis  iubmiflivc  and  more  turbulent  than 
they  were  before.  Thefc  li-mptoms  ought 
to  teach  them  the  ncceflitv  of  doing;  fome- 
thing  fpeedily  towards  putting  au  end  to 
this  ftate  of  flaverv,  which  will  be  fooner 
pf  later  verv  dangerous  to  the  mafters  ;  but 
they  fall  afleep  over  this  as  they  do  over 
other  dangers;  and  in  this  cafe,  as  in  all 
others,  it  is  acknowledged  that  forciight  is 
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null  and  void  among:  the  people  of  Ape^ 

The  fields  aj'e  iii  all  this  pajt  of  Maryland 
often  of.  the  eoctcnt  of  from  fixty  to  eighty 
acres.  iThofe  who  underhand  good  tillqg^ 
know  ho\y  much '  this  great  fize  of  ficlids 
muft.  be:  detrimental  to  it,  in  a .  country 
where  neither  the  horfes,  the  beafts,  nor  the 
fwine,  are.  kept  in  the  yards,  and  where 
confcqueutly  ^dung  cannot  be   procured  for 

fields  oi,  four  acres,  much  lefs  for  fields  of 

i.      -  ■  •  ■     ~ 

fuch  great  extent,. which  even  with  pleuty 
of  dung.  .p;^n,  ijever  be  regularly  and  well 
dunged.::.  So  that  the  harveils^  even  in  the 
better  foil,  are  poor.  They  are  here  with 
refpe^ft  to  dung  as  they,  are  with  flavcsj 
they  perceive  the  advantage  of  ufing  it  in  the 
iame  manner  as  they  perceive  the  incon*  , 
veniepcy  of  keeping  negroes,,  but  the  con- 
vidion  of  what  is  bed  has  no  more  cffcCt  iii 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

Some  farnafcrs  juftify.the  largenefs  of  their 
fields  by  the  dearnefs  of  materials  for  fencing 
them-  It  is  true  that  five.. panes  or  fquares 
pf  this  fencing  will. take  rather  more  than  a. 

cord 
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tord  of  wood,  and- diat  five  fquares  Unlf 
fence  .no  more  than  about  fixtjr  feet9  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  rehewed  every  three 
jears.    When  it  is  confidcred  that  a  cord  of 
oak  cofts  at  Chcfter  four  dollars  and  a  haH^ 
and  alio  that  every  farmer  who  makes  only 
three  hundred  (quares  of  fencing,  which  is  bat 
little,  fincc  it  is  only  an  extent  of  (even 
hundred  and  twenty-two  fathoms,  or  4332 
leet  neiairlyt  and  that  he  could  (ell  this  wood 
£>  employed  for  iixty  dollars,  it  will  then 
not  be  furprizing  to  fee  ib  many  fences  in  a 
bad  condition,  nor  that  fb  many  finall  hrm^ 
era  are  difpleafe'd  with  their  pofieflions  on 
account  of  this  expence  alone*    This  calcu- 
ktion  is  made  every- where :  all  the  world 
knows  the  advantage  of  hedges  as  fences, 
every  body  fees  Ibme  of  them  in  the  country  ; 
the  thorn  is  in  every  wood,  and  there  are 
living  fences  without  being  regularly  planted. 
Befides,  wood  fcnfibly  diminiflies  in  this  part 
of  America  as  in  every  other.     It  is  cut  down 
every-whcre,   and    made   ule    of   by   every 
body;   it  is  every-where  wafted^   and   no- 
where replanted;  even  the  trees  that  have 

been 
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been  cut  are  not  permitted  to  bud  and  grow 
again,  becaufe  the  cattle  are  fufFered  to  run 
over  and  dcftroy  them. 

Queen  Ann's-County  contains  about  fifteen 
thouiand  inhabitants^  of  whom  feven  thoufand 
are  flaves :  the  number  of  free  negroes  is 
very  confide rable. 

The  county  of  Talbot,  to  the  fouth  of  that 
of  Queen  Ann,  is  fertile,  and  produces  plenty 
of 'corn  and  cattle :  they  are  conveyed  into 
Chefapeak-bay  by  the  river  Chefapcak. 
The  manner  of  tillage  is  the  fame. 

The  counties  of  Dorchefter,  Somerfet,  and 
of  Winchefter,  afford  al(b  fome  corn,  but 
the  greateft'  part  of  them  is  covered  tvith 
wood,  particularly  with  cedars  and  pines,  the 
carriage  of  which  is  effected  by  the  rivers 
Crantikoke,  Wicomeko,  and  Pokomeko,  and 
is,  in  every  refped,  like  to  that  of  the  woods 
of  the  county  of  Sufiex,  of  which  I  have 
fpoken  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,        ' 

Caroline-County,  fituated  between  that  of 
Talbot  and  th^  ftate  of  Delaware,  is  the 
moft  fterile  of  the  eight  counties  of  this  part 
of  Maryland. 

A  plan  of  a  canal  ts  in  agitation,  which  is 

propofed 
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have  continued  to  preferve  during  the  Whol* 
time  I  have  been  in  America i  The  people 
of  this  country  are  of  gentle  manners ;   it 

•  ft 

is  towards  the  interefts  of  their  farms  that 
their  cares  and  attentions  are  generally 
turned,  and  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  the 
foil  is  the  only  commerce  to  which  thej 
apply. 

In  political  opinions  they  are  fedcralifts^ 
but  without  any  other  prediledlion  For  Eng- 
land, than  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
great  attachment  which  they  have  here  for 
the  ancient  prefident,  who  in  the  laft  years 
of  his  adminiftration  traced  this  path  with 
credit.  The  people  amufe  themfclves  with 
the  writings  of  Fenno  and  Percupim ;  but 
they  fay  already  that  the  latter  is  a  black^ 
guard,  who  wiflies  to  deliver  America  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh*  There  is 
no  great  advancement  made  in  politics  any*- 
where.  The  young  men  are  much  taken 
up  with  fox-hunting  and  racing* 

ISLE  OF  KENT.--PASSAGE  OF  THE  CHE- 

SAPEAK. 

After  palling  a  day  agreeably  at  the  Koule 
Vot.IIL  Pp  of 
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feat  of  the  government,  but  Baltimore  has 
drawn  all  the  commerce  from  it.  The  capi- 
taliilsj  or  thofe  who  would  become  fuch, 
have  quitted  it  to  go  and  reiide  at  Baftimore  ; 
and  the  inhabitants  are  in  general  families  in 
cafy  circumftances,  who  have  property  in  the 
neighbourhood,  officers  of  the  government, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  law,  attra6ted  by  the 
vicinity  of  the  courts  of  juftice.  The  popu- 
lation of  this  town  diminiflies  every  year ; 
the  houles  are  for  the  moft  part  built  of 
brick,  and  are  fpacious,  many  of  them  are 
very  large,  and  have  fine  gardens,  in  better 
order  than  any  I  have  yet  feen  in  America. 

The  ftate-houie  is  one  of  the  largefl: 
public  buildings  in  the  United  States,  and  its 
interior  the  moft  complete  and  finiftied,  at 
leafl  as  far  as  the  plan  is  at  prefent  executed. 
This  ftrufture,  which  has  already  coft  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  will 
probably  require  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thoufand  more  before  it  is  completed,  which 
it  will  foon  be,  as  the  legiflature  grants  every 
year  the  necefTary  fums  for  this  purpofc.  It 
contains  apartments  for  the  tribunals,  for  the 
aflemblies  of  the  executive  council,  and  rooms 

for 
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the  horfe  iand  we  fliould  have  loft  our  lives 
oa  this  occafion.  Happily  we  dame  off  with 
but.  little  hijury*,  and  after  a  paiTage  of  ail 
hour  and. a  quarter  over  twelve  miles,  the 
breadth  of  Chefapeak-bay  at  this  place^  I 
and  my  horfe  arrived  fafe  at  Annapolis  tlie 
3d  of  ApriL 

The  paiTage  for  a  man  and  his  hoffe  cofts 
two  dollars,  when  there  are  no  other  paf^ 
fengers ;  when  there  arc  many,  the  price  of 
the  pafiage  is  only  a  dpllar  and  a  half^  Thi$ 
little  voyage  is  commonly  performed  in  two 
hours :  we  went  in  lefs  time  becaufe  the 
weather  was  admirable* 

ANNAPOLIS* 

The  profpedl  of  Annapolis  is  extremely 
agreeable  upon  arriving  there  from  the  bay* 
This  city  is  built  upon  the  fide  of  the  Severn, 
upon  a  little  hill,  which,  without  bemg  much 
elevated,  commands  a  little  of  the  flat  country 
which  furrounds  it.  Annapolis  was  formerly 
the  principal  city  of  Maryland,  and  there  was 
fome  commerce  carried  on  there.  Since  the 
revolution  it  retains  the  name  of  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  ftate,  and  continues  to  be  the 

P  p  2  feat 
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Annapolis  is,  however,  as  to  fociety/  ond 
of  the  moft  agreeable  cities  of  the  Uhitscd 
States  j  hofpitality,  and  an  oblfgHig  (kicerity, 
ire  ill  no  part  lb  general;  all  the  families  aro 
united,  aiid  a  ftranger,  always  well  reeeivcd 
among  them,  fobn  finds  himfelf  dt  his  eafe 
there/ "     *  ..'."■::'.       .',.:.:'■  jr 

I  had  a  letter  for  Mr.  Cooke",  drio  of  thd 
moft  celebrated  counfellbfs  in  the  ftate,   'Ho 
is  efteenbied'as  one  of'thofe  who  miko'thc 
grcatoft  tdlbhts  to  goodnefsj'  to  virtue; .  aiisi  *d 
kindnefs.  '  He  is  faid  to*  poffels' that 'delicacy 
in  his  profeilion,  which  has  always' appeared 
to  nle  to  bfc'  licceffai^  to  make  'thai  -  of  z 
counfellor  the   pfincipal,  and  the  ttioft  re* 
fpeflable,  of  alf  others.     He  never  undertakes 
a  doubtful  cafe;  and  his  fortune  permits  hirn 
to  do  his  duty  in  juft  caufes  without  efeolu- 
ment,  to  thote  clibnts  who  are  not  in  a  fitua-t 
tion  to  pay  him*     Can  there  be,  for  a  man  of 
talents  and  morality,  a  fituation  in  life  prefer-^ 
able  to  that  ?     Alveays  the  advocate  of  juf- 
tice,  labouring  without  ceafing  to   baW  it 
adminiftered,  in  the:manner  fuch  a  deaf  and 
virtuous  conlcicnce  fees  it  in  ;  what  fcn*ploy-r 
BifOt  of  life  can  be  compfarcd  to  this  ?     Hene 

'  I  point 
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I  point  at  the  fpeculators  in  landa,  in  the 
funds,  and  upon  the  ruin  of  others,  &c.  fee- 
call  me  a  fool  for  avowing  iu 

Mr.  Carrol,  one  of  the  richeft  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States^  has  alfo  a  houfe  at  An- 
napolis, and  many  others  in  the  ftate  :  he 
has  in  general  the  favourable  opinion  of  the 
people.  Mn  Cooke  introduced  me  to  Mr* 
Ogle,  to  the  houfe  of  Dr,  Murray^  and  to 
tnany  others.  All  that  I  have  fecn  of  the 
men  and  women  of  this  city  leads  me  to  think 
it  one  of  the  places  which  a  ftranger  woijld 
*be  moft  inclined  to.  choofe,  if  he  did  not  catch 
ih^  difeafe  of  the  couatry— the  thiril  for  fpe«- 

iculation. 

'       » -  ^  -  «  .  •  • 

Politics  are  here  what  thpy  are  in  that  pajrt 
of  Maryland  I  have  juft  quitted.  At  prefent 
the  people  here  are  held  in  admiration  by  the 
iucceffes  of  Buonaparte,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  arrived  at  this  period^  iu  a  city  which 
is  rather  difpofed  to  Englifli  opinions  than  to 
favourable  ones  of  my  country- .  . 

A  feparatc  peace  with  the  emperor,  k 
wifhed  fora,  which  would  fompel  -that  of 
England.  It  is  by  far  the  rdeareft  of  gay 
wiflies;  but  let  us  hope  and  fpcftk  of  ibme- 

P  p  4  thinor 
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thing  clfe.  The  inhabitants  of  Anhapoliat 
fay  that  the  fituation  is  healthful,  yet  they 
confcfs  that  they  are  fubjcft  to  fevers  in 
autumn*  The  country  has  not  the  appear* 
Unce  of  being  fo  unhealthy  as  that  of  tho 
other  fide  of  the  bay;  but  it  is  too  much 
Surrounded  by  water  and  creeks  of  a  flow  cur- 
Tent,  to  be  depended  upon  as  a  falutary  abode. 

The  county  of  Ann  Arundel,  of  which 
Annapolis  is  alfb  the  chief  place,  is  peopled 
with  about  thirteen  thoufand  freemen,  and 
eleven  thoufand  flaves.  Wheat,  maize,  oats, 
and  tobacco,  are  cultivated  here.  Iroii  is 
found,  and  three  or  four  forges  and  furnaces 
for  great  works  have  beep  eftabliihed  here 
during  fome  years, 

A  cord  of  oak  wood  cofts  at  Annapolis  four 
dollars  and  a  half,  that  of  hiccory  five  and  a 
half.  Virginia  coals  have  been  burnt  here 
about  two  years. 

The  market  here  is  very  badly  provifioned ; 
it  is  very  often  without  beef;  when  there  is 
any  it  fells  at  eight  pence  a  pound,  and  mut- 
ton and  veal  at  ten  pence.  Fifh,  and  efpecially 
perch,  rock6fh,  and  ihads,  abound  in  the 
proper  feafon  for  them« 

I  learnl 
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I  learnt  at  Annapolis  that  Mr.  Carroll:  in 
his  large  plantation  near  EUicot'^  miU  bfid 
attempted  to  cultivate  the  vine,  without  fuc-r 
cefs,  though  he  had  employed  vine«-dreilers 
whom  he  had  expreflly  fent  for  frona  Franccj,^ 
From  this  they  conclude  here  that  the  vine 
canaot  profper,  and  that  the  wine  cannot  be 
good.  This  proves  that  the  nature  of  the 
foil  and  of  the  climate  require  fome  particular 
care  and  attention,  of  which  good  oblcrvation,^ 
and  longer  experience,  may  lead  to  the  difco-! 
very  of  the  fecret ;  but  it  is  impoffible  to 
fuppofe  that  the  foil  of  Maryland  is  incapable 
of  producing  good  grapes.  ^ 

m 

THE  HISTORY,   CONSTITUTION,  AND 
LAWS  OF  MARYLAND, 

Annapolis  being  the  feat  ;of  government, 
it  appears  to  me  proper  to  place  here  what '| 
have  to  fay  of  the  hiftory  and  conilitu^ion  of 
Maryland. 

The  northern  ftates  of  America  owe  their 
eftablifhment  to  the  perfecutions  which  the 
J^re{byterians  fuffercd  in  England, 

Cecilius  Calverty  Baron  of  Bal(impre>'  a 

Catholic, 
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GatholiCy  received  at  his  requeft  ia  l033.  a 
charter  from  Charles  the  Firft^  who  gave  to 
him  and  to  his  heirs  the   property  of  the 
coantries  to  the  north  of  the  Potowmack. 
T%is  charter  granted  to   Cecilius  Calvert 
endowed  him  with  the  power  and  authority 
ef  making  laws  -both  civil  add  criminal^  of 
raifing  taxes^  and  granting  honours. 
"■'  The  enabling  clauie  of  the  charter  ffcated 
ah  intention  of  extending  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion :  Charles  the  Firft  therein  engages  for 
faimfelf  and  his  heirs^  never  to  lay  upon  the  «» 
habitants  of  tbeje  n&w  cohmes  any  interior  tax 
iy  an  exterior  legijlature. 

The  firft  colony,  compoied  of  about  two 
hundred  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  rank,  and 
the  fame  number  of  their  partizans  or 
domeftics,  all  Catholics,  landed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1^33  near  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Potowmack,  in  Chefapeak-bay.  They  gave 
to  their  eftablifhment  the  name  of  Maryland^ 
fome  fay  in  honour  of  the  virgin,  others  that 
it  was  in  honour  of  Queen  Mary,  wife  of 
Charles  the  Firft.  They  made  their  eftab* 
Hfhment  in  concert  with  the  Indians,  of 
whom  they  bought  lands,  and  with  whom 

they 
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they  livc^  in  gfeat  fcoWiality.  They  re* 
ceived  for  their  eftablifhment  more  fucoauts 
from  'th6ie^&vages  than  they  could  expe£l; 
they  .provided  them  with  garnet,  and  the 
Indiaa  women  taught' them  how.  to  ihake 
bread df  maize,  &c;.  :  :     ..i:  '     ' 

Lord  Baltimore  eftabliihed  his  colony  upon 
Jaws  of  entire  toleratroh  for  every  feft  of  the 
chriftiah  religion^  without  preference  for  an^f", 
and  alfo  upon  thofe  of  civil'  liberty.  This 
colony  received  fucccffivcly  many  heur  emi- 
grations from  Europe,  /and  a  confiderable 
number  of  puritans  whom  the  laws  of  Vii^ 
ginia  drove  from  their  infant  fettlementy  in 
confequence  of  which  it  increased  very  mocb«. 
An  alfcmbly  of  freemidn. formed. in  ifiSfi^  ia 
concert  with  Lord  Baltimore,  a  kind  of  con^ 
ftitution  for  the  formation  of  laws  ^hicii 
£Eoidd  not  be  enforced  till  after  theyi  hs^  re- 
ceived  the  fanclion '  of  two  boufes,^<and^the 
approbation  of  the  governor.      '■■•::v.^)      '  ^ 


' «.  J  - 


'  In  the  midft  of  the(e  trife  eiiablfiilKfflents  it 
is  painful  to  learn,  that  tflavery  tbolc  toot  in 
this  Golony  in  its  infancy,  for  an  a6t  'made 
by  -an  i  ailfembly  'oi  fftimgHi  in  giving  a  de- 
finition of  the  people^  f  iiftwutfccd  that  f*y 

confijled 
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eonftjied  of  all  the  iahaiiiafits,  the  Jlaves  «- 
cepted. 

This  colony  was  diftarbed  fucceffivcly  by 
troubles,  which  were  quickly  appeafed  by 
Lord  Baltimore,  of  whom  it  appears  tliat 
prudence  and  excellent  condu6l  in  all  fitua- 
tions  never  failed  him. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  the  Firft  affairs 
changed.  Cromwell  was  acknowledged  by 
this  province,  which  was  then  dependent 
upon  England.  Lord  Baltimore  was  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  Virginia,  The  Catholic 
icligioa  was  excluded  after  the  Engliih  re- 
ligion was  eftablifhed  by  law.  In  ihort,  after 
many  viciffitades,  and  after  the  reftoration 
of  Charles. the  Second,  Locd  Baltimore  was 
re-eftabliihed  in  the  property  of  the  ftate  of 
Maryland;  ivhere  his.  heirs' were  fixed  till 
the  l»ft  revolution,  in  which  a  part  of  their 
poOrefliQns,was  confifcated. 

The  conftitution.  of  1 638:  was  revifed  ini 
iC£0,  and  onderwcm  fome  changes,  was  fuf- 
pcndcd  during  the:  troubles,  but  after  thofe 
were  blown  over  it  was  rcftored  to  full  vigour, 
and  remained  fo  till  17?0»  when  the  prefent 
coailitution  W9^  caa4^.  '  . 
■   'V-  By 
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By  this  conftitution  the  general  aflembly 
is  compofed  of  a  houfe  of  delegates,  and  a 
fenate.  Each  county  choofes  four  members 
of  the  houfe  of  delegates :  there  are  feven- 
teen  counties,  and  the  cities  of  Annapolis 
and  Baltimore  nominate  two  each.  The. 
houfe  of  delegates  is  renewed  every  year. 
The  conditions  required  to  become  a  mem- 
ber are,  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  ftate,  a  refident  of  the  county 
df  one  year  ftanding,  and  to  be  poflefTed  of 
a  property  of"  the  value  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars.  The  eledlors  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  arc  required  to  be  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  to  be  freemen,  poffefling  a 
perfonal  property  of  eighty  dollars,  or  fifty 
acres  of  land.  There  are  fifteen  fenators 
who  are  chofen  for  five  years,  by  two  eledors 
for  each  county,  chofen  by  the  eledors  who 
choofe  the  rcprefentatives.  Seven  fenators 
out  of  the  fifteen  are  required  to  be  of  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  ftate,  and  eight  of  the 
weftern  part;  their  fundlions  all  ceale  to- 
gether. In  order  to  become  a  fenator  it  is 
recjuired  to  be  twenty-five  years  of  age,  to 

have 
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have  been  a  refident  of  the  ftate  during  the 
three  years  preceding,  and  lo  have  a  property 
of  two  thouland  Hx  hundred  aud  lixty-tvvo 
dollars. 

The  executive  power  confifts  of  a  governor 
and  five  counfcllorsj  they  are  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  the  two  houies  united.  The 
fame  conditions  required  to  become. a  fenator 
are  required  to  become  a  counfellor. 

The  governor  is  required  to  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age  at  Icaft,  to  be  poffelTed  of  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  thirteen  thoufaud  two 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  and  to  have 
been  a  refident  of  the  ftate  during  the  five 
preceding  years. 

The  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  appoints  to  all  places,  except  to  thoie 
of  (heriSs,  treafurers,  and  coroners.  He  has 
the  power  of  expelling  thofe  from  office  who 
are  in,  except  the  judges.  He  annuls  or 
mitigates'  fentenccs,  and  is  military  chief  by 
land  and  Tea  :  he  is  eleded  for  one  year  only^ 
and  can  only  be  re-eie61ed  for  three  years  in 
feven.  His  place  is  filled  in  cafe  of  abfence 
or  dtath,  by  the  counfellor  of  the  oldeil  fland- 

iug. 
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ing.  '  Every  perfbn  before  he  enters  into  any 
official  fundlions  is  required  to  take  an  oath 
that  he  is  of  the  Chriftian  religion.    . 

With  very  fe^  exceptions,  very  reafonabib 
and  of  fmall  extent,  all  property  in  Maryland 
is  fubje6t  to  taxation.  The  legiflature  has 
made  a  valuation  of  the  lands  in  each  county^ 
and  according  to  different  rates,  which  vary 
from  half  a  dollar  to  four  and  a  half.  /  Slaves 
are  valued  according  to  their  age  and  fex, 
from  as  low  as  forty  dollars  up  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  The  lots  in  [towns  arc-  valqed 
in  proportion  to  their  rent ;  a  hundred  dollars 
when  the  rent  is  eight :  the  houfes  at  a  bun- 
dred  dollars  for  every  fixteen  of  rent. 

Independently  of  thefe  general  '  taxes^ 
every  advocate  at  the  time  of  his  admiffion 
into  a  courc  pays  eight  dollars,  and  lb  for 
every  year  he  continues  his  profefSon.  The 
licences  for  keeping  taverns  pay  eight  dollars ; 
thofe  for  felling  fpirituous  liquors,  fixteen* 
Every  marriage  licence  pays  a  tax  of  a  dollar 
and  two  thirds. 

There  are  bcfides  thefe  a  great  many  other 
taxes,  upon  legal  proceedings,   upon  judg- 
ments, upon  decifions  of  thfc  court  of  chan- 
cery, 


SgSt  TftAVEtS  TBKOITGR 

cerjf  and  mpoa  tho&  of  the  judge  of  the  officd 
of  lands,  &c.  &c* 

When  the  ftate  ha$  an  occafion  for  taze^ 
the  legiflature  which  votes  them  a[^omts  in 
the  fame  bill  five  commifiioners  for  the  county. 
Thefe  commiilioncrs   affemble^    divide    the 
county  into  diflrids  for  taxation,  and  appoint 
an  aflellbr  for  each  of  thefe  diflrids.     It  is 
the  duty  of  thefe  afTeffors  to  make  ufe  of  all 
legal  means  to  know  the  taxable  property*  of 
every  individual.      Falie   returns   made  by 
proprietors  are  punifhed  by  an  augmentation 
of  the  tax,  to  the  double,  or  triple,  according; 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

The  bafes  for  the  valuation  of  lands,  and 
other  property  mentioned  above,  direft  the 
aflefTors  in  afcertaining  the  quota  of  the  tax 
to  be  paid  by  each  individual.  Their  labour 
is  fubmitted  to  the  five  commiflioners  of  the 
county,  who  afterwards  appoint  the  colleftors^ 
thefe  depofit  the  money  they  colledl  into 
the  treafury-chefl  of  one  of  the  two  parts 
of  the  flate,  according  to  the  lituation  of 
the  county  where  the  tax  is  raifcd,  for  the 
more  ready  execution  of  their  duty,  under  the 
infpedion  of  the  commiflioners:    the  col- 

ledlor^ 


le€kors  arc  required  to  give  fecurity.    The 
goods,  movable  and  imnK)vable»  of  taxable 
perfbns  may  be  feized  by  the  coll^ftors,  iti 
default  of  payment,  and  thofe  alfo  of  the 
colleflors  are  liable  to  feizure,  for  negligence 
in  their  colleflion.     The  cpmrniflioners  re« 
ceive  a  dollar  and  a  half  for  every  day  the/ 
are  employed.     They  fix  the  falaries  of  the 
affefTors^  which  cannot  exceed  (mty^^dx  doU 
lars:  the  colle£lors  are  rewarded  with  fouf 
per  cent  of  what  they  receive*     The  ftatf 
has  not  laid  a  tax  fince  ]  780 1  it  amounted 
in  that  year  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- fouf 
thoufand  dollars,  and  the  expence  of  col« 
le£lion  was  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent* 
The  taxes  upon  the  profeffioa  of  an  advo« 
cate,  and  upon  licences  joined  to  thofe  which 
are  produced  by  legal  procefles,  by  fines,  &c. 
with  the  increafe  of  the  interefts  of  the  capi- 
tals of  the  {late,  have  been  fufficient  to  pay 
all  the  expences  of  government,  which  are 
eilimated  from  Seventy  to  eighty  (houfand 
dollars  per  annum.     The  (late  has  no  dcbtf 
except  that  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-one  thou« 
fand  dollars  by  the  Union,  eflimated  by  the 
commifiioners  whiom  I.  have  {o  often  meo« 
Vol.  II(.  Qjj  tianed. 
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tioned.  It  has  iu  the  Engliih  funds  fifty 
tboufand  pounds  flerling»  which  were  placed 
there  before  the  revolution,  of  which  Eng- 
land acknowledges  the  claim,  and  to  which 
even  the  Engllih  minifler  has  given  counte- 
nance ;  but  Maryland  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  payment  from  the  bank  in  which 
thefe  fums  are  placed.  The  .ftate  is  de- 
prived of  this  income  by  particular  reafbns 
of  ftate,  and  by  the  negligence  or  bad  con- 
duct of  its  la  gents  in  England.  So  this  capital 
of  fifty  thottfand  pounds  ftcrling  has  been 
increafing  by  accumulated  intcreft  during 
thirty  years.  The  taxes  for  every  county 
are  not  the  fame,  but  they  arc  taxed  at  the 
mean  rate  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  for  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  dollars  in  value  of  all 
taxable  property. 

The  towns  have  alfo  their  particular  taxes, 
according  to  their  wants;  that  of  Baltimore 
amounts  to  four  dollars  for  every  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  dollars  of  taxable  pro- 
perty. 

.  Every  one  acquires  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  by  only  mak- 
ing oath  before  a  public  officer  of  his  pro- 

.     ,  feliion 
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feflidn  of  Chriftiantty,  and  of  allegiance  to 
the  laws,  and  to  the  ftate.  The  power  of 
poffeffing  every  fpecies  of  property,  and  of 
enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  a  native  citi- 
zen of  the  ftate,  is  the  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  this  oath,  except  the  right  of  per- 
forming public  funftions.  Foreigners  are  ex- 
empt by  the  law  from  taxation  for  two  years^ 
and  during  four  years  if  they  be  traders,  work- 
men, or  manufadurers. 

I  cannot  fpeak  at  any  length  of  the  fyftem 
of  the  laws  of  Maryland,  bccaufe  I  ha<^e  not 
been  able  to  procure  a  coUedtion  of  them, 
notwithftanding  the  obligingnels  of  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  I  applied.  I  have  fpoken  in 
another  place  of  thofe  of  which  I  had  a  know- 
ledge as  far  as  I  could  obtain  it. 

The  importation  of  negroes  from  Africa 
prohibited  by  the  law  ceafed  there  in  1763. 
The  introduftion  of  negroes  from  other  ftates 
is  forbidden  by  a  recent  law,  with  the  ne- 
ceflary  rcftriftion  for  the  emigrants  who  bring 
them  as  domeftics. 


Q^q  2  ROAD 
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ROAD  TO  FEDERAL-CITY, 

't'he  company  of  Mr.  Vates,  an  EngUfh 
merchant,  whoni  I  had  feea  in  the  ibciety 
at  Aimajiolis,  and  who  went  to  Upper  Marl- 
boroughy  induced  me  to  prefer  this  road,  iiot- 
withtiaiidiiig  the  iiiconvciilenc)'  of  three  pal- 
iagcs  over  rivers,  which  1  could  have  avoid- 
ed by  taking  that  of  Bladeujburg.  The  coun- 
try fronri  Amuipolis  to  Soulh-Kiver  rifes  a 
little;  at  leaft  it  is  divided  by  fmall  eleva- 
tions, which  are  not  much  more  tlian  banks, 
fimilar  to  tlie  other  fide  oi  the  bay.  The 
laiidfcapc  is  e;ribelliflied  with  handfome  coun- 
try-houlcs,  and  with  farm-houfes,  almoft  all 
of  brick,  which  are  more  frequent  here. 
The  lands  are  not  llripped  of  trees,  like  thofe 
on  the  other  fide ;  and  as  at  this  fealbn  the 
fruit-trees  begin  to  bloflbm,  they  are  more 
diHingutihable  by  their  colours  than  at  anjr 
other  time  of  the  year.  The  lands  as  far  as 
South-River  are  cultivated  for  corn,  which  Is 
grown  almoft  every-wherej  for  maize,  which 
is  not  planted  fo  early  ;  and  the  reft  is  Uid 
out  into  meadows.    In  other  reljjcds,  there 
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is  evcry-whcre  the  fame  negligence  of  til- 
lage, wooden  fences,  and  what  is  more  dif* 
agreeable  and  fatiguing  to  a  traveller,  a  great 
number  of  gates  to  open.  South-River  is 
pafTed  by  a  very  good  ferry-boat,  at  about 
two  miles  from  its  mouth  in  the  bayi  the 
paiTage  is  a  league,  the  breadth  of  the  river 
more  than  a  mile,  and  its  navigation  does 
not  extend  three  miles  farther^  At  the  head 
of  the  navigation  there  is  an  infpeAion  or 
excife  ofRcc  for  tobacco,  which  is  carried  on 
by  the  (ame  means  as  in  Virginia,  but  with 
lefs  care  than  upon  James-River.  The  pro- 
fpedt  in  pailing  the  South-River  is  rich  and 
agreeable;  the  ground  rifes  and  falls  in  gen- 
tle undulations,  and  is  well  fiirniQied  with 
trees.  The  nature  of  the  country  beyond 
the  river  is  the  fame,  and  much  more  varie- 
gated than  on  this  fide.  At  prefent  they  are 
preparing  the  lands  for  the  planting  of  to- 
bacco. After  having  worked  the  land  it  is 
thrown  into  fmall  hillocks  ;  this  is  the  mode 
of  their  actual  labour  in  the  fields.  During 
that  time  the  tobacco  fown  upon  beds  pre- 
pared for  that  purpofe,  as  I  have  obferved  in 

Qjl  3  (peaking 


598  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

fpeakiiig  of  Virginia,  begins  to  rife  up.  In 
feme  fields  it  is  kept  covered  under  leaves, 
or:  dry  branches  of  trees..  In  others  where 
.the  fields  are  clofcr,  or  where  there  is  a  na- 
tural floping  in  the  land  in  a  good  fituation, 
it  is  not  covered.  The  cultivation  ,of  to- 
bacco, which  had  been  very  much  ncgle6led 
during  fevcral  years,  is  more  followed  this 
•  year  on  account  of  the  high  price  it  bears 
in  Europe  ;  but  the  foil  has  been  fo  long 
worked  with  this  exhaufting  produce,  and 
is  fo  badly  manured  (for  manure  is  abfb- 
lutcly  neceffary  for  tobacco  when  the  foil  is 
not  newly  broken  up),  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  producing  good  crops.  The  corn  is  here 
very  feldom  attacked  by  the  Heflian  fly,  and 
the  cultivators  of  this  fide  of  the  bay  are 
equally  unacquainted  with  the  caufe  of  their 
being  exempt  from  them  as  thofe  on  the 
other  fide  are  with  the  reafon  why  they  arc 
tormented  with  them. 

During  the  laft  three  days  the  weather 
has  been  what  would  be  called  very  hot  in 
fummcr,  and  there  have  been  four  days, 
duiing  which  it  was  fo  cold  as  to  require  a 

great 
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great  toat  to  ride  in.     Thefc  fuclden  and  ir- 
.  regular  variations  in  the  temperature  afe  ex- 
tremely incommodious. 

The  A%oods  upon  the    road  are  but  few,' 
aud   thefe   few   which   remain    are   cutting' 
dowtt  to  make  room  for  the  fowing  of  to-* 
bacco.     New  land  that  is  tolerably  good  will 
produce  two  crops  of  it  following  each  other 
fucceffivcly';  but  after  that  it  would  be  in-- 
capable  of  producing  any  thing  without  ma- 
liure.     In   every  place  upon  my  journey  I 
have  obferved  the  greateft  quantity  of  land, 
which  I  have  feen  to   be  in  an   exhaufted 
ftate :  never  any  manure,  no  reftorative  til- 
lage, no  change  in  the  produftions,  nor  any: 
of  thofe  iimple  procefles  in  agriculture  which: 
tend  to  invigorate  the  foil.    Independently  oft 
the  expences  of  making,    and   the  cuftom^- 
to  be  overcome  in  eftablifliing  an  order  of 
things  fo  effentially  ufeful,  the  planters  give 
as  a  'reafon  for  continuing.]!;  their  bad  fvftem 
of  culture,  the  neceffity  there  is  of  obtaining 
large  crops  of  maize  for  the   provifion  of 
their  numerous  Haves.     This  realon,  which 
can  arife  only  from  want  of  refleftion,  or 
from  lazincfs,  may  ferve  to  prove  however 

Qjl  4  that 


thsU  the  iohab'taob  of  KlanFhnd  begin  to  fed 
ibme  uicoaveoiencc  firom  their  negroes;. 

The  river  of  PataiaU,  whiclr  is  foScd  at 
M0fiiit*Plea(aot«ferrv9  is  bot  abooc  a  hundred 
fatboqus  wiJc  there,  but  this  poiot  is  icT^nfy* 
6vc  inilcf  from  its  mouth  io  the  baj^  and  it 
ii  only  five  mile»  from  Moant-Pkafimt^whcra 
it  ctaics  to  be  navigable  for  vefle}i  of  two 
hundred  tons  burden. 

Green  trees,  of  which  there  are  bat  few 
fl>  be  ieeA  in  the  ea(l  part  of  NIarylaiKi,  at 
leaft  in  the  eoupties  which  I  have  pa^fed 
through,  are  much  more  abundant  on  thia 
fide  ;  but  not  {o  much  fo  as  in  many  other 
ibtes,  The  cedar,  the  Scotch-^pine,  the  cy-r 
prefs,  and  the  fpruceetree,  are  the  moil  cocn*r 
mon.  There  are  alio  fcm^  pines  called  pmj 
4u  Lord^  but  their  number  is  but  fmall, 

Upper-Marlborough  is  three  miles  from 
Mount-Plcafarit-ferry :  it  is  the  chief  place 
of  prince  George's- County.  The  court  of 
jufticc  was  fitting  on  the  day  I  pafled  there  ; 
and  thp  pnly  inn  of  this  fmall  village  con- 
tains, pr  ct^tertains,  all  tbofc  whom  bufinefs 
or  curiofity  always  drawsi-  to  a  court.  It  was 
then  ffowde^,  ftn4  t^ip  9en«inty  tb»t  it  would 
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be  fo  had  taken  Mr.  Cook  ftotn  AnnapoUsy 
for  the  purpoie  of  engaging  me  not  td  fl^op 
till  I  came  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Dixes,  five 
miles  further,  for  whom  he  had  given  me  a 
letter.     This  mode  is  very  much  praftifed 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  where  hofpitality 
is  the  general  charader ;  and  the  delicacy  of 
an  European,  which  at  firft  feems  backward 
in  profiting  freely  by  this  hofpitality,  (bon  be-^ 
comes  reconciled  to  it,  when  he  fees  how 
fimple  and  natural  it  is,  and  how  the  mailer^ 
of  houfes  who  load  a  traveller  with  kind**^ 
nefs  feem  to  be  pleafed  with  him  for  hi,v^ 
ing  given  them  an  opportunity  of  treating 
him  in  that  manner.      All  agree  in  faying 
that  this  difpofition  is  more  general  in  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  than  any-where  elfe  ; 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  that  I  have  found 
it  common  throughout  America. 

Embracing  the  favour  of  Mr.  Gook^s  let** 
ter,  I  went  to  Mr,  Dixe's ;  a  young  woman 
carried  it  to  him,  and  in  a  little  time  after  I 
was  introduced  into  the  parlour  of  an  old 
rnan  who  could  hardly  walk  ;  but  be  re* 
ceived  me  in  the  beft  minncr.  He  is  not 
th?  m^i^^r  of  the  ^Oufe ;  i(  belongs  to  the 

widow 


widow  cif  bis  bfxitfaer,  with  wfaosn  he  lod^ca^ 
aad  to  wfaofQ  I  was  immcdiatdy  .ipreicnsed. 
8be  is  ai  woman  of  about  fixt y  yun  of  mge^ 
of  very  agreeable  manners^  with  the  d^Mirt* 
mtot  anil  tone  of  the  bcft  company.     I  was 
recommended  to  the  old  man  ;  bis  infinn 
ilate  ieemed  to  claim  my  nsoft  affiduous  ar« 
tentioii  I  it  is  of  him  then  which  I  have  the 
mod  to  obfcrve.      Ihis  good  old  man»  of 
ninety  years  of  agc»  fpoke  with  great  ani* 
mation,  and  particubrly  againft  France.    He 
is  a  catholic,  a  pricftt  and  a  jefuit :    thcfe 
titles  are  certainly  fufficient  to  jaftify  the 
pa(fion  with  which  he  expreifed  himfelf  op* 
on  every  thing  relative  to  that  country,  ex^ 
cept  the  priejis  and  the  nobility ^  wio^  /aid  be^ 
dtfarve  to  have  an  abode  in  another  country. 
•*  1  was  reading/'  laid  he,  *^  a  French  book 
when  you  came  in,  and  one  of  the  beft  in 
your  language ;  though  I  dcteft  your  coun- 
try,  |)€()plcd  long  fince  with  athcifls  and  viU 
laius,  I  like  its  language,  for  there  are  here 
and  there  good  French  works,  better  than  in 
any  other  language/*   I  was  curious  to  know 
what  my  good  old  hoifl:  regarded  as  the  ma-» 
(Ictvpiece  of  French  litera»^ure.     It  was  the 

paandatc^ 
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mandate  of  the  archbifhop  Chriftopher  of 
Beaumont  againfl:  the  decree  of  the  par- 
liament of  Paris  for  the  profcription  of  the 
Jefuits.  **  Oh  !  fir/*  adde,d  he,  **  your  people 
are  the  dregs  of  nations,  a  race  of  mis- 
creants. It  is  for  the  punifliment  of  their 
fins  that  God  has  permitted  the  prefent  re* 
volution  ;  it  is  a  fcourge  which  he  has  in 
his  hand  to  chaflife  that  infidel  people,  and 
which  he  will  never  lay  down  till  his  wrath 
Ihall  be  appeafed,  and  that  will  probably  be 
a  long  time  firft,  for  he  has  a  great  many 
fins  to  punifli."  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  this  old  jefuit,  who  all 
this  time  offered  me  wine,  aiked  me  in  the 
mod  Cordial  manner  to  dine  with  him,  and 
engaged  me  to  pafs  feveral  days  at  his  houfe. 
I  only  reprefented  to  him,  in  a  gentle  man- 
ner,  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  wrath  of 
God  would  not  be  confined  to  the  chsftife- 
ment  of  the  French  people;  and  that  they 
might  alio  be  confidered  as  a  fcourge  which 
God  \yould  make  ufe  -of  to  puni(h  fomc 
other  powers,  fuch  as  the  emperor  for  ex- 
ample,  upon  whom  the- late  vidories  of  ' 
^uonaparte   fell,  and  pur   holy   father   the 

Pope^ 
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Pope,  who  at  that  time  was  in  (och  dangov 
and  who  neverthelcfs  was  (urclj  not  a  fin* 
ner.  ^  ^  O !  fir/*  relied  he,  ^  all  this'is  anty 
a  tetnporarj  ev3  to  our  holy  father;  God 
wni  declare  himfelf  in  his  fovonr  when  he 
Ainks  it  a  proper  ieafbn  for  that  porpole  : 
but  he  will  never  pardon  this  race  of  atbeills 
and  raitals ;  and  you  will  fbon  ice  them  di^ 
perfed  and  annihilated,  unle&  that  God  w31 
fuffer  them  to  be  recalled  to  the  faith  and 
practice  of  their  fieithers:  but  I  fear  that  the 
goodnefs  of  God  cannot  go  fo  far  towards  a 
people  who  have  lb  long  continued  to  amafs 
iiifch  enormous  crimes  upon  their  heads.  ^  In 
ihort,**  continued  this  exafperated  old  man^ 
^  do  you  defire  to  know  the  true  cauie  of  the 
French  revolution  ?     A  great  number  of  our 
brave  catholics  here  (cc  it  in  the  writings  of 
V(dtaire  and  Roufleau ;  but  I  think  other- 
wife.     They  were  doubtleis  very  worthlels 
men,  wbofe  writings  have  fpread  very  bad 
principles,  but  that  is  not  the  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution ;  it  arofc  entirely  from  the 
definition  of  the  fbciety  of  Jcfuits,     A  peo^ 
pie  who  has  committed  fucb  a  crime  was  a 
fpoliih  and  abominable  race,  and  who  would 

dciUoy 
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dcftroy  of  courfe  all  power,  all  property,  aad 
^overthrow  all  the  laws,  lince  they  had  de- 
ftroyed  aii  order  of  men  fo  ufeful,  fo  facred, 
and  fo  obvioufly  the  favourites  of  God/*^  I 
was  fcrupulous  of  contradi<Sling  my  aged  hoft^ 
otfaerwife  fo  obliging,  whom  I  fhould  have 
fo  little  convinced,  and  whom  my  opiaio|i 
would  have  ib  badly  recompenfcd  for  a  good 
reception.  It  was  neceffary  to  deplore  a  little 
with  him  the  deftruftion  of  iiich  a  holy  fo- 
ciety,  the  deftruftion  of  the  principle  of  all 
virtue,  and  of  all  order,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  the  true  caufe  of  the  French  revolutioa 
was  in  the  abolition  of  the  Jefuits,  where, 
till  then,  I  confefTcd  I  had  been  fo  little  ea* 
lighteiied  as  not  to  have  fought  for  it.  I  Ivul 
alio  to  attend  to  a  young  babbler  of  a  prieft, 
who  was  not  willing  to  grant  that  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  Jefuits  was  the  moft  hideous 
and  the  moft  unpardonable  of  crimes.  In 
this  manner  I  pleafed  my  old  Jefuit^  and 
amufed  myfclf  by  contradiifling  the  young 
pedant,  until  dinner-time.  It  was  Wednes- 
day in  paflion  week,  the  dinner  was  thercr 
fore  very  iparing,  quite  catholic,  and  coa- 
fequently  not  very  r^ftorative  to  a  traveller. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  know  whether  niy  friends  will  df* 
cnie  me  for  making  fuch  a  long  article  of 


dotard ;  but  at  leaf):  it  will  be  an  ad* 
ditional  proof  to  this  indubitable  and  welt- 
known  truth,  that  intereft  and  the  paffions 
are  the  fpeflacles  through  which  men  view 
the  greateil  events.  Marcel  ^w  the  in- 
tereft  of  kingdoms  and  the  great  fecret  of 
diplomacy  in  the  art  of  dancing,  in  its  pro-- 
pagation,  and  as  he  faid  in  a  minuet ;  and 
the  old  Rev.  Mr,  Dixes  faw  the  French  re- 
volution  in  the  deftru6lion  of  the  Jefuits* 

As  to  the  reft,  the  manner  of  treating  the 
injuries  of  my  country  excepted,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  have  fhewn  more  kindnefs  for  me 
than  old  Mr.  Dixes  did,  and  to  have  been 
more  obliging  and  more  civil  than  Mrs, 
Dixes,  his  fifter-in-law,  who  is  really  ami- 
able, and  appears  to  be  altogether  a  very  good  ^ 
woman. 

I  had  met  in  paffing  over  Mount-Pleafant- 
ferry  a  young  man,  who  underftauding  that 
I  intended  to  go  to  Federal-City,  propofed 
that  we  .(hould  travel  together,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  meet  me  at  the  houfe  of  the  old 
jefuit.    He  was  faithful  to  his  appointment. 

Two 
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Two  Other  inhabitants  of  Federal-City  were 
ivith  him,  fo  that  by  their  company  i  was 
€afed  of  the  inquietude  common  to  ftrahgers 
travelling  in  Maryland,  left  they  fhbuld  lofc 
their  way,  for  there  are  no  direftion  pofls 
by  the  road  fide  to  point  out  the  true  way, 
and  the  houfcs  are  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  a 
traveller  may  wander  about  a  great  deal  with- 
out having  an  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  the  right  road. 

The  politics  of  my  new  travelling  coin- 
panions  were  very  different  from  thofc  of 
the  houfe  I  had  juft  quitted,  **  Is  it  true,"*' 
faid  oiie  of  them  to  me,  "  t&at  France  has 
declared  war  againjl  America  ?'*  "  I  believe 
nothing  of  it,"  anfwered  I ;  "  France  lo\'es 
America  fincerely  ;  (he  has  a  little  quarrel 
with  the  government,  but  flie  wiflies  for  no- 
thing more  than  the  happincfs  and  profpcrit}' 
of  the  people  of  America/* 

*'  Thefe  reports  of  a  declaration  of  war  arc 
falfe,  and  fpread  by  the  merchants  who  wifli 
to  raife  the  price  of  their  commodities^  or  by 
the  Englifh  who  wifh  the  x\mericans  to  hate 
the  French/'  ^*  Ah  !  fir,  they  will  never 
lucceed  in  that ;  and  (hould  France  be  in  the 


wrong. 
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wrong*  (he  has  rendered  us  fervices  fufficient 
not  to  be  treated  fo  rigocoufl/ :  and  as  for 
me,. if  this  country  ihould  go  to  war  wit)i 
France,  I  would  go  over  tp  the  fide  of  the 
French,  and  take  my  friends  with  me*'^ 
•*  And  I  alfo**— **  And  I  alfo,"  faid  the  other 
two*  ^*  If  an  American  were  to  fight  againft 
a  Frenchman/*  faid  they  in  the  courlc  of 
their  converiation,  in  which  I  took  pact  only 
for  the  fake  of  fupporting  it,  ^'  that  would 
be  like  fighting  againft  his  father.^  *'  Aud 
worfe  ftill/'  laid  another,  *^  for  our  father 
has  only  given  us  life,  aud  it  very  often  hap- 
pens that  he  does  not  give  us  any  rooney» 
France  has  given  us  liberty,  advanced  us 
millions  when  our  paper  currency  was  i(i 
great  dilcredit,  and  that  at  a  time  when  (he 
was  not  fure  that  we  fhould  ever  be  able  to 
repay  it ;  and  £he  has  lent  us  troops  and 
(hips.  Thefe  viilanous  Engliih  merchants 
wiih  us  to  forget  all  this,  that  they  may  (ell 
us  their  merchandize  the  dearer,  but  they  will 
not  fuccced  in  their  defign/' 

The  atFedion  which  thefe  brave  fellows 
fb  plainly  manifetted  to  have  for  Francc^ 
was  united  with  an  attachment  for  the  un-' 

fortunate 
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fortunate  M.  de  la  Fayette  ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked, that  it  is  the  fame  throughout  Ame- 
rica, and  that  the  fentiment  of  hatred  for 
France,  and  indifFercnce  about  la  Fayette, 
are  alfo  found  united  in  the  oppofite  party. 
**  Is  it  not  fliameful,'*   faid  my  fellow  tra- 
vellers, "  that  the  United  States  fhould  have 
done  nothing  for  that  brave   man  who  has 
rendered .  us  fo  many  fervices  ?  If  the  prefi- 
dent  had  demanded  him  from  the  Emperor, 
it  is  certain  he  would  have  given  him  up  to 
us,  for  he  belongs  to  us.**  "  Without  doubt,'* 
added  they,  **  the  prefident  thought  that  he 
did  well  in  not  demanding  him,  but  he  would 
have  done  better  if  he  had,  and  alfo  if  he 
had  not  made  that  infamous  treaty ;  and  be 
aflTured,  fir,  that  we  are  very  numerous  in 
every  part  of  America  who  think  the  fame." 
I  detail  this  converfation— -to  which  I  af- 
firm that  I  add  nothing — in  the  firft  place, 
perhaps,  becaufe  it  gave  me  pleafure,  and 
then  becaufe  it  is,  whatever  the  Englifh  may 
fay  of  it,  the  expreflion  of  the  fentiments  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  America; 
fentiments  which  France  ought  carefully  to 
maintain  without  abufing  them,  and  vvhich. 
Vol-  IIL  R  r  in 


iB  the  mean  tme^.  ihe  wataSd  pot 

to  faj  alienating  ibcoi*  if  ihe  wot 

€ODduSt  htrtcM  wnA  jnflace  aad  liieraEcj 

towardi  AjDcrica    if  Ihe  dbet 

pot  a  flop  to  aH  tbe  pbacks  wUcfa  zwc 

€iitA  at  this  tiiDe  hy  her  iwinniflMmi 

the  Weft-^Iodiefiy   at   which   cwcrj  honeft 

FreDchman  revests  who  is  a  firiend  lo  Iw 

country^  under  whaterer  deDomioACiaa  he 

may  ooine. 

I  could  every  dij  Kooont  finuhu*  caEun* 
pleSt  fer  there  are  bat  few  twems  at  whicb 
1  flop  where  i  do  not  hear  the  fame  ex* 
preffiooi  of  attachment,  iinom  whidi  I  be^ 
come  every  day  more  perfuadcd  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  fprcading  in  thi&  country  wife  and 
moderate  writiogs,  which  ihould  difplay  the 
actual  political  fituation  of  France  with  the 
United  States,  and  ihew  that  fhe  is  the  friend 
of  America,  and  that  it  is  her  intereft  always 
to  be  fb* 

The  country  from  Upper  Marlhoroogb  to- 
Eajiern^branch  rifes  (iicceffively,  and  every- 
where prefents  the  &me  range  of  barren  and 
bad  cultivated  lands.     From  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  which  border  upon  the  £aftern«r 

branchy 
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braiich,  the  river  Potowmack  is  feen  far  be- 
yond Geofge*Town,  and  as  far.as  Alexandria. 
The  Eaftern-branch  is  alfo  fcen  in  its  courfe 
for  five  or  fix  miles ;  and*  in  (hort,  there  is  a 
profped  of  the  whole  fite  of  the  new  city, 
the  public  and  private  buildings  of  which 
may  be  diftinguifhed  as  they  rife  :  this  view 
is  fublime  and  beautiful,  but  fufRciently  Con- 
fined by  the  heights  beyond  the  Potowmack 
to  enable  the  eye  to  embrace  the  various  ob- 
je6ls  of  it  without  being  loft  in  its  immen- 
fity. 

The  county  of  Prince  George,  of  which 
Upper  Marlborough  is  the  chief  place,  \% 
peopled  by  about  twenty-two  thoufand  in- 
habitants, of  which  twelve  thoufand  are  ne- 
gro flaves.  Tobacco  is  cultivated  here  in  a 
confiderably  large  quantity,  and  is  reckoned 
the  beft  in  Maryland. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  this  county, 
as  in  almoft  all  the  others  in  this  ftate,  the 
old  towns  or  villages  are  built  at  the  place 
where  the  rivers  begin  to  be  navigable,  be- 
caufe  tobacco  being  formerly  the  only  article 
of  exportation,  it  was  neceiTary  that  the 
warehoufes  for  infpedting  it  (hould  be  placed 

R  r  2  in 
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in  fuch  (ituations,  and  they  have  fervcd  as  et 
pattern  to  other  houfes. 

The  Eaftern-branch  is  paflcd  in  a  tolerably 
good  boat,  a  little  too  flat,  and  a  great  deal 
too  fmall  for  the  quantity  of  horfcs  which 
are  taken  into  it.  I  pafTed  in  this  boat  with 
ten  horfes  and  a  carriage,  and  was  uneafy  till 
I  arrived  on  the  other  fide.  The  paffage 
over  this  river  is  from  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  a  league.  After  having  croficd  it 
you  enter  into  Federal-City,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  its  fire,  for  at  prefent  there  are  only  a 
few  houfes  to  be  (ccn  in  this  capital  of  the 
United  States — in  this  metropolis  of  North 
America. 

But  as  Federal-City  is  by  its  deftination, 
or  at  leaft  by  the  projeft  of  its  deftination,  a 
principal  point  in  the  territory,  as  well  as  in 
the  interior  policy  of  the  United  States,  I 
fliall  fpeak  of  it  at  fome  length,  and  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  hiftory  of  this  great  pro- 
jeft  may  be  well  comprehended ;  and  of  the 
means  employed  for  its  execution,  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  actual  and  defigned,  as  well  as  a  ma- 
ture examination  of  all  the  circumftances  en- 
able me  to  forefee. 

FEDERAL- 
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FEDERAL.CITY. 

A  little  time  after  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States  was  made,  its  partizans — and 
no  one  was  then  accufcd  of  not  being  fo-~ 
faw,  that  to  make  the  fyftem  of  confederation 
complete  it  was  ncceffary  to  eftablifli  a  general 
feat  of  government  in  a  central  point  of  the 
United  States,  independent  of  every  particu- 
lar ftate,  and  of  which  the  ibvereignty 
fhould  belong  to  the  Union.  As  the  gene- 
ral government  exercifed  a  judicial  authority 
apart  from  that  of  the  fevcral  ftates,  the 
vicinity  of  its  tribunals  to  thofe  of  a  par- 
ticular ftate,  which,  having  a  jurifprudence 
of  its  own,  might  inflid  a  different  punifli- 
ment  from  that  of  the  Union  for  the  fame 
crime,  and  even  on  the  fame  fpot,  was  a 
great  inco!iveni6nce,  and  was  to  be  reme- 
died. The  advantages  refulting  from  the 
refidence  of  the  general  s;overnment  in  a 
particular  flate  might  be  the  occafion  of  jea- 
louly  among  the  ftates,  and  caufe  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  Union  ;  and  this  fource  of  diil^ 
content  it  was  neceffary  to  reniove  :  neithqr 

R  r  3  Phila- 
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Philadelphia  nor  New- York  was  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  ftates  ;  and  the  deputies  of 
the  fouthern  ftates  being  removed  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  feat  of  the  government 
than  thofe  of  the  iiorth,  this  circumftancc 
might  be  a  caufe  of  diflatisfaflion  to  the 
former,  and  interrupt  that  harmony  it  was 
fo  important  to  preferve.  To  conclude ;  the 
fovereign  government  having  fomething  of  a 
fidion  in  its  exiftcnce,  its  eftablifhment  in  a 
territory  belonging  folcly  to  the  Union,  and 
in  which  it  could  exercife  all  acSs  of  fovc^ 
reignty  without  any  mixture  of  other  fove* 
reign  authority,  would  give  it  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  reality  :  fuch  were  the  princi- 
pal reafons  which  were  in  faft  plaufible  for 
adopting  the  fcheme  of  placing  the  refidence 
of  the  general  government  in  a  territory  ab- 
folutely  ceded  to  the  Union.  In  July  1790 
the  Congrefs  pafled  a  law  to  this  efFeft,  iu 
which  the  following  are  the  principal  pro- 
vifions : 

ift.  To  authorize  the  general  government 
to  accept,  for  the  permanent  feat  of  its  refid- 
ence, a  territory  which  fhall  not  exceed  ten 

miles  fcjuare,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Potow- 

mack 
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mack  and  the  Eaftern- branch,  or  Connoge-* 
cheque  j  but  with  a  refervation  to  the  ftate  in 
whofe  limits  the  territory  at  prefent  is,  of 
the  cxercife  of  its  fovercignty  without  im- 
peachment by  this  law,  till  the  a<ftual  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  general  government  in  fuch 
territory,  unlefe  the  Congrefs  (hall  provide 
otherwife  by  a  fubfequent  law. 

2d.  To  authorize  the  prefident  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint,  and  continue  with 
falaries,  three  commidioncrs  to  furvey,  mea- 
iure^  and  defcribe.the  limits  of  fuch  diflri^, 
with  the  limitations  above  provided  i  the 
faid  commiffioners  to  a^  under  the  dire(5tiou 
and  control  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States.— Two  of  the  three,  at  leaft,  agree* 
ing  to  each  a6t. 

3d.  To  authorize  the  faid  commiffioners 
to  purchafe  or  receive  the  ceffion  of  fuch 
lands  on  the  caft  bank  of  the  Potowmack 
as  the  prefident  of  the  United  States  (hall 
judge  proper  for  the  ufc  of  the  general  go- 
vernment ;  and  to  enjoin  the  faid  commif^ 
fioners  to  have  in  preparation  on  the  firft 
Monday  in  December  1800  the  buildings  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  reception  of  the  Congrefs,  the 

Jl  r  4  prefident. 
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prefident,  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
States :  the  whole  to  be  ere6led  upon  plan^ 
adopted  by  the  prefident. 

4th.  To  authorize  and  enjoin  the  presi- 
dent to  accept  donations  of  money,  which 
may  be  contributed  towards  the  defraying 
the  expenccs  of  fuch  acquiiitions  aqd  build- 
ings. 

5  th.  To  declare,  that  on  the  firft  Mon- 
div  of  December  1800  the  government  of 
the  United  States  (hall  be  transferred  to  luch 
diftri6l   and   place   as   is   before  mentioned. 
To  require,  that  the  feveral  offices  attached 
to  the  government  fliall,  in  like  manner,   be 
transferred    to    the    fame    place,    under   the 
fupcrintendance    of  thofe  who  at  the    time 
being:  (hall  be  at  the  head  of  fuch  offices  ; 
and    that   thenceforth    the    butinefs    of  fuch 
offices  fiiall    be  tranfacled   only  in   the   faid 
place  :  and   to  afilgn  for  the  payment  of  the 
expcnces  occalioned  by  fuch  removal  the  du- 
ties on  Importation  and  tonnage  to  the  extent 
nccclfarv. 

This  law,  which  palled  while  the  Concrrefs 
fat  at  New  York,  provided  alfo,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  ihould   be 

removed 
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removed  to  Philadelphia,  to  remain  there  till 
the  firft  Monday  of  December  1800,  the 
period  of  its  inftallation  in  its  permanent  re-^ 
fidence. 

The  Copgrefs  had  been  previoufly  affurecj 
of  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  towards  this  plan; 
both  one  and  the  other  haying,  in  preceding 
fittings  of  their  legiflatures,  offered  to  cede 
the  part  of  their  territory  npceflary  to  its 
completion.  The  feat  of  the  government 
.certainly  could  not  h^  better  chofen :  it  was 
not  only  central,  but  was  at  a  dift^nce  from 
all  danger  of  being  difturbed  by  a  foreign 
power,  in  any  cafe  of  war  ;  and  was  a  fitua-e 
tion  favourable  for  the  ereAion  of  a  great, 
commercial  city,  with  ample  means  of  be-? 
ing  furniflied  with  provifions,  and  in  a  fine 
and  healthy  fpot. 

As  the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
had  an  evident  advantage  in  the  eftablifli- 
pient  of  the  government  in  the  place  chofei^ 
by  this  law,  they  were  active  to  forward 
the  execution  of  the  fcheme,  towards  which 
Virginia  gave  the  union  the  fumofahunr 
^rcd  and  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  and  Ma*^ 

ryland, 
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fjhnd^  icvcntj-two  tbsfo&nA  daBaaoL    The 
proprietors  of  knds  on  the  ipot  d 
the  new  city  had  an  intereft  ftffl 
mediate  in  the  piau.    They  gaTC  the  Umott 
the  abfelate  property  of  the  half  of  the  loir 
of  which  the  city  was  to  be  compofed.  Thief 
aUb  gratnitooily  ceded  all  the  groond  oecet 
£uj  for  ftreets  and  iqoares,  with  a  relenra* 
tion  of  eighty  dollars  to  be  paid  for  every 
acre  employed  in  forming  poblic  grdcasi^ 
The  lots  remaining  in  the  hands  of  indrridonl 
'proprietors,  and  thofe  that  became  the  pro* 
petty  of  the  federal  government,  were  to  be 
to  diflriboted  that  individnak  and  the  gi»- 
vemment  fhould  equally  divide  the  advan^ 
tage  and  inconvenience  of  the  refpedive  fito- 
ations  of  the  fevcral  lots. 

In  March  l  JqO  the  Congrefs  palled  a  law, 
by  which  the  commiffioncrs  were  empower* 
ed  to  borrow,  with  the  ianction  of  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  detiray  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  efhtblifliment  ordered  by  the 
law  of  1 790,  with  provilbcs,  that  they  fhould 
not  borrow  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  in  the  fame  year,  nor  pay  more  than 

fix 
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fix  per  cent  for  the  loan  ;  that  the  fums 
borrowed  fliould  be  redeemable  in  1803  > 
and  that  the  lots  in  the  city  belonging  to 
the  government^  not  fold^  and  deftined  to  be 
fo,  fliould  be  the  pledge*  for  the  loan,  and  the 
means  of  its  re-payment,  the  United  States 
undertaking  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  if 
there  fliould  be  any.  The  fame  law  en* 
joined  the  commiflioners  to  make  a  return 
every  fix  months  to  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury  of  expenditures  of  the  fums  thus  bor- 
rowed. 

The  commiflioners,  therefore,  had  at  .their 
difpofition  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  thou* 
fand  dollars,  the  donations  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  ;  and  three  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars, the  loan  authorized  by  the  Congrefs, 
independent  of  the  produce  of  the  fale  of 
lots,  the  property  of  the  general  government,, 
which  they  were  empowered  to  fell,  with 
certain  reftri6lions  imppfed  by  the  prcfident 
of  the  United  States.  • 

The  navigation  of  the  Potowmack  was 
interrupted  in  many  places  below  Cuml)er- 
land,  to  th.Q  diftance  of  a  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  miles  from  the  feat  of  the  new  city; 

but 
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Init  more  cfpccially  at  fifteen  miles  above 
George-Town,  where  there  was  a  great  fall, 
and  at  a  place  (ix  miles  nearer,  where  there 
was  a  lets  confiierable  fall.  A  company  had 
been  incorporated  by  the  ftatcs  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  in  1  r84,  by  the  name  of  the 
Pctowmack  Company  i  with  a  grant  of  tolls  on 
different  canals  they  had  undertaken.  The 
adoption  of  the  fcheme  of  cftablifhing  the 
general  government  on  the  banks  of  the  Po-» 
towmack,  gave  new  aftivity  to  tbefe  under- 
takings, which  had  begun  to  languifli.  In 
1795  the  (hares  of  this  company,  which  at 
its  cftablifhment  amounted  to  five  hundred, 
at  four  hundred  and  fortv-four  dollars  each, 
were  increaicd  to  fix  hundred;  and  thus  the 
company  had  the  difpofal  of  two  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potow^ 
mack.  The  ftatcs  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land were  moreover  particularly  interefted 
in  the  fuccefs  of  the  company,  by  being  pro-^ 
prietors  of  a  great  number  of  its  (hares. 

When  the  undertakings  of  this  company 
fhall  be  fiuifhed,  the  produce  of  an  immenfe 
extent  of  country,- whieh  at  prcfent  is  con- 
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veyed  by  land  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
will  find  a  more  ample,  ready,  and  leis  ex- 
penfive  market  through  the  means  of  this 
great  river;  and  Federal-City  will  acquire 
new  refources  both  for  its  coniumption  and 
its  commerce,  adding  greatly  to  the  natural 
advantages  of  its  fituatioi^ 

The  point  of  land  which  feparatcs  the 
Potowmack  from  the  eaft  branch,  and  which 
is  within  the  fite  of  the  new  city,  is,  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  the  year,  not  only  difficult, 
but  dangerous  to  double  :  and  the .  Eaft- 
branch  prefcnting  the  greateft  depth  o{ 
water,  and  the  fafeft  anchorage  for  fliips, 
it  became  an  objeft  of  importance  to  join 
the  Potowmack  to  that  branch  by  a  cainal; 
befides,  that  fuch  a  canal  would  be  of  great 
^dvanta2;e  to  the  new  citv.  Two  lotteries 
were  authorized  by  the  flate  of  Maryland,  in 
1798,  for  the  forming  fuch  a  canal ;  each 
lottery  confifting  of  a  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  thoufand  dollars,  of  which  a  profit  of 
fifteen  per  cent,,  that  is  to  fay,  twenty-fix 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars, was  granted  to  the  canal. 

Such  were  the  means  employed  for  th« 

eftabhfli- 
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cftablifhmeot  of  Fcdcral-Cily,  whofe  fitc  cx» 
tends  more  than  three  miles  along  the  banks 
of  the  Potowmack,  and  the  Eaft-branch  ; 
and  includes  four  thouiand  one  hundred  and 
twentj-^four  acres  fquare. 

In  America,  where,  more  than  in  anj 
other  country  in  the  world,  a  delire  for 
wealth  is  the  prevailing  pailion,  there  are 
few  fchemes  which  are  not  made  the  means 
of  exteniive  fpeculations ;  and  that  of  the 
ere£ling  of  Federal-City  prefented  irjefiftible 
temptations,  which  were  not  in  fad  neg-^^ 

Mr.  Morris  was  among  the  firft  to  per- 
ceive the  probability  of  immenfe  gain  in  fpe- 
culations in  that  quarter ;  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Meffrs.  Nicholfon  and  Greenleaf, 
a  \ery  (hort  time  after  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  purchafed  every  lot  he  could  lay  hold 
on,   cither  from  the  commiffioners   or   in- 
dividual  proprietors  ;  that  is  to  fay,  every  lot 
that  either  one  or  the  other  would  fell  at  that 
period.     Of  the  commiffioners  he  bought  fix 
thoufand  lots  at  the  price  of  eighty  dollars- 
per  lot,  each  containing  five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-five  fquare   feet.      The 

con- 
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conditions  of  his  bargain  with  the  commif- 
fioners,  which  was  concluded  in  1 793,  were, 
that  fifteen  hundred  of  the  lots  (hould  be 
chofen  by  him  in  the  north-eaft  quarter  of 
the  cityi  and  the  remaining  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  wherever  Mr.  Morris  and  his 
partners  chofe  to  feleft  them  ;  that  he  fliould 
ereift  an  hundred  and  twenty  houfes  of  brick, 
and  with  two  ftories,  on  thefe  lots  within  the 
/fpace  of  Civttv  years ;  that  he  ihould  not  fell 
any  lot  before  the  firft  of  January  1 79O,  nor 
without  the  like  condition  of  building ;  and 
finally^  that  the  payment  for  the  lots  fhould 
be  completed  within  fcvcn  year»,  to  com- 
mence on  the  ift  of  May  1794  ;  a  feventb 
part  to  be  paid  annually — that  is  to  (ay^  about 
fixty-eight  thoufand  dollars  yearly,  the  pur- 
chafe  money  for  the  whole  being  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thoufand  dollars. 

The  lots  purchafed  by  Mr.  Morris  from 
individuals  amounted  to  nearly  the  fame 
number,  and  were  bought  at  the  fame  price. 
The  periods  for  payment  varied  with  the 
diiFerent  proprietors,  and  are  not  of  im- 
portance in  this  general  hiftory  of  Federal- 
City. 

The 
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The  fale  made  to  Mr.  Morris  was  the  onljr 
one  of  like  extent  made  either  by  the  com- 
miilioners  or  individuals.  Expcding  a  higher 
price^  the  commifTioners    waited  for  a  time 
when  demands  for  habitations  would  be  more 
numerous.    The  private  proprietors  a<5ted  on 
the  fame  principle,  afid   both  one  and   the 
othtr,  in  the  fale  made  to  Mr.  Alorris,  con- 
f]dtrcd  it  chiefly  as  the  means  of  haftening 
the  completion  of  the  city,  by  the  induce* 
ment  he  would  have  to  fell  part  of  his  lots, 
and  fo  augment  the   number  of  perfbns  in- 
teicfled  in  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  xinder'- 
taking*      Mr.  Morris,  in  fact,  fold  about   a 
thou(and  of  his  lots  within  eighteen  months 
of  his  purchafc.     The  building  of  a  houlc  for 
the  preiident,  and  a  place  for  the  fittings  of 
the  Coiigrcfs,  excited,  in  the   purchafcrs  of 
lots,  the  hope   of  a  new  influx  of  fpecula- 
tions.     The    public  papers  were  filled  with 
exaggerated   praifes  of  the   new  city  ;    ac- 
counts of  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs  towards 
completion  ;  in  a  word,  with  all  the  artifices 
which   trading  people   in  every  part  of  the 
world  are  accuflomcd  to  employ  in  the  diA 
polal  of  their  wares,  and  which  are  perfectly 

known^ 
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kflcvTA^  and  amply  praftiied  ii>  this  ne wr 
ivoddi     .'  >    ••'  i?  -   •    i     -  •  -^ 

;  ftfr.  l^w  and  Mri  13ickihfi>fli^  twt>^  gentle^  * 
nrtfr  tMc  had  Ut^y  arrived  frdta  India,-  and  * 
bath  with  great  wealth;  General  Howard,' 
Gelieral  Lee,  and  two  or  three*  wealthy  • 
Dutch  merchants,  were  the  perfons  who' 
bought  the  greateft  ri\iml)er  of  lots' of  Mr;'* 

Morrief  but  nontf  iHd^e  than  Mr.  Law,  w ha 

.  .    ...»    I  •    , 

pufchftfed  four  hundred  and  fwfy-fivc  lots.' 
Thelo#feft.th6y  gave  .was  two -hundred  aiitf^ 
ninety-three  dollars  per  lot— or  ratlier  f?vei 
pSnce  for  each-  fe^SLTt  foot,  of  Maryland 
nhMiey ;  for  aU  the  lots  were  not  abfohitfely 
o^  the  femi*  extent.' '  Mahy^  of-  the '  lots  fbld 
for  Au;  eight,  nhd  ten  pehce  per  fqiiare  foot; 
the  k(¥  comers  conftantly  paying  a  higher 
price,  ahdithe  fituatton  of  tbe-lots  alfo  mak- 
Ing  a  difference  in  their  value;  Sofne  of  the 
mor©  recent  ptfrchafers,  in  order  to  have  one 
or  more  of  the  entire  iquares  into  which  the 
Wfidle  was  divided,  or  for  other  purpofes  of 
theii^ii^culaeiohs,  made  thelt* '  purehafes  of 
the  commiilibners,  ^yihg  at  the  fktne  rate 
far  them.  The  bai^gains  were  all .  clogged 
with  the  fame  conditions  to  build  as  that  of 
frbL.III.  Sf  Mr. 


iSiS  T&4TBL9  tHftOOGB 

Mr.  Mmis.  The  number  o(  lots  IxM  ia 
this  manner  amounted  to  fix  hondred.  Eadi 
of  the  purchaiers  dMk  his  ground  acoording 
to  the  o(Huioa  he  had  ct  its  general  advan* 
tages,  and  of  its  being  in  a  nd^bourhood 
that  would  the  moft  really; be  filled  with 
houies.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  prefix 
dent's  houfe,  of  the  Capitol,  of  George* 
Town,  the  banks  of  the  Potowmadc,  the 
Point,  and  the  banks  of  the  Eaft-branch^ 
were  'the  places  chieflj  choiea  by  the  fiift 
purchafers. 

The  opinion  that  the  ground  marked  out 
for  the  whole  city  would  ibon  be  filled  was 
fb  general,  and  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  and  the  commifiioners  were  fb  much 
of  the  fame  opinion,  that  in  their  regulations 
they  prohibited  the  cultivating  any  portion  of 
the  ground  otherwife  than  for  gardens ;  or 
to  build  houfes  with  lefs  than  two  ftories^ 
or  even  to  build  houfes  of  wood. 

Thefe  regulations  were,  however,  fpecdily 
afterwards  withdrawn  ;  and  the  original  pro- 
prietors had  liberty  to  indole  and  cultivate 
at  their  plcafure  the  ground  they  had  not 
diipofcd  of. 

Mn 
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Mr.  Blbdget^  one  of  the  inoft  confiderabld 
&nd  intelligeiit  fpeculators  of  Philadelphia^ 
haviiig  purchafc^.a.  large  quantity  of  lots, 
under  the  .pretence  b£  forwarding  the  build* 
ing  of  the  city^  but  more  probably  with  the 
real  .motive: of  difpofing . moft  fcc«rejy  and. 
advantageoufly  of  his.  acqifiiitions,;  made  two. 
lotteries  •for  the  difpofal .  of  them*  The 
principal  lot:  of  .the:  firft  was  a  handfome 
tavern^  b&ilt  between  the  capitol  and  tho; 
Prefident'S  .houfe,  valued  at  fiftyVthouland 
dollars!  the  three  principal  lots  of  the  fe«' 
cohd  Wete  three  houfes  to  be  erected  nealf^ 
the  capitolt  of  the  refpeftivc  value  of  twenty- 
five  thoufandi  fifteen  thoufand^  and  ten 
thoufand^  .  dollars*  Thefe  lotteries-  wer<e 
made  before  the  prohibition  of  the  ftate  of 
Maryland  to  make  private  lotteries,  without 
the  authority  of  the  legiflature«  They  were 
powerfully  patronized  by. the  commiffioners, 
who  cq^fid^red^  them:  as  the  means  of  ad* 
vancing  t\^  building  of  the  city*  It  appears 
that  thei^  lotteries  wer^  attended  With  the 
effba  prppof^d.  to  himfelf  by  Mr*  Blpdgct, 
^hac  qf  gaining  a  large  pfofit  on  the^diipoial 

'Sf2  of 


of  his  Iots»  aad  that  he  wa»  the  only  peribn 
not  deceived  in  the  tranfaftion. 

The  fpeculations  of  Mr.  Morris,  and  the 
fuccecding  purchasers,  had  not  the  lame  rapid 
fucccf*.  After  the  phn  of  the  city  had  been 
for  a  while  admired  for  its  beauty  and  mag- 
nificence, people  began  to  pci-ceivc  that  it 
was  too  extenfive,  too  gigantic,-  for  the 
a6tuai  circuniftances  of  the  United  States. 
and  even  for  thofe  which  muft  follow  for 
a  feriea  of  years,  admirting  that  no  Inter* 
vcning  accidents  arrefted  the  progrefs  of 
their  prolperity.  It  was  difcovered  that  the 
tmmenie  extent  of  ground  marked  out  ^ 
the  city  would  not  he  fo  fpeedily  covered 
with  boufcs  as  was  expefbedi-  and  every 
proprietor  of  lots  UitrJgucdto  get^eoetgh- 
feouriiood  of  his  lot*  £H1:  uihabiteA.  '^l^rocii 
that inAant  the cot^moh  ititereft. cea&d^ajid 
the  pro^rietoi^  becams  rivals^  Evoh  b«g«2| 
tft  build  itk  his  own  ^jiMirter,  withth*  hope 
of  drawing  thither  the  new-cohuiit^-  Ea^h 
vaunted  of  the  advan(«ge$  df  that  fide  of  the 
city  where  his  property  lay,  and  depreciated 
MheAr  The  public,  pjtpers  weM  M»  Joager 
filled 


filled  with  the  exc^llenfie?  of  Federal^City, 
but  with  thofe  of  oi^e  qr^oth^r  of  it^  quarters. 

The  commiffioners  were  not  altogether 
clear  from  this  venal  contefl.  X^^  ^^  them 
pojOfeflcd  lots  near ,  George«Town  ;  and  if 
that  had  not  been  the  cafe,  their  habits  and 
pr^judice$  relative  tO;  the  city  would  have 
determined  their  opinion  a^  to  the  advan<« 
tage  of  beginning  to  build, in  one  quarter 
or  another,  and  would  not  have  permitted 
thqn^  to  remain  iodifFcrent  fpediators  of  the 
emulatjpfiof  tU^  fev^^ial  proprietors. 
.  Ti^ere  were  -  fpur /princips^l  quarters  to 
W]hich  difierenf  iptprcfts  ha4  drawn  the 
greatef):  q^ml^r  pf  houfes.  The  inhabitants 
9f : '  C5eorge-TQwn,  who  h«^ .  purchafed  a 
gr^at  many  lots  in  their  p^igbbourhood, 
maintained  that  a  ftinall  town  already  built 
was  thp. proper  fpot  to  begin  the  new  city, 
by  facilitating  and  augmenting  hs  refources* 
Tbpy  boafted  of  the  port  of  George-Town, 
*nd  repriefentpd  the. commerce  already  be- 
longing to  the  place  as  a  favourable  open-p 
ing  to  the  general  commerce  of  the,cicy.  v 

The  proprietors  of  lots  nqar*  th<=^  >"      ! 
declared  that  fituation  to  be  the 
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healthy,  and  beaudfbl  in  the  city;  advaa^ 
tageous  to  ccnnmeKe;  «s  it  lay  alon^  the 
hanks  of  Ixyth  rivers^  aind  as  being  a  central 
^tuation  between  the  capitoi  and  the  Prefi* 

(dent*s  houfe,  from  each '  of  *  which  it  ivas 

.         *  ■     •         • 

iMually  diftant. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Eaft-branch  con-» 
temned  the  port  of  George-Town,  and  the 
tanks  of  the  Potowmack^  which  are  bOt  ie-r 
cure  in  winter  from  ihoals  of  ice ;  thej^  de* 
cried  the  'Point,  which,  placed  between' the 
two  rivers,  was  fiir  from  being  able  coixti^ 
pletely  to  tn^oy  the  advahtage  of  either; 
pnd  boafted  of  their  oWn  port^  becanfe  6f  its 
gr^t  depth,  and  its  tecurity  from  ice,  aiAd 
frpm  the  moft  prevailing  winds.  They 
vaunted  of  their  vicinity  to  the  capitoi, 
which  muft  be  the  common  centre  of  af- 
fairs, it  being  the  place  of  the  fittings  of 
the  CQngrefii  and  in  whicli  all  the  members 
muft  meet,  at  leaft  once  in  the  day,  and 
from  which  their  diftanee  waa  nqt  niore 
f  ban  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

The  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
(he  capitoi  contended,  that  Federal-City 
^as  pot  tieeeffarily  a  commercial  town ;  that 

tlie 


KORTH  AMERICA^  CANAHA^  &C.  651 

the  effcntial*  point  was  to  raifc  a  city  for 
the  eftablifhmeiit  of  the  Congreis  and  gbw 
veniment ;  that  the  natural  progrefs  was^ 
firft  to  build  houfes  round  the  capitol,  and 
then  to  extend  them  towards  the  Preiident's 
houfe,  which,  although  of  a  fecondary  con- 
iideratiou,  was  neverthelefs  next  in  impor* 
tance  to  the  capitol;  and  that  every  effort 
ihould  be  made,  for  the  convenience  of  Con- 
grefs  and  the  facilitating  of  public  afHurs, 
to  unite,  by  a  continuation  of  ftreets  and 
buildings,  thefe  two  principal  points  of  the 
government. 

Thus  each  proprietor  fupported  with  his 
arguments  the  interefh  of  the  quarter  where 
the  mafs  of  his  property  lay ; '  but  he  built 
notwithftanding  with  great  caution,  and 
with  a  conftant  fear  of  fome  of  the  oppofite 
interefts  prevailing. 

The  commiilioners,  to  whom  was  en- 
trufted  the  ere£lion  of  public  edifices,  were 
accufed  by  the  proprietors  that  lay  at  a  dif^ 
tance  from  George-Town  of  paying  an  un- 
due attention  to  the  completion  of  the  Preii- 
dent's  houfe,  which  was  in  their  neighbour* 
hood ;  of  defigning  to  eftabliih  the  public- 

S  f  4  offices^ 
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pffices  there,  and,  coufequeutly,  to  negle<a 
the  capitol ;  m  a  word,  of  being  partial  to 
Georgc-Xown  to  the  injury  of  the  three 
other  quarters  of  the  town. 

Each  of  thefe  opinions  relative  to  the 
fpot  at  which  they  fhould  begin  to  build  the 
city  might  find  advocates,  eveu  among  dif- 
iiitererted  people,  regarding  only  the  public 
advantage;  but  the  public  advantage  was  no 
motive  of  any  of  the  rival  parties. 

This  ftate  of  things  continues  at  prefcnl. 
The  Prelideijt' s  houfe  is  fufjiciently  advanced 
to  be  covered  in  this  year  ;  that  wing  of  the 
capitol  which  is  at  prefent  begun  (for  the 
plan  of  that  edifice  is  fo  CKteiifive,  that  the 
execution  of  two  thirds  of  it  has  been  CLbatk- 
idoned  to  a^  indefinite  period),  may,  perhaps, 
'.be  covered  in  during  the  fuccftediug.  year  5 
and  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  houfes  ere 
Scattered  pver  the  vaft  fi^rfece  traced  out  for 
the  city,  each  of  the  four  contending  qVntv 
ters  having  froni  thiitfy  to  forty,  for  the  moft 
part  very  diftant  from  each  other. 

The  publicity  of  thefe  circumftances  is 

noiloubt  one  of  the  principal  hindraotei  of 

an  accelTion  of  new  adventurers.    The  Kanie 

cauies 
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caufes  bfiv(^  checked  the  efforts  of  the  pre- 
&nt  proprietors  ;  among  whom  Meffrs.  Mor- 
ris, Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf,  are  moreover 
embarrafled  by   the   flate  of  their  afiairs^ 
Having  pledged  their  property  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  ^  debts,  and  being  in  fa6t  dif- 
abled  from  making  the  neceifary  advances 
to  (fetricye  their  affairs,  or  even  to  fulfil  their 
conditions   of   their    contra6t   in    building* 
Laft  year  they  built,  or  began,  forty  houfes 
of  brick,  .in  different  parts  of  the  city. 
,     Frosii  the  concurrence  c^  tfaefe  circom- 
.  flanci^,  it  i$  to  be  expe£);ed  that  few  houfes 
will  bd  begun  this  year.     This  at  leaft  is 
the  general  ^prehenfion  of  the  perfbns  mdfl: 
interefted.in  the  growth  of  the  city*     Few 
lots  are  at  prelent  ibid ;  there  is  more  public 
fear,  bui:  eipecially  more  jealoiify  among  the 
proprietors,  than  any  other  di^>ofition ;  and 
thefe  are  not  favourable  to  the  profperity  of 
the   n^  leflablifhment.     FederaUCity  has 
alfik  -enemies  in  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania, 
who  irehi^Santly  fee  the  Gcaigrefs  on  the  eve 
of  departing  from  them  ;  and  even  in  many 
parts  of  the  flates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
.  who  regret  the  fums  which  the  public  ex-- 

penditure 
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■feaStwre    w3I   dmw  Co  dus  poibt^  «acii 
-being «i^cr  man  immediatdiy  to  putak/Brmf 

.tibcadvaaxa^  -y-A- -.O     •.;,:'    ',    .-I'l  ^    : 
..   He  wfao.coiileBiilgtetlhe  (kl^e^wiibcMt 
mtere&aadpaffioDiiisviog  cafthiignrtivar 

-t&c  liimtKof  thift  great  [dati'ibr  ft'ci^^'Deed 
■Dt  cater  mta  t^  famcular  circainftaBcaB 
Aat  aggrav^e  the  evil,  to  angw  uafavooH* 
ably  on  the  promptitude  of  the  execution  of 
the  plan,  or  even  of  its  pra£ticability.  The 
idea  of  forming  a  city  for  the  feat  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  having  no  dependence  on 
any  of  the  Aatcs,  is  at  onc^  grand  and  de^ 
lightful.  The  fite  of  the  city,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  is  well  chofen  ;  if  indeed 
it  had  not  been  more  politic  to  place  the 
.  Congrefs  at  a  diilance  from  a  maritime  city, 
vto  preferve  it  ^otn  the  real  danger  of  ibe 
:£re^  infiuence  of  commerce  on  its  delibe- 
sattons.  The  plan  of  the  city  is  both  judi- 
cious and  noble ;  but  it  is  in  fad  the  graa- 
,  dear  and  magnificence  of  the  plan  wlucfa 
renders  the  conception  no  better  than  a^ 
dream.' 

The  plan  of  the  city,  I  have  already  ftated> 

includes  four  thouland   one    hundred    And 

twenty- 
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twenty-fpur '  acres.  Of  thefe,  fevcil  hun- 
dred and  twelve  are  allotted  to ,  fixteea 
ilreetSy  feverally  bearing  the  names  of  the 
fixteen  dates  $  to  other  flreets  of  lefs  mag« 
nitude^  fqliares,  and  public  gardens.  .  The 
three  thoufand  four 'bwndrfid  and  twely^^ 
acres  which  remain,  being  the  prdperty  of 
the  original  proprietdrp  and  the  Unions  coth» 
fcaiu  twentyrthree  thouiand  lots  of  houie^ 
exclufiv?  of .  three  thoufand  feet  of  lots  Ult 
a[fide/for  qtiay^y  whofe  price  the  commiii- 
iioners  have^  fixed  at  fixteen  pence  per  foot^ 
in  the  front,  with  ;^bput  eighty  feet  in  dept^^ 
Ibine  qf- which,  but  very  few  in  number, 
.b?ing  already  fold*  .     .: 

The  capitol  is  at  the  diftance  of  que  mi\e 
and  a  half  from  the  Prefident's  houfe ;  and 
three  qu{trters  Qf  a  mile,  at  leaft,  fronpi  thp 
nearefi:  part,  of  that. quarter  on  the, banks 
of  the  river,  wh^re  the  interefts  of  com,- 
meree  wilj  draw.;^ierpb*ntsi,  if^ey^r,  thcjr 
eftablifh  themfelves  in  any  number  in  this 
city,  together  with  the  difierent  defcriptions 
of  pef^fons  depending  on  them.  Exclufive 
of  the  inconvenience  of  the  great  diftance 
between  the  pl«w:e  where  thpiCongrefe  holds 

its 
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its  fittings,  and  the  Prcr!dcnt*6  honfe,  whkh 
will  be  every  day  more  felt,  it  will  require 
more  than  three  hundred  houfes  to  fill  the 
interval,  without  extending  the  buildings  oa 
either  fide.  Houres  muft  alfo  be  butit  round 
the  capitol,  and  round  the  Prefident's  houio, 
to  fupply  the  neceflaries  of  thefe  eflablifl^ 
roents.  Thus,  to  cflimate  the  hou(es  to 
make  the  junflion  between  thefe  two  points 
at  five  hundred,  would  be  to  make  the  com- 
mutation too  low  ;  and,  after  all,  this  would 
form  only  a  fingle  ftreetj  of  which  there  is 
not  even  a  fingle  boufe  built. 

This  quarter,  no  doubt,  is  a  convenient 
refidence  for  the  members  of  Congrefs,  and 
s  fit  place  for  the  building  a  fevir  ihepsand 
tbVef-iM !  but  it  is  not  the  fpot  'bfi  which 
either  peo^Je  of  bufinefs  in  general*  or  th<^ 
who  prefer  the^  moft&glree^ble  fitusition,  wiU 
be  drawn.  It  is  befide  the  quarter  whdrc 
the  prefent  proprietors  have  the  !e^  in- 
•  Aiceiment  to- build;  tb«  greater  pai-t  of  th*ir 
lotfi  bekig  HtUtited  at  d  difiance,  and  if  the 
sntervftl'  isndt-  fiUed^  the  comrdunic^tipii 
between  thefe  two'' important  points  Will  be 
impfM^ticahle  in  winttv"';  for  it  is  fcaFcsly^to 

be 
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be  fuppoici4  tbfit  th0  gov^riuxttpt  w^U /pavd 
4DL<i  ligh$:tbQ  ftrc^s  ac  their  ov^ji  expepee.    . 

thp  other,  ^uartersi  of  ^s  vaft  cityv  ijb  as  to 
qqn^edk,  it .  ^ith  ei^ther  of  the  twa;  principal 
poitHSf  th«>  capitol^  or  t;h^  Pr$fide^('8  boufe ; 
afid  if  evtjfl  any  one  of  the  quartcji^  w?^  filled 
iip^^thfi  ptber  qi^arters,.  which  ^bQ  prefent 
po(&0i(H;8{  Jof  lot9  ftre^  4^eply;  ifUerefted  ia 
compl^dng  alfo^  woutd  be  deititute  o^  habi-^ 
^tions^  on.  would  b^  f6  ferparnted  ffpm  the 
quaf  tfit  that  (hoqld ,  b^  fcoapiplet^di,  pft  to  bp 
faothing, . better  thai)  fo .  jcnaay  villages  perr 
fc(ftly;XiitioflFfrom  the  town*        :. 

•  Ci^csitavcJ  indded^  in  general  commenced 
withi  a  icjaalli  nopp^r  of  houfes*.  to  which 
othjlri  hitve  beein  fuccefiively  «ided ;  but 
here  there  are.  two  :centre&,  at  the.diftance 
of  a  mile  and  ia  half  from  each  others  And 
it  is  to  be.confideced  that  this  city  ought  tp 
iii  alreacfy  fbhmed  iot  the.  receptkm .  of  the 
Gongrefs^  the  Prelident^  and  the  foreign 
xniaiflers.  It  ought  to  be  completed  fb  f ar 
as  to  afford  thefe  public  chandlers  the  ac« 
commodations  to  which  they  are  entitled ; 
and  which  they  will  be  the  lefs  difpofed  to 

facrificcy 
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fecrifice,  as  they  have  been  accuftomed  trf 
enjoy  them  In  Philadelphia  to  the  whole 
extent  of  which  America  is  fufceptible. 

When  it  is  faid,  as  1  hear  it  eontimially 
repeated  here,  that  the  adtua!  refidencc  of 
the  government  will  promptly  draw  aftef 
it  all  the  accommodations  neceirary,  it  is 
forgotten  that  thofe  who  are  the  members 
of  this  government,  and  their  dependants* 
little  taken  with  the  idea  of  this  key-ftone 
of  the  arch  of  federalifm,  will  not  patiently 
fee  themfelves  deprived,  even  for  a  while,  of 
the  mofl:  fimple  conveniences  of  life.  And 
when  perfons,  paying  little  regard  to  the 
convenience  of  thefe  public  charafters,  rely 
ont  the  faith  of  Congrels,  and  expert  to  fee 
the  govem'ment  transferred  to  Federal-City 
in  1 800,  they  do  not  reafon  with  more  fbre- 
iight  t^otf  even  if  that  ihould  happen,  which 
I  expe£l,  but  which  many  doubt,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  jak 
eftabliflied  in  Federal-City  in  J  800,  tordiC- 
charge  the  engagements  of  the  Congrcia, 
.And  in  fome  degree  to  judify  the  publip  ex- 
penditure of  money  there,  the  general  dif- 
content  of  thofe  who  compofe  the  govern- 
ment 


Rient  would  render  this  merely  a  temporary 
meafure,  which  Would  be  fudceeded  by  ftill 
more  dilkftrous  effedls  than  thef  continuatton 
of  the  feat  of  the  government  where  it  is^ 
There  is  Icfs  public  fpirit  in  this  part  of  the 
world  than  in  Europe ;  or  at  leaft  of  that 
fpecies  of  public  fpirit  which  facrifices  par- 
ticular intercfts  to  the  general  welfare,  or 

even  to  the  vain-glory  of  accomplilhing  a 

.  -  ^  • 

great  national  work.  What  arc  caHed  con- 
venlcncey  ea(e,  and  comfort^  are  not  pcrhapt 
cxaAly  t4ie  iamc|  things  that  receive  thofe 
names  in  Europe';  but  whatever  extent  the 
Americans  give  to  thclc  things,  they  eagerly 
embrace  them,  cleave  to  them,  and  wHl 
pofTeis  them  at  any  price :  and  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  it  would  not  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerating the  idea  of  comfort,  to  defire  to 
be  in  fafety  from  being  plunged  in  the  mud 
for  want  of  pavements,  or  breaking  one's 
•  neck  for  want  of  lamps.*  And  the(e  muft 
be  wanting  in  Federal-City  «for  naaiiy  yca« 
to  come,  from  the  too  great  extent  of  the 
plan,  and  the  diftance  between  the  tWo  cen«* 
tres  of  public  affiiir$» 

Ufually, 


Uftudljr,  in  the  cftzblifhmcnt  of  a  ckjr, 
the  Srft  proprietors  aod  the  brA  inhabitants 
heartily  concur  in  the  fucceis  of  the  enter- 
prize.  In  this  place  all  the  iVreogth  of  the 
conimuuity  is  loft.  There  is  no  comtnon 
effort,  becaufe  the  interefts  of  the  feveral 
individuals  are  really  dtfii:rent.  Thofe  who 
purchafcd  lots  of  the  commiinoners  with  a 
condition  of  building,  endeavour  to  reUevc 
thcmfelves  from  the  condition.  The  un- 
fortunate fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Meflrs* 
Morris,  Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf,  has,  in 
fa^,  relieved  them  from  it.  Tbofe  who 
purchafed  fhares  from  them  avail  thcmfelves 
of  their  incapability  to  fue  them,  and  ne- 
glect the  condition  of  which  thple  vnfortu* 
sate  men  are  guarsncees  to  th^  gdy^ramenb 
The  coanmiifionerG  ^  yrith  mare-,or  kfe  ior 
dulgonce  to  the  proprietors  of  ktts^  fiimo^ 
times  waving,  and  ibmetimes  Enforcing  ih^ 
.  pbligation  to  build..  They  perceived,- tbftt  if 
even  the  conditions  were  Ari&ly  executed  ui 
thp  fix  or  leven  hundred  lots  they  had  ibk^ 
tkffy  would  not  yield  more  than  the. fame 
nutnber  of  brick  boufes,  which  being  icatp- 
,.    ■  tered 
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tcr^  through  the  great  extent  0f  the  ekjr 
would  contribute  in  ho  important  degree  t9 
its  cofnpletion*    .     ;    - 

In   thd  cafe   ctf  a  town  growing  in  the 

fame  ipot   from    motives  of  commerce^  it 

Would  naturally  commence  in  the  quarter 

tnoft  convenient  to  trade,  and  would  incrcaft 

with  hiojhe  or  lefi  rapidity  in  proportion  as 

ir^  advantages  were  felt.     Each  of  the  new 

inhabitants,  having  a  complete  intereil  in  th^ 

improycment  of  the.  place,  and  coming  with 

an '  errtire  free  will^  would  cheerfully  fubmit 

to  the  inconveniences  of  a  new-'forjm^d  eila^ 

bliflirocnt,    with  a  c6nvi6lion  that  Qdc  l?y 

ohe-  they  would  difappearj  fince  the  natural 

advantages  the   iituaiion  afforded  to  com^ 

inerce,  being  the  baiis  of  the  eftabliihment^ 

it  co^ltl  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  and  meanwhile 

the  inCreaiing  gain  of  the  individuals  would 

contribute  to  their  patience.  In  Federal-City 

the  (iaie  is  q\lite  otherwife^     It  has  no  other 

bafe  than  the  Union  of  the  feveral  flates;  and 

if  this  foundation  is  not  already  deftroyed,  it 

cannot  be  denied,  that  it  is  at  leaft  ihaken  in 

th&t  degree  to  excite  diftruft  in  all  fpecu- 

lation9  that  muft  reft  on  its  folidity  for  their 

-Vol;  III.  Tt  fuc 
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^  (licceik    Commerce  is  no  more  than  a  &• 
condaiy  objed  ia  this  city^  and  fuck  of  its  in* 
habitaats  as  are  engaged  in  commerce^  aie^ 
for  the  moft  part,  at  fuch  a  dtftance  firom 
the  quarter  that  is  the  feat  of  the  govern* 
ment,  that  two  or  three  large  fecwois  might 
ftand  in  the  (pace  between  them.     The  ma-^ 
jorky  of  the  members  of  Congreis  vilU  come 
to  this  city  with  a  diflatisfadioa  to  the  plan, 
and  a  dsfpofition  to  decry  and  exaggerate  its 
defeats.    Such  among  them  as  we  may  fup* 
pofe  to  be  inimical  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  con(equently  to  the  eftablifliment 
of  this  place,  will  6ad  in  the  eaormous  pulK 
lie  expences  already  incnrred  here»  and  thoie 
ftill  greater  that  muft  hereafter  be  incurred^ 
an  ample  field  for  their  oppofition  >  which 
will  gain  accefiion  of  numbers  from  the  in«^ 
convenience    to  which   all  will  be-  fubjed* 
It  is   impoflible  to  overlook   the   iofluence 
which  in  every   country  in   the   world   the 
tempers   and  views  of  individuals  have  on 
public  affairs  ;  or  if  overlooked^  it  is  mife-» 
rably  to  mifunderftand  human  nature. 

There  are,  moreover,  a  multitude  of  pow* 
erful  reaibos  re   probability  to    the 

opinion^ 


Opinion,  that  the  Union  will  not  remain  iin« 
broken  for  a  great  number  of  years*  There 
are  fo  raanj  fymptoms  of  its  diiTolution,  that 
it  is  idle  to  imingine  that  Federal^City  wiU. 
arrive  at  the  execution  of  the  tenth  'part  o£. 
its  plan,  before  that  event,  which  a  thou-* 
land  circumftances  may  hailen^  (hall  take 
place.  The  prevalence  of  thefe  reafons  iwith 
many  Americads,  who  dwell  on  them  either 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  their  folidity,  or  ai 
defire  of  their  being  verified,  ia  iii  itfelf  Mk 
obftacle  to  the.  growth  of  the. city,  without 
tbofe  difficulties  it  otherwife  muft  encounter. 

From  this  combination  of  circumflances^ 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  detail  am  briefly 
as  pdffible,  nd  perfbn  can  conclude,,  that 
FederaUCity,  laid  out  and  even  begun  •  as  it 
is,  will  ever  reach  that  degree  of  improve^ 
ment  to  render  it  even  a*  tolo^ble  abode  fot 
the  kind  of  perfons  for  whom  it  was  de« 
iignedr 

We  are  not  to  be  furprized  that  thd  a^« 
thors  of  the  plan  gave  it  fo  great  ah  extent, 
fbr  it  is  probaUe  it  belonged  to  the  digfiitjr 
of  their  proje^l  to  defcribe  a  vaft  plan  which 
-theyv  l^t  to^  time,  to  fill  up«    But  itis  im- 

Tt2  poffiW* 
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poinble  to  coniider  with  too  ihuch  afloniOi-' . 
iDent  the  condu6t  of  thofe  who  prefided  over 
the  comtnencement  of  the  city,  which  was 
of  a  nature  to  render  impradicable  a  plaa 
that-  -time   mi?ht  iboner  or  later  have  for- 
warded,  if  political   events  had .  not   inter* 
pofed  in  oppofition.     We  cannot  llifficiently 
wonder,  that  they  did  not  apply  their  ei^rts 
to  one  point ;  for  inflance,  that  they  did  not 
^ote6l  and  encourage  the  firft  buildings  by 
the  natural  aid  of  George-Town,  which,  had 
they  commenced  in  its  vicinity,  fmall  as  it 
is,  would  have  been  an  important  motive  to 
9n  influx  of  adventurers.     But  .if  the  poor 
vanity  of  commencing  Federal-City    inde- 
pendent of  the  refources  of  George-Town, 
^ght  to  have  prevented  the  commencement 
of  buildings  clofe  to  that  town,  no  one  place 
has  been  chofen  for  the  commencement  with 
probability  of  fuccels.     At  prefent  the  mill 
chief  appears    to  me  irreparable  ;    at  leaft, 
fatal  to  the  objects  which  firft  gave  birth  to 
this  eftablifliment.  - 

Five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  have  al- 
ready been  expended  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  and  not'  ^  ere^ed  but  the  walls, 
-  '  tunbers. 
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tioibersi,  and  ftaircafes,  of  a  wing  of  the  eapi* 
tol,  and  the  prefident's  houfe.  !  To  complete 
thefe,  two  buildings j  and  to  cre6l  others  for 
the  difftrent  departments  of  the  adminiflrar 
tion»'  fix  hundred'  thoufand  dollars  ^e  (I'dl 
.wanting,  on  the  computation  of  the  com- 
miiHoners  thenofclvcs;  and  even. then  there 
will  be  no  courts  pf  juftice,  prifons,  churches, 
paverpfents,  lamps^  fountains,  or  public  gar^ 
dens.  ... 

No  doubt  it  is  poflible,  it  is:  even  pro- 
bable, that  fome  parts  of  the  bank  of  the 
Potowmack,  and  of  the  Eaft-branch,  wiU 
draw  inh^bitantsi  for  the  purpofes  of  cpm- 
iperce^  .^nd  that  one  or  more  towns  will  be 
l^abliHii^d  on  thofe  rivers;  and  tbis.profpea 
may  b^  a  compenftition  for  the  purchafers  of 
lots  in-thofe  quarters^  but  it  is  nothing  to 
Federal-City. 

In  coilefitiug  the  information  I  havp  given 
my  reader  on  this  fubjeft,  and  the  lutle  that 
I  have  to  fay  further  fefpefting  it,  and  in  imr 
partially  obferving .  the  paffions  and  preju- 
dices of  the  majority  of  thofe  from  whom  I 
made  my  enquiries,  I  was  led  more* than 
once  to,  the  conoparifon   betweeii  the  roai) 

T  t  3  who 
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who  employs  his  pmpertj  and  time  in  dear* 
ing  and  letiling  a  large  tn£t  of  land^  amd 
the  perfoii  who  is  eogaged  witfa  cjchers  in 
the  cilablifhment  of  a  new  atj^     The  for^ 
mer  can  fuccced  onlj  hy  coHa^ng  njoad 
him  a  nacnber  of  families  to  whom  it  is  his 
intereil  to  (ell  his  lands  at  a  low  pdce,  and 
io  whofe  profperity  of  coarie  be  cootribiites. 
The  pooreft  man  is  ^r  hk  poqiotcs  a  good 
occupier  of  bis  grounds.     In  conferring  be* 
nefits  on  others,  be  increaies  his  own  wcl£irc 
and  happinefs ;  he  multiplies  tbree-foId»  naj 
ten^fold,  the  value  of  the  lands  that  be  hclds 
ftill  in  his  own  pofleffion,  by  the  neighboiH'^r 
hood  of  the  inhabitants  he  has  drawn  around 
hirn.     The  happinefs  of  others  is  the  proper 
element  of  his  fuccels.     If  he  is  of  a  humane 
dilpofition,  he  finds  a  multiplicity  of  occa- 
fions  to  do  good  without  injury  tohimfclf. 
It  is  indeed  his  intcreft   to  be  benevolent. 
Every   inftance  of  his   expenditure  is    alio 
turned  to  the  public  adv'antage ;  it  is  a  ier» 
vice  be  renders,  a  pleafure  he  affords,  to  his 
colony ;  and  no  expcnce  judicioufly  applied  is 
prejudicial  to  his  fortune ;  on  the  contranr,  it 
inccA^ucly  augments  his  wealth  :  as  his  co^ 

lony 


< 


voiTTH  AuxarcA;  canada>  &a  1^47 


lony  kicreafes,  more  wealthy  fettlcrs  prefcnt 
theraf6}V4S8^  and  his  lands  fell  at  a  price  he 
could  not  have  procured  without  the  pre* 
vious  exercife  of  his  benevolence.  When 
his  colony  has  made  a  ftill  greater  progrefs, 
the  produce  of  lands  formerly  wafte,  is  a  new 
and  real  fource  of  wealth  to  the  ftate  to 
which  it  is  fubje^^,  and  a  new  nia&  of  pro*- 
du^ons  for  merchants  and  conltiiners*  His 
condition  is  at  ODoe  noble  and  delightfuL 
He  lives  in  rne  midft  of  hufbandcDen»  con.- 
i^quentlly  among  men  of  the  pureft  maimers 
and'  difpofitions,  the  furtheil  removed  from 
vice  of  any  among  the  human  fpecics.  He 
is  beloved  and  ef):e«med«  And  all  tbeie  ei>- 
joyments  he  commands  in  a  j(hort  period  of 
time,  and  owes  them  all  to  himfelf^  If  be* 
fore  the  commencement  of  his  enterprize 
he  was  virtuous,  he  is  become  better  by 
the  Vcify  means  he  employed  to  enlarge  his 
fortune.  His  heart  is  improved  (imply  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  good  he  has  ef* 
fe£led.  In  a  word,  he  is  more  happy  than 
ever.  There  are  many  exaiApIes  of  this 
kind  in  America,  and  among  the  moil  emi-* 
neat  of  them  is  Captain  WiUiaffifon  of  Gc<- 

T  t  4  nelee, 
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nefee,  who  by  an  undertaking  of  this  tiaturtf 
has  augmented  his  fortune  as  greatly  as  he 
has  increafed  the  eflccm  in  which  h^  wa$ 
held.  ... 

He,  on  the  contrary,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  eftabUfhment  of  a  new  city,  can  rarely 
confine  to  himfelf  the  conduct  of  the  cuter- 
prize.  If  he  is  not  counteraded  in  the  whole 
of  his  views,  he  is  fure  to  be  fo  in  the  gre^t<r 
part  of  them.  The  i>oorer  inhabit aiits, that 
he  receives  on  his  eflate  are  of  no  advantage 
to  him.  They  are  even  burthenfbme,  as 
they  occupy  the  fpace  that  he  wiflies  to  fill 
with  others,  whofe  wealth  may  advance  his 
fortune.  Benevolence  is  baniftied  from  his 
fyftem,  by  the  neceflary  calculatious  of  his 
intereft.  If  thofe  calculations  induce  him 
to  expend  fums  for  buildings,  it  is  to  eredl 
taverns,  fhops,  to  open  billiard-tables,  and  to 
create  lotteries ;  in  a  word,  to  furnifli  the 
meaijs  of  diffipation  and  pleafure — that  is  to 
fay,  the  means  of  prodigality  and  vice.  Jt 
is  fuch  objedls  as  thefe  that  draw  crowds  of 
inhabitants  to  cities,  and  withoqt  them  cities 
will  never  be  extenfive.  When  this  adven- 
turer fees  his  city  irjcreafing  \n  population,  it 

is 
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15  only  to  fee  a  conflift  of  interefts,  to  con- 
template jealouiies  daily  arifing,  and  enmities 
making  good  their  footing.  And  when,  at 
length,  after  vears  of  innumerable  Vexations 
and  inceffant  anxiety,  he  has  gathered  in- 
habitants to  the  extent  he  propofed,  he  has 
only  drawn  round  him  rivals  and  opponents, 
while  he  has  done  nothing  for  the  real  wel- 
fare of  fociety.  He  may  have  increafed  his 
wealth,  but  he  will  not  have  added  one  to 
the  number  of  his  benevolent  fentiments ; 
and  even  fuch  as  he  might  have  had  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  his  undertaking 
will  be  defaced  by  the  fpeftacle  he  was 
obliged  to  witnels,  and  the  injuftice  to  which 
he  was  fiibjedled.  If  his  mind  is  not  wholly 
corrupted,  it  will  be  the  refidence  of  rc- 
morfe  ;  but  more  probably  his  heart  will  be 
hardened.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  fome  of 
my  friends  will  laugh  at  my  mode  of  view- 
ing thefe  things,  but  they  have  my  fenti- 
ments in  their  native  colours.  If,  in  the 
companion  I  have  drawn,  I  had  contem- 
plated the  founders  of  Federal-City,  my 
pifture  of  a  new  city  would  have  been  more 

dilgufting. 
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I  hame  fbfnethiiig  more  to  add  relative  to 
FcdertUCitj^  although  what  I -have  laid  on 
liie  ibbjd^  ba8  alr^y  ma  te  £00  great  a 
JeDgthu  The  niiipbcr  of  its  inliabitants  is  at 
prefent  very  inconfidcrable,  and  tbej  bxc  £> 
feutercdr  tbat  if  they  wer^  leis  occupied 
With  their  fpecvlationsy  rivalry^  and  hatreds^ 
they  could  ftiU  form  no  fopiety*  They  vifit 
Kkc  people  in  the  co«ntry»  living  at  a  di£- 
tance  from  each  other.  The  tradefooen  and 
lafaosrecs  for.  the  mw  p^rt  refide  at  George- 
Tawiv'  where  the  iobabitahts  of  the  other 
>  Mpstrtcn  are .  obliged  to  fend  for  almofl  aU 
oeceiTaries*  The  few  (hops  that  are  in  the 
licart  of  Federal-City  are  miferably  provided^ 
and  exceiSvelv'dear;  and  the  workmen  are 
the  very  refufe  of  that  clafs,  and  neverthe- 
lefs  very  high  in  their  demands*  Provifion8 
are . funiifhed  almoft  by  chance;  and  this  is 
£>  aljfolutely  the  cafe  with  refpe<5fc  to  but- 
chers* meaty  efpecially  beef,  that  during  the 
fix  days  I  pafTcd  there  I  never  once  faw  any. 
£gS^  ^^c  brought  from  time  to  time  from 

]  the 
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Che  cotfritry,  but  neither  conftantly  nor  often. 
In  ihorty  1  have  not  been  in  atny  of  the  ob* 
icureft  plaits'  of  Anierita,  where  I  found  pro- 
viiions  fo  badly  furnifh^d* 

The  ilone  of  which  the  capitol  and  pre-* 
fident's  houfe  ar^  built  is  extremely  white, 
and  the  workcnatYihip  is'  ^)(;cellent ;  but  I  do 
not  admire  the  architediure  of  thof6  build- 
ings* The  iione  is  a  fpedies  of  granite,  and 
is  ftrong,  yet  tiot  iufficifently  fo  to  refill  the 
fevereft  kmd  of  froft;  it  is  taken  from  a 
tjuarry  near  the  Potowtnack,  at  thirty  miles 
below  the  city.  At  the  fame  diftance  above 
the  city  we  cjuarries'of  fine  white  marbles, 
and  of  a  red  marble  <HMth  veins;  and  aUb  fc 
quarry  of  flate.  Lime*>ftone  is  found  Mar 
the  Potowmackf  but  at  tbe  diftance  of  fixty 
miles  above  the  city.  The  interior  naviga* 
tion,  froff)  the  Potowmack  to  the  £a^ 
Jbranch,  fc^r  the  forming  of  which  the  firib 
lottery  is  at  prefent  drawing,  is  not  yet  bo* 
gun ;  but  the  workmen  bave  orders  to  a£» 
icmble  for  its  commenpement  in  a  month. 
Two  fmall  creeks  pafs  through  the  city,  the 
water  from  which  may  be  conveyed  to  any 
jpart;.     One,  which  isxalled  Tyber-creek^  has 

it« 
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itofibwcr  at  fomfi.  wSk*  'diOtmc^.^nm  the 
aty  y  alKnre  wbich  k  is  ckvi^eA  fevoitjr 
^iglit.feet,  and  ouiy  therefore  be- carried  to 
any  hei^ttbat  maybe  wanted  in  anjr  of  die 

-  •  ■  -  • 
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:  Thk  fmall  town,  which,  is  jfeparatcd  from 
the  ;new  citjr  by  a  creek  called  IbchJmBr 
crakp'  fiands  upon  feveral  finaU  hiUst  which 
;rco^r ;  i(|f  ^fped  p)eafing ; .  bnt  the  xommo- 
nicanions-  |:ifetweeo,  its  fevcral  -parts  are  dif* 
jicalt. ,  Some  years  fince  the  cocpmerce  of 
ithis  phce  was;  confiderable^  but  at  prefent  it 
is  much  diminiihed« 

.  In  .1 70 1  the  total  value  of  its  exportation 

amo«)oted  to  314,864  dollars;  in  1702,  to 

34&i530jdollar8 ;  in  1703,  to  364,537  doU 

larss'ki.  1704?  to  128,024  dollars;  in  1705» 

to  106,700  dollars;  and  in  1706,  to  150,868 

dollars,'    Tobacco,  corn,  and  feeds,  form  the 

chief  articles  of  exportation  from.  George- 

:To\yn;  it  re-exports  dircftly  a  very  fmall 

quantity  of  foreign  articles,  and  is  even  com- 

.  pcli  ed  to  fend  to  other  ports  that  are  better 

V  markets 
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markets  lAuch  of.  the  merchandize  brought 
from  Europe  in  its  vefTels*  Its  imports  have 
alfo  decreafed :  hji  1702  the  value  of  them 
amounted  to  QQ9873  dollars  ;:  in.  l7Q3i  to 
8 7, 400. dollars.;  in  1794,  to  1 3 0,Q6t4, dollars; 
in  1795,.  to  153,584  dollars  ;  and  in  1796, 
to  29,193  dollars.  The  (hipping  it. employs 
in  its  foreign  trade,  is  at  prefeift  about  2,500 
toils  ;  and  in  its  coafting  trade  nearly  a  tbou- 
fand  tons.  r    ;  '\i.:/. 

The  diminution  of  the*  culture  of  tobacco 
b  one  of  the  caufcs  of  the  decay  of  its  com- 
meiice:.  in  1 792  it  exported  9,444  hoglheads; 
and  in  17Q6  no  more  than  2,46i.  J^\it  fpe* 
culations  in.  thd  lots  of  Federal-City  is  a  more 
powerful  caufe  of  that  decayi  They. have 
turned  a  great  part  of  the  capilu  of  thQ  xtkerr 
chants  into  that  .channels  a^nd  cOniequently 
diverted  it  from  the  trade  of  the  place. 
Shares  in  the  bank  of  this  town,  which  were 
held  by  many  of  thofe  merchants,  have  fallen 
through  the  fame  caufes  frotb.  forty  dollars, 
their  original  price,  to  thirty.  This  bank, 
eftablifhed  by  the  name  of  Columbia  Bank^ 
had  originally  a  capital  of  400,000  dollars, 
divided  into  tea  thoufaod  ihares.     Its  capi* 

tal 
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*n  fiia  of  tfac  iegiflatbre  df  Marylanil  ia  its 
kft  ieffion :  it  i$  ■  <9in)>Ia9ried  tn^  tlie  laifie  fer^^ 
Dices  ^'  all  the  oSier' batiks  ot  Amtdau- 
The  notes  it  b«k  «n  -fcirctilafidn  are'  for  -ttftf' 
mod  part  of  the  Vakie  of  a  dollar,:  and  thejn 
are  current  at  Alexandria,  and  all  the  mt^*- 
tttt  pafcs  6t  MiuTtarid  W  £sHr  al^  Baltiofiore;. 

Thtf-  fbres:  el^'George-Tovrii  lare.nfoalljr: 
fttmiflied  from  Baltimore ;  it  is  at  -thar  ^ortr 
4fa(  tbe  (bipft  Jteli^gilig  to  Georgb-ToMrn 
gencvaUy  dU^fe^  of  their  cargoes  in  returning 
fruto  Burope.  'I1i0iSHi»eIniiits1>f  this  placr 
cxp«^  to  &e>tbtlttitt&'it'tefiiivt^{tota  the 
completioti  of  the  two  csHnals  *  of  the  large 
a&d  -little  falls  of  the  Pbtqwmack/  the  res* 

* 

ibaifider  of  tie  navigation  of  fhstr  river  be« 
ing  cleared  from  bbftacles.  They  then  ex- 
pe^>^  be  the  medium  of  expoiting  the  prcv 
dccer  of  the  ommtries  watered  by  the  Potov^- 
mack  and  the  rWtn  that  fall  into  it,  which 
at  prefent  can  be  coi>v*ycd  to  George-Town 
only  by  land,  at  as-  high  a  ptice  ias  the  con^ 
veyance  of  them  to  Baltimore,  which  from 
its  fituation  has  the  advantage  of  the  towns 
oa;  thc^bianks  of  the  •Potowma;ck  j  where  the 

price 
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price  of  the  carriage  of  flour  by  land  is  three 
dollars  per  barrel :  it  will  be  only  eight  flxil- 
lings  and  fix  pence  by  water.  This  advan- 
tage will  be  communicated  alfo  to  the  Eaft- 
branch  in  Federal-City,  and  Alexandria. 

The  merchants  of  George-Town  perfuadc 
themfclves  that  they  will  reap  the  greater 
part  of  the  benefit  of  thefe  havigations. 
Being  placed  the  fir  ft  on  the  route  <;^  tbo& 
who  will  bring  their  produce  from  the  coun- 
tries above  the  city,  and  being  provided  Wit!U 
warehoufes  to  receive  goods,  it  will  be  a 
iaviag  of  money  and  time^  in  veiTels  com-, 
ing  down  the  river,  to  difpofe  of  their  car- 
goes at  Georg&-Town.  They  alfert,  that 
the  port  of  this  place^  that  is  to  fay,  the  paxt. 
of  the  river  th^t  may.  be  converted  to  that 
purpofe,  will  hold  a  great  number  of  vcildis 
with  fecurity :;  and.  the  danger  from  (hMis 
of  iee^:  wlyich  they  <lo  not  deny  to  eidft 
during  two  months,  they  obferve,  may  be 
aypiij^d,  by  veiTels  ufing  the  Eaft-branch. ibr 

that  pcrioijL .    , 

The  inhal>itaiits  of  the  banks  of  the  Eafl:- 
branch  truft  to  the  depth  and  fecurity  of  their 
river,  to  draw  all  the  commerce  of  the  place 

:   -  -  -  to 
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to  themfclvcs ;  and  they  do  not  doubt,  thzCt 
even  the  merchants  of  George-Town  will 
foon  find  the  advantage,  and  remove  tbere- 
They  are  fecurc  from  the  ice ;  and  the  in- 
terior canal  between  the  Potowmack  and 
them  will,  they  imagine,  direftly  afford  them 
all  the  advantages  of  that  great  river. 

The  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  pretend, 
that  participating  in  like  manner  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  navigation  of  the  Potowmack 

o  o 

through  the  canal,  they  have,  moreover,  the 
advantage  of  a  commerce  long  eftabliflied 
and  that  is  daily  increafing — ^an  advantage 
that  is  not  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the  dif- 
ference of  five  miles'  more  of  failing, -which 
cannot  deter  veflels  from  proceeding  to  the 
market  where  they  can  both  fell  and  buy  to 
greater  advantage. 

Time  will  fhew  which  of  thefe  three  places 
argues  with  the  greateft  truth.  I  think  the 
argument  is  in  favour  of  Alexandria. 

At  George-Town  there  is  a  very  hand^ 
fome  fmall  Catholic  college,  maintained  by 
private  donations  and  fubfcriptions* 
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An  excur^on  that  1  made  to  the  Ja/li 
gave  itie  ah  opportunity  of  leeing  the  canali, 
which  are  forming  for  the  purpofe  of  avoid- 

igg  'theijif  an^  ari  the  undertaking  of  the 

.'■.'".1  ^    '      .  ' 

Poiowmack  Company.  The  canal  of  the 
fmalkr  falls  is  entirely  finiflied  ;  it  is  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  length:  four  Ipcks  ten  feet 
nijgh,  placed  at  its  upper  extremity,  convey 
vcflcls  down  the  nverl  The  fmaller  falls 
are  not  ftriftly  fiich;  but  tfie  >yater  is  fuf- 
ficiehtly  checked  and  difturbed  in  its  courfe 
to  render  the  navigation  impraaicable,'ana 

the  .noife  it  makes  is  conii^erable*     Above 

1   .     ,  ...       ^ ■ 

the  fmaller  falls,  at  a  place  where  the.Por 
towmack  is  cpnfined  to  a  narrow  pallag^ 
between  mountains,  a  bridge  has  been  lately 
erefted,  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  bridge  of 
Meffymack,  near  Newbury-porf,  in  MafTa- 
chufetts :  the  fame  architedt  wa^  employed 
in  both*  Ttic  bridge  over  the  Potowmacl^ 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  the  fpan  j 
it  is  much  admired  here,  becaufe  tifce  people 
Vol.  IIL  Uu  in 
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in  this  place  have  no  knowledge  of  the  arts, 
but  is  indeed  difguft;ng  for  its  heavinels, 
having  aa'immehie  quantity  of  tipber  and 
iron  wafted  on  it,  that  would  have  been 
ipared  in  Europe,  and  with  It  a  great  part  of 
the  expence.  •       .  .    ' 

The  canal  of  the  great  folk  is  aUo  finifhed, 
excepting  the  locks,  which  are  to  be  ten  in 
number*  '  The  height  of  the  falls  tbemielves 
is  feventy^ight  feet,  and  the  defcent  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  to  the  lower  end 

is  about  ninety /feet.     To  make  fome  ufe  of 

'  ■         *'  ■  '  .  ■      -  ■  .     '      * 

the  canal  in  its~  preient  ftate,  till'  the  locks 
can  be  cohft.ru6led,  large  mafles  of  earth 
lire  left  to  check  the  rapidity  of  the  water  ; 
Veffels  proceed  to  the  place  where  thefe  are, 
and  the  barrels  of  flour,  and  hogflieads  of 
tobacco,  which  arc  the  principal  articles 
brought  down  the  river,  are  rolled  down  an 
inclined  plane  made  of  wood  (for  this  tem- 
jporary  ufe),  to  veffels  that  wait  for  them 
below. 

The  great  fall  of  the  Potowniack  is 
beautiful,  and  defcrves  to  be  vifited  by  all 
who  arrive  in  this  neighbourhood;  but  if 

the 


the  traveller  has  feen  that  of  Xiarara,  be 
will  not  be  ready  to  compare  any  other  wlzh 
that  fublime  catarad. 

The  fall  of  the  Potowmack  is  about  hall 
a  mile  acrofs ;  it  prefents  a  very  fine  fight ; 
and  the  effed  of  the  rocks,  with  which  the 
country  every-where  abounds^  adds  greatly 
to  its  beauty.  The  inhabitants  of  its  vici- 
nity  employ  fragments, of  thefe  rocks  for  the 
foundation  of  their  houfes,  fbme  of  which 
indeed  are  entirely  built  of  them.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  Potowmack^ .  from  the 
frnallerto  the  great  falls,  the  banks,  though 
not  very  well  cultivated)  are  plcafing,  and 
abound  .with  fine  fituations. 

The  ftate  of  Maryland  is  at  prefcnt  nriak* 
ing  a  road  along  the  banks  of  the  river  from^ 
George-Town  to  the  bridge.  This  read  is 
made  in  a  very  excellent  manner^  and  will 
be  pleafant  when  finifhed ;  it  however  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  little  too  narrow.  Trie 
workmen  employed  in  it  are  paid  eleven 
dollars  per  month  with  their  board;  they 
are  white  men,  and  generally  Iriffimt:;, 
and  .  new.  comers.      Almoft  every   vcar   a 

U  u  2  vcf:cl 


ycffd  filled  with  Irifii*  labourers  arrived  at 
Gebrge-Tbwiu  '  '- 

Bricks  are  made  at '  George-Towa  aiiRt 
Fedferal-CitjTy  and  are  fold  for  fix  dollars  per 
liioufand.  Lime  is  at  prefent  fold  for  fbur 
dollars  per  barrel :  lis  tktie-ftone  is  found  hi 
abundiftxc(^.  It  is  expefied  that  whesk  the  na* 
Ttgatidn  (hiUl  be  entirely  open,  the  price  of 
fiiiie  wifT'Be  reduced  to  dnb  half. 
'  Geprgc-Towa  is  ]  tJle  iiauiity  town  ■  of 
MontTOiqei^  in  M^ffliktkdy "  The  population 
of  this  county  aibouuts  to  eighteen'  thoa&dd 
fiiuls  ;  of  which  there'^  its  *  nore  than  fix 


ibduikhd  Havc^  It  is  ii;][iatateii;  fk>m  ^the 
county  of  Princie  (Jebirge  by  ItbcJt^cretlh 
Thus  alt  the  new  part  of  the  city  belongs 
to  this  latter  county,  and^  by  the  provifions 
of  the  law  relative  to  this  fabjeft,  Will  con* 
linue  to  belong  to  It  till  the  government  of 
the  United  States  iis  adually  eftabliihed  at 
Federal-City. 

MR.  LAW. 


^ 


All  the  time  that  I  paffcd  at  Federal-CitT- 

Ire- 
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I  rciidcd  with  Mn  Law.  Laft  year  he  very 
muah  increafed  hi^  domeftic  felicity  by  mar-* 
rying  an  amiable  woman,  who  unites  ac<« 
compli(hments»  fweetaefs  of  manaer,  au4 
a  charming  %ure,  to  a  (bund  underftanding 
and  all  the  qualities  that  contribute  to  make 
the  married  life  happy. 

I  caartot,  however,  felicitate  Mr.  Law  oa  . 
the  fpeculatton  wh^^h  induced  him  to  pur<* 
chafe  a  number  of  lots. in  this  new  city,  and 
to  chooie  it  for  the  place  of  his  reiidence. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  he  might  have  made 
a  more  prudedtand'  fortunate  ufe  of  the 
great  property  he  amaffed  by  many  years, 
toil  in  Indib.  '  He  .inters  every  day  more 
deeply  into  the,  concerns  of  this  city,  with- 
out being  able  iin^cerely  to  predi^  his  fucce& 
His  fortune  is  fuperior  to  the  greattft  for- 
tunes in  America^  and  he  might  have  lived 
on  his  own  revenues  with  fplendour,  happy 
himielf,  and  making  others  lo.  His  temper 
which  is  (incere,  humane,  and  generous, 
qualiEed  him. for  that  mode  of  life;  not* 
witfatibaading  which,' he  has  wilfully  plunged 
himfclf  into  an  abyfs  of  cares,  and  all  the 
contentions  of  this  diftra^led  city,  which  not 

U  u  3  only 
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only  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  his  fortune, 
but  even  Endanger  if.  He  is  not  himfelf 
very  confident  of  fucccfs;  and  he  is  far  from 
^ing  avaricious;  but  his  ardent  temper  is 
'continuaHy  deceiving  him  concerninjg  the 
iffue  of'  the  unfavourable-  circunvftauGes 
which  he  cannot  overlook  j  and  every  day 
his  obftinacy  on  this  fubjeft  increafes,  con- 
tihually  leading  him  to  new  e^pences  in  this 
vexatious  fpeculation.     I  fear  he  will  not  be 

•  « 

-fb  fortunate  as  he  deftrves  t6  be. 

* 

ALEXANDRIA. 

.   •• 

i 

I  went   by  water  from  Federal-City   to 
•Alexandria,  which  is  a  diftance  only  pf  fix 
<  miles.     The    Potowmack,   the   whole    way 
•  from  one  place  to  the  other,  is  two  miles  in 
breadth  j  and  its  banks  are  well  cultivated, 
and  covered  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
houfes.   ^  The   Maryland   fide   being   more 
elevated  prefents  a  finer  afpe£t.     A  fuccef- 
(ion  of  fmall  hills  and  beautiful  vallies,  inter-  • 
fefted  with  iftreams,  and  having  clumps  of 
trees,  and  even  pleafbre-grounds,  fcattered 
up  and  down,  give  it  a  very  lively  appear- 
ance. 
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ance.     The  oppbfite  fitle  belonging  to  Vir- 
gmia  is  not  abfblutely  flat,  biit  the  ground 
does  not  rife  except' at  a  diftance  from  the 
river,  and  not  in  the- lame  degree  as  on  the 
Maryland  fide.     It  however  docs  not  want' 
profpefts  which  are  charming.     It  is  in  go- 
ing from   Aiexatidria  to  Federal-City  that 
the  traveller  has  the  beft  view  of  this  coun- 
try,  '  The  eye  is  not  loft,  as  in  the  other 
route,  in  the  immqnfe  extent  of  the  Potow- 
mack ;  which,  continually  enlarging,  leaves 
nothing  to  h6  feen  at  length  but  the  hori- 
zon.    In  this  paflage  the  country  clofes  till 
the   profpeft   is   bounded    by   the  chain  of 
mountains  which  form  the  falls  at  fifteen 
miles  diftance ;  and  in  the  intervenmg  fpace, 
the  eye  refts  on  the  floping  ground  deftined 
for  the  (ite  of  Fedcral-Gity,  and  where  al- 
ready there  is  a  fufficient  number  of  houfes 
to  ornament  the  fcene.     The  mountains  on 
the  fide  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which 
decreafe  in  appjeaching  the  Chefapeak,  con- 
iequently  Tife  and  enlarge  on   the  view  in 
proceeding  the  other  way.     The  divifion  of 
the  waters  of  the  Potow mack  and  the  Eaft- 
branch,  made  by  the  point  of  laud  which  is 

U  u  4  the 
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the  fite.  fif.  Fed^r^I-City,.  is  an  objfd  that 
a.Tcfts  the  .attention,  aucj  w^of^  graodmr 
d),du6ls  nothio^  from  its  b^iapty^  It  i$  im^ 
qjacftlQi}a)>]>;  fmong  the  fijppA.yi^ws  that  9fP 
to  be  feei^^  op  ap  y  river..  >  It  does  not,  l^ow*. 
ever,  rpa^.me  forget  thofc  pf  North^Rivfr^ 
10  the  Ai^tc.  of  ^ew-Yoik,  which; in  nay 
opinion  are  even  preferable ;  without  ipeak** 
iqg  of  that  mod  delightfpj  fcenc  of  ri|c  paf^ 
iage  on  that.river  jn  (he  highlaqds. 

This  i$  at  prefent  the  ieaibn  when  ihoals 
of  herrings  appear  on  the  poa^ls  of  Annerica, 
apd  in  tl^e  i;iyer$  comnaunipating  w|th  the 
ica.  I  have  conftantlj  feep:  at  every  creek  a 
number  of  people  employed  in  fiihing  for 
them  with  long  nets,  which  they  drag  for  a 
while  and  then  draw  the  extremities  to« 
gether.  There  is  fcldom  a  draught  at  which 
they  do  not  tal^e  thoufands.  The  greater 
part  of  them  arc  inftantly  cured.  There 
is  an  im.fnenfe  confumption  in  every  part 
of  Ameripa  of  this  Ipecies  of  food.  Frefli 
herrings  fell  here  for  four  dollars  a  thoufand. 
Sturgeon  Is  alfo  very  plentiful  in  the  rivers 
of  this  country,  but  I  do  not  think  1%  is  as 
good  as  the  fturgeon  in  Europe.   Alexandria 

is. 
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Is,  bejoofl  tadl:Qompari{bh,  the  handibinefl; 
town  ip  ^VirgiQia,  and  Indeed  is  among  the 
fineft  of  the  Uilhed. States.  It  ftands  on  a 
imall  plain,  elevated  however  a  few  feet 
abovetbeTiTer,  and  ib^as  not  to  be  Income 
moded  with-  the  waten  This  town,  which 
was  begua  about  thirty  years  fmce,  is  buil^ 
on  a  rcguhftplah.  'Streets  fufficiently  \^ide 
interfedi  ^ach  other  ^ai:  right  angled ;  and 
fpacious  fquares'add  to  its  beauty,  conveni« 
ence  and  "ialabrity;  Airnoft  all  the  htofe^ 
and  wgrehoufes  are  of  brick.  Although  all 
the  buildings  have*  not  an  appearance  of 
magnificence,  alt  are  convenient  and  neat; 
and  the  houfes  are  of  two  (lories.  The 
quays  are  large  and  commodious^. and  extend 
along  the  riVer  every  day. 

This  t6wn  increafes  very  rapidly,  owing 
to  the  flourifiiing  ftate  of  its  commerce, 
which,  no  iioWbt,  will  be^ftill  improved  by 
the  openittg  ^f  the  navigation  of  the  Potow* 

\t  is  maintained  by  many  of  the  iflfhabf- 

tants  of   Federal-City    that   thtf^  quays  of 

• 

AlexandHk  are  not  fo  fafe  for  ihippihg  as 
thofe  of  the  £aft-brahch>  being  more  ex^ 

pofed 


666  TtAtEfiS.TBMVOR    .: 

po(ed  to  fiioals  ofvicic;  aiul^tluct  ibiatt  vef^ 
iekt  ddcendiog  the  Pdtowmacki  aiad  paffing 
through  the  canal^.will' not  tentvre  again 
into  the  Potowmack  as  fsir  as  Alexandria* 
This  opinion  is  not  that  of  the  merchants  of 
Alessandria  i  whc)^-  befidc^  would^  very  little 
raiie  the . price  of. floury: ivliich .boats  would 
bring  down  the  PotoDMnack,  if  they  were 
even  obliged  to  reload  them  in  larger  veflels 
at  thcf:  caaaL  :  Hitherto  they  have  received 
the  pf odvfce  of  the .  Upper  parts  ixf  Virginia 
by  landy  and  the  carts  which  bring  them 
conftantly  arrive  m  great  numbers. 

Alexandria  .  carries  oq;  a  conOant  trade 
with  the  Weft^-India  iflands  ;  and  alfo  (bme 
with  Europe.  The  price  of  flour  here  at 
prefent  is  fix  dollars  and  a  half  per  barrel. 
The  population  of  this  town  amounts  to 
nearly  five  thoufand  fouls,  of  which  there 
are  about  eight  hundred  black  flayes.  It  is 
iituated  at  the  didance  of  a  hundred  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Potowmack,  in  the 
bay  of;  Chefapeak. 

The  value  of  the  exportation  of  Alexan- 
dria amounted^  in  I7gi  to  381,242  dollars; 
in  1792,  to  535,592  dollars;  in  1798»  to 

812,889 
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812,889  dollars;  in  1795,  to  948,460  dol- 
lars; and  in  179 6>  to  Vnore  than  1,100,000 
dollars.  •    '  '^  '*' 

There  is  a  bank  at  Alexandria,  and  it  is 
the  only  one  in  Virginia.  It  was  eftabliflied 
inDecember  1792  by'an-adt  of  the  legifla- 
turc.  Its  original  capital  was  15 0,000  dol- 
lars, di>/ided  into  7S6  (hares,  of  200  dollars 
»  •  -  .      . 

each.  By  a  law  p4ffed  in  December  1795 
it  was  authorized  to  augment  its  capital  by 
the  addition  of  350,ooo  dollars,  divided  into 
1750  new  fliarcs. 

,  This  bank,  which  was  eftabliflied  on  the 
lame  principles,  and  for  the  fame  purpbfe, 
as  all  the  other  banks  of  America,  makes  a 
dividend  from  four  and  a  half  to  five  per 
cent  half-ytarly.  It  ilfues  notes  to  the  value 
of  a  dollar,  which  are  current  throughout 
all  Virginia,  at  George-Town,  and  even  for 
the  m6ft  part  in  Maryland. 

The  eftablifliment  of  a  bank  at  Richmond 
was  authorized  by  the  legiflature  of  Virginia 
in -December  1792;  ■  Its  capital  was  to  con- 
fift  of  400,000  dollars,  in  fliares  of  2oe  dol- 
lars each ;  but  the  fubfcriptions  not  filling,  it 
does  not  exift. 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY  FROM  FJSPERAL-CITY  TO 

BALTIMORE 

#  ■ 

The  country  from  FiedqraWCitgf,  to  Bla« 
deofburg  i»  bcaotiful ;  that  is  to  fay,  nature 
dcfignied  it  to  be  fucb^  by  tbe  form,  and 
multiplicity  of  the  fmall  hills  with  which  it 
is  covered.  The  ground  is  poor,,  and  as  iU 
'cultivated  as  in  moft  other  places*  Biadenf^ 
burg  is  a  fmall  village  decently  built,  where 
there  is  a  place  for  infpediug  of  td>acco» 
little  ufed  at  prefent ;  and  a  fchool  of  con- 
fidjcrable  reputation  in  the  country.  Bla-* 
denfburg  is  (ituatcd  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
£aft«>branch»  at  the  fpot  where  it  begins  to 
be  i>avigable.  Not  far  from  one  of  the 
ftreams  which  faM  into  that  river  is  a  fine 
ipring  of  mineral  water,  which  is  feparated 
from  the  bed  of  the  ftream  only  by  a  flip  of 
land  four  or  five  feet  in  breadth. 

From  Bladenfburg  to  Baltimore  the  coun- 
try is  every-where  hilly,  and  often  not 
unpleafing  to  the  fight.  It  is  filled  with 
woods,  but  6f  a  very  fmall  kind ;  and  which 
is  permitted  to  remain  only   for   want  of 

hands 


hands  to  clear  the  ground^  or  rather  for 
want  of  carpttak  to  enable  the  proprietors  to 
employ  the  negroes  on  it. 

It  is  fakl  that  the  ground  is  better  at  fome 
miles*  diilahce  from  the  roj^d«  At  VknviUe 
the  price  of  land  is  from  fix  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  acre.  It  ppoduces.  from  feven  to 
eight  bufliels  of  corn.;  from  twelve  to  fifteen^ 
of  Indian  wheat  i  from  ten  to  twelve^  of 
barley  y  and  twenty  of  oats,  becaufe  this  laft 
kinddf  grain  is  fbwii  on  the  beft  landr  I 
received  fimilar  information  at  Spurries, 
twenty-five  miles  farther  ,on. 

At  eight  or  ten^iniles  from  Vanville  i 
pafled^  the  two  branches  of  the  Potukerlt^ 
which  are  there  vtty  narrow,  and  over 
which  are  thrown  •  wooden  bridges^  thr 
worft  and  moft  dangerous  I  ever  faw.  The 
wefterti  branch  feparates  the  county  of 
Prince  George  from  that  df  Ami  Arundel^ 
Not  far  from  thefe  two  ftreams  are  the  iron* 
works^  of  Snowden^  and  a  fiitting-milL  The 
country  abounds  with  ores^  which  is  found 
on  the  ^rface^  as  well  as  in  the  boweb  of 
the  earth,  and  in  all  the  ftreams*  The  Pa-- 
tfcffi^p  Which  lies  betwe^ii  ^purries  h^kI  Bat* 

timore^ 


timore^'  at  eight  miles  from  the!  lafl:  placed 
is  oot  more  tbaa  tbiity  tttfes  lin  to  ^I 

palled  it  in  an  exccUcnb  fefrj-hoat^Mi^icbis 
dragged  over  by  d:ie:iidp;of  a. rope.  ".  At  this 
fmy  the  Patapiko  ceafes  to  be  navigable} 
and  here>  coniequently^  according  to  the 
cuflom  of  the.  country ^  there  is  a  place  for 
the  infpefiiba.of  tob^cco^  It  haj&  a  fmall 
village  built  around  it^  swhich  is  called  £/i* 

It  is  on  the  P^itej^  that  Baljdnfore  is 
built^  or  rather  on.  an  < arm  of  that  river. 
The  mouth  of  the  faarboiir  is.  not  more  thaa 
two:  hundred  toiies .  :acro&,  .and!  is.  confe- 
quently  eafy  to  defend.  ■  A  fort  is  erected  <m 
a  fmall  eminence  at  the  point  of  land  which 
fcparatcs  the  harbour-  from  the  river.  ;  It  i^, 
like  all  works  of  the  kind  in  America^ 
poorly  conftruded ;  but  a  little  labour  and 
.cxpcncA  WQyid  render  it. what  it  ought  to  be* 

BALTIMORE.      . 


• .  .  .\ 


..  I  fovnd  Baltimore  larger  than  when  I  was 

Jiere  la/t  year.;  .Seycrail. -quays  wjbich.wer^ 

only  begun, ^ and  Sofs^; j^y^a  -no  more  than 

•:.  projededy 
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projeded,  were  entirely,  finiflled ;  and  large 
and  handfonie  warehoufes  of  brick  entirely 
built  from  the  ground.  la  every  quarter  elf 
the  town  building?  increase j; ^ find  there. ia^an 
air  of  bufinefs  and  plepty^. throughout  the 
whole.  ,;  .•)  :(.. 

There  are  no  Vjeffels;  built  atipxeient  at 
Baltimore,  for  the  facne  reafons  that  put  a 
flop  to  the  building  of  yeirelsin  pther  parts 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Baltimore  ha»» 
notwithftanding,  Joft  in  the  courfe  of  .  the 
year  a  great  many  (hips  at  iea.  This  port 
continues  to  trade  to  the  Weft- Indies ;  and 
fome  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  that 
Commerce  have  not  be^i  unfucce&fuL 

llie  value  pf  the  exports  of  Baltimore  in 
1701    amounted  to    1,570,588  dollar?;  ia 
1702,  to    l,84a,225    doUarfj    in.  1703,   to 
^3,084,545    dollars;  in    1704/ to   5,3I2,2P0 
dollars;  in  1795,  to  5,542,051  dollars;  and 
in  l7o6f  to  more  than  8,500,000   dollacSii 
But  that  this  aftonifhing'  increafe  in  the  e^Cr 
portation  of  this  port  may  not  be  exagge- 
rated, the  augmentation  in  the  price  of  the 
prpduce  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  muft  here, 
as  in  every .  oth^r  part  of  America,  be  de* 

du6led 
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4i.D€tcA  horn  tbe  value  of  thc-exports.  Th«r( 
inre  no  mercoatlta  here  urTieb  t»'thofe  6f 
Phibiddlpbiai  ■  Tbfe  fi^uttdii  -lof  thii'  tdwii 
w&:ia  their  kifuiSyr  iMSiif'iii  *fi6t  -only 
Je&  in  individuals,  but  as^  ^eiSM 

I  am  told  tbat  tbe  number  of  corm-miAs 
built  within  teH'-nbites  A)u64  Baltimore  ex- 
ceedifiHty^  ^Sonai  (hat  I  fa^4r  Ifiear  the  to\«1x 
^«sti^  IM  liaiidibmef  tipon-ai  kt^  a  fbale,  i^Ud 
M  eooiplctc  m  any  iit  BrtindyWttvii  /  ' 
-^  There  are  two  banks  at  Baltimore.  Oat 
fi  a;  briMch  of  the  bank  of  the  Umft^  Staters 
th«  other  is  a  iMnk  bcilongifi^  fcr  th(i  town» 

which  was  ihcorporatec}  id  i  70^ »  by  a  &W 
of  this  ftatte,  with  a  capital -of' tiitee  htincJi^ea 
thoufand  dollarsi     The  ftcri^  of  Baltimore 
partake  with  Philadelphia  ih  fupplying  thofe 
of  Kentucky,  the  territory'  of  the  ^eft,  ahd 
Teneflce.      Philadelphia^  however,  'wouM 
not  enter  into  this  competitibh  With  Balti- 
more, were  ftot  its  commerce  triore  cxten- 
five,  and  its  ftock  and  capital- larger,  fo  that 
purchafers  find  a  greater  varJety  of  affort- 
inents  of  every  kind  there.     It  is  faid  alf6 
that  the  fpirituous  liquors  fold  at  Baltimore 
are  more  adulterated  than  even  thoie  fold  by 

the 
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^^  tnfei'chants  of  Philadelphia.  The  mer- 
thants  6f  BaltiAiore  allow  the  traders  of 
Kentucky  froiti  twenty  to  five-and-twenty 
per  cent  profit  oh  their  artidies,  hnd  give  a 
twelvemonth's  Credit. 

Baititxibre,  howeVe'r,  tn^y  expe6l  to  lofe 
fbme  of  the  branches  of  its  cornmercc  frorii 
the  following  caiifes  i 

ift.  The  entire  opfening  of  tlie  iiaviga^ 
tit)n  of  the  Potowmack,  by  briilgiYig  dowA 
the  corn  and  other  produce  of  the  partis 
t)f  Virginia  and  Maryland  Watered  by  that 
river  arrd  others  which  flo\V  into  it,  will 
sive  that  branch  of  Commerce  to  George- 
Town,  Alexandria,  and  Federal-Citv  ;  Bal- 
timore  being  obliged  to  procure  thefe  articles 
by  land  carriage-. 

2d,  A  fcheme  is  undertaken  for  joining 
the  Potowmack  above  Cumberland  with  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Monongahela,  which 
falls  into  the  Ohio';  which,  if  it  fucceed, 
will  take  from  Baltimore  the  mafket  of 
Kentucky,  and  even  of  Pittfburg,  as  articles 
will  then  be  carried  to  thofe  places  by  water 
through  Alexandria  and  George-Town. 

3d,  If  the  Icheme  pf  uniting  the  Chefa- 
VoL.  Ill,  X  X  peak^ 
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peak-bajF  with  the  Delaware-bay  by  a  ca- 
nal paffiug  through  the  eaft  of  Maryland  is 
completed^  which  appears  to  be  probable, 
the  corn  of  that  part  of  the  eaft,  aild  even 
of  the  weft»  which  at  pre&nt  is  carried  to 
Baltimorej^  would  be  carried  to  Philadelphia 
and  Brandywine,  where  they  would  find  an 
ample  market;  and  the  more  fb^  as  flour 
generally  £bUs  at  Philadelphia  for  a  dollar, 
or  a  dollar  and  a  half,  per  barrel  more  than 
at  Baltimore. 

The  merchants  of  Baltimore,  who  are 
aware  of  thefe  confequences>  expe&  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  Sufquehannah  will  be 
made  entirely  navigable  ^  and  in  that  ima^ 
gine  they  will  have  a  complete  compenfa- 
tion.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  they  de- 
ceive themfelves  in  thefe  expeftations ;  for 
the  articles  which  are  brought  down  the 
Sufquehaniiah  will  probably  take  the  route 
of  the  canal  that  will  join  the  two  bays 
when  it  is  finifhed ;  and  as  Philadelphia  is 
extremely  interefled  in  the  completion  of 
that  canaly  it  is  certain  that  the  legiflature 
of  Pennfylvania  will  never  confent  to  the 
works  necefTary  to  render  the  Sufquehannah 

navigable-— 
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navigable— that  rivtt  flowing  chiefly  through 
its  territory — until  the  legiflature  of  Mary- 
land (hall  confent  to  the  opening  of  the  ca- 
nal between  the  two  bays,  which  is  at  pre- 
ient  obftinately  oppofed  by  the  merchants  of 
Baltimore. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  follows,  that 
Baltimore  is  ill  fituated  for  compierce ;  ow- 
ing its  prcfent  fuccefs  merely  to  the  want  of 
other  ports  in  the  Chefapeak,  and  to  the  ob- 
ftrudtions  to  navigation  on  all  the  interior 
rivers. 

The  commerce  of  Baltimore  was  raifed 
from  the  funds  of  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia,  who  in  that  place  faw  a  convenient 
entrcp6t  between  themfelves  and  the  back 
countries.  It  has*  fince  increafed  by  the  capi- 
tab  gained  by  the  merchants,  who  at  firfl: 
were  only  faftors  to  thofe  of  Philadelphia ; 
but  the  dccrcafc  of  its  commerce  is  not 
therefore  the  lefs  probable. 

I  went  to  fee  one  of  the  frigates  of  the 
United  States  here,  and  which  is  one  of 
tboie  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  finiflied: 
Ihe  will  be  launched  in  Auguft.  I  thought 
her  too  much  encumbered  with  wood-work 

X  X  2  within. 
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Within,  but  in  other  refpcfts  flic  is.  a  fine 
veflel,  being  built  of  thofe  beautiful  kinds 
of  wood,  the  ever-green  oak  and  cedar :  Ihc 
is  pierced  for  thirty-fix  guns* 

An  inhabitant  of  Baltimore  has  ereded 
an  obfervatory  on  a  fm^  hUl  on  the  other 
fide  of  the.  port,  from  which,  with  a  tele* 
fcope,  one  fees  to  the  diftance  of  thirty- five 
miles  into  the  bay.  A  flag  is  hoifted  on  the 
obfervatory,  to  announce  the  arrifval  of  vei^ 
fi:ls.  This  little  eftablifliment  is  not  onlj 
very  grateful  to  the  merchants,  but  in  fbme 
degree  uleful,  and  is  akeady  encouraged 
with  many  fubfcriptions. 

A  public  library  is  crcding  by  fiibfcription 
at  Baltimore  :  two  thouiand  volumes,  fbme 
good  and  fome  bad,  are  already  collected  for 
it.  This  is  the  only  public  library  through- 
out Maryland. 

Baltimore  has  afforded  great  afiiflance  to 
the  unfortunate  Frenchmen  who  fled  from 
the  difaflrous  flate  of  St.  Domingo ;  in- 
dividuals having  confiderably  added  by  fub- 
icriptions  to  the  donations  made  by  the  legL« 
flature  of  the  flate. 

BUSH- 
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BUSH-TOWN. 

The  ground  between  Baltimore  and  Bufli-^ 
Town  is  ftill  wbrfe,  if  poffifcle,  than  that 
between  Federal-City  and  Baltimore  :  the 
Heflian  fly,  which  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
towtt  attacks  the  corn  very  little,  lays  it 
wafte  in  this  quarter?  vtxy  little  corn  is 
therefore  fown.  Small  grain,  Indian  wheat, 
and  pafture,  includes  the  husbandry  of  the 
country.  It  is  befide  very  much  filled  with 
woods  of  a  very  ufelcfs  kind,  and  very  mean 
appearance.  , 

•  At  fifteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  at  a  place 
where  I  breakfafted  with  a  farmer  named, 
Webjier^  land  fells  from  eight  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars per  acre  ;  there  is  very  little  that  ex- 
ceeds this  price,  and  this  is  pafture-ground, 
improved  by  fome  years  manuring,  Web- 
fler  ha[8  a  fmall  flock  of  fheep,  whofe  wool 
he  fells,  partly  to  neighbouring  farmers,  and 
partly  to  the  hatters  of  Baltimore,  at  four 
ihillings  per  pound.  His  houfe  {lands  at  a 
tittle  diftance  from  Bird-Rher,  which  ap- 

X  X  3  pears 
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pears  to  be  rather  an  arm  of  the  bay  than  a 
river. 

A  mill  not  far  from  Webfter's  houfc 
grinds  the  little  corn  that  is  grown  ia  this 
part ;  and  the  flour  is  fent  to  Baltimore. 

Bird-River  is  navigable  for  fmall  veflels 
to  a  place  about  a  mile  from  Wcbfter's 
houfe  [  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above 
which  it  is  not  more  than  four  toifes  in 
breadth,  and  is  eafily  forded.  This  is  a 
lifual  cafe  with  the  feveral  creeks  and  rivers 
of  the  country,  and  ihey  are  very  numerous. 
2  pafled  the  Long-Cane,  or  Great  Gunpowder , 
where  there  was  water  enough  at  that  time 
to  reach  the  girth  of  my  horfe  ;  the  Utile 
Gunpowder^  which  I  pafled  on  a  very  mife* 
rable  wooden  bridge  ;  this  river  fupplics 
ibme  iron-works  and  flitting-mills,  known 
by  the  name  of  Onion' s-works;  the  JVinter's- 
Run,  a  fmafl  creek  ;  and  the  BuJh'River\ 
which,  like  Bird-River,,  is  only  four  toifes 
acrofs,  and  is  not  more  than  a  foot  in  depth, 
at  a  place  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  fpot  where  it  is  twelve  feet  in 
depth,  and  a  mile  in  breadth. .  There  js  a 
handibme 
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haiidfome  and  large  corn « mill  on  Bu/b* 
River  J  to  which  corn  is  brought  from  a 
great  diflance,  the  proprietors  being  rich  and 
adiivc.     The  flour  is  fent  to  Baltimore. 

The  Lit  tie  Gunpovider  creek  feparates  the 
county  of  Baltimore  from  that  of  Hartford. 
The  county  of  Baltimore,  exclufive  of  the 
city,  contains  twenty-five  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, of whichten  thou{a«id are flaves.  The^ 
population  of  the  town  of  Baltimore  amounts 
to  fifteen  thoufand  white  men,  and  from  fix 
to  feven  thoufand  (laves. 

This  road  has  a  mournful  appearance, 
and  is  very  thinly  inhabited.  The  road  is 
tolerably  good  for  a  horfe ;  but  almoft 
impaffablc  for  carriages.  Notwithftanding 
which,  there  are  four  flages  that  pafs  it 
every  day ;  and  it  lies  between  two  of  the 
mod  confiderable  places  for  trade  in  Ame- 
rica. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  before  I  ar- 
rived at  Bufli-Town  I  paffed  through  Abing^ 
tofiy  a  fmall  and  poor  village,  which  is  re- 
markable for  nothing  but  for  the  remains  of 
a  very  handfome  college,  built  by  the  Me- 
thodifts,  and  which  was  burned  down  about 

X  X  4  two 
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two  yearn  fince.     It  is  afiferted  here,  liiat 
this  fire  was  occafioDed  wilfully ;  and  whca 
it  is  known  that  the  Metbodifis,  as  well  as 
the  Quakers,  exhort  to  the  emancipatioo  of 
the  flaves,  we  cannot  be  iurprized  that  they 
fhould  be  hated  and  per  (ecu  ted  in  a  country 
where  the  inhabitants  are  attached,  to  the 
iy-ftem  of  keeping  flaves,  by  their  edncatioDs 
habits,  and  a  narrow  view  of  their  intercfts^ 
'  It  muft  be  allowed  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  enthuriafm  among  the  Methcxiifb ;  and 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  are  too 
general  in  their  plans  for  the  abolitioQ  of 
fiaverv,   even  to  guard  fiifficiently  the  in* 
terefls   of  the   (laves  themlelves.   .  Nor  are 
they  very  dilcreet  in   their  lermons.     But 
from  all  I  have  been  able  to  gather  con- 
cernlug  this  led,  1  am  perl'uadcd  it  includes 
many  v^orthy  and  virtuous  men,  and  eveu 
many  men  of  talents.     None  of  the  Me- 
thodhbs  pollels  fiavci.      Many  before  thcv 
were  of  that  perl'uaiion  were  proprietors  of 
flavcs,  and  freed  them.     There  have   bceu 
ionic  who   have   frejj   three  handred  ne- 
groes at  a  time  ;    bindiag   the  children  to 
malcers^  with  the  ccnditica  cf  their  teach- 
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lug  them  to  read,  write   and   cypher,  an4 
of  their  Derving  only  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
fir  twenty,  when  thipy  were  to  be  entirely  at 
their  own  difpofal.     Bufli-Town  is*  in  the 
county  of  Hartford,  which  contains  fifteen 
thoiifand  inhabitants,  five  thoufand^of  which 
;are  (laves.     Be/air.  has  been  the  county  town 
of  Hartford  for  fome  years  paft,  but  hitherto, 
contains  only  the  townrhoufe,  a  prifbn,  and 
a  fmall  number  of  wpoden  houfes*     It  wa$ 
ma(}e  the  county  town  for  its  central  fitua- 
tion,     Bufli-Town  was  formerly  the  county 
(own,. and  was  at  that  time  called  Hart- 
ford. 

JOURNEY  FROM  BUSH-TOWN  TO 
HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 

Thp  country  tiU  I  reached  the  Sufque^ 
hannah  was  of  (he  fam?  Wit\d  as  that  through 
whicla  L  jiad  already  paffed.  In  traveUiag 
twelve  mi)eS|  I  di4  npt  fee  more,  than  four 
Jioufes  that  were  nqt  miferablc  huts;  an4 
yet  the  farms  are  tc^lerably  large,  the  ground 
being  partly  fown  with  Indian  corn,  aqd  the 
remainder  immenfe  fields  very  rarely  mv 

0 

{)U)'^d,     The  land  is  in  general  fandy  and 

popr, 
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poor.  From  ten  to  twelve  bufliels  of  Indiaa 
wheat  per  acre  is  the  ufual  produce^  and 
from  five  to  fix  of  corn  (where  that  is  fbwn), 
when  the  Hefiian  fly  does  not  infeft  -  the 
grain,  it  being  as  common  in  this  part 
of  Maryland  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Cheiapeak.  Some  meadows,  efpecially  thoie 
that  lie  nearefl  die  bay,  yield  forty  hun- 
dred weight  of  hay  per  acre.  There  is  ibme 
ground  to  be  met  with  fuperior  in  qnalitj, 
the  produce  of  which  is  a  third  more  than 
what  I  have  named. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  journey,  I 
found  that  lands  generally  fell  as  at  Bu(h« 
Town,  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 
Near  the  Sufquehannah  feme  rich  meadows 
fell  for  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre. 

The  rain  which  fell  inccffantly  for  two 
days,  and  detained  me  at  Bufli-Town,  fwclU 
ed  the  creeks  fo  much,  that  at  many  places 
we  pafled,  where  the  water  is  generally  no 
more  than  four  or  five  inches  in  depth,  it 
was  then  more  than  four  feet.  The  ftage 
that  goes  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti* 
more  was  compelled  to  remain  four-and- 
t^^enty  hours  at  Bufti^Town  ;  the  Winter's^ 

Run, 
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Ruf2j  which  is  ufually  no  more  thaii  tWo  feet 
in  depth,  having  rifen  to  fifteen  feet,'^nd 
there  being  no  bridge  over  that  river* 

The  Swan-river  is  the  only  one  of  any 
confequence  between  Bufli-Town  an^  the 
Sufquehannah.  It  is  of  the  fame  kind  as 
the  reft ;  that  is  to  iay,  very  narrow  at  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fpot  where  it  is 
two  or  three  miles  acrofs. 

The  land  is  tolerably  good  in  the  bot« 
toms,  and  is  ibid  for  thirty^four  dollars  per 
acre;  that  on  the  heights  fells  only  for  ten 
and  twelve  dollars  per  acre.  The  wages  of 
labourers  are  from  eight  to  nine  dollars  per 
month,  for  the  fummer  feafon,  or  nhicty^ 
two  dollars  by  the  year ;  and  three  Shillings 
and  nine  pence  per  day  when  there  is  no- 
thing particular  to  do,  and  a  dollar  and  a 
half  in  harveft-time*  They  make  a  de- 
mand  of  half  a  dollar  extraordinary  fyt 
mowing. 

HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 

A  fisw  houfes  that  ftand  together  on  the 
weft  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  beaj|the 

name 
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name  of  Havre'^e-Grace.  ,A  cotppany  con- 
fifting  of  eight  perfons  projeded  the  efta* 
blifhmeixt  of.  a  town  there.  A.  plan  was 
drawn  out,  the. ground  was  mcafured  and 
bounded,  and  the  ftreets  laid  out  The  fite 
included  a  thoufaud  acres,  divided  into  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  lots  of  houfes.  The 
projeftors  already  enjoyed  their  town  com* 
pletcd  in  imagination  ;  or  affected  to  do  £b. 
Their  rwfons  for  fuppofing  it  would  be  peo- 
pled with  rapidity  were  the  following  : 

ift.  That  the  produce  of  the  Sufquehan- 
nah» .navigable  in  both  it?  branches  for  three 
hundred. miles  above. Havrc*de-Gracc,  could 
have  no  other  outlet,  at  leaft  for  timber^ 
which  abounds  along  its  banks  as  well 
as  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  that  fall 
into  it. 

2d,  That  Chefapeak-bay,  which  com- 
mences at  this  fpot,  has  at  that  place  four- 
teen feet  water  without  a  rock  or  fandr^bank 
beneath  it ;  and  that,  therefore,  vefTels  of  a 
conlidcrable  burthen  might  there  eafily  take 
in  fuch  articles  as  could  not  venture  into  the 
bay  in  the  Imall  craft  that  brings  them  dowu 
the  river. 

3d,  Th^t 
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3d,  That  the  road  of  Havre -de-Grace, 
being  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  lies 
upon  the  bay,  would  be  fecured  from  the 
Ihoals  of  ice,  and  in  other  refpe6ts  perfeftly 

fafe.  • 

Thus  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  of  this 
new  city  imagined  that  the  commerce  of 
Baltimore,  and  even  that  of  Philadelphia, 
would' in  part  be  transferred  to  Havre-de- 
Grace, 

The  navigation  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
however,  although  practicable,  with  great 
care,  for  fmall  veffels  and  timber  rafts,  is 
not  without  danger,  and  does  not  admit  of 
any  larger  vefiels.*  It  flows  through  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  except  for  the  lafl: 
twenty  ndiles  of  its  courfe  :  ^nd  as  the  legi- 
flature  of  Pennfylvania  entertains  the  pro- 
jeft  of  jdining  the  Sufquehannah  and  the 
Schuylkill,  by  a  canal  which  is  already  be- 
gun at  Sweetara  ;  and  as  this  plan  has  no 
other  iritehtion  than  to  give  Philadelphia 
the  means  of  receiving  diredly  the  cora 
that  the  Sufquehannah  brings  as  far  asMid- 
dleton;  it  is  to  be  expe6led  that  even  if  this 
Canal ' lis  n^t  completed  (which  the  inhabi- 
i*  ■  tants 
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tants  of  Havre*de-Grace  believe  to  he  itCL^ 
pradicable),  the  iiztc  of  Pennfylvania  wiU 
never  employ  funds  to  facilitate  a  naviga* 
tjon  the  profit  of  which  will  wholly  belong 
to  a  neighbouring  ftate«  The  depth  of  the 
eanal  that  comes  up  to  Havre-*de*Grace  is 
not,  even  below  Point'^Concord^  coqfiderable 
enough  to  admit  veflels  of  great  burthen  i 
and  confequently  not  direSly  to  carry  on 
foreign  commerce  with  advantage.^  I  take 
this  projedl  therefore  to  be  another  dream, 
at  leaft  as  to  tlie  extent  given  to  it.  Thit 
town,  which  may  very  well  become  an  eQ« 
trepdt,  where  the  merchants  of  PhiladeU 
phia  and  Baltimore  may  eftabli(h  agents, 
does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  for  any 
higher  deftiny.  Pamphlets  are  however  cir- 
culated to  praife  the  advantages  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  and  confequently  to  atrad  adventurers. 
The  company  have  fent  an  agent  to  Europe 
to  fell  their  lots,  the  price  of  which  is  froni 
a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  their  fituations.  Notwith^nd* 
ing  the  aftivity  of  thefe  meafures,  and  even 
the  probability  that  this  place  will  become 
an  entrep6t,  I  am  perfuaded  the  tenth  part 

of 
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of  the  fite  of  Havre-de-Grace  will  never  b& 
covered  with  houfes;  or,  to  fay  the  leaft, 
not  for  a  great  number  of  years.  Many  peo- 
ple aiTert  that  the  fituation  is  far  from  being 
heahhy.  ^ 

There  are  obftru6lions  in  the  navigation 
of  the  Sufquehannah  eight  miles  above  Ha« 
vre-de- Grace,  and  within  the  territory  of 
the  ftate  of  Maryland.  A  canal  which  will 
remedy  the  evil  is  almoft  finifhed.  The 
fundi?  for  defraying  the  expences  of  this  ca* 
hal  were  raifed  by  fubicriptions  of  indivi* 
duals  and  the  ilate  of  Maryland.  The  tide 
flows  fix  miles  above  Havre-de-Grace ;  and 
herrings  abound  there  asin  the  Potowmack. 
There  are  ten  different  fifheries  eflablifhed 
within  that  fpace  on  the  wefl  baoks  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  where  the  fhpals  are  the 
greatefl ;  and  five  on  the  other  fide*  The 
herrings  are  taken  in  large  nets,  from  ^ 
hundred  and  eighty  to  t>yo  hundred  fa- 
thoms in  length,  aod  from  four  to  fix  fa<- 
thorns  in  breadth*  Thei  nets  are  fprea4 
acrofs  the  river  >^y  boats,  a  rope  at  one  end 
being  faflene4  to  the  fhore,  and  the  other 
end  conveyed  by  the  boat  to  a  certain  dit* 

tance  j 
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tance ;  and  they  are  dirawn  by  the  help  of 
a  capftan.  Thete  is  ho  other  fi(h  here  bvit 
herrings  and  fhad-fifli ;  and  the  latter  art 
found  in  very  fmall  quantities.  The  mo** 
ment  the  herrings  are  taken,  they  are 
thrown  into  krge  calks  with  fait.  The 
fifhermen  do  not  clean  them,  nor  take  oft" 
the  heads,  as  on  the  Potowmack.  Having 
been  left  five  days  in  thefe  cafks,  they  are 
taken  out,  and  packed  in  barrels,  which  at 
each  end  have  a  layer  of  fait ;  and  then  they 
are  fit  for  falc.  The  fiflieries,  the  curing 
the  herring,  and  the  packing  them  in  bar- 
rels, employ  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  men  in 
each  filhery,  who  have  each  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  with  their  provifions.  Every 
barrel  contains  about  five  hundred  herrinffs, 
and  requires  a  bufhel  and  a  half  of  fait, 
which  cofis  five  (hillings  per  bufhel ;  the 
barrel  itfelf  cofls  five  fhillings  and  fix  pence: 
the  nets  laft  three  or  four  fcafons,  and  coil 
from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, according  to  their  dimenfions.  That 
part  of  the  river  where  the  fifhery  is  efla* 
blifiied  is  taken  of  the  proprictorof  the  ad- 
joining land  5  and  from  thirty  to  fifty  dollars 

annually 
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annually  are  paid  feu:  a  fifliery,  according  to 
its  (ituation  ;  for  the  difference  of  a  point  in 
the  land,  or  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  current 
to  the  ihore,  makes  a  great  difference  in  th^ 
fize  and  quantity  of  the  Ihoals.  ^  The  feafon 
for  fifliing  continues  five  or  fix  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  the  ten  fifheries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Havre^dc-Grace  take  about  12,000 
barrels  of  herrings :  they  are  fent  as  far  as 
Baltimore:  fome  are  fold  frefh  to  the  in* 
habitants,  who  cure  them  themfelves.  A 
barrel  of  cured  herrings  is  fold  for  five  dol- 
lars and  a  half:  frefh  herrings  are  four  doU 
lars  per  thoufahd,  which  is  the  fame  price  as 
on  the  PotQwroack.  Small  veffels  of  about 
forty  tons  carry  the  cured  herrings  to  Baltic 
more  ;  they  art  generally  built  at  Havre-de- 
Grace,  and.coft  twenty  dollars  per  ton  for 
the  hull,  which  makes  them  amount  to 
thirty^five  or  thirty^fix  dollars  per  ton  when 
they  are  ready  for  fea. 

While  I  was  vifiting  one  of  thefe  filheries 
I  faw  a  net  drawn,  with  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  fi(h  ;  enough,  it  was  computed,  to  fill 
two  hundred  barrels :  the  fifliermcn  calculate 

Vol.  IIL  Y  y  the 
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the  medhim  quantity  of  a  draught  to  be 
about  forty  barrels. 

JOURNEY   FROM    HAVRE-DE-ORACE 

TO  ELK-TOWN. 

I  have  fpokeft  in  my  journal  of  laft  year 
of  (he  beauty  of  the  banks^  of  the  Sofque* 
hairnah  at  its  nMUth  ;  tbefe  batiks  are  lofty, 
diverfified  in  their  appearance^  well  culd^ 
vatcd,  and  covered  with  dwellings.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  th^  pr^peSt  extends  a$ 
far  as  the  fight  dih  i^eath  i  teh  miles  higher 
up,  on  the  fide  ^f  l^hiladdphia,  noble  mouo^ 
tains  of  various  beautiful  forms  bound  the 
profpeft. 

In  this  part  of  the  Sufquehannah  are  im- 
mertfe  flocks  of  wild  ducks,  known  by  the 
name  of  canvas- back  ducks ^  and  are  cfteemed 
delicious  eating.  This  fowl,  which  in  funi« 
mer  haunts  the  more  northern  lakes  of  the 
Continent,  tifits  the  Sufquehannah  towards 
the  month  of  December,  and  remaining  there 
till  the  frofts*  fets  in,  at  that  feafon  proceeds 
to  the  Potowmack  ;  when  the  ice  dilappears. 

It 


KORTR  AUtfltlCA,  CAKADA,  &C.         6£fl 

It  returns  again  to  the  Sufquehannah  for  a 
v^eek  or  two,  and  then  departs  for  its  fum- 
met  haunts. 

Having  crefled  the  Sufquebannah,  I  found 
xiiyfelf  in  the  county  of  Cecil,  through  the 
ibuthem  part  of  which  I  had  travelled  three 
iveeks  before  from  Warwick  to  a  river  called 
the  Sajhfras.  It  was  my  intention  to  pay  a 
•vifit  foi:  la  day  to  Pbilip  Thomas^  one  of  the 
ticneft  proprietors  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
Xtft  *nd  a  partner  in  the  Havre^de-Grace 
trompany.  I  was  even  on  my  road  to  his 
houfe,  whfen  I  learned  that  he  had  been  two 
'days  at  Philadelphia ;  t  therefore  abandoned 
my  de^gn,  and  took  the  road  to  Philadel- 
phia, through  a  cx)untiy  a  little  more  plea- 
sant, better  cultivated,  and  better  inhabited, 
than  that  betweieh  Baltimore  and  the  Sufi 
^uehannah ;  but  by  no  means  either  rich  or 
Weli  pfeopled. 

A  fniall  creek  di^d  Prmttpio,  which  is 
no  moi^  thail  fotilr  toiki  in  breadth  in  one 
fpot,  after  a  fall  among  rocks,  of  about  thirty 
feet,  fpreadg  to  a  Itiile  in  breadth,  and  con- 
tinues to  widen  till  it  falls  into  the  bay. 
Juft  below  this  fell  is  a  cannon  foundery  be- 
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longing  to  Colonel  Touti^  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  Havre-d.e-Grace  company;  this 

*  •  * 

foundery  is  at  prefent  entirely  .employed  in 
calling  cannon  for  the  frigates  building  by 
the   United  States :  a  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  every  twenty  hundred  weight  of 
metal  is  the  price  the  colonel  receives  for  all 
cannon  that  are  proof,  which  amounts  to 
about  three  hundred  dollars  for  a  cannon  of 
twenty-four  pounds  caliben     The  coionel 
procures  his  ore  from  the  neighbourhoojd  of 
the  place  where  Webfter  refides^  at  a  little 
difiance  from  Bird-creek;  it  is  brought  to 
Principio  in  boats.     This  ore.  does  not  yield 
more  when  melted   than  two   fifths  of  its 
weight  of  iron ;  and  the  metal,  on  the  mere 
infpedlion  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
good.     The  great  number  of  cannon  that 
burft  in  the  proof,   with  the  fragments   of 
which  the  grouqd  is  covered,  confirmed  mc 
in  this  opinion :  the  cannons  however  appear 
to  be  cafl  with  confiderable  IkiU,  and  great 
care. 

.  This  is  the  fecond  cannon  foundery  in  the 
United  States :  there Js,  as  1  have  faid  be- 
fore, another  fituated  in  the  flate  of  Rhode- 

Ifland 
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Ifland :  and  thefe  are  the  only  ones.  They 
have  been  eftabliihed  by  French  founders, 
fent  by  the  French  government  for  that  pur- 
poie  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago:  thus,  for 
every  thing  that  contributes  to  their  fafety, 
the  United  States  are  indebted  to  France* 

Colonel  Youth's  foundery  confifts  of  a 
furnace  with  bellows,  and  a  reverberating 
one.  When  he  is  not  employed  in  caft- 
ing  cannon  he  manufaftures  pots,  chimney 
backs,  and  other  large  works.  The  number 
of  workmen  a:  prefent  amounts  to  fifty,  who 
are  paid  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  a  month. 

The  view  of  tlie  fall  is  extremely  piftu- 
refque  and  beautiful.  The  fmail  veflels  of 
from  forty  to  fifty  tons,  which  bring  the  ore, 
approach  it  within  fifty  fathom. 

From  feveral  elevated  points  of  the  road 
from  Elk-Town  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  may 
be  Icfen:  you  approach  it  even  at  Charles* 
Tou'fij  and  at  Nordwaift,  a  little  village  built 
on  Nor dwaiji' River ;  which,  like  the  others, 
h  only  a  continuation  of  the  bay.  The 
fmall  creeks,  however,  which  we  pafs  at  the 
ford  are  innumerable.  It  is  probable,  that 
in  a  dry  feafon  they  are  not  to  be  perceived, 

Y  y  3  but 
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but  after  the  heavy  rains^  which  have  hSlen 
for  fome  days  paft,  they  are  almoft  all  wide 

and  deep. 

ELK-TOWN. 

t 

This  fmall  town  is  the  capital  of  CcciU 
County,  and  contains  about  100  houfes,  al- 
mofl  all  built  in  one  flreet^  which  leads  to 
Philadelphia. 

Elk-River  is  navigable  only  a  mile  below 
the  town,  a.nd  at  which  point  there  is  alio 
an  aflemblage  of  houfes  and  warehoufes, 
which  may  be  coniidered  as  a  part  of  the 
town. 

Elk-Town  has  a  pretty  good  trade  in  com 
with  Philadelphia,  which  is  brought  par- 
ticularly from  the  eaftern  part  of  Maryland. 
From  Elk-Town  it  is  fent  by  land  to  Chrit- 
tiana-bridge,  a  village  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  miles ;  and  from  thence  conveyed 
on  the  Chriftiana  to  Brandy  wine  and  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  alferted  that  300,000  bufhels 
are  fent  annually  from  Elk-Town  by  this 
route.  The  price  of  carriage  to  Brandy- 
wine  is  nine  pence  per  bufhel,  and  to  Phila- 
delphia eleven  pence  halfpenny. 

One 
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One  of  the  plans  for  joining  the  Chef^- 
peak  and  the  Delaware,  by  inland  naviga- 
tion, is  to  join  the  Elk-River  to  that  pf  the 
-Cbriftiana.  Another  has  for  its  objeft  to 
join  the  Bohemia  to  the  Apoquimim.  A  third 
is  to  make  a  communication  between  the 
river  Chefter  and  Duck-River;  and  the 
fourth  would  join  the  Choptank  to  Jones- 
River.  Each  of  thefe  plans  is  favoured  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  county 
which  it  fwould  paf^  through* 

It  is  aflerted  that  the  ilate  of  Delaware 
oppofes  almoft  all,  becaufe  a  great  number  of 
horfes  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  are  con^ 
'ftantly  and  ufefully  employed  in  carrying 
corn  from  Elk-Town  to  Chriftiana-bridge. 
I  can  hardly  believe  that  fo  trifling  an  in- 
tereft  can  miilead  the  inhabitants,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  legiflature  of  Delaware,  in  oppo- 
iition  to  the  important  interefls  of  jthe  ftate. 

The  commercial  interefls  of  Baltimore, 
a$  I  have  before  faid,  oppofe  this  jundion. 
To  judge  which  pf  thefe  four  plans  ought  to 
be  preferred,  we  ihould  know  the  plan  of 
the  engineers,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  obflacles.     If  the  difficulties  were 

Y  y  4  equal, 
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equal,  that  which  would  join  the  Bohemia 
to  the  Apoquimini  appears  the  beft,  as  being 
higher  in  the  river  Delaware*  The  fcnall 
fpacc  of  ground  to  be  cut  through  to  join 
the  two  rivers  fhould  likewife  be  taken  into 
confideration,  as  rendering  its  execution 
quicker,  and  lefs  expenfive.  As  the  part  to 
be  cut  through  is  entirely  in  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  the  acquiefcence  of  the  legiflature 
of  Maryland  is  unneceffary. 

A  general  obftacle  exifts  againft  all  tbeie 
projedls ; — which  is,  the  difference  in  the 
height  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and 
of  the  Chefapeak. 

This  difference  is  occafioned  by  the  rapid 
influx  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  which,  on 
account  of  the  direftion  of  the  currents,  and 
the  narrownefs  of  the  bafon,  rufhes  with 
more  force  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
than  on  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  mixes  with 
them  fooner,  and  raifes  them  higher ;  whilft 
on  the  other  hand  after  having  pafTed  the 
capes  of  the  Chefapeak,  it  immediately  turns 
into  a  vaft  bafon,  and  thus  lofing  its  force 
renders  the  refl:  of  the  bay  from  two  to  three 
feet  lower  than  the  Delaware. 

But 
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But  this  variation  in  the  height  of  the 
water  of  tliefe  two  bays  might  be  remedied 
by  fluices  at  the  points  where  the  rivers 
would  unite. 

About  a  mile  from  Elk- Town  is  the 
boundary  of  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  De- 
laware. There  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
fbme  meadows,  which  are  kept  in  good  or- 
der ;  fitUated  in  a  good  bottom,  and  fbwed 
with  clover  and  timothy-grafs,  which  yields^  . 
in  two  crops  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
weight  of  hay  an  acre.  Ten  hundred  weight 
of  hay  fells  here  for  fix  dollars  and  a  half. 
Thefe  excellent  meadows  do  not,  however, 
fell  for  more  than  thirty  dollars  per  acre: 
the  price  of  other  land  is  from  ten  to  fifteen 
dollars. 

Labourers  are  paid  here  fix  (hillings  a 
day,  or  eleven  dollars  a  month ;  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  negroes  let  out  by  their 
maflers.  In  harvefi:  time  they  pay  them  a 
dollar  a  day. 

Elk-River  as  well  as  the  other  rivers 
abounds  in  herrings  and  ducks:  this  abun- 
dance is  a  great  refource  for  poor  families, 
who  may  procure  by  their  own  pains,  or  at 

a  very 


UYtrj  lorn  price,  dieir  Ibod  £or  almoft  all 
the  year  in  theib  two  IwCs  of  provifioK 
Some  hogs,  wfaofe  fited  ooAs  dKm  nodiiiii^ 
as  they  let  them  run  in  the.wood^  provide 
the  fdft  s  bat  thcf  cdofequetice  of  thb  cafy 
method  of  procuring  food  in  abondaoce  i^ 
that,  unleis  they  have  the  intention  of  ead^ 
grating,  they  become  indolent.  Three  weeks* 
work  in  harveft  time,  and  the  fide  of  tha 
^docks  which  they  kill,   procure  them   as 
much  money  as  they  want:  one  or  two 
acres  of  maize  whkhthey  cultivate  fumHh 
them  with  bread ;  and  a  great  number  of 
them  are  therefore  idle  all  the  yeap. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MARY- 
LAND. 

All  that  I  have  fecn  of  the  ilate  of  Mary^ 
land— ^and  I  have  travelled  through  the 
greateil  part  of  it  during  this  year  and  the 
laft — induces  me  to  believe  that  its  iituatioa 
in  many  parts  is  inferior  to  ahnoH  all  the 
other  ftates  of  America. 

Slavery,  which  gives  a  very  great  advan* 
tage  to  the  eaftern  ilatcs  over  the  fbuthenu 

la 
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in  rcfpcft  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ground, 
and  fuch  maaufadures  as  the  ftate  of  popu« 
Icfction  in  this  new  world  permits^  produces 
fiill  more  evils  in  Maryland  than  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  as  Maryland  is  lefs  exten* 
five  than  the  three  other  itates^  and  does  not 
produce,  like  theo),  fine  and  rich  crops  of 
rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco :  added  to  which, 
the  number  of  flaves  in  thofe  flates  is  greater 
in  proportion  than  elfewhere.  All  the  land, 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  is  exhaufted  by 
the  crops  of  tobacco  which ,  have  been  con- 
tinually drawn  fiom  it  fince  this  ftate  has 
been  inhabited.  The  impoflibility  of  ob* 
taining  more  crops,  at  leafl  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  land,  has  reduced  the  cultivation 
of  this  plant  to  nothing  ;  and  the  cultivation 
of  maize,  which  is  carried  on  in  thofe  parts 
which  cannot  produce  any  more  tobacco, 
completely  deftroys  them.  The  great  num- 
ber of  (laves,  however,  who  are  to  be  main- 
tained  renders  the  cultivation  in  fbme  de- 
gree indifpenfable ;  and  the  HeHian  fly  with 
which  the  wheat  has  latterly  been  .attacked, 
likewife  encourages  the  cultivation  of  maize : 
the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  very  good  food 

for 
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tor  horfes;  thus  the  advantages  of  its  cti&^ 
nation  indoces  the  [flanter  to  forget  the 
damages  which  it  occafioois  to  *die  foU  al- 
feadjr  ineparably  deftrojred^  fls  well  as  the 
portion  of  labour  which  it  reqotres  from  the 
time  of  lowing  to  that  of  harveft.' 
'  He  {cesp  however,  his  crops  of  maize 
diminifli  annually ;  jtt  his  negroes  muft  be 
provided  with  food ;  and  if  he  feels  the  ne* 
cefiity  of  improving,  his  knd  by  a  proper 
cultivation,  and  particularly  by  manuriog  it 
abundantly,  he  is  prevented  fi>  doing  by  the 
preponderatbg  neceffity  of  providing  food^ 
and  by  the  want  of  die  money  neceflbry  for 
thefc  improvements.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  inhabitant  whofe  exiftence  depends  ou 
his  labour^  blufhes  to  work  as  a  negro.  If  he 
has  a  fmall  property,  which  he  might  by  in- 
duftry  improve,  he  haftens,  as  I  have  before 
obfcrved,  to  difpofe  of  it,  that  he  may  pur- 
chafe  a  fettlement  in  fbme  part  of  the  coun« 
try  where  h^e  may  obtain  it  at  a  low  price, 
and  where,  by  labouring  himfelf,  he  will 
not  be  liable  to  be  confidered  as  an  inferior 
being.  This  property  is  then  bought  by 
ibme  rich  planter,  who  fufiers  it  to  lie  un« 

cultivated^ 
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cultivated^  having  already  more  land  than 
he  can  cultivate.  The  white  who  has  no 
property  labours  until  he  has  iaved  fufficieht 
to  enable  him  to  fettle  ieUjswherey  wiiich  he 
may  foon  accomplifli^  as  he  can  eafily  earn 
from  a  hunclrcd  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  a  year^  befides  his  food.  Some  quit 
the  country  even  before  they  have  faved  any 
property,  and  if  they  are.  good  workmen, 
find  an  opportunity  of  eflablifhihg  tbemfelves 
with  credit  in  a  country  where  their  feel-* 
ings  are  not  cofoflantly  wounded  by  lowering 
themfclves  to  an  equality  with  ilaves.  :  This 
is  precifely  the  flate  of  things  in  the  eafiern 
part  of  Maryland,  and  even  in  fbme  6f  the 
weflern  parts^ 

There  are  a  few  places  in  the  weft  of  this 
ftate  where  it  is  otherwife ;  fuch  as  in  the 
counties  of  Frederick,  Wafhington,  and  the 
Al/ega^Sy  where  the  proportion  of  flaves  is 
very  fmall.  The  land  there  is  fertile,  and 
has  not  yet  been  drained ;  as  they  are  new 
iettlements,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the 
air  will  not  permit  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco. Thefe  three  counties,  where  alfb  the 
climate  h  healthful,  are  peopled  with  emi- 
grants 


j*-^-  * 
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land*    Some  plaiieM.  «ti  bodi  files  of  dbii 

flM0  l«ve  Ittdjr'  b^jlm:  t»  iunwuvc  tiidr 

meadowt,  and  idfi>^to  colthMite  lugs  qaab* 

tkies.of  land.  -Tlwjr  ttanoie'^ift  jgftMUids 

and  thii  6r(l  flep  ibWtfds'  iiiipii0irea&s&t  is 

donbtleft'  uiefel^  4nd  ««H  dofignMi  «s  pM^ 

panitoiy  id  a  mft6'CompUn»  ^AeMi  but 

their  beafts  are  ahMiySy  wintei:  iftd  ^miner, 

in  the  #4)ods,  and  «rt  teaaer  dwn  aitf  I 

liate  Ibeir;  bat  the  nieaM  df  fetfiduag  cbem 

does  nol  iqipear  to  'occn^  tlieir' attentioo* 

nor  do  d)[e3r  take;' any  piifis  to  tfbol^*  even 

at  a  liitute  peried)  tliac  ftoiwigbMlsveiy-*- 

which,  humanitr  and:  totality  bbt  of  the 

queftion^  is  an   infurmountablc  obftacle  to 

the  improvement  of  their  hnd^  and  Con- 

fequentiy  their  fortunes;  and  which  is  a 

fource  of  immikient  danger  t6  themfelves 

and  to  the    general    tranquillity  of  their 

country* 

I  have  faid  thtit  in  Maryland  and  Vir* 
ginia^  and  even  in  Carolina,  tnafty  pknters 
are  convinced  of  thofe  dattgefs,  atid  are  de* 
iirous  of  having  their  fields  cultivated  and 
their  domeftic  fervii^ea  performed  by  fne^ 

mca 
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men  rather  than  by  (laves;  but  this  con- 
viftion  is  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  lead  them 
to  the  refblution,  which  ihould  operate  as.  a 
preliminary  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the  evil. 

There  ar6  publications  even  in  Virginia 
in  favour  of  the  emancipation  of  the  ne- 
groes 5  they  have,  however,  produced  no 
iaiore  ^e6l  there  than  in  thofe  ftates  of  the 
ibuth^  where  the  greiat  fnittiber  of  flavcs  and 
ftciall  proportion '  of  whites  render  every 
meafiire  againft  flavery  extremely  difficult. 

They  talk  here  of  tranfporting  all  the  ne^ 
groes  out  of  the  country  At  once,  either  to 
Africa  or  to  the  ibuthef n  parts  of  America^ 
ifi  order  t6  found  a  colony.  This  it^eafurft 
would  be  {0  full  of  difficulties  in  its  exe*> 
^Ution,  and  would  be  attended  with  fo  many 
tinpleafant  confequetices,  that  it  cannot  pof^ 
fibly  be  carried  into  €^&.  The  plan  is  fup*^ 
pCM*ted  by  the  fear  which  fnanifefis  itfelf  in 
thofe  who  efpoui<^  if»  that  a  mixture  in  the 
blood  would  take  place  if  the  negroes  Were 
^Miandipated,  or  fuffered  to  remain  in  the 
^untry  :  "  in  future  generations,**  fay  they, 
^  there  Wtiuld  not  be  a  countenance  to  be 

fe«tt  without  mort  or  led  qS  the  black  co- 
lour." 
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lour."     This  incoavcnience  would  doubtleis 
be  great  if  it  were  certain ;  but   it  by  no 
means  appears  fo  tq  me :  wife  laws  might 
prevent  this  mixture,  or  render  it  very  rare, 
without  any  further  abridgment  of  the  rights 
of  individuals  than  *is  already  made  by  many 
other  laws,  which,  for  the  good  of  fodety, 
refbrain  the  exercife  of  individual  rights ;  nor 
would  fuch  a  law  he  any  evil  to  the  negro 
race.     Choice   alone  would  for  a  length   of 
time  give  a  decided  fuperiority  to  the  white 
colour,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  blacks ;  and 
the  preference  would  of  itfelf  prevent  mixed 
marriages;  the  law,  therefore,  which  fliould 
enforce  this  preference,  would  be  eafily  car- 
ried into  execution. 

But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  error,  to 
propofe  the  emancipating  all  the  flaves  at  one 
time.  The  refpedt  due  to  the  property  of 
the  mailers  of  thefe  flaves,  hitherto  acknow- 
ledged by  the  law,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  order  in  fociety,  demands  that  this  great 
work  fhould  be  progreflive.  The  objects  of 
a  law  to  free  the  flaves,  are  the  well  being  of 
fociety,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  flaves  them-* 
felves  J  and  if  thefe  are  not  attained,  the  abo- 

litim 
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•  ■    '    .  ■ 

lit'ion  of  the  flave  trade  is '  the  dreain  of*  a 
miftaken  philanthropy.  The  gteat  danger  a 
Have  has  to  encounter  after  his  emancipation 
is,  that  of  not  being  able  to  provide  for  his 
waiitsj  arid  it  is  the  natural  confequence  of 
tne  averfioii  to  labour  contradted  by  every 
flave,  and  the.  habit  he  has  of  feeing  himfelf^ 
fed  and  clothed,  without  directly  occupying 
himfeliP  writh  that  care.  But  w^ould  not  botK 
'  the  danger  to  the  tlaVe,  and  the  *  injury  to 
the  mafler,'be  avoided  by  a  law  with  tticj  fol- 
lowing provifions :  ifl.  To  fix  a  price,  that 
fhould  ht  moderate  arid  equitable,  on  the 
liberty  to  be  given  to  a  flave :  2d,  Tq  en- 
join the  proprietors  of  flaves  to  permit  them 
to  work  two  days  in  each  week  for  their 
own  emolument ;  and  to  furnifh  them  with 
land,  to  raife  crops  that  fhould  be  their  own 
property ;  or  where  the  mafter  fhould  have 
occafion  for  their  labour  on  the  days  fet  afide 
for  their  own  ufc,  to  pay  them  at  the  fame 
rate  as  other  workmen  :  3d,  To  declare 
every  flave,  on  paying  the  price  at  which 
he  is  valued  by  the  law,  infiantly  free :  4th, 
to  declare  all  children  of  flaves,  bom  after 
the  date  of  the  laW,  free;  arid  all  children 
Vol.  IIL  Z  2  exifling 
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odfting  at  the  time  of  the  law^  fince  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one ;  withachuiiey  to  compel 
the  mallen  to  provide  for  the  education  of 
the  btter? 

The  emandpation  of  flares  being  thus 
the  refiik  of  their  own  labour,  thej  will 
in  fome  d^;ree  have  acquired  the  habit  of 
labour ;  and  will  no  longer  be  i&angers, 
as  they  now  are,  to  the  prudence  and 
finrfight  neceflary  to  their  exiftence  ;  nor 
vtill  ibdety  have  any  thing  to  fear  on  that 
fide;^^m  thdr  emancipation*  Being  treat- 
ed as  other  laboiuns,  having  the  privileges 
of  white  men,  what  particular  inducemenr 
can  they  have  to  injure  fociety  ?  I  am  not 
aware  that  I  deceive  myfelf  j  yet  I  believe 
that  a  law  of  this  nature  would  render  the 
emancipation  of  flaves  a  benefit  to  every 
dafs  of  fociety,  eljpecially  in  a  country  where 
the  population  of  white  men  exceeds  that  of 
flaves;  and  I  do  not  think  the  proprietors 
of  flaves  would  have  any  reafon  to  complain 

of  fuch  a  law. 

« 

The  population  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
according  to  a  xetum  made  in  1 790^  amount- 
ed to  319,728  inhabitants  J  of  which  103,036 

were 
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were  flaves.  People  here,  who  are  tHe  beft 
informed,  aflert  that  the  population  of  whitie 
men  is  not  increa&d ;  but  that  the  population 
of  flaves  is^  on  the  contrar}%  greatly  in-* 
creafed. 

It  is  impoflible  to  fee,  without  aftonifh**- 
ment|  and  indeed  fbme  degree  of  indigna-*^ 
tion,  the  ruinous .  flate  of  the  roads  and 
bridges  in  Marylttnd.  In  the  moft  remote 
parts  of  America,  roads  and  baidges  are  not 
vorfe ;  and  ii^d^  in  many  of  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  ace  even  better.  The  negligence 
of  the  government  of  Maryland  in  this  re«- 
{ipe€t  is  an  unpardonable  injury,  not  only  to 
the  convenieQCe,  but  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
public.  The.cwals  feem  to  be  a  little  more 
attended  to ;  at  leaft,  companies  and  indivi- 
duals engaged  in  carrying  them  on  are  more 
favoured  by  the  legiflature.  Belide  whidbi^ 
the  number  of  navigable  rivers  with  which 
Maryland  is  interfe£):ed,  renders  the  carriage 
from  one  to  another  extremely  fhort,  axid 
affords  means  of  lale  for  the  produce  of  this 
date  that  are  at  ojxce  eafy  and  cheap ;  and 
an  improvement  in  the  general  fyftem  of 

Zz  2  culture 
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culture  would  increafe  the  produce  of  this 
ftate  to  an  dtnmeiife  extent 

Maryland  boafts  of  having  a  particular 
fpecies  of  white  com  ;  and  a  particular  kind 
of  tobacco,  known  by  the  name  of  kite-foot ; 
both  of  which  are  originally  natives  of  Ame- 
rica>  and  even  of  that  part  of  this  continent 
which  at  prefent  forms  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land. The  white  com  grows  in  the  more 
fouthem  part  .of  the  eaftem  (ide  of  the  ftate, 
where,  however,  it  degenerates.     The  kite^ 

m 

foot  is  cultivated  not  far  from  the  Potaplko  ; 
and  is  in  great  requeft,  it  is  faid,  in  Eu- 
rope. 

The  religious  fedls  of  Maryland  are  as  nu- 
merous as  in  the  other  ftates  of  the  union. 
There  are  more  Roman  Catholics  in  Mary- 
land than  in  any  other  part  of  America,  the 
firft  fettters  of  this  ftate  being  of  that  per- 
fuafion;  but  the  Prefbyterians,  and  ftill  more 
the  Methodifts,  are  in  greater  numbers.  A 
Roman  Catholic  bifhop  refides  at  Baltimore ; 
in  which  city  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  in 
Prince  George's-Country,  Queen's -County, 
and  Charles's-County,  it  is  that  the  Roman 

Catholics 
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Catholics  abound  moft.  The  Catholic  re- 
ligion is   rigidly  obferved  by  its  profeffors 

here ;  and   makes  very  few  profelytes.     In 

•  • 

general,  the  fpirit  of  religion' is  not  more  pre- 
valent in  Maryland  than  in  any  of  the  other 
ftates.  The  inhabitants  are  mild,  obliging, 
and  hofpitable.  Wherever  a  traveller  goes 
he  is  well  received  ;-  and  is  always  preffed  to 
make  4  longer  Hay  in  every  houfc  h-c  vilits. 
I  have  met  with  many  perfons  of  the  up- 
per clafs  of  excellent  jdifpolitions  ;  and  alfo 
many  of  the  inferior  clafs,  efpecially  in  parts 
remote  fron^  tpwus,  /     ^ 

It  is  afferted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Balti- 
more are  as  felfifh  and  inhofpitable  as  thofe 
of  Philadelphia }.  and  I  think  that  improbably 
the  cafe,  as  the  fame  caufes  every-where  pro- 
duce the.  fame  effedt.  I  cannot,  however, 
fpeak  of  the  truth  of  this  aifertion  from  my 
own  expi2ri-ence ;  and  indeed  I  have  realbn  to 
fpeak  with  ,refpq(3;  qf  aU  thofe  whom  I  had 
9Ccafion  to  vilite  •^'•i  , 

^  The  political  fcntimcntj^  that  prevail  in  the 
upper*  cli^iTes  of  Maryliind  are  in  favour  of 
'y^hat  is  called  federalifmj   but  they   are  by 
flo  jnp^s  violent.  .  The  former  prcfident  of 

Z  ^  3  th 


e 
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die  United  States  is  in  hi^  dKmatifm  kde  i 
BOt^dtftanding  wbich,  the  aj£ts  of  his  id« 
miniftntioa  are  not  isdifcrlounitely  mppto^^ 
ed.  There  we  Ibme  zeakms  pardiaas  €]f  dia 
and-ffderaMs  in  Maryland ;  and  dicy  are  to 
be  met  with  even  among  tlie  merchaats  of 
Baltimore.  But  politicr  do  not  feem  much 
to  occupy  die  country  people  of  this  ftate« 
New^pers  are  neither  fo  many  in  nHmber« 
nor  drcnlated  to  the  fame  estefit|  as  id  Peiin« 

fyh^qia  or  Ncw-Y  odTf 

llETUilN  FROM  EUC.TOWN  TO  PHI. 

hADJbLVHlA.  . 

A  ftorffl  of  radn  and  fnow,  with  violent 
gufts  of  wind,  once  more  detained  me  4 
whole  day  at  an  inn  in  £lk-Tpwn.  I  had 
the  pleafuret  however,  of  paffing  a  part  of  the 
dme  with  Mr«  Philip  Thomas,  whom  I  had 
not  found  at  home  when  I  went  to  pay  him 
a  vifit  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  who 
was  then  returning  from  Philadelphia.  Mr» 
Thomas  is  one  of  thofe  plain  and  kind  peo- 
ple that  a  traveller  is  glad  to  meet  vnth.  I 
took  my  leave  of  him>  with  a  pro(nife  that  I 

would 
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would  pafs  fome  time  at  his  houfe  as  foon  asi 
it  fhould  be  in  my  power ;  and  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  he  was  defirous  of  my  vifit. 

The  country  that  lies  between  Elk-Town 
and  Chrifliana   is  nearly   the  fame  as  that 
through  which  I  pafled  on  my  route  from 
Havre-de-Grace  to  Elk-Town,     Chriftiana-  ^ 
bridge  is  the  only  confiderable  place  pn  this 
road.     It  is  at  this  place  that,  the  corn  that 
comes  by  land-carriage  is  put  on  board  vef- 
fels  for  Philadelphia.     At  the  diflance  of  {ix 
or  feven  miles  is  a  fmall  town  called  New- 
port, fituated  alfo  oh  the  Chriftiana ;  which 
enjoys  a  commerce  of  the  fame  kind,  but  lefg 
^  confiderable,  and  merely  to  fupply  that  part 
^     of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  ,which  lies  nearer 
to  Newport  than  Chriiliana-bridge.     At  five 
miles  further  lies  Wilmington.     There  arc 
fome  parts  of  this  road  running  along  the 
Delaware  and  Chrifliana  (that  falls  into  it 
after  funning  through  a  fmall  plain  tolerably 
well  cultivated),  which  prefent  a  very  fine 
profped. 

Having  in  the  beginning  of  my  account  of 

•     this  part  of  my  journey  fpoken  at  length  of 

Wilmington,  and  the  road  between  that  town 

Z  z  4  and 
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and  Philadelphia,  I  have  not  any  thing  to 
add  on  that  fubjed:,  except  th^t   the   heavy 

•         ■ 

rains  which  had  fallen  for  feveral  days  had 
rendered  thefc  roads,  that  are  always  bad 
enoughj  almoft  impaflable. 

During  this  little  excuriiopi,  I  obferved 
tranfitions  from  cxccfiivc  heat  to  cold,  fome- 
times  vrith  the  interval  of  a  day,  but  very 
often  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  fame  day. 

■  ■  .  -        • 

OBSERVATIONS    RESPECTING    THE 
"  MINERALOGY  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

I 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  I  laid  down  for 
myfelf,  of  concluding  the  account  of  each  of 
my  journeys  with  a  general  outline  of  tlie 
mineralogy  of  the  countries  tlirough  v/hici] 
I  pa  (Ted,  as  far  as  the  little  knowledge  I  havo 
of  that  fubjcft  extends ;  I  have  a  few  words 
to  add  on  that  topic. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Phi!adel})liia  to  the 
fouth  and  weft  prefcnts  the  fame  f^nd  and 
earth  as  on  the  eaft  and  north.  Near  the 
town,  however,  and  on  the  fpot  v/hich  fepr.- 
rates  it  from  the  Shuylkill,  where  that  river 
fidls  into  the  Delaware,  is  found  black  earth 

of 
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of  a  great  depth,  and  covered  with  vegeta- 
tion ;  and  which,  it  is  evident,  has  been  re- 
cently left  by  the  w^ater.     It  has  all  the  cha- 
racter  of  land   perfed:ly    new,    and   as   yet 
fcarcdy  raifcd  from  the  bed  of  the  river.     It 
is  conftantly  moift ;   and  is  frequently  over- 
flowed  by  the  riven     This  land  is  ufed  for 
meadows,  and  is  in  gieat  eftimation.      It  is 
acknowledged,  however,  to  be  extremely  un- 
healthy.    Between  that  and  Wilmington  the 
quality  of  the  ftone  is  quartzofe ;    ochre  is 
alfo  to  be  found  in  an  imperfe£t  ftate ;  and 
iron»ore  is  perceptible  in  moft  of  the  ftones 
that  are  found  on  the  road.     Every  appear- 
^ance  of  the  peninfiila,  that  partly  belongs  to 
^ft^    the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  partly  to  the  eaft- 
ern  fide  of  Maryland,  alfo  proves  that  it  is 
land  left  by  the  v/ater ;  and  that  at  a  period 
not  long  paft :  among  thefe  are  the  quality  of 
me  foil,  its  level,  and  its  conftant  and  ex- 
treme humidity. 

In  this  pait  of  Maryland  there  are  ftw 
ftones  found  on  the  faudv  foil  of  the  coun- 
try.  The  trenching  of  the  ground,  or  fome 
patural  accident,  has  in  places,  ho  we  ver,  thrown 

up 
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up  a  fpccies  of  ftrong  gravel ;  in  odiers  a  foft 
argillaceous  fchiftus,  and  in  others  a  ftonc 
mixed  vnth  iron-ore. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  features  of  this 
peninfula  is,  that  the  rivers  are  divided  by  a 
fucceilion  of  fwamps,  from  v^hich  the  v^ater 
runs  toward  the  Delaware  or  th6  Chefapeak^ 
although  the  ground  does  not  appear  to  the 
eye  to  be  more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the 
country.  There  is  another  fa£t  ft  ill  niore 
extraordinary — the  bufties  and  plants  which 
grow  in  thefe  moraftes  are  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofe  which  are.  found  on  the  higheft 
mountains. 

In  the  weftem  part  of  Maryland,  fmall^ 
round  iron-ftones  are  found  in  confiderable 
quantities.  The  foil  is  for  the  moft  part 
fand,  which  covers  a  compact  clay.  As  one 
approaches  Federal-City  the  country  is  not 
fo  flat,  the  hills  are  more  diverfified,  and  ard 
generally  higher.  On  the  fite  of  Federal- 
City  the  banks  and  beds  of  the  ftream  are 
covered  with  granite,  like  the  borders  of  the 
Potowmack.  The  rocks  that  occafion  the  falls 
of  the  Potowmack  are  free-ftone. 

The 
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The  banks  of  the  Potowmack>  below  the  ^ 
&II89  and  efpecially  from  GeOrge-Town  to  a 
ijpot  near  Alexandria,  exhibit  the  fame  ap- 
pearance of  fucceffive  terraces  as  thofe  ia 
Connie  Aicut,  of  which  I  have  already  ipoken;^ 
but  not  altogether  fo  remarkable.  The  en«* 
virons  of  Alexandria  are  filled  with  beds  of 
large  oyfter-^ihells^  like  thofe  that  are  fo  fire* 
quently  found  in  Lower  Virginia.  Between 
Federal-City  and  Baltimore  the  ground  is  bc^ 
quently  full  of  iron- ore.  Near  the  Snowden^ 
works  are  rocks  among  which  ai^e  fometimes 
found  pieces  of  granite  and  feld^fpath.  In 
die  neighbourhood  of  Baltimore  die  ground 
is  fand  with  clay  \  a!rid  gravel  is  found  con^ 
iiderably  ftrong. 

Between  Baltimore  and  Havte-de-^Gface  is 
found  argillaceous  fchiftus,  and  the  foil  is  of 
clay  and  pf  a  red  colour.  On  the  banks  of 
rivers  and  creeks  and  on  the  fides  of  moun^ 
tains  are  maifes  of  ftone. 
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.  NATURE  OF  TH?.  WOODS.. 

•   •  •    • 

The  woods  in  the  flates  of  Ddaware  and 
Mvyland  produce  no  other  trees  ith^a  thofe 
that  are  found  in  Pe ^fylyania  and  Virginia*. 
Oaks  of  every  ^ejcies  abound, in  them^  many 
of  which  are  large  andcomp^fl  in  the  grain, 
They  are  ufed  in  carpenters*  wpr^K  and  fur- 
oiih  a  great  article  of  exportation.  The  bUck 
walnut-tree,  which  alfQ  abounds  in,  thefa. 
woods,  is  much  ufed  by  cabinet-makers  ;  and 

ifudces. beautiful  furniture.     Every  other :kind. 

1.  • 

of  walnuif-tree  is  found  in  the  pountry,  the 
£^it  of  which^  as  ^ell  as- the  acorn,  feeds,  an 

imiiicnfe  quantity  of  hogs  that  run  in  the 
woods,  the  flcfli  of  whicU  being  faltcd  forms 
one  of  the  moll  important  articles  of  the  ex- 
portation of  thcfc  two.  flates.  The  pyprefs 
and  cedar  cover  the  marfliy  land  ;  where 
they  grow  very  large*  Almoft  ^11  the  diff$:v- 
cnt  kinds  of  wood  that  are  in  great  rcqueft 
in  Europe  are  to  be  found  in  this  latiuide  ; 
but  xnore  efpccially  in  the  weflcrn  part  of 
Maryland.  I  have  in  particular  noticed  the 
tulip-tree,   of  a  great  height   near   Federal- 

Citv  i 
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City  ;  and  remarably  fine  kalmta  laiijlora^ 
from  twenty  to  five-and-twenty  feet  in  height, 
between  Fflleral-City  and  Baltimore.  I  alfo 
faw  fome  of  the  latter  near  the  Potaplko, 
whofe  bloom,  of  a  beautiful  pale  red,  was  be- 
ginning to  appear.  The  wood  of  the  kalntia 
I  have  been  told  is  ufed  for  the  axle-treesi  of 
carts,  for  the  handles  of  tools,  and  all  other^ 
purpofes  for  which  wood  of  the  hardeft  kind 
is  preferred. 
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A. 

ABINGDON,  village  of,  679;  its  college  burnt  down^  ib,; 
fuppofed  wilfully,  680. 
Accidents,  account  of  one  at  Boflon,  349,  350,  5.51  ;  a  conflagra^ 
tion  in  the  woods  near  Kingflon,  which  lafted  many  days,  453. 
Agriculture,  ftatc  o^  in  Norfyjk-county,  24;    in  the  county  of 
.      Princefs  Ann,  ib.  j  at  MonticcUo,  1475  at  Keyffel-town,   i8j5 
at  Charleftown  in  Virginia,  211;  in  Maryland,   243  j  in  the 
townfhip  of  Stonning-town,  271  ;  near  Haverhill,  394;  in  the 
State  of  Maflachufetts,  403  ;  between  Gvdy^s  ferry  and  Chefter, 
484;  at  Dr.  Wartons  farm,  511,  513 ;  at  Colonel  Thylman^ 

Alexandria,  environs  of,  662,  663  j  its  herring  fifliery,  664  j  t^ 
handfomefl  town  in  Virginia,  ib. ;  its  fituation,  665  ;  houfes,  ib. ; 
quays, ib.;  trade, 666;  population, ib. ;  exports, ib.;  bank, 667;  the^ 
only  oue  in  Virginia,  ib. ',  account  of  its  capital  and  dividend^  ib« 

Alleghany-county,  241. 

America,  inconveniences  of  public  carriages  in,  58 ;  remarks  on  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  295,  296,  297 ;  the  bad  flate  of  its 
army  regulations,  469,  470,  471. 

Americans,  their  civilities  to  travellers  in  general,  31,32;  their 
veneration  for  the  French,  57,  130,  609;  author's  opinion  of, 
385 ;  their  inattention   to  obje<Sls    of  great   importance,  467, 

Ames,  Mr.  at  Durham,  character  of,  292. 

Anabaptids  raife  a  colony  at  Rhode-lOand,  279 ;    their  perfecu- 

tions,  301. 
Andover,  townlhip  of,  3^^;  charming  tieadows  and  numenrai, 

herds  of  fine  cattle,  ib.  ^ 

Andrews,  Mr.  mathematical  profelTor  of  the  college  at  Williaoir'^ 

^rg,5J. 

Anecdote  * 
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Anecdote  of  Mr.  Thomaa,  late  Fiuich  conful  at  Baltimore^  2^^. 
Ann  Arundel,  county  of,  585  )  its  jtopulation,  ib. ;  produce,  ib. ; 
iron  foi^,  ib. 

ABn^x)lis,  city  of,  159  j  the  fefidence  of  the  great  officers  of  ftatc  of 
Maryland^  ib. ;  its  public  buildings,  ib«  j  churches,  260  j  iti 
fituation,  579;  formerly  the  principal  city  of  Maryland,  ib. ;  its 
houles,  580  ;  ftate-houfe,  ib.  j  college,  581  j  its  endowment,  ib.j 
population,  ib.  5  fociety  and  hofpitality  of'tbe  city,  582  i  political 
opinions,  583. 

Appomattox-rivcr,  account  of,  107,  rii. 

Arfenals  of  the  United  States,  at  Springfield,  408 ;  at  Wcft-point, 

473- 
Aiigulla,  county  of,  176  3  jvice  of  land,  ib.  j  its  produce,  177* 

B. 

Baltimore,  county  df*,  679  j  its  population,  \\> 

Baltinfore,  environs  of,   154 ;  a  to^n  of  great  trade,   2 j j ;  ittf 
iituation,  ib.  5    houfcs,   ib.  j   churches,   2  j6  5   quays,  670 ;  ex- 
ports, 67 1;  mills,  672;  banks,  ib.  J  til  (ituated  for  commeroe^- 
675  ;  an  (>bf':r\Mtory  and  public  library,  676  j  the  only  one  in 
alt  Mar)'lanvl,  ib.  ;  its  jxjpulation,  679. 

Eanks,  three  at  Bofton,   one  at  Salem,  one  at  Ncwbnry-port,  316, 
317,  jiB;  their  capitals  and  dividend?,  ib.  j  one  at   Hudfon, 
4j5  ;  its  capital,  ib.  >  one  at  Wilmington.  523  j  its  capital,  ib. 
dividend,  5  "4;  one  at  George- to^^*n,  633  ;  its  capital,  ib* ;  two 
at  Baltimore,  672.  ' 

Bellair,  deroription  of,  681  ;  the  county  town  of  Hartford,  ib. 

Bclviderc,  th^  l-jat  of  Colo.icl  Howard,  at  B.dtiiiiore,  defcription  of* 

Berkley -county,  account  of,  209  5  its  population,  2 1 8. 
Bcrmudiis-liundied,  a  aillom-houre  at,  for  Richmond  and  Petcrf- 

burg,  112  j  lituatlon  of,   ib. ;    table  of  its  exports,  117;    re* 

marks  thereon,  118. 
Bethlehem,  tuwnfnip  of,  in  the  Green-mountains,  425. 
Bird  Ordinary,  account  of,  133. 

Blade nfburg,  account  of  the  village  of,  66S  ;  its  fchool,  ib. 
Block-ifland,  276  :  famous  for  chcefe,  ib, 

Blodget, 
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Blodget,  Mr.  of  Philadelphil,  a  large  purchafer  of  lots  at  Federal- 
city,  difpofes  of  them  by  lottery,  627. 

Blue  Mounta^ins,  account  of  the,  175  5  its  inhabitants  moflly 
emigrants  from  Lancafter,  Mar)^land,  or  Reading,  1 76. 

Bogardus,  Mr.  character  of,  439  ;  defcription  of  his  houfe  and  farm, 
*440 }  its  cultivation  and  produce,  44J  -,  a  remarkable  phaeno- 
menon  on  his  eflate,  ib. 

Bohemia-creek,  543. 

Botetourt,  Lord,  former  governor  of  Virginia,  aflatue  cre6led  to  hia 
memory  at  Williamfburg,  46  5  much  disfigured  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, 47. 

Bofton,  port  of,  its  exports,  3123  duties  on  imports,  3145  number 
of  vcflels  at,  ib.;  chara6lcr  of  its  inhabitants,  315  j  remarks  on 
the  prefident's  refignation,  396  -,  on  the  commerce  of  England 
and  America,  398,  399. 

Bourgignon,  Monfieur  PourcherelTe,  his  charadler,  410. 

Brandywine-creek,  account  of,  490.  492. 

Brandywine- river,  defcription  of,  516;  the  houfes  near,  ib.  j  its 
banks,  ib. 

Brandywine])  village  of,  492  ;  famous  for  its  mills,  493  ;  particular 
defcription  of  one,  493,  494 ;  labourers  moflly  Irifli  and 
Engliih,  498  5  a  manufactory  for  printing  Hnens,  501. 

Brentford,  townihip  of,  in  the  county  of  Eflcx,  395  j  famous  for 
its  ihoe  manufactory,  ib. 

Briftol-county,  291 ;  its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Bro  kfield,   townfhip  of,  405  3  great  quantities  of  potatoes  raifed  < 
ptar,  and  many  cattle,  ib. ;  price  of  land  and  produce,  ib. 

Bulh-town,  68 1 J  formerly  the  county  town  of  Hartford,  ib. 

C. 

Canals  between  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  66^  67  5  at  Hadlcy,  4x2; 

to  pin  the  Delaware  with  the  Chefapcak,  5765  of  the  Potow- 

mack  company,  657. 
Caroline-county,  575. 
Carrol,  Mr.  defcriptron  of  his  manfion  near  Ellicot'«  Mill,  251  5  at 

Annapolis,  583. 
Caflle-iiland,  near  Bofton,  its  fortificatlonS|  366. 
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Br.j  boufei,  ^^  i  diiBdi  and  pnfba,  ib. 

litiiimi.  ill  1i"1n,iiW|ilitiii'i]<1iMi  if  3io;  iia  ah»hiiant»,  Jb-x 
katiea  of  had,  si  i  ;  praJaor,  lb. ;  Itlaok,  iU  j  pncc  of 
ciMMioo.  st>»  **«■*««,  ibt 

Zfaii1uti«-vi]k,  Bcnxuit  of,  164. 

Cbeficr,  ctitrf  dtj-  tif  ihi  a»nty  ef  lane  name.  48  j  ;  here  itte  E(ft 
oakMlI  wfeKiUy  «at  bcU,  486  ;  accoant  of  itt  ban&a,  ib.  ;  itiin^ 
ib. ;  jBr^ialrijrn,  487  ;  cultrratMO,  4SS. 

CluAcT.  caicfk^wn  uTthc  comity  at  Kent,  ^48  ;  ddcription  of  )l» 
coHege,  ib.  |  it)  eflabliHunotl,  ib. ;  hauler,  550 ;  cbttrdi,  ib  ^ 
111  Muru  mT  judicMBre  for  t!»£  coaoty,  551  i  maniicr  of  id- 
ninilimn*  jiifike,  ib.  ;  liode  nUbtncs  •wj  frwp»eM,  553  j  iW 
tajlc  siKgna),  ili.  j  aticuMit  cf  'Jie  ■jjiifoe,  55;  ;  poor-hmile  for 
tile  cmmiT,  j59 ;  expoicfs  of  its  bniUiDg,  560  i  filaatiiin  of  the 
town,  5611  its  Ihipping,  ^Oa^maiket,  564;  price  «£  Imife 
reol.  H>. 

CbdWc-rivef,55i. 

ClKvnlin',  Munljeur,  from  Roehcfrm,  accouiU  of  his  aiill  at  Rich- 
mond, 7a  ;  hi*  tenns  for  giin^g,  73. 

Childbearing,  extraordinary  inllance  cf,  490. 

Chriftian-creek,  177. 

Cbriftiana- river,  505 ;  acomnt  of  the  feny  boat  orar,  $36. 

Chrifliana-bridg*,  village  of,  694. 

Ghiircli-hill,  deleriptjonof  the»ilI^eof,  567;  it>  cbuitliea,  ib. 

Cily-potnt,  a.  cuftom  boufe  at,  for  Sidiniond  and  IVteribuig,  112  ^ 
fitiialioaof,  ib.j  table  o£  exports,  117;  T€matksoa  the  £une, 
118. 

Goal  mine,  account  of  Meflrs.  Graham  and  Havan's,  laa. 

Coihliiigton,  Dollar,  his  banlfhment  for  religious  tenets,  379;  pur- 
chalcH  from  the  Indian*  Aquidoeck,  now  called  Rhode  liland^ 
ib. 

Conneft'cut-river,  412  ^account  of  its  falls,  ib. 

Cuohc,  Mr.  >  cuunfellor  at  Annapolis,  charader  of,  fiz. 

Cui'itxiky  mountain  ,  account  of,  341 ;  habitaticm  nor  the,  S43-;. 
Inhubitknts^  ib^i  cultintioo,  34^.  ^  .' 
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Copperas  ftoncs,  large  quantities  of,  at  Roquette,  235. 

Copper  mine,  account  of  a,  near  New- York,  479 ;  its  produce,  iV*  § 

price  of  labour,  480. 
Corlica-creek,  567. 

D. 

Dandridge,  Mr.  a  travelling  companion  of  the  author,  200  ;  fecre* 

tary  to  the  prefident,  ib. ;  his  chara6ler,  2QI. 
Delaware,  ftatfc  of  its  extent,  524  5  hiftory  of,  525  5  its  conftitution, 

526,  527;  population,  528;  militia,  529;  churches,  ib;   ex-* 

ports,  ibj  commerce,  530;  mode  of  taxation,  530,  531,  53* » 

annual  amount  of  taxes,  533  ;  public  debt,  ib. ;  laws  relative  tQ 

flaves,  535  ;  criminal  law,  ib. 
De  Witt,  a  phyfician  at  Kinglton,  defccndant  of  John  De  Witt, 

charaAer  of,  453. 
Dickifon,peneral,  of  WUmington,  his  large  gifl  to  the  cdonifls  fron% 

St.  Domingo,  518. 
Difmal-iwamp,   canal  forming  at,    i^ ;   its  length   twenty-eight 

miles,  ib.  |  fhigments  of  trees  found  under  the  vegetable  earth;, 

234' 
Dixe,  Rev.  Mr.  an  dd  jefuit,  account  of,  601  to  606;  his  optniox) 

of  the  French,  603  ;  his  kindnefs  to  the  author,  606. 
Dollar,  value  of,  in  Virginia,  27  5  in  Maflachufetts,  306. 
Dorcheiler,  county  of,  575  ;  its  produce,  ib. 
Dover  coal  mine,  defcription  of,  122 ;  extent  of  the  farm  attachecj 

to  it  anil  its  purchafe,  124;  foil  moftly  fand-ftone,  235. 
Dover^town  of,  the  ftatof  government  01  the  (late  of  Delaware,  53  j» 
DmnkeonefB,  American  foldiers  much  addi6ted  to,  469. 
Puple&,  Moniicur,  a  French  officer  of  valour,  477. 

E. 

•Eailero-branch,  account  of  the>  610 ;  paffage  over,  612. 

Elizabeth-river,  4 ;  account  of  its  fliip-building,  31  ;  the  viilag*  of^ 
252  ;  its  (ituation,  ib. 

Ellicot*8  mill,  account  of  the  village  of,  252 ;  its  fituation  ib. 

Elkridge-landing,  village  of,  670. 

,©k-t«fwn^  accQunt  of,  694 ;  the  capital  of  Cecil-county,  ib ;  it9 
hoalc«,ib. ;  trade,  ib.  chiefly  in  com,  of  which  great  quanti- 
tki  anliBiit  to  JBiAodywine  and*Philadelphia,  ib. 

:  3A»  ^^''^ 
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Elk  Rmr«  694 }  ibouids  with  hcningi  and  docks,  697* 

Bnncf-iflaiid,  iitiiatioD  of^  8. 

Eolltf ,  Dr.  of  Bolton,  aathdr  s  h^  opinioii  of,  404. 

Eseter,  tkeieat  of  Government  of  New  Hampfliiie,  389  %  itifitna<* 

tion^  lb. ;  honies,  390 ;  popnbtion,  ib* ;  nuDii,  ib. ;  tfd  acadanf ^ 

ib.;  mdbad  of  dcaning  diimoq>ij  391. 

P. 

Fsfettela,  a  marble  buft  cic£ked  to  his  memoiy  in  the  cqHtofiL 

Ridunond,  63 ;  attachment  to  him  genual  in  America,  35^. 

Federal-City,  account  otf^  613;  tta  laws,  614  to  616,  indnfiici 

progrBfs,  617  i  expence«,  618, 619 }  extent  of  its  fite  of  land,  6s2; 

account  of  Us  different  puichafen,  and  terms  of  fn^rment,  ib. ; 

623  ;  tho  difitrent  pniprictofs  bcoome  rivals,  628 ;  aoooont  of  its 

houfes  and  public  buildings,  632;  deCcriplioa  of  the  plan  of  the 

cit7j^34, 635 ;  unfortunate  iituatioa  of  Bfr«  Morrn  and  the  other 

proprieton,  640  ;  enormcus  expence  of  eiettng  the  wii^  of  the 

:    capitol  and  prciideni*s  honfe,  644,  64$  }  anthof^s  reflefidons  on^ 

€45  to  649 ;  its  tradefmen  and  labooiers  refide  moft  aft  Geoige* 

town,  650 ;  prorifions  very  badly  fvumiihed,  ib. 

Feldfpar,  found  near  Noriolk,  234 ;  near  Cheiapeak-bay,  ib. ;  in 

the  Blue  Mountains^  238. 
Fcirs-point,  account  of,  256,  257. 
Fine  on  phydcians  in  Virg^inia  for  inoculating  withoot  pemix£oa 

of  the  jullices,  8o. 
Flour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  27  j  at  York-town,  44 ;  at  Peterfbnrg, 
1093  at  Staunton,  iSo;  at  Strafburg,  198;  at  Ncw-towut  200  9 
near  Poplar  Spring,  249;  at  Annapolis,  259;  at  Philadelphia, 
263  3  at  Haverhill,  ^94 ;  at  Palmer,  406 ;  at  Kinderhook-land- 
ing,  427  ;  at  Alexandria,  666. 
Frederick-county,  population  of,  209,  246. 

Frederic-town,  capital  of  Frederick-county,  244 ;  its  fitoation,  ib. ; 
population,  245  >  trade,  ib. ;  giais  mannfa^iy,  ib.  ^  produce, 
246. 
Frey>  Mr.  a  German,  defcription  of  his  inn,  188  ;  price  and  pnxrhale 
of  his  inn  and  land,  1 89. 

Friih,  John^  a  quaker^  account  f  ibis  fium,  269 ;  quantify  of  cheefe 


ha  makes  and  its  price^  ib. ;  price  of  the  purchafe  of  his  knd^ 
271. 
FuCkchoc -creek,  125. 

O. 

Gaming,  the  ruling  paflion  of  the  Virginians,  77  ;  gaming  tables 
publicly  kept,  particularly  at  Richmond,  ib. ;   the  profeiTion  of 
bank  holders  envied  becaufe  profitable,  78  ;  bloodlhed  frequently 
cnfues,  ib. 
George-town,  account  of,  629 ;  its  port  and  commerce,  ib. ;  moll 
of  the  tradefmen  and  labourers  of  Federal-city  refide  here,  650 ; 
its  fituation,  652  ;  exports,  ib.  j  bank,  653  ;  college,  656  5  price 
of  bricks  and  lime,  ^60  j  the  countv  town  of  INIontgomer}'  in 
Maryland,  ib. 
Gilpin,  Mr.  a  refpe^blc  merchant  at  Philadelphia,  defcription  of 
his  paper-mill  on    Brandywine-creek,    J04 ;   his    houfe,  505 ; 
method  of  working  his  mill,  and  quantity  made,  506  ;  ^07. 
Goochland  Court-houfe,   12$  ;  defcription  of  a  court  day,  126;  at- 
tachment of  the  inhabitants  to  the  French,  ib.  j  remarks  thereon, 
127. 
Granite,  irregular  mailes  of,  near  Cheihpeak-bay,  1^34.5  flones  of^ 
near  York  and  William(burg,  23  j  j  fragment  of,  at  Dover,  23  5  j 
mailes  of,  very  common  in  the  vicinity  of  the  South  Mountain^, 
1^36  ;  between  Winchefter  and  Harper's-fcny,  237  ;  near  the  Po- 
towmack  river,  651. 
Grant,  Mr,  on  board  his  veflel  the  author  proceeds  froni  Charlcf-^ 

ton  to  Norfolk,  2  ;  particulars  of  the  voyage,  2,  3. 
Cray's-feri)',  defcription  of,  483  ;  its  toU-houfc,  ib. 
Grecnbriar,  account  of  its  fprings,  178  j  degrees  of  heat  of  eachji 

179. 
Guillemard,  Mr.  and  the  author  meet  at  Norfolk,  J5  j  at  Trenton, 

268  ;  he  proceeds  from  Newport  to  Providence  by  land,  275. 
Gunpowder-creek,  679}  feparates  the  counties  of  H:\rtford  and 
Baltimore,  rb. 

JfaAejr,  defcriptioi^  of  the  caaal  at,  412* 


It**^'*pP|  the  iDBttl  nran  Korfblk  to^  ths  vsiBil  oaBnejpuotfmVB^ 


tcOaitjj;  account  of  tbe  Tilbge  of,  36;  bad 

ib.;expofts»  37  ; iuoifiom-lioDle iKMrintedtDNcxiDlkyifai. 
HarperVCeny,  s  tft ;  gianite  faaad  nor,  937. 
Hartfofdi  popnlatioo  of  the  ooun^of,  68i. 
tisreihfll,  cnfiiuM  of,  jfs ;  toatioii  of  dietovi|«  ib.  $  its.fli^ 

haakfing,  393 ;  ihippiiigy  lb.imaaahfBboriBhih.i  poftihtinn,  39^, 
Harre-de^Gnce,  town  of,  683  ;  hs  iitnatk»t  ib^;  icaibna  &r  iop 

po'mg  it  would  ibon  be  peopled,  684,  685  ;  its  fiflieriea»  68fi 

tninner  of  laiting  hcfrinfB,  68& 
He  t^  Mr  obUedor  of  the  cnfloms  at  BennuJ*-hMMifccJj  orCStf 

point,  iT6y  hiftacooantoftfadreiqxxts,  117. 
j^leniy-cape,  7  «  ^  ^"'^  cvcAod  atf,  ib^ 
ll  -ffian  fly,  pcmkiogs  to  wheat,  543  {  particohuljr  on  poor  taS^ 

544  5^*- 
Horfcf,  great  loft  on  thofe  ient  fiooi  ViigiBia  ^^ainft  the  Ficnch 

ifland.,  s?. 
t)  'waidy  ColoDel,  at  BaltimoR,  hk  landi  kt  on  bnSding  leAfi»,n57  { 

dcfcription  of  lus  bode,  258 ;  his  cfaanAer,  ibt. 
ttudfon,  account  of  the  town  of,  427  ;  its  iidiabitants  vadBfy  Dutch, 

ib. :  boufcs,  lb.  I  popuUition,  428 ;  trade  and  fli^^ung,  ib. ;  pdoe 

of  (hip-buildings  429 ;  a  port  of  eotij,  430 ;  its  exports,  ib.  5  bank^ 

ib. 
tiudions  riycr^  455  ;  itsialmon  fiibeiy,  lb. 

I. 

Jcfkrfon,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  beautiful  (eat  it  Montioello,  1371 
138^  139  ;  the  culture  and  management  of  his  land,  143,  144} 
its  produce,  146 ;  h^^  public  character,  152  to  I55,induii¥e;  ius 
private  chara6ler^  '57  >  >n^ted  by  the  anti-federalifls  to  the  pre* 
fident's  chair,  163. 

}  'iacft  rendered  vindi^ive  by  the  uiutes,  300  (  their  qnaneb  with 
the  fettlers  at  Mai&chufetts,  ibw 

Intiun  com,  price  of,  at  Marlborough,  403 ;  at  Bnwkfield,  40^  | 
fit  Wedfield,  4I4;  Stockbridge,  418;  at  New  Fattz,  458 ;  at 
BrandjTwine,  500^ 

fan,- 


x> 


INDEX. 

Iftn,  fingular  account  of  one  between  Wilmington  atid  Ctitiket, 

488,  489. 
iBoculation,  reafons  of  the  Virginians  againd,  80,  8 1-^ 

K. 

Katikill,  account  of  the  town  of^  442 ;  its  fituation,  ib. ;  iU  firft 
fettlers  Dutch,  44^;  its  cultivation,  ib.  ;  ihip-building,  444; 
great  quantities  of  human  bones  found  here,  445  ;  charadler  of 
its  inhabitants,  448. 

Katfkill-creek,  442. 

Kellcran,  Captain,  on  board  his  fchooner  the  author  proceeds  from 
the  diftri6l  of  Maine  to  Bollon,  362. 

lCent>  population  of  the  county  of,  56'! . 

Kent-iiland,  defcriptien  of,  578-;  itshoufea^  ib. 

KeyiTell-town,  account  of,  184;  its  iituation,  1854  population, 
186. 

KinderhooWanding,  445  ;  defcription  of  the  village  of,  426. 

K'inderhook,  townftiip  of,  in  the  ftate  of  New- York,  424  ;  its  in- 
habitants mo^y  low  Dutch,  ib.  ^  partial  to  their  own  habits, 
425  ^  cultivation  of  land,  ib« 

Kingfton,  chief  town  in  Ulfter- county,  450;  burnt  by  Generatl 
Vaughan  in  1777,  ib. ;  its  then  population,  ib. ;  rebuilt  next 
year,  451  -,  its  (hipping,  ib. ;  inhabitants  mollly  low  Dutch,  45  a  5 
traffic,  455. 

Knox,  Greneral,  author's  fccond  vifit  to,  3  5 1 5  remarks  on  his  eflate, 
352,  353  ;  quits  and  returns  by  fea  to  Boflon,  361. 

Kymhingham,  in  the  <7reen  Mountains,  townOiip  of,  4-1 5-. 


Labour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  25,  J17  ;  at  Monticello,  165^  in  the 
valley  of  Shenandoah,  197  ;  at  Newtown,  ftoo  ;  at  Winchcfter> 
fto8 ;  at  Charleltown,i&i  i  ;  in  the  neighbourhoodof  Poplar  Springy 
fl49  ;  in  the  townfhip  of  Stonning-town,  271  ;  at  Haverhill,  394'; 
at  Marlborough,  403  j  at  Weftficld,  414;  at  Stockbridge,  418  ; 
•at  Kinderhook^  425  ;  at  Hudfon,  430  ;  at  ICatikill,  443  ;  near 
New  Pattz,  459;  at  Newburg,  463  ;  at  Warwick,  545  ;  near 
Suih»tQi!vn,.6834  at  £lk-town,  697. 

3  A  4  lond^ 
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Lnd,  pike  of,  in  Norfiilk-cooiify,  i,'^  I  at  Noriblk,  ^f;  bctvraea 
York-town  and  WiUianiilrarg;  4(1  at  V^Diamibarg;  5{ }  at 
Monlicdk),  x45j  ;  in  tiie  Comitj  of  Angnfla,  177 ;  at  Stanntog^ 
180;  at  Keyilell-town«  185 ;  i^  the  valle^r  of  Shenandoah*  197  ; 
near  the  Coofooky  moantains^  041  ^  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredeikk* 
town,  ft44;  in  the  neigfahooriKiod  of  Fophr  Spring,  048;  at 
Stoaning-^town,  271;  near  HaTethill,  394;  ^t  MuiboRMghit 
403;  at  Brook&ld,  405;  at  Weftiield,  414  ^  in  the  Green 
Mountains,  415 ;  at  Stockbridge^  418 1^  in  the  townihip  df  Kin* 
derhook,  425 ;  at  Freehold,  434 ;  at  KatikiU,  442  ;  near  New 
Pattx,  458 ;  between  NewcafUe  and  Middlcton,  542  ;  at  War- 
wick, 54$  \  at  Federalrcitr,  62a ;  at  Vanville,  669  ^  near  Elk* 
town,  ($97. 

Land,  produce  of,  at  WiUiamfburgh,  52  ;  near  Manchefter,  106 ; 
at  CSty-point»  1 13  ;  at  Prefqu  ile,  114;  at  Monticello,  X46  ;  on 
Bockfifh  Mountain,  174;  in  the  valley  of  Shenandoah,  X97 ;  at 
CUuuiefiown,  axz  ;  in  the  townihip  of  Stonning-town,  370;  at 
Maribonm^,  403  ^  near  KatfkiU,  445 ;  at  New  Fattz,  4^9 ;  at 
Warwidc,  545  ;  at  Vanville,  669 ;  near  Elk-town,  6^y, 

Law,  Mr«  of  Feden^-dly,  cbara^ler  of,  66 1  • 

Laws  of  the  (late  of  Virginia^  agnind  gaming,  77;  againil  inoal- 
latton,  79. 

Lea,  Thomas,  at  Brandywine,  chara6lcr  of,  496 ;  his  opinion  on 
working  a  corn-mill,  ib. 

Limeftone,  a  vein  of;  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountains,  236,  in 
the  valley  between  the  Blue  and  North  Mountains,  237  ;  near 
Winchefter,  ib. ;  near  Frederick- town,  238  ;  very  common  near 
Kingfton,  445  ;  nc^r  Potom^ck -river,  651  ;  at  C^ige-town, 
660. 

Ijndfcy,  Major  William,  commiffioner  of  the  cuflom-houfe  at  Nor- 
folk, 33  ;  his^hara^lcr,  ib. ;  author's  refpe6te  for,  ib. 

Livingfton*s,  Mcflrs.  of  New- York,  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Spe- 
renza,  432. 

London,  in  the  Green  Mountains,  townihip  of,  415. 

Lotteries,  authorized  by  the  State  of  ^far)'landi  for  forming  a  canal^ 
621* 

Lynam,  Mr.  a  member  of  Gongrefe,  chanrftcr  o^  410. 

Madife^yji 
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Madifon,  Biibop,  prcfidcnt  of  the  college  at  "VVilliamftmrg',  48 ;  och 
cupies  the  chair  of  natural  and  moral  phflofophy,  50 ;  hb  falar7« 
lb. ;  chara6ler,  $^  ;  library,  Ib^ 

Maine^  obfcrvations  on  the  diftricl  of,  354  to  361. 

Mancheder,  account  of  the  town  of^  60,  2o5;  its  cultivation  and 
produce,  106. 

Marfliall,  John,  the  moll  celebrated  counfellor  in  Richmond,  7^; 
account  of  his  pra6Hce,  76;  his  chara^^er^  120,  I2i. 

Maflachufetts,  religious  pcrfecutions  here^  gave  birth  to  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Tfland,  277  ;  foundation  of  the  ftate  of,  197,  298  5  opr 
preflion  of  the  European  fettlers,  300  ;  caufe  of  quarrels  between 
the  Indians  and  fettlers,  301 ;  its  hiftoiy,  302, 303  5  new  conlU- 
lution  of  1780,  305  ;  qualifications  of  its  reprefentatives,  306  to 
309  J  freedom  of  religion,  310;  public  fbhools,  3 19  to  325  ;  no 
(laves  in  the  commonwealth  of  Mailachufetts,  325;  number  of 
(laves  in  1778,  18000  i  blacks  in  1790,  6000,  327  5  its  public 
debt,  329;  public  revenues,  330;  taxable  property,  33i»3335 
divided  into  counties,  334 ;  its  police  and  laws,  335  >  attention 
pf ,  the  legiflature,  3^6  ;  power  ofthe  lawyers,  339;  roads,  341; 
adminifl ration  pf  the  poor,  341,  342;  military  cftabliflmient, 
343  >  general  fpidt  of  the  people,  343  to  348  ;  exports,  348 ; 
chai*a(fter  of  its  inhabitants,  420 ;  their  political  fentimentSa^ 
421,  422  }  Influence  of  the  clergy,  423. 
Mar)land,  llate  of,  abounds  in  iron  and  iron-works,  246 ;  its  cri- 
minal jurifprudence,  254 ;  houfe  robberies  very  frequent,  553 ; 
the  caufe  a(n^ed,  ib. ;  trials  by  jury,  555  ;  poors*  rates  levied  in 
each  county,  j6i  ;  depopulation  of  white  people,  570 ;  thcreafon 
alTigned,  i}^. ;  fields  very  large,  573  ;  chara6ier  of  its  inhabitants, 
576;  their  political  opinions,  577;  hidory  of  the  date,  58  <  to 
5il8 ;  why  named  IVIaiyland,  586 ;  conflitution,  589,  590 ; 
taxes,  591,  592  ;  public  debt,  593  ;  (]ualincations  for  a  citizen, 
594  ;  general  obfcrvations  on  the  ftate,  698  to  704. 

Melhaneck-crcek,  136. 

Merchandize,  infpe£tion  of,  at  Richmond^  particularly  of  tobacco, 
69 ;  alfo  on  James-river,  69,  70  ;  fees  of  the  ihfpe^tors,  71 J  at 
§cmth-rlver^  597  ;  in  Prince  George-county,  61 1. 

]^id4Jeto»^ 


Middletoa^  ^Dagt  oC  JS4»* 

MiUbrd,  inlUgeoC  i35S  iti  tifii^  i(S4;  a  ^q)j&t  fer  tte  tommo^ 

ditks  of  difiant  parti  <^. the  oountqr^  ib. 
IGUs^  not  good  m  gooaial  m  yiigiaia^.  i8  2  one  at  Bkhmond  tnnii 
^    fix  pair  ttf  ftoBct J  and  pajs  a  }K»xl7  rent  of  near  fi:^  thanftnd  dd* 

fan,  7a. 
Minrtak, aeooont  of  tlie,  in  tbe  ftate  of  Yi^^^^^^33  to  njS;  in 

tiie  fliUs  of  Maiyland  and  MaflachdetU^  479, 480. 
MootgoQieiy  in  Marylandj  connty  ofj^fio  s  its  popnialioiib  ibw 
Mbntgoineiy.  fiirt^  476. 

iIoBticeHo»  the  boauti&l  feat  cf  Bfr.  JefierioD^.zj}  ;  defcriptioa  of 
.  tbehoufe,  ib.}  its  pcofpeds,  138^  139$  this  ^ftate  fi^  thonfiuil 
.  ncree«  .140$  ita  fitoation^  i6o|  in  the  coant|r  of  Albemaiiab 

Honisy  Mr.  the  gxtatcft  potdsafer  of  lande  in  Federal-dt)r»  6»a; 
noQoant  of  his  purdiaiet^  price  and  time  of  payment,  6na;y  iij  j 
amditioBs  of  the  baig^ai  <Saj. 


•  t 


17. 


s 

;  Megio,  deibription  of  a  wiutii»  aSjy  264. 
Nelfon^  General^  his .  hoofe  at  Tork-towoj  head  qoarten  of  Lord 

Comwallis^  39 ;  remains  unrepaired^  40. 
Newburg  in  Ulfler«KX>unty«  its  fituation^  460 ;  Ihij^ing,  461 ;  great 

^juantlty  of  butter  (hipped  from  here,  ib.  5  its  population,  462 ; 

cultivation,  ib;  inhabitants  moftly  emigrants  firom  New  £ng^ 

lancij  463. 
.  ]^7ewcaftle,  county  of,  538 ;  its  pqpuktion,  ib. 
KewcafUe,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  537;  chief  town  of  the 

county  of  fame  name,  ib. ;  its  houfes,  feflions-houle,  and  prifon> 

ib. ;  quays,  538 }  (hipping,  ib. ;  price  of  wood,  ib. 
KeiKTiiarket,  ddcription  of,  191. 

Ke^i'papcrs,  onepubli(hed  at  Staunton,  and  one  at  Winche(ler>  l8r^ 
New-Patiz,  inhabited  by  families  of  French  extra^on,  4J7 ;' their 

relig^ion,  45S }  tlaveiy  allowed  and  price  of  (laves,  ibw ;    knda 

mofti)    meadow,  ib.3  culture  and  produce,  4595  fcarcity  of 

water^  ib. 
Kcvy  ,vt,  author's  arri\7il  at,  275$  environs  of  the  tova  oC  276  ^ 

faiubriiy  of  its  air,  ib.  .     ^ 


Jjew*ttamp{hire,  ftate  of,  369;  its  conilitution,  369,  370,  37t; 
divided  into  counties,  372;  its  laws,  373,  374;  finances,  ib.  5 
«xpehccs  of  gpvernment,  3755  its  taxable  property,  376;  taxes, 
376,  377;  roads,  3785  public  debt,  ib. ;  produce,  3815  ton* 
nage,  ib. ;  population,  38^5  fchools,  384,  385  3  militia,  386  j 
religious  freedom,  ib. 
New- town,  account  of,  1995  culture  of  lands  and  produce,  ib.  5 

population,  ib. ;  no  church,  200. 
New-Windfor,  in  Orange-county,  461 3  defcription   of  the  town 
and  houfcs,  462;    head  quartera  of  General  Wafhlngton  in 
1 7  79,  ib. 
New- York  liland,  463 ;  a  college  ere6Ud  for  prelbytcrians,  ib.  $ 

author's  arrival  at,  478. 
Nordwaift,  village  of,  693. 

Norfolk,  county  of,  291 ;  its  extent  and  population,  ib. 
Norfolk,  its  (ituation,  7  ;  two  forts  near,  8  ;  burnt  by  Lord  Dan* 
more,  when  Governor  of  Virginia,  ib.  3  its  population,  1 1 3  ac* 
■count  of  the  town  of,  ib.  5  difeafes,  11,  123  trade,  12  3  the  only 
j)ort  in  the  South  of  Virginia,    3  5  amount  of  its  exports,  1 5  j 
table  of  quantities  and  articles  exported,  16,  173  its  tonnage,  19  j 
frauggling  partly  prohibited,  19,  20  5  quantities  of  tobacco  ex* 
ported,  20  3   many  Englifh  mercantile  houfes,  ib.  3  aniraofiticd 
between  them  and  the  conful,  21  5  its  fhip-building,  25  3  ichoob 
and  price  of  learnings  263  prifons,  27  5  market,  ib.  3  price  o£ 
meat,  ib.  3  houfe  rent,  ib.  3  defcription  of  the  country  around,  jo  $ 
temperature  of  the  air,  31  3  churches,  33  3  moft  of  the  oolonilbl 
from  St.  Domingo  fettled  here,  ib.  3  the  caufe,  34  3  generofity  of 
its  inhabitants,  ib. 
North-Gardens,  account  of  the,  171 5  wine  made  here,  ib. 
North-river,  defcription  of,  464  3  Well-point,  its  narrowed  paflage> 
465  5  where  General  Arnold  intended  to  betray  General  Clinton, 
Ib.  3  flrong  fortifications  at,  466,  467  3  the  flation  of  the  coips  d 
axtilleriflB  and  engineers,  468  3  an  arfenal,  473. 

O. 

Oak,  price  of,  at  Newcaftlc,  538  5  at  Annapolis^  584. 
Oats,  price  of,  at  Wtllfield,  4x4  ;  &t  Stockbridge,  418. 
OjpedLaQ-creck^  soa. 


s  viIU{e  hetwtax  Kkfanjcmi  and  Vtitrfbnrg,   joS  ^  its 

ijaeo,  ynfx  of  a  yw,  at  '^^' illiamiburg,  ^  ;  riefqu'Ue,  1 24  ;  Brook- 
iM,  4OJ  i  Wcfi&kJy  414 ;  Stockbrkl|;c,  4^8  ^  Ncwburg,  4^3  ; 

P. 

Calmer,  496  ;  ttf  iituattan  and  ctillure,  ib. 

FsttiiLetit«riyrr,  191  ^  ttg  brklge  the  boundaiy  uf  the  ftaie  of  Ehodp 

Iflaivl,  ib. ;  cottun  works,  fcmpdcrieii^  anchor  fprgcs,  &c.  ib. 
Fctton*^  ino,  account  of,  192. 
Fctrr(bur|;«  town  of,  10;  ^  its  fituation,  ib. ;  trade,  ib. ;  exports, 

tc8  i  tnitU,  tb.  ;  focicty  and  political  q)inioiis,  1 10  ;  cklcription 

of  the  l'»un.  ib. ;  no  church,  1 1 1. 
Phyfic  linn,  in  Vinrinia,  hiim  on  fur  inoailating  without  the  pcr- 

nstiTion  of  thf  iunici:;,  So. 
rUnks  price  of  at  K.v.t]/tll,  443. 
Pla(l«r-«»f-1*an9  inixf^l  with  ft  cd,  ^44. 

litttni.  Mr.  at  N«>rtilk,  atxmint  of  his  tan«>pit;>,  and  iQ|ie- walk,  27. 
Voo«>*-ratc,   fid  introduced  into  Virginia,  bccaulc  rliabliihed  in 

Enr^^^*  ^5  i  i**  amount  at  Williamlburg,  53  ;  how  letUei  in 

th*  t^at<  I't  Nfalfach^ii'rtt.s  •4ij3u.a. 
r^'^^Ur  Sptir;:,  act<  u.;t  ot".  14"^. 
IVrtfmouth,  (ol^.riptn'ci  *4,  9:ii>hWc«,    10;  fmill  market  and 

rhxmii,  iK ;  cx.mniunicalivri  Ktwccn  this :  hoe  aiid  XortUk.  09  j 

th^  only  iv»:t  «>t  cr.^n  ;a  Nrw  Hii.wi'hi:*;.  .-tq;  ib;  c\iv»ro.  ib   : 

•Ir.tirv  on  imjNvts,  5fc  ;  n^f;hi»d  m:  c-car.lr.s;  chimnevs,  ;qi. 
ri*:»V.r,t-rvci-.   /"sx^  i    liji    utrcm   Srii.'ch   p:ini   the    counties    cf 

VnPiN  iT<N.rc;t  anr.  Ann  An^adcl,  669. 
Tot  nfVi.  pn*\  o;.  a:  Kaiikill,  441. 
fVyom-n»^'l  nvrr.  account  ol,   2 1 5,  6::  ;  ikVcnfCiOi  of  i:>  r^".  e 

<>.r,»»ip>i   :hf  B)i>c  M;«un:sin5.  11^:   iivi.i;?  the  fiatc*  of  Vir--:::*:: 

fr»T  mfiUin^  *^natv  or.  anr.  lakin^  :kui>.  mc^ 
Vf'iijr^^-^'pN  .  !>»rr«<^ni>  f,ir  !:>  h,»ri:  rac«s..  /^  j 
p'^-'q «.*•*<'.  Vt    P«v;i>  T^aTvJ.th»h  V  Ttkiniatuin  at  Cir. -p:Jxt  or  Bc»- 

^4 


INDEX. 

and  cultivation,  t  la,  x  1 3  j  his  fale  of  fiih,  1 15 ;  price  of  his  jdan- 
tdtion  which  is  fof  fale,  1 16. 
Prevofl,  Major^fon  of  the  General,  defcript  ion  of  his  honfe  at  Freehold, 
433  ;  his  extent  of  tcrritoty,  ib. ;  account  of  his  family,  434.  j 
his  mills,  435  ;  his  character^  ib. ;  his  civilities  to  th«  Author, 

438.^ 

Principio-creck,  691  ;  account  of  its  fall,  693. 

Prince  George -county,  611;  its  population,  ib. 

Providence  Plantations,  in  Rhode  liland,  fo  named  by  Roger  Wil- 
liams, after  his  baniihment,  378. 

Providence,  trade  of  the  town  of,  281 ;  (hipping,  ib. ;  exportSizSs  } 
cannons  and  anchors  made  here^  ib.  ;  its  tonnage,  283. 

Putnam  Fort,  account  of,  466. 

Q. 

Quakers,  raife  a  colony  at  Rhode  Ifland,  279,  their  perfecutipn, 

30X. 
Quartz,  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  234 ;  near  Chefapeak-bay,  ib.  | 

near  Roanoke-river,  236. 
Queen- AnnVcounty,  its  foil  and  cultivation,  ib. ;  population,  575. 
Queen's-town,  account  of  the  village  of,  578. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  his  extenfive  grants  from  Queen  Elizabeth  m 
Virginia,  100 ;  his  misfortunes,  and  the  lois  of  his  colony^ 
lox. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  formerly  fecretary  of  (late  to  the  Union,  75 ; 
an  eminent  counfcllor  at  Richmond,  ib. 

Redoubt-creek,  450. 

Religious  perfecutions,  Roger  Williams,  277;  Dr.  Coddington 
279;  Quakers  and  Anabaptifls,  ib. ;  Mr.  Robinfon,  297. 

Rhode  Ifland,  llate  of,  277;  its  legillative  alicmbly,  280;  laws, 
2S4  ;  taxes,  284^  28$  ;  their  amount,  287. 

Richmond  canal,  defcription  of,  66,  Cj ;  cxpence  of  its  form- 
ing, 68. 

Richmond,  fituation  of  the  town  of,  60 ;  defcription  of  the  o^itoi 
ib. ;  coft  of  its  building,  ib. ;  a  tt^tue  of  Georgp  Wafliington 
placed  in  it,  dgne  by.  Houdgn,  a  native  of  France,  6a  i  ^^  ^ 


INDEX 

BaAfclmft<fLaEi^eCte^lqrdKfiiiie:Mlift,03i  ilspopdirti»« 
ib.|  trade,  64;  merdiantsdeaImbilliof€xdiaiige^6$;  itsgrnt 
vfiirfyfid;  honftsof  infpefticnftr  tobriooOyfig;  political -fcofi* 
nwU  of  Kb  inhabitaatii  73,  74;  iti ttaet,  94^  no  daitath,  59; 
deferiptioBof  iUhridge,  194. 

BienXf  Plunuurd  de,  btercfting  aocoont  of^  15a ;  hb  chamflter^ 
133  s  price  of  his  land,  134. 

RoidB,  how  repaired  in  Virginia,  94 ;  in.  Mal&dnifetts,  341 ;  in 
New  Hampdiiic,  378. 

Boanoke-iilaiKl,   100;  Sir  Walter  Bakigh'a  firft  fettlen  fended  at> 

BodiefiKitaine,  M.  de,  comman^ng  officer  of  the  army  of  tbe 

.    United  States,  471. 

Bockfifhomountain,  account  of  the,  173 )  an  .abominable  inUf  ib. ; 

its  land  good,  174;  its  produce,  ib. 
Bon^  M.  a  diibrefled  Frenchman,  relieved  by  Major  Finevoft,  435 ; 

porchafes  a  fmall  farm  at  Hudfon,  and  fettles  there,  436  ^  his 

dutfafiery  ib. 
Bn0el,  in  the'Gteen  Mounbuns,  townihip  of,  415. 

8. 

Sagodus-creek,  449. 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  a  member  of  the  United  States,  counfel  for  the  flares, 

326 ;  his  plea,  ib. ;    meets  the  author  at  Stockbridgc,  418 ;  his 

chara6^er,  ib. 
Seight,  Mr.  a  lawyer  at  Newburg^  464 ;   his  civilities  to  the  au« 

thor,  ib. 
Semes,   a  negro  30  or  35  years  of  age,  learned  to  read  and  write 

imaided,  30* 
Shenandoah,  population  of  the  county  of,  196. 
Shenandoah-rivcr,  195. 
Shenandoah  valley,  defcription  of,  192,  216;  its  cultivation,  1971 

charadler  of , its  inhabitants,  zi6. 
Sherifis  in  the  different  counties  of  the  date  of  Virginia,  colleftom 

of  the  taxes,  ^^  r   the  fecurity  given  and  commiffion  recciv- 

ed»  ib. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  at  Norfolk^  *5 ;.  at  Haveiiiill,  393  ;  at 
ICatflyll,  444.     . 

SiogleUI; 


INDEX. 

Sii^ekillf  account  of,  439 ;  price  of  land  at,  ib* 

Skinner^  Grenenl,  a  candidate  as  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre* 

fentativcs,  416. 
Smith,  Colonel,  a  Ihop  keeper  at  Springfield^  account  of  his  caft- 

iiCm  manufa£toiy,  4x1. 
Snap*s  inn,  account  of,  184. 
Somerfet,  county  of,  575 ;  its  produce,  ib. 
Sduth  Mountains,  account  of  the,  240 ;   part  of  the  counties  of 

Waihington  and  Frederic,  241. 
South-river,  delcription  of,  597, 
Sperenza,  account  of  the  town  of,  43 1 ;  its  houfes,  ib. 
Springfield,  its  foil  and  produce,  407  *,  price  of  land,  ib. ;  account 

of  the  village  of,  408  ;  its  population,  ib. ;  an  arfenal  and  ma- 
gazines, ib. ;  trade  and  manu^^ories,  410. 
Springs,  medicinal,  at  Greenbriar  in  the  county  of  Augufta,  x  78^ 

179 ;  near  the  Potowmack* river,  in  Berkley-county,  218. 
Staunton,  capital  of  the  county  of  Augulla,  177;  its  intenfe  heat„ 

ib.;  inns,     178^;  population,   279;  tan-yard,  180;  trade,  ib.; 

market,  ib. ;  prices  of  meat,  ib. ;  of  land,    18  x  ;  difeafes,  ib. ; 

prcfbyterian  church,    182;   inhabitants  fond  of  gaming,    183; 

manners  iimilar  to  Richmond,  ib. 
Stockbridge,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  4x6^    its  fituatioa,  ib. ; 

foil  and  produce,  417 ;  forges  and  caft-iron  works,  ib. 
Stonning-town,  a  fea-port  of  Conne^cut,   268 ;  extent  of  the 

townfhip  of,    269;    population  of  the  town,  ib. ;    famous  for 

cheefe,  ib.  i  quantity  of  that  article  exported,   ib ;  its  fiiheries, 

272;  (hipping,   ib. ;  tax  for  fchools,   274;  admiration  of  the 

French,  ib. 
Stony-point,  on  the  North-river,  477 ;  General  Wayne  took  this 

place  ftox|i  the  £ngli(h  at  the  point  of  the  bajronet,  ib. 
Strafburg,  account  of  the  town  of,  X98;  its  churches,  ib.;  price 

of  mes^  i\^ 

T. 

Talbot,  county  of,  575 ;  its  produoC|  9}. 

Tatna},  Mr.  at  Brandywme ;  defcription  of  his  com^miiU  495 1  494 ; 

qumti^  of  com  it  grinds,  497. 
Tuesj  nocowt  of  the,  at  WilUmftiiilfy  $3  t  ia  th«  ibtte  of  Vir- 


»  • 


tsnAtm 

ff  8  tmofc  Mad,  ^9»St  iaMilfirirfiim  ji^y 
iB Nor HnfldRw  376^3771  n  thefcterf  IMwmb?,  sfs; 
m  the  ftrte  cf  MbiTfaad,  S9f  •  59s. 

Ihqrcr.  la  it  Pkovidoue.  «  fiiadaf  die  artdmr*^  s88;  Im 
rhwnAfTt  S891  m  Goead  drfivmbnt  of.  Bigger  IVlfinH^  Ibe 
fimndcr  of  IVwiikpcc^antitinn,  990;  hb  lioMfe  cm  tbe  fiar 
^lot  UHit  hii  pngenitor  cnt  down  tkc  nrft  trecii  snd  cmcIimI  Ab 
wnt  oatf  vbm 

Thooiis,  Mr. fate  Fiendi  couful  ai  Baltinoie,  hit  mnituAto  the 
anthor,  253. 

Thonaftovn,  otbor's  iecood  arriTalat,  Iji. 

Thjfannt  Coloildt acoount  of  Ids  holder  568;  its  fitutiaBuib.; 
ataUandcnhiniianof  hiifandt  569;  luf  dmAery  578. 

Toboccot  culUire  of  at  Wood's  tavcfn^  166,  167 1  aooouni  of  the 
SStnat  ibrts  cultivated  in  Vngioia,  168;  its  price  and  ptodntr, 
169;  cultivated  near  Sontb-riTcr,  597,  598;  in  Frinoe Geoisr* 
coonfy^  61 1. 
'  Tccatjf  oi  oommerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Awoxz^  wmmmtkm. 
on  the,  a95>  096, 997. 

Tieesi  ipcdcsof,  at  York -town,  38 ;  between  Yoik-town  and  Wil- 
liamlLurg,  4.5  ;  in  Virginia,  258,  239 ;  in  Maxybnd  and  Maffii- 
chuicttsy  48c ;  near  Wilmington,  508 ;  near  Upper  Mad- 
buruuirh,  6cx>. 

V. 

Van  Grt'flieck,  Mr.  cbaracUT  of,  452 ;  an  intinunte  friend  of  Co- 
lonel Burr,  453. 

Vcrmmit,  ilate  of,  3S3  ;  law  of  the,  relative  to  population,  ib. ;  its 
present  population.  384. 

Verplanck,  Mr.  at  \'eq>lanck-point,  his  unfriendly  reception  o£ 
the  author,  477. 

Veq^lanck-point,  on  the  ealtem  bank  of  the  North-river,  477  ; 
near  this  fpot  the  union  of  the  French  and  American  armies  was 
formed  in  2781,  ib. 

Vining,  Mr.  a  member  of  Congrefi,  an  adtocate  of  great  eminence,  {2  x. 

Virginia,  its  civil  laws,  83  ;  flave  laws  milder  than  in  other  coun* 
tries,  $4 ;  courts  of  juflice,  86 ;  criminal  laws,  ih. }  public  debt, 

8  7  s  fiaaiKxSj  88 ;  ^judicious  grants  of  hiiii>  88j.  89  s  i^  ^s^^  8 '  > 

dutiesj 
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iinprbvided  with  atind  ^  its  imlitla,  xb.;  fdioolt  about  to  be 
ttt&,edj  95  ;  lii  coiiftiytk>n^  96 ;  qualification  of  the  dt&an 
for  the  fenate^  ib. ;  organization  of  the  judictal  fydem,  98 ;  free- 
dom of  religion,  99 ;  firft  fettlement  of,  100  ;  eitertfire  grant  of 
Qjieen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  ib. ;  hiftoiy  of  the  fta^e 
of,  166  to  fo4,  indnfiVe;  mongrd  negroes  in  greater  mimbets 
than  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  161 ;  general  obfervations  on  this 
ilatey  21 9  to  2215 ;  amount  of  its  expoft^,  ^26 ;  popnlatioh,  ib.  ; 
extent,  ib. :  cthtiate,  12  7 :  deflitattf  of  all  nieans  of  public 
education,  lb. :  attached  to  the  federal  goirerhtrtent,  230 :  dia- 
i^^er  of  its  inhabitants^  ib. :  its  roads  and  canals,  239,  240. 
Virginians,  their  veneration  of  the  French  ahny,  57  :  fondnefs  of 
gaming,  77,  205  :  indifierence  of  religion,-  200  :*  chara^er  of 
the,  23a 

Up|M  Marlborangh,  viUage  o^  600 :  the  chief  place  in  Prince 
tieorge's-couiitf  ^  ib. 

W. 

Walkill-creek,  account  of,  456 ;  the  comitry  around  infeilcd  with 

h^tennittent  fevers,-  457* 
Warwick,  village  of,  $43. 
Warton,  Do^or,  chara^r  of,  509:  de^rription  of  his  itrtn,  and 

price  of  rental,  510  :  hb  agricultund  fyflem,  511,  512. 
Wa0iington,  George,  a  ftatue  ere6led  to  his  memoiy  in  the  capitol 

at  Richmond,  92  :  aniionnces  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the 

prefidency,  362. 
^alhingtoa*countjr,  account  of,  241 :    its  produce,  ib. :  popular 

tion,  ib* 
Webiter,  Mr.  account  of  his  farm,  677  :  price  of  land  and  produce, 

ib. :  a  mill  near,  678. 
Well,  Mr.  a  member  of  the  legiflature,  522 ;  account  of  his  re« 

Temie  from  his  fimber,  ib. 
Weft-point,  vidc^North  Rivtr. 
Weft  Springfield,  account  of  tlife  towalhip  of,  413 ;   its  filuation, 

4x4  f  cnltiire  mkl  produce^  ib; 
Vol.  JJL  3 »  ^N>ii^^\^ 
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tiedliMSO:i*-Wa«Sdd>4i4:«t8taddiri4p>4«S:  ifc  Ken* 
deriinnlrJmdii^4»7t  <tIfaaoa,4|Oi  atNevfttta^459:at 

BsDnrwiDfia  -^^ft^ 

•Whci^  pmfciBP  h-flflurqf  lOQ  tuflMJl^  4W* 

WhjTt^  Mt.  dnnodlor  <tf  tbefiatft  ofVirpmf,  99. 

jnUiuif,  Mr.  m  cuffidite  u  member  of  tiK  Hcde  of  BepfefifltiF 
tiveiy  416. 

Williams,  Mr.  it  Mu1bofoi«h«  aeeoimt  cf  Ui^&rm  and  pnioBe, 
403 :  woriuncn'c  wagei^  tb. :  price  of  hod  aad  coltsiet,  3k :  Ui 
politiral  opinioiiiy  404* 

Williama,  Eoger,  a  minifierof  the  gol^  bamflied  finom  Rhodt 
Ifland  to  Sikm  for  leiigioiis  prindples,  S77 :  9|^ 
to  Mdhawfick,  ayS. 

Williamibiiigy  author^a  anivalat^  44:  its fitoatioD, 45 :  wastlie 
oqiital  of  Viiginia  before  the  ren)ihitioB«  46:  its  popnlaCioii, 
ib. :  deicriptiap  of  the  Sute  Hoofe,  or  ca^ol>  ib. :  its  CoU^e, 
47:  its  iiieome»  ik :  fromwfaaneeitariies^ib.t  p&eofodneato^i 
49 :  an  hofpital  for  lunatics,  $1 :  culture  of  had,  (a :  pvodsoi^ 
ib. :  a  regular  market,  53  :  xeijpeA  of  its  inhaUtants  for  the 
French  army,  57. 

William  townfhip,  a  college  at,  420. 

Wilmington^  the  moil  populous  city  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  491 . 
accoimt  of  its  pq>\2lation,  ib. :  its  buildings,  493  :  extent,  ib. : 
a  cotton  mamifatory,  -and  one  for  bolting  filk,  {02  :  account  of 
its  port,  J17 :  ibip-bail(£ng,  ib. :  market,  ib. :  freedom  of  reK- 
gion^  ib. :  great  numberB  of  the  colooifis  firom  St.  Domingo 
fettled  here,  518  :  account  of  its  poor-houie,  520. 

Winchcfter,  county  of,  575 :  its  produce,' ib. 

Wincheder,  the  capital  of  Froderick-oonnty,  aoi :  it ^  population; 
ib. :  trade^  202  :  environs,  204 :  manufa6lories  and  (lores,  ib. : 
more  than  twoity  lawyers  in  thriving  drcumfianoes  in  this  town, 
ib. :  its  churches,  20  j^:  prifon  and  court-houfe,  ib«:  poor-houfe, 
ib. :  fchools,  208  :  inns,  ib. :  good  market,  ib. 

Woodlands,  the  feat  of  William  Hamilton,  4B2 ;  defcriptioa  of 
his  houfe  and  gardens,  483  :  his  chara£ler,  ib. 

Wood*s  tavern,  account  of,  170 :  his  farm  and  produce,  ib. 

Wuodllock,  the  capital  of  the  couiity  of  Shenandoah,    19;:  de- 

fari-ptton 
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ftriptkn  of  dw  town  of,  ib, :   formerly  named  MitlerVtown, 
196 :  its  trades,  ib. :  iohabitints  chiefly  Germans,  ib. 

Y. 

Yates^  Mr.  an  EaglUh  mercbaat,  ttaveUiBg  eompanion  of  the 
author^  (96. 

York-county-^  population  of>  42* 

York^town,  account  of  its  (mi,  38  ^  trees,  ib. :  the  place  where 
the  American  war  terminated,  ib.  s  General  Nelfon^s  honie  was  the 
head  quarters  of  Lord  Comwallis,  39 :  defcription  of  the  Tillage 
of,  40 :  its  population,  41 :  fituatioo,  ib. :  was  formerly  the 
emporium  of  all  Virginia,  ib. :  the  capital  of  York-county,  43 : 
exports,  ib. :  no  regular  market,  43 :  pikes  of  meat,  ib. :  of 
houfe-rent«  44.  ^ 

Yodc -river,  41 :  its  fhip-building,  42* 

Youth,  Cdonel,  at  Principio,  account  of  his  lron»fouadrty4699, 693 : 
his  number  of  workmen  and  wa^,  693* 
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FLtn-STRKET. 


■    •>>• ■'..-    ' 


.•»,'(IIWIK.1#-.-^,.. 


